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Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Labour celebrations on the eve 
of its first 100 days in powerwere 
overshadowed by questions 
about Peter Mandelson run- 
ning the government while Tbny 
Blair is on holiday hi Tuscany. 

Mr Mandelson, the minister 
without portfolio, came out 
fighting when he was ques- 
tioned about his role on the 
World at One on BBC radio 4, 
which led to “dozens of listen- 
ers" telephoning the BBC to 
complain about his “overbear- 
ing, arrogant, pompous" per- 
formance. “We always get a 
stead}' stream of callers, but 
there was a marked number 


about his interview," said a 
BBC source. 

Mr Mandelson earlier at- 
tacked “vain-glorious self-in- 
dulgent questions" about the 
prominent role he has played 
since Mr Blair left to spend his 
summer holidays in the villa 
near Siena owned by Geoffrey 
Robinson, the millionaire Pay- 
master General. 

Although be is not a member 
of the Cabinet, Mr Mandelson 
has been in charge of hand li ng 
the Government’s public rela- 
tions since the news broke fast 
weekend about Robin Cook’s af- 
fair with his secretary. Mr Man- 
delson spoke for the 
Gcwemment on the future of the 
Royal Yacht, the MI6 inquiry into 


Chris Patten, and chaired a press 
conference for Lord Simon, the 
trade minister, to announce he 
was selling his £L3m BP shares. 

When it was suggested on 
BBC radio that he was becom- 
ing the “face of the Govern- 
ment", Mr Mandelson retorted: 
“There you go again," he said. 
“You can’t get off the subject." 

Questions about Mr Man- 
defeons role also arc causing fric- 
tion between the Government 
and the liberal Democrats since 
Mr Blair gave Paddy Ashdown 
and key lieutenants seats on a 
special Cabinet committee. 

Mr Mandelson, an architect 
of the links, warned the Liber- 
al Democrats at the press con- 
ference they should decide 


whether they were going to ex- 
ercise “a little responsibility" af- 
ter being brought into the 
Government by Mr Blair. “1 
think the jury is out about what 
they are going to do." 

That was seen as a threat to 
the Liberal Democrats to toe 
the Government line. Govern- 
ment sources said Mr Mandel- 
son was aware of split in the 
Liberal Democrats about 
whether it was a good or bad 
thing to join the Government on 
the committee, and he was de- 
veloping that debate. 

But Liberal Democrat 
sources said it was retaliation 
against Norman Baker, a Liberal 
Democrat MP who has raised a 
series of Commons questions 


100 days . . . and the going gets harder 


As I entered Mfllbank Tower 
yesterday, it occurred to me how 
proud ray father would have 
been to tie there. . 

He was a lifelong socialist, 
and even the last time I saw him 
hewas championing the cause, 
lamenting how employers bad 
curtailed his career. Sadly, Dad 
is nojlonger with us. He spends 

two months each simmer at his 

house in the south of France. 

Labour’s first 100-day cele- 
brations therefore passed him 
by. t$ot there may be other op- 
portunities. If the party makes 
this report .a consistent event, 
and manage to stayin power for. 
as tong as the Conservatives, 
there will be about another 65 
self-aggrandising festivals. 

Yesterday's launch was no- 
table for the characters absent 
rather than those on hand.' 
Tony is in Thscany, but it seems 
Robin Cook Lord Simon and. 


From Our Wrong 
Correspondent • • . 

Richard Edmondson. Racing Correspondent, in the first of a 
series in which specialist reporters venture outride their normal 
field, watched Labour’s 100 days press conference 


Andrew Slaughter, the beaten 
Uxbridge candidate, have been 
sent to Coventry. Labour’s 
march to a century seemed to 
be going well until. like a ner- 
vous batsman, they got the 
jitters in the 9fe. 

Robin’s absence was a per- 
sonal blew. My racing colleague 
does the selection for the Glas- 
gow Herald, and there has been 
much discussion of the consis- 
tency of his tipping this week. 

Exactly 190 years ago, a horse 
called “Election” won the Der- 


by, and there have been inter- 
esting Blue Riband winners 
since. Tony Blair will know that 
“Quest For Fame" was suc- 
cessful in 1990. while Peter 
Mandelson’s favourite is doubt- 
less “Dr Devious" two years 
later. 

There was promise of a fur- 
ther racing connection yester- 
day with the appearance of the 
former steward, John Prescott. 
He, though; was not affiliated 
to the Jockey Club; rather to the 
Cunard Ime. 


The Deputy Prime Minister’s 
arrival was prefaced by sombre 
classical music - the party has 
gone from D Ream to D JReaty 
- and a film montage of public 
supporters, including that great 
voluble political animal, the 
London cabbie. 

After this Pearl and Dean 
episode came the Ibrvil] and 
Dean partnership of the tall 
chap (Mandelson) and his 
dumpy confederate (Prescott). 
On a sta ge as clean and flimsy 
as an Ikea showroom, John 
was straight into his press re- 
lease, faltering only when he in- 
explicably put the recent 
showers down to his “River- 
dance". Mandelson didn't fal- 
ter, nor would he if you lit 
matches under his feet. No 
wonder England are struggling 
when their best spioner is 
ignored. 

In spite of the trident hidden 
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Somewhere in Hanover there is 

a . kAtf ITrtr 70s 


a name but now, roans* 
Brother's persistence, the tong 
wait is over. A toast to Max 
Ctercmimo Godot • 

’ : “Godot?" asked the town 


spotted “Max", his brows fur- 
rowed as he searched among the . 
Gsfor Geroniino, and began to 
twitch nervously when the 
baby’s mother started to spell 
out G-O-D-O-T 
. The registrar was well-read. 

. He had heard about Geronirno, 
though he was pretty sure it was 
not a German name. Worse, he 
had seen . the name ■‘Godot” 
written down somewhere. “Fye 
. got it*" he exclaimed. “Godot is 

mtrowayaforename.It’safeui- 

tasy namefrom literature. You . 


can’t have iL” To prove he was 
not a heartless pen-pusher he 
nodded “Geronirno" through. 

Normally, such verdicts are fi- 
nal The laws of German 
nomenclature are strict to the 
point of defining how many 
words a name can consist of, 
and even what a‘ married 
woman is allowed to call herself. 
The systemis designed to keep 
silly names like Elvis out of the 
telephone book. The registrar 
also wanted to prevent the cbHd 
being subjected to ridicule, he 


said. But the mother did not let 
the matter rest and petitioned 
the regional court The learned 
judges have spent more than a 
year considering the matter, and 
issued their verdict yesterday. 
“Fantasy names are allowed if 
a child has several forenames, 
so that he can choose later in 
life what he wants to be called." 

The implication is that if 
Max etcetera op is for Godot he 
migh t be in trouble with the- law 
again- But that’s 17 years away 
- almost an eternity. 


in his lapel pocket and the 
long, pointed tail tucked into bis 
trousers. Mandelson’s charcoal 
suit seemed to be banging 
rather well. The minister with- 
out portfolio dislikes the media’s 
attempt to demonise him as the 
arch manipulator, yet somehow 
he had attracted more than 10 
camera crews to observe the 
simple act ofbrim reading a great 
trumpeting of the party. 

Questions were taken and 
questioners were humiliated, 
and by the end, the Fourth Es- 
tate was so concussed there web 
not even mention of the previ- 
ous day’s fourth interest rate rise . 
since Labour took office. 

Our speakers left in a red 
ministerial Jaguar with Prescott 
on the passenger side and Man- 
delson in the back. Who knows 
which of them has been in the 
driving seat while Tbny Blairwas 
away. 
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Hands-on: Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott fingering the Labour Party pledge card at yesterday's press conference Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 

Mandelson spat takes the 
shine off Labour’s party 


about Mr Mandelson’s role in 
the Government Mr Mandelson 
was said to be “deeply irritated" 
last weekend when Mr Baker's 
questions led to reports that Mr 
Mandelson had not spoken in 
the Commons for a year. 

“He is their political warfare 
minister and he is getting his re- 
taliation in. 

“This goes back to F^riiament 
and the hundreds of questions 
that Norman Baker put down, 
getting him to spell out that he 
hasn't spoken in the House 
since mid-1996. He was very 
deeply irritated about that," a 
Liberal Democrat source said. 
Labour’s first 100 days, page 12 
Leading article, page 13 
Commentary, page 15 


Michael Streeter 

A row broke out over the failed 
multi-million pound prosecu- 
tion of alleged match-fixing in 
football after former Liverpool 
goalkeeper Bruce Grobbelaar 
was yesterday cleared of ac- 
cepting a £2,000 bribe. The 
verdict, directed by Mr Justice 
McCullough after a Winchester 
jury failed to agree, ended 
claims of widespread betting 
corruption that have hung over 
English football for three years. 

As Mr Grobbelaar, current- 
ly without a team, described his 
ordeal as “heir, an MP asked 
whether it had been right to pro- 
ceed with an investigation that 
has led to two long trials and, 
according to some estimates, 
costs of up to £20m. Labour MP 
Tam Daly ell, who is tabling 
Commons questions to discov- 
er bow much public money was 
spent, said: “The whole thin g 
has been quite preposterous and 
especially the decision to hold 
a second trial after the first one 
ended without agreement by the 
jury. As someone ... who saw 
the TV and video dips of 
Grobbelaar ... I cannot imag- 
ine how it could be suggested 
that he threw the games." 

There was also anger that the 
judge refused costs to defen- 
dants John Fashanu, a former 
Wimbledon player, and ex- 
team-mate Hans Segers, both 
cleared with Mr Grobbelaar 
and businessman Heng Suan 
Lim on Thursday of conspira- 
cy to throw matches. 

Mr Justice McCullough said: 
“It seems dear Mr Fashanu 's 
own conduct brought suspidon 
on himself and led the prose- 
cution into thinking the case 



UCAS LISTINGS 

The Independent 
will be the only 
newspaper to cany 
the full official UCAS 
listings of university 
and college 
vacancies when the , 
A level results come 
out on Thursday 
(14 August). Order 
- your copy now 


QUICKLY 


Pound plunges 

The pound plunged on the for- 
eign-exchange markets after 
the Bank of England’s hint 
that no more interest-rate ris- 
es were necessary. Page 18 
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Grobbelaar celebrating with 
his wife yesterday John Voos 

against him was stronger than 
it was." It is also understood the 
Inland Revenue may investigate 
unpaid tax in football after the 
court heard that players had 
been accepting money legally to 
forecast matches for an In- 
donesian gambling syndicate. 

The Football Association has 
already announced an inquiry 
into match-forecasting and bet- 
ting and confirmed last night 
that it would examine whether 
Mr Grobbelaar had breached 
current regulations. 

Mr Fashanu, who sold his 
penthouse to fund his case, 
said he will appeal against the 
costs ruling, which could leave 
him with a personal bill of 
around £650,000. Mr Segers, 
who like Mr Grobbelaar re- 
ceived legal aid pan-way 
through the case as fends ran 
out, will lose £65,000, and his 
co-defendant at least £30,000. 
A defence source said later ‘Fi- 
nancially this can be described 
as a Pyrrhic victory." 


The theme was taken up by 
Mr Grobbelaar after the jury, 
which deliberated for 30 hours 
in total, said it was unable to 
reach a verdict on the final 
charge. At the inconclusive first 
trial the jury deliberated for 1 1 
hours alter a 34-day hearing. 
The goalkeeper denied ac- 
cepting £2,000 from his former 
business partner, Christopher 
Vincent, to throw matches, in a 
sting set up by The Sun. 

Mr Grobbelaar told a press 
conference: “The verdicts of to- 
day and yesterday are a victo- 
ry for football. Right from the 
beginning there has never been 
a game thrown, either in the fu- 
ture or in the past ... It has 
been sheer hell for my family. 
As a man who has seen a lot in 
life, for me to go through this 
has been sheer helL” He re- 
fused to comment on his legal 
bill or whether he might con- 
tinue a libel action against The 
Sun, which in November 1994 
broke the story of the alleged 
football scandal of the century. 
The paper indicated that it 
would fight any action. 

Later the Crown Prosecution 
Service, which confirmed it 
would not be seeking a second 
re-trial, defended its handling 
of the case. “The seriousness of 
the offences left no doubt that 
the public interest required a 
prosecution." 

Hampshire police also de- 
fended their investigation. As- 
sistant chief constable Peter 
Linden Jones said they had to 
investigate “very serious" alle- 
gations in The Sun, though the 
public could now be reassured 
by the verdict that there was 
nothing “untoward" in foot- 
ball. Costly case, page 3 
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Getting hitched? 

You desperately need a free copy of Look Before You 
Leap’, the man’s guide to buying an engagement ring. 

Boodle Sc Dunthoroe, the leading English jewellers, 
have packed ir with helpful information, common 
sense, and some reasonably impartial advice. 

Don’t let your credit card out of yonr sight until 
you've read it from cover to cover. Call in to pick op 
your free copy, or telephone 0171-437 5050. 

128-130 Regent Street, 

58 Brampton Road, Knigbtsbridge 

BOODLE & DUNTHORNE 
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Bomb drops into woman’s 
lap in Belfast cafe 

An incendiary bomb dropped unto a woman’s lap as she look her 
seal in a south Belfast coffee shop yesterday. The small device, 
wrapped in tissue paper, w as hid den underneath a table at the shop 
in the Finaghy district. It dropped to the floor when the customer 
got to her feet. Staff alerted the police, who evacuated the 
immediate area before Army explosives experts were called in. 
Police later confirmed the device was an incendiary. 

Scan Corrigan, a Catholic, who owns My Granny's Pantry coffee 
shop, said he was stunned by the attack. “The woman was very 
calm until she realised it was a bomb. She couldn't believe it." he 
said. “I’ve no idea why the shop was targeted." 

Lake rescue attempt on girl, 7 

The body of a seven-year-old girl was dragged from a lake 
yesterday after a car plunged into the water at Womersley, near 
Selby. North Yorkshire. The girl had been under the water for at 
least 20 minutes and attempts were being made by doctors to 
revive her. police said. Police said it was not known how many 
people were in the car and divers were searching the lake. 

Green-belt factory gets go-ahead 

Ministers have over-ruled one of their own planning inspectors to 
allow a micro-electronics plant to be built on green-belt land 
outside Sutton Coldfield, near Birmingham. Green-belt land is 
meant to be protected from construction to stop cities sprawling, 
but planning minister Richard Cabom said there were “very special 
circumstances" - the urgent need to diversify the West Midland’s 
economy and the lack of an alternative site for the plant. The 
planning application for the 140-acre site at Minworth was made by 
the Government's West Midlands Development Agency, but it is 
thought that Dutch multinational Phillips is interested in occupying 
the factory’. Nicholas Schoon 

Alien sex fiend is new Modesty Blaise 

The role of comic strip heroine 
Modesty Blaise, reportedly 
turned down by Uma Thurman 
because it involved nudity, has 
gone to the virtually unknown 
actress Natasha Henstridge 
(left). Ms Henstridge is best 
known for playing an alien sex 
fiend in the science fiction film 
Species. 

Modesty Blaise, the sexy 
adventuress from the novels by 
Peter O'Donnell and the long- 
running syndicated comic strip 
that appears in the London 
Evening Standard, was brought to the screen in 1966 by Monica 
Vitti and co-starred Terence Stamp. The new version will be 
directed by Frenchman Luc Besson, responsible for this year's box 
office blockbuster The Fifth Element. David Lister 

Children’s home worker suspended 

A core worker has been suspended as pan of an inquiry into 
allegations of physical and sexual abuse ai children s homes dating 
back more than 30 years, it emerged yesterday. Kirklees Social 
Services in West Yorkshire has received four complaints, some 
referring to the Sixties, from people who say they were mistreated 
while in care in Dewsbury. West Yorkshire police are working with 
social services and the NSPCC on the inquiry. 

Neo-Nazi concert in South Wales 

Police are to mount a major operation today to prevent any trouble 
from a planned neo-Nazi rock concert. But senior officers yesterday 
were still trying to locate the South ^V&les venue of the so-called 
“Aryan Fesf advertised in leaflets circulating among ultra-right . . > : 
extremist groups in Europe. Special protection is being given to the 
Asian festrval at Cardiff International Arena to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of independence for India and Pakistan. 

Windsor castle oil well abandoned 

A Canadian oil exploration company has abandoned its plans to 
drill an exploration borehole beneath the Queen’s Winder Castle 
after its government licence to do so expired. 

Birmingham lands Eurovision 

Birmingham's National Indoor Arena was announced as the venue 
for next May's Eurovision song contest, beating venues in London, 
Manchester, Cardiff and Glasgow to stage the event. 
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Ken Rutherford talks to the Princess on her arrival Tn Sarajevo yesterday (Photograph: Reuters) 



D iana, Princess of Wales, arrived in Bosnia yes- 
terday, and earned the praise of a landmine vic- 
tim, who said people around the world would 
not be distracted from her visit's message by world 
headlines about her new “romance". 

The princess flew into Sarajevo for Ihe start of a three- 
day visit to develop her campaign against landmines 
by meeting maimed victims, who regard themselves 
as “forgotten". She smiled and was dearly relaxed as 
she alighted from the unmarked white jet in which she 
flew from London. 

She was welcomed by a small group of officials and 
charity workers, before boarding a car carrying the 
markings of Norwegian People's Aid. Ken Rutherford, 
co-founder of the Landmine Survivors’ Network, 
which arranged the trip, was on the tarmac to welcome 
her. He had lost both his legs hi a landmine explosion 
in Somalia. 

“I have lost both my legs and I have testified to the 
US Senate and spoken to a lot of pofitidans" said Mr 
Rutherford. “I have met the Princess and she is a real 
person. She cares about this Issue In her heart 
"Ybu don't come to Bosnia for a vacation. I think most 
people around the world will see her just as I do. She 
really cares." 

American-born Mr Rutherford was an aid worker in 
Somalia in 1993 when he lost his right leg, and part 
of his left needed amputating. 

He founded Landmine Survivors’ Network in Sep- 
tember 1995 with Jerry White, also 33, who lost his 


foot when a landmine exploded on a hiking holiday 
in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights in 1984. 

Mr Rutherford said he met the Princess when she 
had ad dressed a meeting in London about landmines 
earlier this yew. 

It’s incredible that she has come to Bosnia. She is 
foe most renowned face in foe world and for her to 
support what we are doing is incredible/ 

He believed she had been particularly attracted to 
foe fact that foe network was particularly concerned 
about landmine survivors long after they were injured. 

The security surrounding foe visit was so tight that 
some of the families the Princess was te meet were 
unaware that she was coming, he said. Others had been 
told only in foe last few days. Security considerations 
meant there were few further details of the Princess’s 
itinerary, but she was due to meet groups of mainly 
military victims of landmines during an evening at an 
hotel in Tuzia last night 

International discussion about the need to ban land- 
mines had tended to ignore the problems faced by the 
victims, said Mr Rutherford. “These people become 
forgotten, shut off In their own homes." 

Diana had just returned from a Mediterranean hol- 
iday with the millionaire playboy Dodi Fayed, 41, son 
and heir of Harrods owner, Mohamed aHFayed. 

According to reports, foe Princess was seen arriv- 
ing at his apartment on Thursday night, apparently to 
have dinner with him, only hours before her departure 
for Bosnia. 


A slimmer phone 
at a slimmer price... 

the Motorola SlimLite 


Another exclusive offer ff om Talkland! 

This SlimLite is both slim (20min) and weighing in at a mere 
1 22 grams, it truly is a phone which fits into your pocket. 

With up to 40 hours of standby and 140 minutes talktime, 
large screen and silent vibrating alert this phone is hard to 
better. And with £30 off this or the Motorola 8700 there 
has never been a better time to buy. 

For your nearest store 
call 0800 259 259 
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To receive £30 off either the Motorola SlimLite or the 
Motorola 8700, simply take this coupon into your nearest 
Talkland store. They will complete it for you. 
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Heart surgeons fix it 
for Sir Jimmy Savile 

Sir Jimmy Savile was moved out of Inten- 
sive careyesterday morning, after a 
quadruple heart by-pass operation.He 
was said to be in good spirits, chatting to 
doctors and nurses as wellwishers rang 
foe hospital switchboard. 

The 71 -year-old veteran broadcaster 
and charity fundraiser, who was admitted 
to Killing beck Hospital in Leeds, West 
Yorkshire, underwent a three-hour 
quadruple bypass operation on Thursday. 

His secretary, Janet Cope, said: “He’s 
talking to foe surgeons and nurses, smB- 
ing and responding well to the operation." 

Sir Jimmy learned he needed the heart 
operation four years ago but continually 
put it off, Mrs Cope said. “He kept going 
to check-ups and putting it off until a few 
weeks ago, when his sister ChrissJe. who 
was 76, died from a heart attack. 

“I think that made him realise it was 
time for him to go in to for foe operation." 

Sir Jimmy was expected to remain in 
hospital for two weeks and must then 
take it easy for three or four months. 



His trademark cigars were not foe rea- 
son for the operation, according to foe 
doctors, said Mrs Cope. They say it is 
nothing to do with it He has a huge cigar 
burning all foe time but he never inhales, 
its just a showbiz thing,” she explained. 

it is estimated he has helped raise a 
total of more than £30 million for charity, 
including £12 million to rebuild foe Na- 
tional Spinal Injuries Centre at Stoke 
Mandeville, Buckinghamshire, where he 
partly lives and works 


Lecturer sacked for saying child sex ‘harmless’ 


Chris Brand, foe Edinburgh University 
lecturer who claimed child sex was harm- 
less in certain circumstances, was 
sacked yesterday after a tribunal found 
him guilty of gross misconduct 

The psychology don’s claims on the in- 
ternet that paedophilia was acceptable, as 
tong as the chUd was over 12 and of above 
average intelligence, were condemned as 
“disgraceful" by Professor Sir Stewart 
Sutherland, principal of the university. 

Mr Brand, 52, was suspended from his 
teaching and administrative duties last 
November following complaints about his 
conduct A university disciplinary tribunal. 


submitted its report to foe principal. 

The university faced down calls for Mr 
Brand’s resignation earlier last year after 
he wrote a book claiming whites were 
more intelligent than blacks. 

The more recent case was extraordi- 
nary, the tribunal found, because he had 
“courted further publicity and shown a 
desire to pursue his own goals at foe ex- 
pense of others." The effect of his re- 
marks was “to undermine completely any 
ot foe remaining trust and confidence 
which members of foe Department might 
have had in Mr Brand as a colleague." 

Lucy Ward 
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broadcasting . 

Radio 1 listeners fall below 
10m for the first time 

Radio Vs forthcomii^ 3 0 th listemSup 

the fizz removed yesterday, wbmi it rg®*? _ rime, 

has plunged below the W that the 

The latest statistics firom ratmgs res^rc ^ own ^ 9.67 

BBC’s pop and it drew when it was 

million listeners - just over half the yca r-oa-year is 

launched in 19d7. The loss . Sits breakfast 
largely due to Chris Evans abrupt depanu 

Show in January. mcm ths to Virgin Radio 

Evans’ fans have been ^d Heart fid in 

or vibrant local music radio is enjoying 

London. In overall national terms, ■> pg r cgQt of all 

unprecedented popularity, new ^SSSlShS^L of its 
listening. Radio 3’s audience of 23 million is jusi oau 

commercial rival. Classic FM- bleaker for the 

■me latest Rajar results ^ popularity. 

Beeb if Radio 2 and Radio 4 hadn t ooaAMca *^ hether it 
Critical attention will be focused on changes it 

gains or loses listeners 1 as ; a resitil t of ^ ro I| J3al reforms 


HEALTH 

Alcoholism cuts lives short in Russia 

that was a high consumption of alcohol, according repo 
‘^Tbeavailable evidence suggests ~ that the very high alcohol 
resulting in a very large number of circulatory deaths in midole 

overall analysis of statistics between 1984^ 19M. 

It said average life expectancy at birth f ® r 
63 jj years in 1990 to 57.6 years in 1994 and for woman from 74 4 
years to 71 years. “The magnitude and steepness of the 
fluctuations to mortality rates and life expectancy for Russia are 
without parallel in the modern era.” 
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RESEARCH 

Protein link to brain diseases 

British and German researchers have reported significant progress 
in understanding how brain cells die in people suffering from 
Huntington's chorea, as well as two other degenerative brain 
diseases. 

The findings of the researchers, published in the journal Cell. 
indicate that Huntington's chorea is caused by a build-up of 
proteins inside the cell, which eventually kills iL A similar process 
may be at work in two other crippling brain disorders, Alzheimer's 
disease and Creutzfeld- Jakob disease. 

Priority will now be given to screening for drugs that inhibit the 
protein buildup. “We all know what we think the primary event 
[cause] is, so we can start working on a cure, perhaps by stopping 
these aggregations from forming,” said Dr Gillian Bates, of Guys 
Hospital in London. 

Huntington's chorea is an hereditary degenerative that 

causes premature death of nerve cells in the brain, triggering 
mental and physical deterioration. It is characterised by involuntary 
movements of the body and dementia. 


TELECOMS 

Dialling a number you won’t forget 

Business telephone numbers could be easier to remember under 
pla^ announced yesterday by telecommunications watchdog, OfteL 
under the proposals, companies and public organisations can 
choose to change their current numbers to one prefixed with “05”, 
regardless of where they are in the country. The number will be 
followed by three digits which identify the company and six more 
to get the individual line. 

. 05 scheme will be voluntary and numbers will be available 

from 199S - Oftel hopes it will be up and running 
by 1999. The plans have been initiated in order to reduce the 
pressure on 01 numbers and lessen tbe need for future code 
changes. 

nfwU°ST i 5fe hank ', 0inxto \ toneral of Telecommunications, at 
Onel, said. “These plans are in response to dear customer 
demand. TTje scheme is primarily intended for organisations who 
operate extensive multi-site networks of their own, although 
smaller companies w ill also be able to use it 

NATURE ~ ~~ 

Birds feel heat of global wanning 

b ‘ rds now ,a y fo eir e Sgs nine days earlier each spring 
man they did a quarter century ago, say researchers, and they. 
Sj^^™an-made global warming is behind the ch ange 

TniSI £ or Ornithology analysed nest-layfogrecords for 
65 native species from 1971 to last year, kept bv huntfreds of 
dedicated amateur ornithologists. 

first cpp^S!d f< !L 20 ° f ^ awrage date when the 

fnr 3ld ^ >eca “ ie significantly earlier over the 25 years, and 

sSSSy SST- ** SKKk d0re ’ dW tha ‘ date be “™ 

, remainder of the birds, no strong trend in ese-iavine ' 

a we ^ overafl 3&SS 8 

Ind ini. t,f^L dulchcs - earlier in the year makes Sants 

^^fh^ c 0re rapiC ^' wh t h Provides more food for baby 

otras - thus there is comoetitive adv*nf„«. „,i;. 

The research 
Nature. 
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Killer had boy in his sights 


Steve Boggan 

A herom dealer whose fiv c ^ear_ 
oWse^pn ^ JdUcd ma 

rug-feud shooiing has told 
detectives that he fefo* eS foe 

bC B^fore CUb ! ra “ ,y tar 8 et ed- 
Before returning u> his 

home under heavy police 

gumd yesterday, John Bates 

the stepfather of DiUon Hull 

revealed that his assailant has 

i WaU £ d J? mil the chiid victim 

< jl S e Sby ^ SidC before ^ning 

shot through the 
head and Mr Bates suffered a 
tntnor stomach wound in the 
attack last Wednesday. 

An^y residents in Deane. 

2SS5Lf GrM WF Manc hester. 
f a pettuon yesterday to 
^ aMr ^es, 28. and DiUon’s 
K*£*-e Hull, 29. moved 
Ppm their home in Jauncey 
Street as n emerged that both 
had appeared in court last year 
on heroin dealing-related 
charges. 

Then, Mr Bates was jailed for 








- 1 months, while Recorder 
Arthur Noble, sitting at Bum- 
ley Crown Court, put Ms Hull 
on probation with the warning: 
‘I hope that you will bring 
your son up property and make 
sure he doesn't have any such 
involvement (with drugs}.” 

However, his warning went 
unheeded. Ms Hull gave birth 
to another boy. Codie, three 
weeks ago which, according to 
her father, Robert Hull, was 
bom a heroin addict. 

“He was bom addicted to 
drugs," Mr Hull told the Man- 
chester Evening News . “That’s 
why he’s still in hospital. Jane 
is a registered heroin addict" 

Bolton Social Services said 
there had been no care orders 
relating to either Dillon or 
Codie, but a spokesman said the 
family was “known” to social 
workers. 

Detective Superintendent 
Peter Ellis, the man leading the 
murder inquiiy. said Mr Bates 
had been able to give him a full 
account of the attack before dfe- 



Dillon Hull, pictured with his 
mother, Jane Hull .' 

charging himself from hospital 
and returning home in the ear- 
ly hours of yesterday. 

Mr Ellis said the assailant had 
waited in a yellow Metro while 
Mr Bales was alone in the 
street looking for Dillon. Once 
he found the boy, the gunman 
launched bis attack. 

“Mr Bates believes that the 
man had every opportunity to 


‘The man in 
the yellow 
Metro has 
chosen to 
carry out that 
attack when 
John Bates 
was with 
Dillon’ 


attack him at that time but, for 
reasons best (mown to that in- 
dividual , he did not take that 
opportunity,” said Mi Ellis. 

“The man in the yellow 
Metro has chosen to cany out 
that attack ... when John Bates 
was with Dillon. To me, that 
demonstrates the callous nature 
of the man 1 am looking for." 
Greater Manchester Pblice yes- 


terday offered a £10,000 reward 
for information leading to the 
killer’s conviction. 

The decision to allow Mr 
Bares to return home was tak- 
en after long consultations with 
police but it provoked an angry 
response from neighbours. 

“We had to respect their 
wishes to return to their home 
and their community” said Mr 
Ellis. 

“There is a increased uni- 
formed presence and we have 
taken other measures to guar- 
antee the safety of the be- 
reaved family and people of 
Deane.” 

However, many residents 
said Mr Bates's return spelled 
danger for their children. 

T am absolutely furious that 
they should let turn bad: here" 
said Bert Plimky, 58. “I feel very 
sorry for what has happened but 
there are repercussions for oth- 
er people. 1 have 14 grandchil- 
dren, but there's do way I can let 
them visit while he’s here.” 

De tails of Ms HulTs court 


published in the Lan- 
cashire Evening Telegraph, 
showed that she only avoided a 
iaQ sentence for allowing her 
home to be used for drug deal- 
ing be cause she bad DiUon. 

Mr Bates told the court that 
she had “turned a blind eye” to 

his dealing so he could fund his 

own heroin addiction. 

The court was told that Ms 
Hull had tried to remove Mr 
Bates from her home because 
of his drug abuse but she al- 
lowed him back because she was 
“fond" of ban. 

Judge Noble said he would : 
spare her from jafl for the sake 

T\TT I 


batioo for two ygare instead He 
said Ms Huh appeared to have 
been “dominated" fcy Mr Bates 
and advised her not to allow 
him back into her home until 
be had weaned himself off 
heroin. 

However, instead of weaning 
Mr Bates off heroin, it appears 
that she became hooked on the 
drug herself. 


Philistines: 
That’s what 
Sir Colin 
Davis thinks 
about the 
Cabinet 


David Lister 

Arts News Edjtor 

Tonight’s Promenade concert at 
the Royal Albert Hall is unique. 
It will undoubtedly be the only 
time during the whole prome- 
nade season that the orchestra 
is in tears at the end of the con- 
cert. 

The teenagers of foe National 
Youth Orchestra of Great 
Britain will be releasing pent- 
up emotion at the climax of their 
year as they perform Sibelius, 
Vaughan Wiliams and Tippett. 

Bat their conductor tonight, 
the illustrious Sir Colin Davis, 
has tears of genuine rage over 
foe fact that Britain’s premier 
youth orchestra is in perpetual 
financial instability. 

In an interview with The In- 
dependent, Sir Colin denounced 
foe Government as “philistine" 
for refusing to invest in youth- 
ful talent. It is foe fiist time this 
term of cultural abuse has been 
aimed at the new Labour ad- 
mirrk fraHnn. Coming from one 
of foe world’s most renowned 
conductors it is likely to sting 
both the Prime Minister and his 
Culture Secretary Chris Smith. 

TheNYO, founded in 1948, 
has produced numerous fa- 


mous musicians and conductors 
such as Sir Simon Rattle and 
Mark Elder. It costs £550,000 a 
year to run and receives only 
£25,000 from foe Arts Council 
and £800 from foe Department 
of Education. The Arts Coun- 
cil cannot give more as it does 
not give major revenue funding 
grants to amateur organisa- 
tions. 

Michael de Grey, chief ex- 
ecutive of foe orchestra, said: 
“Our future is insecure. We are 
dependent on private sponsor- 
ship and it only needs one 
sponsor to pull out and we're 
under threat. It's been a battle 
to raise sponsorship every year. 

“Yet being in this orchestra 
changes people's lives, even if 
they don’t become musicians," 
he says. “It provides them with 
discipline, teamwork, friend- 
ship and foe pursuit of excel- 
lence." 

■ The NYO has a lottery ap- 
plication for £500,000 with foe 
Arts Council, but even if they 

receive this sum, it could not go 
towards their core funding 
which takes 150 talented young- 
sters on three residential tuition 
courses a year, culminating in 
the Promi 

Sir Colin Davis is now pub- 



Sir Colin Dayis rehearsing the National Youth Orchestra for tonight’s Prom concert 


licty advocating that what is re- 
alty needed is a rethink of bow 
public money is channelled to 
foe arts. 

At present it §oes to the arts 
institutions which reach the 
biggest audiences or provide 
ground-breaking radical new 
work. But there should be a 
third strand for funding. Name- 
ly, highly talented, amateur 
outfits which bring young peo- 
ple into creating and perform- 
ing. 

Sir Colin, who has just led the 
NYO in three days of lengthy 


rehearsals, for tonight's Prom, 
forfeiting his own fee, said: 
“It’s disgraceful that foe NYO 
hardly gets any public money. 
The government advocates im- 
proving the quality of life. But 
I fear foe worst. I fear it’s gov- 
ernment by philistines for foe 
rest of my life. After the War, 
when I was a boy, there were all 
kinds of intellectuals in foe 
government — cultivated peo- 
ple. We need a bit more of that 
vision now. 

“All the NYO needs is 
£50,000 a year. Think what it 


does for these kids. They are 
welcome everywhere they go. 
Mr Blair cannot talk about 
'Education, education, and ed- 
ucation’ while grants for foe arts 
concentrate on the big institu- 
tions and leave this young peo- 
ple’s orchestra searching for 
money." 

He added: “Without sound- 
ing pretentious, those of ns 
who are older ought to work 
with foe young — give them a 
taste ofwhat it costs to play this 
kind of music, the emotional 
cost, foe mental cost, the teeb- 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 
meal cost." 

Sir Colin, former music di- 
rector at the Royal Opera 
House, said: “We [top conduc- 
torejgetpaida Jot, probably too 
much. You’ve got to plough 
something back.” 

Clare Duckworth, 17, from 
Bolton, leader of foe orchestra, 
sakt “Tboight is foe peak for the 
NYO. It’s very sad as welL 
We’ve been together for an in- 
tense time and got to know each 
other so welL we ail tend to cry 
a lot at the end of foe Prom, or 
actually in iL” 


Business deal that cost Grobbelaar dear 


Mfehael Streeter 

For the rest of his life Bruce 
Grobbelaar, the Clown Prince 
of football, will regret foe day 
in July 1992 when he walked 

into a Chester wine bar to meet, 
businessman Christopher 

Vincent. , 

It was their business deal and 

resulting friendship which was 
to lead to foe allegations of 
wiatfh- ftring against Grobbelaar 
_. a r4r rtffnpiirlv three vears 


two trials. 

Although cleared yesterday, 
foe case has been, financially at 
least, a Fynbicvictoiy. He feres 
legal bills of tens of thousands 
of pounds, the case has coin- 
cided with foe final stages of bis 
soccer career he- left Pty- 
moufo Aigyie at foe end of last 


season — and pot tremendous 
pressure on both his personal 
and business life. 

Grobbelaar, an ebullient per- 
sonality who achieved super- 
hero status on Merseyside in a 
Liverpool side foil of heroes, 
had gone into business with fel- 
low Zimbabwean Vincent. 
Knowing his playing days were 
numbered, he aimed to set up 
his future financial security. 
Even after court victory, that 
dream seems shattered. 

The goalkeeper was to lose 
£70,000 when their safari com- 
pany Mondoro collapsed in 
1994, but foe personal fell-out 
was even more spectacular. 
feeling hurt, and seeking mon- 
ey and “revenge”, Mr Vincent 
went to foe Sun newspaper 

wifo a remarkable story: that the . 

Liverpool and Southampton 


‘Grobbelaar received treachery and 
lies in return for giving Vincent his 
time, money and friendship’ 


goalkeeper, one of foe biggest 
names in English soccer, nad 
been trying to fix foe result of 
Premier League games for a Fax 
East gambling syndicate. 

The newspaper used Mr Vin- 
cent to setup a “sting", in a se- 
ries of interviews with his old 
friend in October 1994 which 
were secretly videotaped- It 
was these tapes which formed 
the charge that Grobbelaar 
took £2,00& from Mr Vincent as 
a bribe to influence football 
games for another- invented - 
syndicate, and on which he was 
formally cleared yesterday. 


The footballer claimed later 
that he had been stringing Mr 
Vincent along, suspecting that 
his former friend maybe trying 
to set him up. 

The re-trial jury also spotted 
that a crucial line from the video 
tape had been missed by both 
prosecution and defence and 
did not appear in the tran- 
script; that when Grobbelaar 
picked up the £2,000 offered fry 
the non-existent syndicate it 
was onty after Mr Vincent, re- 
ferring to foe cash, said to him, 
“I don’t have a jacket, you car- 
ry this.” 


Thejury was unable to reach 
a verdict on foe charge against 
Grobbelaar and the judge en- 
tered a verdict of not guilty. 

Mr Vincent, the key prose- 
cution witness, was attacked by 
the defence. 

Rodney Kievan QC. Grobbe- 
laar’s counsel, said foe player 
had given Mr Vmcent his tune, 
his money and his friendship. 
“In return he has received 
treacbeiy and, more impor- 
tantly, he has received lies,” he 
said. 

The defence highlighted 
Grobbelaar’s reputation, from 
boy soldier with the Rhodesian 
army to the man who comfort- 
ed the famili es of victims after 
the Hillsborough tragedy. 

His remarkable, and some- 
times lighthearted approach to 
football came from his expe- 


riences on national service. 
“Losing a game is not a 
tragedy after experiencing 
border raids and having to 
eat beetles because you are out 
of rations." 

A string of impressive expert 
witnesses, including 1966 Yforid 
Cup heroes Gordon Banks, 
former Arsenal goalkeeper and 
television pundit goalkeeper 
Bob Wilson, and foe goalkeep- 
er’s manager at Southampton 
Alan Ball, testified to Grobbe- 
Iaar’s performances . 

Grobbelaar yesterday mov- 
ingly thanked foe fens who had 
stood by him. 

Their attitude was summed 
up by a front page headline in 
a Liverpool newspaper when 
the allegations were first 
made. It ran: “We standby our 
man”. 


IN TOMORROW’S FIVE-SECTION INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 



Pretty woman 

The renaissance of 
■ JnEa Roberts 

■ 

Early starter 

Meet Reuben Singh, a 
multi-millionaire at 20 


After A-levels 

How to plan a great 
gap year experience 

a 

Elvis and me 

One girl's memories 
of the King 


Madrid break 

From just £158 with our 
special reader offer 

■ 

Flying squad 

Behind the scenes at air 
traffic control 


Manhunting 

If I'm so fabulous, then how 
come I'm still single? 


The Big Match 

AH the Ashes action plus the 
Premiership kick-off 


Les Cross 
Channel 
Bargains 
of ‘97 



Short 

Break 


Sunday Preview Fantasy Football 

Full seven-day terrestrial Sign up for a chance to win 

and satellite TV listings a trip to the World Cup 


from 

£89 

return 


^Club^ 

.Break. 


from 

£129 

return 


% "1 

Economy 

kRetumj 


from 

£1A9 



lowest prices 
guaranteed. 




Ij Shurtfl fliarwtoo ttw lowest Duty Fn*> pr*»a across ttis 

tdmeal Duty Free product ftyt cheaper from another cross-Channel operator whhln 
twmy«ni day* from the data you purchased h from L»! Shuttle well refund thedifferent* 
EwfcjdsspniiniiMwJ prices or prices (H ft are conditional upon mebng other pmdi&iM 
APdai ma mu* be made within twenty -eight day* of purchase from Ur Shuttle. ftS* 
quoted Include car and all passengers end ere valid between 10pm and 6am 


■t 




On the tight, twisting Knockhill circu 


it last weekend, it was business as usual for Audi, the reigning 
ons The two Audi A4 quattros finished first and second in both races, as well as 


British Touring Car Champ 

All this despite a 65kg weight penalty. Haven t we been here before? 
the qualifying rounds. ^ 


Audi 

Vorsprung durchTechnik 







‘-r ^ 



r 


^M^SSent^mtur^y 


9 AUGUST 1997 


news 










Tmnslakkm: 

Cornish is now 
an official 
language 


J-ucy Ward and 
Louise iury 


The Cornish language, widely 
thought to survive onhr in the 
dusty books of scholars, has 
Deco given a new lease of life af- 
ter qualifications in the subject 
gained government recognition. 

Examinations run by the Cor- 
nish Language Board and ac- 
credited by Cornwall's local 
education authority have been 
officially approved on the advice 
of the Schools Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority, which 
oversees qualifications. 

The decision will prompt cel- 
ebrations among Cornish na- 
tionalists campaigning for 
greater recognition of Cornish 
identity, prompted by a resur- 
gence m Celtic language and 
music together with a sense of 
injustice at poor investment in 
the county by the En glish across 
the Tamar, 

But the step has exposed old 
rifts between scholars and speak- 
ers over which version of the lan- 
guage is most authentic. Polite 
but pointed accusations are fly- 
ing between those who believe 
late or modem Cornish, dating 
from 1504, is the purest fonu. 
and exponents of a different ver- 
sion based on medieval texts. 

The medievalists insist that 
their language reflects the vo- 
cabulary and grammar of Cor- 
nish in its 15th-century golden 
age. while purists mutter dark 
allegations of the use of com- 
puters by their rivals to stan- 
dardise spellings and forms. 

The Cornish Language 
Board examinations fall into the 
medieval camp. The secretary 
of the board. Wella Brown, 
said: “Cornish died at the end 
of the 18th century, so you 
have to deride whether to .re- 
vive the corpse of a man in his 
prime or of somebody in the lat- 
ter stages of life. The bulk of the 
revivahsts deride the best option 


is to lake the language at ils 
peak in the golden age of the 
1400s and revive that.” 

The 300 or more people 
studying this version of Cornish 
in classes around the county each 
year will speak a “tidied up" lan- 
guage surprisingly similar lo 
their forebears five centuries 
earlier. Mr Brown contends. 

The purists, represented by the 
Cornish Language Council, have 
no livdt with standardised forms. 
They stress the three distinct pe- 
riods of early, medieval and late 
or “modem" Cornish. Evidence 
crisis of a fisherman speaking the 
language as late as the 1890s. the 
council says, and argues that suf- 
ficient record remains of the 
spelling, vocabulary and sound 
of modem Cornish lo recon- 
struct it with great accuracy. 

Richard Gendall, honorary 
research fellow at the Institute 
of Cornish Studies and a mem- 
ber of the council, insisted its 
version represented true his- 
torical Cornish. The language 
board, he claimed, was begin- 
ning to lose ground. "They 
have lost credibility with the uni- 
versities, it is only a matter of 
time before they are rumbled." 

As the two camps, and some 
five other bodies claiming to 
represent true Cornish, con- 
tinue their scholarly squabbles, 
the fact remains that commit- 
ted Cornish speakers remain 
relatively rare. Last year, few- 
er than 60 candidates sat the 
board exams, and 13 were from 1 
outside Cornwall, including the 
Czech Republic, Wales. Ger- 
many and the United States. 

Jan GendaU, folklorist and 
member of the language coun- 
cil admits: “The numbers of 
people who could sit down and 
chat in Cornish on any subject 
from space travel lo knights in 
shining armour are very few. 
The number who would shout 
for help in Cornish if they were 
drowning are even fewer." 



Spelt out: Richard Gendall at home yesterday with his new Cornish dictionary. It took him IS years to research 


Wtotograph: Paul Slater/Apex 


Lexicon brings ancient words back to life 


Lpiase Jury 


A retired teacher has 
produced the first dictionary 
to present historically pure 
Cornish. 

Richard Gendall's Practical 
Dictionary of Modem Cornish 
b as dealt a blow to the notion 
that the Cornish language has 
been dead for centuries. 
Previous Cornish dictionaries 
have always incorporated 
Breton and Welsh. 

In 15 years of research Mr 
Gendall has gathered 10,000 
entries, starting from 1504, 
the date of the last great 
medieval Cornish epic. He 
believes they show that late or 
modem Cornish was the 


richest period of the 
language. Technological 
words were being added as 
recently as Victorian times, 
coping with the introduction 
of steam engines to the 
expansion of tin mining 

Dr Philip Payton, director 
of the Institute of Cornish 
Studies in Truro, said he 
thought Mr Gendall’s 
dictionary was an “extremely 
important piece of work". 

“Most of the work that has 
been done by Cornish 
scholars has focused on the 
medieval period. But this 
shows us that Cornish was a 
diverse and vibrant language 
in the late period." 

What is more, Cornish still 


A beginner’s guide 


Melten da. Good morning. 
Fatel era why a keel? How 

are you? (Literally, How are you 
doing?) 

Benatewgana. Goodbye. 
Durdaladawhy. Thank you. 
(Literally. God repay you.) 

It’s beam an gathe. That's 
nonsense. (Literally. That's 
the fart of the cat.) 


Molatuendalaas. A 

general curse, literally, God's 
curse in your stomach. 

Cornish versions of names- 
Tamsin, Cornish forThomasi- 
na. Jennifer, Cornish for 
Guinivere. Catteme, Cornish 
for Kata Lowena, increasingly 
popular Cornish version of Joy. 


has some life left in it yet. Mr 
Gendall said that many words 
are still in everyday use. 



year 


in Sennen. It means 
lighthouse. 

People living in Cornwall 
who still use local dialect 
terms “are the last Cornish 
speakers", he said yesterday. 


“Anyone who uses a dialect 
word is using live Cornish." 

Mr Gendall, 73, from 
Liskeard, is an honorary 
research fellow at the 
Institute of Cornish Studies, 
which is part of Exeter 
University. • • 

He began learning the 
language at the age of four, 
because his parents had a 
calendar of Cornish phrases 
behind the bathroom door. 

With tiie resurgence of 
interest in Cornish 
nationalism, the language is 
also provoking much interest. 

“Cornish people are losing 
houses, losing dialect, losing 
jobs," he said. “But there is 
aothing like the knowledge 


that you possess a distinctive 
language to make you feel 
you belong together." 

About 42 per cent of 
people living in Cornwall 
nowadays can claim Cornish 
ancestry, he said. In some 
areas, such as Redruth, where 
the closure of Cornwall's last 
tin mine was announced this 
week, the figure is more than 
60 per cent. But in other 
places there are almost no 
“real" Cornish people left. 

□ Practical Dictionary of 
Modem Cornish. Available 
from selected bookshops, and 
from Tee re ha Tatfaz, TregriU 
Vean, Meohcniot, Liskeard, 
Cornwall PL143PL, for 
£11.60 inc. 


Family PC 



7 [fenor PI60MMX" Family PC from Tune 
Cornputss w is a sate of the an nutaneda 
PC fa home and small business vests which 
comes complete wth brier's 1 cdMHz . 
Pentium* processor™* MMX" teehroJoar. 
airaswe 32Nfo RAM memory, bige 32Gb . 
hard CfeS. fast 33.6 voce modem and a 
superb Lous software bundle. 

Older eariyanS also /wave a FREE Epsar 
Style colour Hikttt printer CaH direct or war 
one of our 34 natiorwtde retail shtwooms 
; now: At pet £999 +VATand 2 years 
INiatEST FREE CSEDTr. when you buy tne 
Bus medal the aarivtsrte best MMX** 
tow PC deal bi the UK 


The Family PC 



fMtC SOMHCMtl MMX" ■*£» +WT sdn Cl 16331 
•UHedomu 
•aafSbSOEbMdWr 
•ISIttXmoUrIM 

» 14° SVBA MOaedp wwn CIS" Btt MB+WT -OIXR 

■ StmoiMnntindrMkn 
i aSSk npMtiual ocha 

'64-toft GnpMrauting upload spa** WU 
► »|PEGli*a*taWM !***«»'«■> 

• 7 bay Mop »i«wn ih pw W"** 

mummrttt— H 

■ 33,6 vote* aodam rack i4hM(M l Hn« and 
wtaxiri wmteHh Narwt&rJowB and McratfW 

dsjrrafcicrit trill 

. am itanJanl ftiituiM a mur w nmw fgwai 

taiiMUmitirKMMrihaii 

PM, top** court ! *»««*■**»• * ejen, 80 
rm»«*K i*r s** «■ &V 

bririamgtnM 


irttHMM, 
in 


MIKU'WMr. 


Quality Software Bundle Offer Extended Until 16th August 


111 ■ Tililiirillrilii<*i>« r i > ‘ >rt l'~'r~i J "‘ 

■ i MiBiiSBiB 

«>***> “***• 


— “ rr “sr ” “xir S 

ntu aemfra « 




TV f. ^rirn'T 

t , N * h’ ,H % % 

1 Lu kvii W 


rw it T . *** w y t * 

v t 1 I J I % I / / 

T - \ M 

J v k . • fl , li ,i; T .i 

» ■' 1L. 0. AjL ilk. U 


Otter Must End 16* August 


01282 777 111 


IJm Open: Monday- Wday MOmMBpm, Swriwafitaa - UOpm 


HTtfTlE 

COMPUTER SYSTEMS 








Selected stores now open until 10.30pm. 

Offer runs from 7.8.97 to 1 3.8.97 inclusive. 
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BW INTEREST FREE 
OPTION* ON ALL 
PRODUCTS OVER tiOO 

WHEN PURCHASED WITH MASTERCARE COVERPLAN SERVICE AGREEMENT. 


FREE INSTALLATION on ALL CD CAR HI-FI 


SONY 


■ 4x35 ivstts outpu*- 

■ Detachable front panel 
with alarm. 

■ Aula iwoh. 

Modal XR3750. 


SONY bd 

Car Berflo C urett e 

■ RDS digital tunec. 

■ Detachable front panel. 

■ Jay stick comroQet- 

Modei XRG450R05. 
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SAVE * 
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a PIONEER 

1 Car Radio Cassette 

■ ROS digital 

H 4 « 35 watts output. 

■ Detachabl e fron t panel 
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ON A RANGE OF CAMCORDERS 


F»ioNeeR 


f" 3 ‘'7^’? CUSKYS 3 P!C£ 

179.99 


SALt PKICI. 

399 
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HI-8 

CAMCORDERS 
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FREE OPTION* SAVE £100 
WHICH CAMERA? BEST BUY 


SALE PRICE 



JVC 


DIGITAL 

LATEST TECHNOLOGY 
CAMCORDERS 


■ Digital picture storage for higher 
quaaty recording. «rith no loss of 
qualty at playback, or Bfter 

copying. 

■ Comacts ti» your PC to transfer 
your *ta or moving Inagei onto 
sown (using optimal enaction 

m. 

a Uttra-poworhd (SgltaJ room 





E2S5S22 


a RDS dtgtial tuner. 

■ Detachable paneL 

■ Logie controls. 
Model ajfloaia 


PANASONIC a 

CD Boatdanger System 

■ 6 (fisc capacity. 

■ Digital tuner with 

2« presets. 

Model R11S. 

Birr now nor 6 months 


159 


.99! 
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CURFVS FRi'C£ 

209 



PANASONIC ^ 
CD Timer 

N Detachable front panel. 

■ 4x35 watt output. 
ModeiCODPSOa 
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SAVEtotIlof£40 

OIM CAMERAS 
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SONY IBB Btam Caiacanfer 
wit h 13a v ariaMe Speed Zoom 

■ Remote control 

■ Programmable iirto-wposwt 
Modd TR401 . was £549.99. 


SONY IU Canenntar «*h Kb Oigtai lean 
Model 1H760. Was £64959 IV4iaU.4L.TUJ 
In-store Price £599.99. I ^ 
tlWBiSNIHBTnBontM* fLYilPfl 

SAVE A TOEU. OF £71 KAUPDQ IriPAJ 

KQ5MT or MIUM Hr tea 


HALF 
PRICE 

ACCESSORY K '• AVAilASLS | 
CAT, 'CODERS 


SONY BKJMnknAU'MkBt 

Ccfaur LCD Saren red Speetar IdaMi&MM 
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JVC WfrC tesmhrmkh tooteattma 

Character generator. NiMl4-.l-.IHJ 
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FUSE OPTION* SAVE £50 iLLmi 
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HITACHI 


FUJI 


NEW 

TECHNOLOGY 

ADVANCED 


Drop-in film for easy 

loading. 

Disc storage means 
no more negatives. 

Choice of 3 different 
picture formats. 


. ... 
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FUJI 


Advanced Photo System Zoom Camera 

■ 30-60mro zoom lens. 

■ Red-eye reduction mode. 

Model POTONEX 200. W m £169.99 In-store Price £14939. 
SAVE A TOTAL OF £40 


‘.99! 


FREE 14" TV 







FUJI as-TOmna Zoom C ompact Camera 

■ UrgeWewflnder. ■*WJ33Ba 

■ Auto redeye IVTV 

reducing flash. BIZI! RH 

Model DO70. ■rrAVI 

Was £12939. SAME £30 
WHKH CMM0A7 BEST BUY 


rUJI E93 Digital Can 

■ 640x480 pixels. 

■ Stores 141 to 60 pictures. 

■ hdudes ZM) SmanneOi unL 
Model DS-7. 

LAHGBt STORES OM.Y 


CUaBYS S-R>CE . 

499; 


PERSONAL AND PORTABLE CD HI-FI 


FREE RUCKSACK 

WITH ALL PORTABLE CD SYSTEMS OVER £95 AND 
ALL ANTI-SHOCK PERSONAL CD PLAYERS 
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SAVE % elOO 

ON SELECTED CAMCORDERS 



CURRYS PRICE 
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£33.99 




■ 3-band radio. 

■ Bass expander. 

■ Remote control 
Model MCDZ155. 

FREE RUCKSACK 
Ask in-store for details 
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SANYO BBM a-G—rfe 

■MObxrltafnder W^-aUJJIR. 

■ Hi-fi stereo sound. ■TTyJaB 

■ Remote control niyL fijf 

Modal VlffiOBO. Was £47939.ft#2**j 
Lrvstore PrtCB £44939. 
nwmaamaasrfm tvnomsmATtnw. 

OF a* nooma ACCBSOBNSAd tordetafls 


SANYO tend CD Ptaywwlth Car Kh 

■ Digital arid-shock. 

■ Maim adaptor. 

Model CDJMSSCIC. 

Was £U93K was £10939. 

Was £9939. 

SAVE £30 

FOB RUOtSAOC Ask for details 


Model DE301. 
iivstore price 




1.991 


5 ALt PRICE 


£99,99 


Model CFOZ120. 
in-store Price 

£129.99. 

»VC£10 ns RdCTCSAOC Ask for detafc, 
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Only Currys bring you all this... 


NEXT DAY DELIVERY 

6 INSTALLATION 

7 DAYS A WEEK 


, -> 

: MASTERCARE 


FQK YEARS TO 
COME 

Up to 5 years expert 
service support 
when you buy a 
Masterckre 
Caverpian Service 
Agreeiment. 
♦rUHWTBtEST 
Rtff OPTION WHEN 
PURCHASED WITH 
ANY PRODUCT OVBI 
£100. Ask In-store 
for details. 


With Currys Premier 
Advantage Account 
you can take 
advantage of any 
credit offer in-store. 
Ask for details. 



4 f 1 « : ' A : 


For diract doorstep 
delivery. Freephone 
0500 304304 or fax 
01442 888145 (9am- 
530pm Mon-Sat 
T0am-5pm Son). 
Delivery charges 
from £335. Part of 
0S6 Retail Lad- 



Repairs 7 days a week 
(same day wherever 
possible}. 


Available in-store. 


KHOTUB 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

0891 S16S16 
CbIIs cost 50p per 
minute. 


For most large rcems 
if you phone before 
OHE ■ Kb™ Monday to 
Friday and lire 
whhai 10 miles of 
a-Currys store. 
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On atl free-standing 
gas and electric 
cookers by CORGI 
registered engineers 
(exdudes Northern 
Ireland and selected 
Scottish stores). 
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Pay a Tint deposit than ncrtMnp ter the deferred period 
ksdkatad with We preduet. Yon on than repay the loan in 
M. laterest Bee. or by monthly tastahnenti when irAerest 
wN be charged M an APR of 234% from the dree of the 
agie ame nt . Eaa^le based oattmoruta Buy Now Pay imo. 
Cash price £39939. 20% depodi £8030. Other pay ttw toe 
aadl CA £31939 wtthla U months or 36 monthly paynms 
by dtetf dabflof <1&M. Ibof etnaunr peraMe £B>L6L 




watch out for our voucherspecTals:]! 
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news 


It jumps, it 

moves, it 
makes you 
laugh and 

cry. . .but 
is it art? 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


The Simpsons, television’s cult 
cartoon comedy series, is now 
art, a notion that might drive the 
anarchic, iconoclastic famQv to 
hysterics. 

Original drawings from the 
series wiD feature in their own 
exhibition. The Simpsons Ani- 
mation Art Exhibition, at the 
Animation Art Gallery in Great 
Castle Street, London, from 
next weekend. 

The exhibition will be opened 
by Yeardley Smith, the actress 
who is the voice of Lisa Simp- 
son. The drawing themselves are 
likely to fetch up to £500 each. 

In moving from the anima- 


tion studios to the art market. 
The Simpsons are pan of a 
growing realisation among gal- 
leries of the desirability among 
collectors for original examples 
of screen animation. The most 
common reasons have been 
nostalgia and interest in cinema 
and television history, which is 
why early Disney drawings still 
fetch the premium prices. 

But latterly much more 
recent animation is appearing 
in galleries and at auction 
houses. The Simpsons is only six 
years old. And the successes 
British animation from 
Cosgrove Hall studios are also 
attracting attention. 

Russell Singler of the Ani- 
mation Art Gallery says: “Ani- 


Lawrence 
inquiry 
to be held 
in public 


Jason Bemetto 

Crime Correspondent 

The inquiry into the murder of 
Stephen Lawrence will be held 
in public in a bunding close to 
where the black teenager was 
stabbed to death, it was an- 
nounced yesterday. 

An appeal will be made for 
people to come forward with 
evidence. The inquiry, as well as 
examining the circumstances 
surrounding the killing, will also 
have wide-ranging implications 
for how the police and courts 
deal with racially motivated 

‘An appeal will 
be made for 
people to provide 
evidence’ 

djnne. Sir William Mac- pherson 

of Guny, the judge heading the 
inquiry, said yesterday that he in- 
tended proceed-ings to be “as 
open as possible". 

He said public bearings 
would be held later this year and 
an appeal would be made fm: 
people to come forward. The 
judge, formerly a High Court 
judge of the Queen's Bench, was 
appointed by the Home Secre- 
tary Jack Straw to lead them- 
quiry last week. The 
announcement followed a meet- 
ing between Mr Straw and the 
Lawrence family- 

The. inquiry will be given 
powers last used in Lord 


man’s 1981 inquiry into the 
Brixion riots. It win examine the 
events surrounding the stab- 
bing of the 1 8-year-old student 
at a bus stop in Eltham, south- 
east London, in 1993. 

Sir William met his fellow in- 
quiry members for the first 
time at the Home Office in Lon- 
don, yesterday. He shook the 
hand of Tom Cook, the former 
Deputy Chief Constable of 
West Yorkshire Police, the Rt 
Rev John Sentamu, Bishop of 
Stepney, and Dr Richard Stone, 
chairman of the Jewish Coun- 
. cfl for Racial Equality. 

Sir William said in a state- 
ment: “We will be bolding pub- 
lic hearings later this year and 
we would like them to take 
place in Greenwich. A public ap- 
peal will be made for people to 
come forward with evidence. 
Following that appeal decisions 
will be nude about who will be 
called before the inquiry.” 

The Police Complaints Au- 
thority is currently investigating 
complaints made by the Law- 
rence family about the Metro- 
politan Police's handling of the 
case. They are expected to com- 
plete the ir findings by October. 

' Ftdler details of their report wiD 

be piibEsbed - this has only hap- 
pened on four previous occa- 
sions - although witness state- 
ments will be kept secret 

Sir William ’s inquitywill only 
begin after the authority's report 
has been completed. The in- 
quiry has been given power to 
summon any person or obtain 
any documents. Refusal to tes- 
tify would be contempt of court 

.and could lead to imprisonment 


Police move to stop 
Nazi rock concert 


I an Burefl 


A major police operation stak- 
ing place to prevent hundreds 
ofNaziskinheads from all over 
Eurbpestaging a rally and rock 
concert in South VVhles today. 

After a raid on a house in 
Cardiff on Thursday; pq&« 
oiade four arrests and seized 
weapons and 30 boxes of 

literature. - v ; • _ 

Billy Bartlett, 29, from 
Cardin, was charged with pub- 
lic order offences and released 

on bail His girlfriend and two 
other men, both Americans, 
were released without charge. 

. Blood and Honour, the Nazi 
skinhead group which is behind 

the event is hoping to attract up 

I0 1,000 supponeri^areond 

150 skinheads travelling from 
fiance, Germany and Belgmm. 
But the police initiative was to- 
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Moving pictures: Russell Singler of the Animation Art Gallery with a cel from Disney’s 1337 film Snow White and the Seven Dwa 


mation art is highly collectible. 
We specialise in Disney, Wann- 
er Brothers and Hanna Barbcra, 
but many of the smaller studios 
have also produced collectible 
animation. 

“The range goes from £20 to 
several thousand pounds. The 
most expensive item we have is 


a six-dwarf set up from the orig- 
inal 1937 drawings for Show 
While and The Seven Dwarfs. 
That is priced at £5.600.“ 
Alongside Disney in Mr Sin- 
gler's gallery arc Batman and 
Spiderman animation art. The 
Ftintstones from the Eighties 
(£400), as opposed to the orig- 


inal Flintstone drawings from 
the Sixties which are very rare 
and would fetch £1,800. 

Key characters from our 
childhoods inspire higher 
prices. An original storyboard 
drawing of Cruella De VU 
from Disney’s 101 Damnations 
is valued ai £2^00. And at 


mniinn in the United States the 
biggest rarities, drawings from 
early black-and-white 1930s 
short films starring Mickey 
Mouse, have commanded a 
Sim price. 

Mr Singler said: “Everyone 
has their favourite cartoon 

character and we can find them 


an original from that series. 
Finding the original cels - a 

angle scene which will make up 

only afraction of a second of toe 
veraoa seen on film - can be dif- 
ficult “Most of the older ani- 
mation cels were just thrown 
away,” says Mr Singler. “They 
were never seen as anything of 


value but today it’s quite 
different. This is North Amer- 
ican heritage.” 

The Simpsons is art, adds Mr 
Singler, “because art is some- 
thing you bay because you en- 
joy looking at it It means 

something to you, inspires emo- 
tions and you enjoy it”. 


day threatening to create amas- 
sive loss-of-face for the organ- 
isers who are believed to have 
bebn searching for last minute 
alternative venues in foe west of 
England. ! 

Plans for the so^aDed “Aryan 
Music Fest” have ' alarmed 
po liticians Tnriu dm g . the South 
•Sfeles MERGfcnys Kmnodt, 
and the Plaid Cymru presi- 
dent, Daiydd Wigley. MP, who 
have called for a ban. And the 
Anti-Nazi League has called on. 
supporters to rally in Cardiff 
and Bridgend. 

* The British Nazi skins, who 
arc highly regarded by their 
peers in other countries, face 
humiliation over the climb- 
down: Similar events are staged 
regularly In .Germany, with 
1,000 people attending and ■ s 
British skinhead bands invited 1 1 
to play as headline -acts. 
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news 



Drenched in 
Devon, but 
there’s always 
a sunny side 


Thousands were heading 10 the 
coast vesterday to take advan- 
tace of the holiest weekend the 
vear so far while certam pans 
of the country were still mop- 
ping up from some of the worst 
storms in decades, _ 

With temperatures in central 
and southern England set to 
reach 30C. the sudden good 
weather follows a week in which 
pans of Britain have suffered 
torrential rain, flooding hun- 
dreds of properties and closing 
scores of roads. 

South Wales and the South- 
west were the most badly 
affected parts of the country. 
Id cast Devon, where three 
inches of rain fell in just 
45 minutes on Thursday night, 
the worst flash floods for 
decades forced the evacuation 
of nearlv a thousand holiday- 
makers 'from a campsite near 
Honiton. 

In the village of Ottery Si 
Maiv, the water reached three 
feet in places. The town’s fire 
station was flooded, and fire- 
fighters’ cars had to be rescued. 
Martin Weiler, of the Environ- 
ment Agency, described the 
severe thunderstorm as “very, 
very unusual”. 

By yesterday morning, 
however, the heavy rain was 


receding and raopping-up 
operations could begin to clear 
roads blocked by the deluge. 

The road-rescue organisa- 
tions are advising motorists 
dial most roads in the area are 
passable with care. 

“The A30. the main route in 
and out of the West Country, 
has been reopened, but some 
minor roads remain underwa- 
ter.” said an RAC spokes- 
woman. . . ... 

But the recent rain is still 
likely to add to problems on 
the roads as thousands of peo- 
ple head for beaches in Devon 
and Cornwall. 

Meanwhile, the bookmak- 
er; William Hill have cut the 
odds on the temperature reach- 
ing 100F (37.8C) this year from 
50-1 to 33-1. 

Graham Sharpe, Hill s 
spokesman, said: “On the 
hottest day of the year so far, 
we have taken a string of 
bets, and it could cost us a 
payout of up to £250,000 if 
100F is reached for the first 
time.” 

The sunny weather is 
expected to break at _ the 
beginning of next week giving 
a gloomy outlook. Thundery 
showers will hit most parts of the 
country 


Wash out: A family carrying their belongings after heavy rain 


flooded their campsite at Ottery St Mary, 
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Court comes 
to the aid of 
Saudi nurses 
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Ian BtareB 

Two British nurses accused of 
murder in Saudi Arabia heard 
yesterday that their chances of 
avoiding the death penalty had 
increased after an Australian 
court ruling. 

The brother of murdered 
Australian nurse Yvonne Gil- 
ford has called for her British 
former colleagues. Deborah 
Parry and Lucille McLauchlan, 
to be executed if they are con- 
victed of the killing. 

But there is intense dispute 
over whether Frank Gilford 
has the legal right to represent 
his family’s wishes on the pos- 
sible beheading of the accused . 

Yesterday die South Aus- 
tralian State Supreme Court or- 
dered him not to make further 
calls for the death penalty un- 
til his mother’s mental state has 
been assessed. 

Judge Len .King said there 
were serious questions about the 
mental competency of Muriel 
Gilford, and ordered her son 
not to claim she backed the po- 
tential death penalty for her 
daughter's killers. 

Under Saudi law. a call for 
the death penalty by a victim’s 
family must be unanimous. 

Michael Dark, representing 
Ms Parry, 41 . and Ms McLauch- 
Jan, 31. welcomed the decision 
of the Adelaide court and 
said it is now up to the Saudi 
courts to decide what happens 
next. „ , 

“We were given until Sunday 
to produce evidence showing 
that Mrs Gilford is nut mentally 
competent." he said. 

“We asked Frank Gilford’s 
lawyers if they would let us have 
any" evidence to confirm lhai she 
is in a nursing home but they re- 



Accused: The nurses Deborah Parry (left) and Lucille 
McLauchlan could be beheaded if found guilty of murder 

— some sort of guardian should be 

We didn’t have 

phnirp Michael Boyian, representing 

II1ULX1 ulUitCj Frank and Muriel Gilford, said 

Vn- 1 + f a aclr tV\P tfae Australian proceedings 

UUb LU dan. Liic were ^ a i [eiri pt to interfere in 

Australians to i e %S'^. were " abuse of 

Tlpln IT Q* He said Frank Gilford's com- 

Ilcip UO meats had been made through 

his lawyers in Saudi Arabia 

and were outside the jurisdic- 

fused.” he said. “We didn’t lion of the Australian court, 
have much choice but to ask the It is possible, though uniike- 
courts in Australia to help us. ly, that the case will finish this 
which they have done." weekend. 

The lawyer said that Mr Gil- No Westerner has been exe- 
ford's mother, who is believed cutcd in Saudi Arabia although 
to suffer from Alzheimer’s Dis- dozens of foreigners, mostly 
ease, is not mentally competent Asians convicted of drug smug- 
lo agree with her son's call for gling, are executed in the king- 
execution. dom every year. 

Speculating on what might The dead nurse’s body was 
happen when Saudi proceeding!: found in December in her room 

resume tomorrow at the sharia at the King Fahd Military Med- 
court. Mr Dark said: “The ical Complex, where the three 
judge will either say there can worked, 
he no unanimous decision made Forensic reports showed 

because Mrs Gilford is not that the victim had been 
competent. stabbed 13 times, beaten and 

“Or it might be decided that suffocated. 


fused." he said. “We didn't 
have much choice but to ask the 
courts in Australia to help us, 
which they have done.” 

The lawyer said that Mr Gil- 
ford's mother, who is believed 
to suffer from Alzheimer's Dis- 
ease. is not mentally competent 
to agree with her son’s call for 
execution. 

Speculating on what might 
happen when Saudi proceedings 
resume tomorrow at the sharia 
court. Mr Dark said: “The 
judge will either say there can 
he no unanimous decision made 
because Mrs Gilford is not 
competent. 

“Or it might be decided that 
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Foreign dissidents face jail 
in crackdown on terrorism 
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Jason Bermetto 

Crime Correspondent 

Foreign extremists in Britain 
plotting lo cany out terrorism 
abroad could be jailed under 
proposals being considered by 
ministers. 

The Home Office confirmed 
yesterday that it was at an early 
stage of examining whether to 
introduce new legislation to 
outlaw dissidents conspiring lu 
commit crimes in other 
countries. 

The move follows growing 
concern that London is being 
used as a base by extremists to 
plot or finance terrorist allacks. 

The powers could be used lo 
silence people such as the Saudi 
dissident Mohamcd al-Masari 
who has waged a campaign by 


fax machine from Britain for the 
violent overthrow of the Saudi 
royal family. 

Israel has also complained to 
Britain that radical Arab groups 
such as Hamas and Islamic Ji- 
had are using London as a 
conduit for funds. 

Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary, said in a letter to the 
Board of Jewish Deputies that 
Labour was "carefully consid- 
ering the question of introduc- 
ing legislation that would give 
the courts jurisdiction over acts 
of conspiracy performed in this 
country in respect of criminal 
acts abroad". 

A private member’s Bill by 
the Tory MP Nigel Waterson 
dunng the last Parliament bad 
a similar objective but failed 
because there was no quorum 


flflfl t 





in the Commons. This led to a 
slanging match between the 
parties, each blaming the other 
tor the break down. 

Mr Masari successfully 
fought an attempt last year by 
Michael Howard, the then Tbiy 
Home Secretary, to have him 
deported to the Caribbean is- 
land of Dominica. 

Mr Howard was forced to 
make a U-turn after a High 
Court ruling that he bad 
circurnv e □ ted the UN Conven- 
tion on Refugees for “diplo* 
made and trade reasons’*. His 
presence in Britain was an cm* 
barrassment for the Tory Gov- 
ernment- It had been keen tu 
maintain friendly relations with 
the Saudis in order to preserve 
£20bn of arms sales and protect 
jobs. . v - •! 
















The world 
hates the 
French . . . 

and they 
don’t like 
each other 


PARIS DAYS 


“p rea * Debate in the British 
Press, said the headline in Le 
Figaro. “Are the French De- 
testable?” 

The Daily Mail sent a re- 
porter to find out He discov- 
er** the French were appalling, 
w&s there any chance that the 
Mail might have reached the op- 
posite conclusion? 

The great debate has been 
raging for three weeks (or, if you 
msist, for over 900 years). It 
started with a survey of tourists 
ty the Paris Chamber of Com- 
merce, which concluded that 
many foreign visitors, and not 
just the British, regarded France 
as a wonderful country, scarred 
by the fact that it was inhabit- 
ed by the French. 

The British found the natives 
arrogant, rude and dianiganiytt; 
the Germans tho ught they were 
arrogant, rude and unwashed. 
And so on. 

This was cheered in the 
British tabloid press as an own 
goal: that is, the French are so 
insufferable that they are forced 
to admit it themselves. In truth. 


the report pointed to something 
else: die French, or some of the 
French, are aware they climb 
(one way or another) up the 
nasal cavities of foreign visitors 
and they are trying to do some- 
thing about iu 

In nay experience, the French, 
especialRryounger generations 
of Ftenca people, are not quite 
so implacably and splendidly 
rude to foreigners as they used 
tobe. 

The second salvo of cross- 
Channel bile was fired by the 
small Cotswolds town of Stow- 
in-the-Wold, which might now. 
perhaps, consider changing its 
name to Stuck-in-the-Mud. Its 
parish council rejected a plan to 
twin with a French town, citfog 
grievances ranging from the 
mad cow dispute to the 
Hundred Years Wit. 

Twinning, if it has any 
purpose at all, is intended to 
overcome dotty and vacuous 
prejudices of this kind: Stow 
preferred to cherish its 
prejudices. 

The French were rather 


than 20 years. (1 did try to check 
bow many French towns and vil- 
lages are twinned with British 
ones; but this is August. The 
only person at the French twin- 
ning association. Cites Unies, 
who knew how to work the com- 
puter was away on holiday.) 

Julian Barnes, the fran- 
cophile British novelist, 
attempted this week to place the 
disoiganised-detestable-French 
debate in perspective. In an 
open letter to the people of 
France, published in Le Figaro, 
he told them, in effect: yes, you 
are awful but that’s what makes 
you French and you mustn’t 
change. We would hate that 
even more. 

He summed up: “Your his- 
toric role in Europe, especially 
for the British, is to embody 
Otherness ... Don’t wash just to 
please the Germans. Don't or- 
ganise yourselves better just to 
please the British. Do you see 
that pavement? Let your dog do 
its business on it without hesi- 
tation. It’s your patriotic duty." 

There is a rich paradox here. 
France is already the most vis- 
ited country in the world. The 
decline of the franc means 
France is likely to break all 
records for receiving foreigners 


v the British liked to make 
if them but did not suspect 
. outright hostility existed, 
e of the post-Stow com- 
lary in French press was 
over the top; it failed to 
t out that scores of British 
is and villages are content- 
twinned with similar places 
ranee and, in some cases, 
milar places. 

Tiat, for instance, does 

m have in common with Le 
s? And yet the towns have 
i happDy twinned for more 


this year: w ell over 60 milli on, 
including 10 million from 
Britain. 

Not only do many of these 
visitors say they dislike the 
French; many of the French say 
they dislike the visitors. As the 
satirical newspaper Le Canard 
Enchain^ commented, turning 
the conclusion of the Parisian 
visitor survey on its head: “The 
French like tourism but not 
tourists.” 

They are hardly alone in 
this. But, as I tried to explain 
once before (only to be accused 
of trench-bashing), there is a 
particular difficulty for the 
French in getting on with for- 
eigners because they don’t read- 

Yes, you are 
awful but that’s 
what makes you 
French ... don’t 
wash to please 
the Germans or 
get organised 
to please 
the British’ 

Julian Barnes 



international 


significant shorts 


Buthelezi party storms out of 
peace talks with the ANC 

South Africa’s Zulu-based Inkatba Freedom Party withdrew 
from talks to end bitter decad^long turfwus 
Rodent Nelson Mandela’s African National Congr^ 
^Cflnkatha chairman, Ben Ngubane, cited the bias shown 
SSparty at Truth and Rflconalmflon Comnusaon 
this week as the main reason. Maqgosalhu 
Sdtek the IFP leader and Home Affaire Minister m Mr 
Mandela’s cabinet, was accused at Jeanog thts week of 
taowta* about kffliugs C«ffid out b, H^gned Dmtan 


Essence of Frenchness: How accurate Is the Image of a nation implacably and splendidly rude to foreigners? 
There are signs of change, especially among the younger generations Photograph: UPP 


hit-squads. 

Bomb damages Swedish stadium 

A bomb destroyed part of a sports stadium in Stockholm 
but no one was hurt. The device, which exploded m the 
mess stand, spread debris and bricks into a nearby street 
TOot was no warning of the explosion, which foDowed a 
number of attacks on sports arenas. Swedish media have 
££5 5Sm to opponents of Stockholm’s bid for the 2004 
Summer Olympics. "Tin very sony to hear about it, the 
IateraationaJOlympic Committee president, JuanAntomo 
Samaranch, said. AP- Stockholm 

Rebel bishop denounces Pope's visit 

Hie rebel French bishop Jacques GaiDot accused the Pope 
of encouraging militant anti-abortion groups by honouring 
one of their heroes during a visit to Ranee this month. Mgr 
Gaflfot, husted by the Vatican from his diocese in 3995 
because of his views, said a visit to the grave of the Jerome 
Leieune would be seen as symbolic support for the militant 
groups. Reuters - Paris 

Suspected spy beaten to death 

A man suspected of being a police spy was beaten to death 
at a Nairobi rally and hundreds of opposition supporters 
took to the streets to press demands for reform. Some 
1.000 activists turned up for the rally to hear speakers 
demand reforms from President Daniel arap Moi before 
elections due this year. A man identified as Gilbert Ahanya 
Simiyu was pronounced dead on arrival at hospital. 

Reuters- Nairobi 

Italy plays down Somalia torture cases 

Italy confirmed that soldiers tortured Somalis on a 
peace-keeping missi on but a report said the abuses were 
not widespread and senior officers were largely blameless. 
The report was produced by a commission set up after the 
press printed allegations of rape, murder and brutality by 
Italian soldiers serving in a US-led humanitarian mission to 
Somalia from 1992 to 1994. Reuters- Rome 

Sob story on Elvis anniversary 

The town of Detune has been rocked by claims that a bust 
of Elvis Presley has started to weep. As the 20th 
anniversary of his death approaches, a Dut chman says his 
statue of the Xing has begun to shed “tears of joy". “He is 
crying for all his fans around the world," Tbon 
Nieuweohuisen said. “He knows how much they love him." 

Reuters- Detime 

Mean greens wreck kitchen 

When an explosion rocked a flat in Vladimir, near Moscow, 
firefighters and police scaled a ladder to a shattered Iritcben 
window, unsure of what they would find. Rather than a 
bomb, they discovered only two shattered jars of pickled 
cucumbers that a housewife had placed on a shelf in the 
sun. AP- Moscow 


fly, on a casual basis, get on with 
one another. Chummmess is not 
a French talent 
More precisely, Ranee op- 
erates on the basis of familiar- 
ity and established groups of 
relatives, friends and clients. If 
you are a stranger, whether 
foreign or otherwise, you should 
expect the minimum service 
and maximum charge. Once 
you become an established 
member of a community, how- 



ever informal, everything 
changes. 

I go to the same cafe every 
morning to read the French 
newspapers. Madame, the pa- 
tronne, is fearsomely rude to 
foreign tourists who show the 
slightest hesitation in giving 
their ordeT. But she brings my 
usual coffee and croissant with 
a smile. This week, with half of 
Paris closed down, she was un- 
able to secure croissants from 
her usual suppliers. 

On Monday, she apologised, 
almost tearfully: I could have no 
croissant with my coffee. 
TUesday, she had located an 
tentative source. There were no 
croissants displayed on the 
counter. They were too 
precious to offer to the public. 
But she came to me furtively 
and triumphantly with a crois- 
sant on a small white plate and 
said: “Look, I managed to get 
you one..." 

I sat staring out at the de- 
serted boulevard, cbompi 
proudly what might have 6een 
- Marlon Brando eat your heart 
out - The Last Croissant in 
Paris. 

John Lichfield 


Miracle-worker pulls off deal 
among feuding Bosnians 


us "tenner 


Europeans wheedle and 
in to little or no effect 
1 States Secretary of State 
erne Albright harangues 
snts TUdjman and M3o- 

i public- and in vain. But 

j&hard Holbrooke steps 
nfo the stage the feuding 
} of former Yugoslavia 
j]y, almost miraculously, 

0 a host of issues that have 

1 aE progress on the Bosn- 
ice deal for months and 

eatened to plunge the 
* 5 — •> armed conflict. 
lr Holbrooke, 
io pulled off the 
Bosnia at Day- 
ecember 1995, 
deal on 


id will go to a Serb and 
Tbkyo to a Bosnian Croat. The 
other 30-odd diplomatic post- 
ings will be distributed equably 

between the three communities. 

Leaders of the Muslim-Croat 
federation and the self-govern- 
ing Bosnian Serb entity also 
agreed fo set up a commission on 
the Bosnian telephone network 
- the business of a single coun- 
try code having bedevilled ties be- 



red totally in- 
rrivedbackin 
ia two days 

" . - I JL.U 


at the request of 


j, Bosnia’s 

foiled Na- 

Muslim, Wash- 



Holbrooke: Recoiled for 
special diplomatic mission 


tween foe two Bosnian entities 
and assumed enormous, sinister, 
significance for the Serbs. 

Several disputes evaded so- 
lution even by Mr Holbrooke. 
Among them are Bosnia’s new 
currency and final responsibil- 
ity for issuing passports and re- 
solving questions of citizenship. 
Both are pressing issues for the 
Bosnian Serbs, as they will af- 
fect their independence from the 
SaiajevogovottmcnL The Scats 
want ro unite tbefr currency with 
Belgrade, not Sarajevo. They 
also want to give several hun- 
dred thousand Serb r “ 
from Croatia M tits 
which Sarajevo opposes. 

But foe US envoy wassatisfied. 
“These are steps forward and 
pretty solid ones," he said after 
10 hours of meetings. 

The US and the European 
Union states suspended recog- 
nition of Bosnia’s present. Mus- 
lim-dominated ambassadorial 
coups after an internationally 
imposed deadline for the dis- 
tribution of posts among Mus- 
lims Sobs and Croats ran out 
on 1 August German officials 
yesterday said they would now 


recommend their partners to re- 
sume diplomatic contact with 
Sarajevo immediately as a result 
of the talks.. 

Mr Holbrooke yesterday 
headed for the northern town 
of Banja Luka to show his sup- 
port for the so-called “moder- 
ate” Bosnian Serb President, 
BUjana Plavsic, in her power 
struggle with the former Bosn- 
ian Serb president and indict- 
ed war criminal Radovan 
Karadzic. 

After his triumph at Dayton 
in 1995, which ended Bosnia’s 
bloody three-and-a-half-year 
rivfl war, Mr Holbrooke left the 
diplomatic fieki for private busi- 
ness. Since then, Bosnia's peace 
process has all but collapsed and 
the more emollient tactics of his 
successors in mediation have 
only persuaded the Bosnian 
factions that they can get away 
with not fulfilling any of the Day- 
ton provisions. Resident Qin- 
ton’s fears that it would not be 
possible to withdraw 8,000 US 
peacekeepers next year, there- 
fore, led to the bullish Mr Hol- 
brooke befog recalled for this 
one-off special mission. 
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Embers of Berlin cigarette wars smoulder on 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 

After more than 40 deaths in 
Berlin's notorious cigarette 
wars, 16 members of the city’s 
top Vietnamese mafia appeared 
yesterday in a bullet-proof 
courtroom, opening the biggest 
trial in post-war Germany 
against organised crime. 

Hiding his face from the 
cameras, “Ngoc the Merciful'’ 
led his soldiers into the room. 
Mr Ngoc, whose real name is Le 
Duy Bao, was allegedly the 
leader of the eponymous Ngoc 
Tftien gang, the terror of the 
Berlin underworld. 

His men controlled three- 
quarters of the illicit cigarette 
trade worth 1.5bn German 
marks annually. Mr Ngoc and 
his cohorts, including his 16- 
year-old girlfriend who col- 
lapsed in court yesterday, are 
charged with nine counts of 
murder, extortion, kidnapping 
and illegal possession of 
weapons. 

By the time Mr Ngoc, 26, and 
his closest aides were arrested 
in a raid last September, more 
than 40 Vietnamese had been 
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ritually murdered in the in- 
ternecine battle for Berlin. 

The police were clueless. 
They were led to the gang’s 
hide-out by a Vietnamese 
woman whom they had kid- 
napped. 
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Even with the boss behind 
bars the war continued, until, 
most of the nest of the gang were 
wound up during a shootout in 
December with a. rival group. 
About 30 of Mr Ngoc’s alleged 
associates are still at liberty, but 


appear to have been silenced re- 
‘ cently by their foes. 

The origins of the conflict §o. 
back to the foil of the Berlin 
Will in 1989, when Vietnamese 
students and guest workers in 
East Germany were left sud- 
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denly without a livehhood. Prof- 
iting initially from the low price 
of cigarettes in Eastern Europe, 
the Vietnamese set up a simple 
smuggling operation, and start- 
ed to appear on Berlin’s street 
comers flogging their wares. 
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North Vietnamese mafia. It 
was in response to this killing 
that Mr Ngoc allegedly set up 
fois own outfit, reorganising the 
North Vietnamese into a potent 
military force. 

Mr Ngoc’s group proved un- 
stoppable, taking more than 
g0(I out of Berlin s 1 000 selling 
points. Each cigarette vendor 
had to pay up to DM14,000 
(£4,700) to the organisation 
for a street location protected 
by the mob. Those who did not 
l pay up were beheaded. 

"hie other groups called up 
reinforcements from the old 
country. Soon several armies 
I were fighting it out. The death 
I toll stood above 30 when Mr 

None made his bigaest move in 


May last year, allegedly dis- 
patching seven people, all sus- 
pected Quang-Bihn soldiers, 
to their deaths. The victims 
were found tied up with two bul- 
lets each in the head. 

The Berlin police set up a spe- 
cial ra^lr force to fight the mobs, 
but their ensuing success owed 
more in gang rivalry than diligent 
detective work. Mr Ngoc and bis 
peopte were shopped by their un- 
derwork) enemies. 

The trade is now believed to 
take place in flats in East 
i Berlin’s housing estates and 
there are signs the gangs are ex- 


panding to other cities in the 

ei The police’s task against the 
invisible enemy has become 
harder. All they know xs that the 
Quang-Bihn gang are the new 
masters, and their soldiers have 
been spotted in Leipzig and the 
Czech Republic. 

Meanwhile, smuggling is be- 
coming a white-collar crime, 
employing sophisticated ac- 
counting tricks to evade the law. 
Ontv a small portion of the cig- 
arettes, which sell for half their 
shop price, reach Berlin via the 
“ant-trade" - hidden in columns 
of cars crawling past the border 
points from Poland. 

Most of the goods, arriving tw 
ship from the US. are loaded 
onto lorries at bonded ware- 
houses in Rotterdam. Posing as 
legitimate importers, the mob- 
sters' agents avoid excise duty 
in the Netherlands. The cargo 
then goes directly to Berlin 
and vanishes. Or it is loaded 
onto boats heading for Lithua- 
nia, where it is reloaded onto a 
lorey, mysteriously avoiding 
Lithuanian tax. The lorry then 
goes to Poland where the ciga- 
rettes are packed into furniture 
bound for Germany. Even with 
the biggest gang behind bars; re- 
ports of the death of the illicit 
cigarette trade seem premature. 


Test benefits of cannabis, 
say American scientists 


Washington (AP) —Marijuana 
should be scientifically tested on 
patients to determine if smok- 
ing the weed can help sick peo- 
ple combat nausea and other 
serious conditions, a panel of 
United States experts has 
condnded. 

The eight- member committee 
of experts said that scientific 
study of marijuana's medical 
value should be separated 
“from the societal debate over 
the potential harmfal effects of 
non-medical marijuana use.” 
The committee called on the Na- 
tional Institutes of Health to 
“facilitate” grants studying 


marijuana nse in treating 
patients. 

‘All decisions on the ultimate 
usefulness of a medical inter- 
vention are based on a benefit- 
risk calculation,” the report 
said. “Marijuana should be no 
exception to this generally ac- 
cepted principle." 

Fbr treatment of some con- 
ditions, “marijuana looks 
promising enough to recom- 
mend that there be new con- 
trolled stu dies," committee 
chairman Dr WHEam Beaver, of 
Washington's Georgetown Uni- 
versity School of Medicine, is 
quoted as saying in the report 
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South Lebanon crisis: Civilians in line of fire as Hizboilah and Israel set about each other with shells, bombs and missiles 


Dogs of war 
straining 

at the leash 


Robert risk 

Beirut 


" 0nths ^ Israel’s 
bloody Grapes of Wrath” op- 
eration left almost 200 
Lebanese civilians dead, histo- 
ry is repealing itself in southern 
Lebanon. Lebanese civilians 
axe cut to pieces by Israeli 
shells or blown up by bombs - 
™ the Israelis and 
Hizbouah guerrillas blame each 
other- while pro- Israeli militi- 
amen and Hizboilah members 
die almost daily. Israel yester- 
day promised to revenge 
Hizboilah “terror” after two 
rockets — which Hizboilah say 
they never fired - exploded 
over the Israeli border, slighl- 
lywounding an Israeli woman. 
This is how it all began last dme. 

The horror of another war in 
southern Lebanon is thus 
matched only by its pre- 
dictability - and. as usual, the 
rhetoric was coming yesterday 
almost as fast as the shellfire. 
Sayed Hassan Nasrallah, the 
Hizboilah leader, and Moshe 
Fogel, the Israeli government 

spokesman, were roaring like li- 
ons in Beirut and Jerusalem - 
far enough from the battlefield 
to know that they were unlike- 
ly to be among the casualties - 
each vowing to strike back at the 
other for their respective attacks 
on civilians. 

With equal predictability, ra- 
dio and television coverage fo- 
cused on the two Katyushas 
which hit Israel as the “start” of 
a new crisis - ignoring the fact 
that the crisis has been building 
over the past month with a se- 
ries of Lebanese deaths, most 
of whom were civilians. 

Sayed Nasrallah 's remarks at 
a press conference in Beirut 
were not likely to dispel the pes- 
simism. The south Lebanon 
cease-fire. - backed by. a five- 
power trace committee - was no 
longer protecting civilians, he 
said. “We say that returning to 
use other means to protect 
civilians has become necessary 
- what remains is the right tim- 
ing and wisdom to safeguard 
civilians.'’ But he did not say if 
these “other means” meant 
further Katyusha attacks on Is- 
rael, and denied that the two 
missiles fired yesterday morn- 
ing came from the Hizboilah. 


When his organisation used 

missUes, he said, they claimed 
them. “We’re not the kind who 
launch rockets at night and 
hide in the morning.” 

The Israelis reported that a 
synagogue was damaged by one 
of the rockets - which may have 
been fired by Palestinians - 
and that the injured Israeli 
woman had been hit by pieces 
of glass. In fact, over the past 
1 2 months, civilian deaths - at 
least 20 have been recorded - 
have been entirety confined to 
Lebanese, most of them killed 
by Israel or its “South Lebanon 
Army” mUitia allies, although 
the mother and her two children 
killed by a bomb at Merkaba on 
Thursday may well have been 
the victims of a Hizboilah boo- 
by-trap aimed at the Israelis. 

There might be some reason 
to hope for an end to hostilities 
if the Syrian-Israeli-Lebanese- 
American-French cease-fire 
committee - which is to meet 
again tomorrow - was taken 
more seriously. 

At the most recent session, 
however, the Lebanese delegate 
spent some time arguing that 
the Israelis were “trivialising” 
the committee by raising minor 
incidents, whtic his Israeli op- 
posite number spent an equal 
amount of time complai nin g 
that the Lebanese delegate was 
trying to “show off" to the new 
chairmen of the committee. 
This, needless to say, is not the 
stuff of which peace is made. 

It is not difficult to find rea- 
sons for the frustration of both 
sides. In the occupation zone, 
the Israelis - losing soldiers 
weekly to Hizboilah attacks 
while their “SLA” allies are de- 
serting or passing information 
to the Hizboilah - are holding 
a militarily untenable area with 
little purpose or future. 

The occupation zone cannot 
stop rocket attacks on Israel - 
as the April 1996 war proved aD 
too vividly - but cannot be 
abandoned without loss of face 
by a right-wing Likud govern- 
ment The Hizboilah. after the 
killing of five of their men - in- 
cluding their head of guerrilla 
operations for Nabatea -by Is- 
raeli booby-trap bombs this 
week, have sworn to retaliate. 

Civilian casualties have been 
treated with the deepest cyni- 


Rocket attack 
raises stakes 
in border zone 


Eric S9ver 

Jerusalem 


X was anxious fast night to 
r an escalation of violence 
is the Lebanese border 
wing the first Katyusha 
»t attack on Israeli civilians 
6 months. 

te ground-to-ground rock- 
tt a synagogue in the mrtb- 
town of Kiiyat Sbmooa 
ig eady-moming prayeo. A 
an passer-by was lightly 
ided by flying glass. Hun- 
s of trippers cancelled 
lend visits to Gahlee. 
ider a deal which ended Is- 
; Grapes of Wrath opera- 
last year, Israel and the 
Hah Sbia militia agreed 
civilian popula- 




n, though the low-inten- 
ar between the Israeli 
md die militia has con- 
I in Israel’s self-pro 
•d South Lebanese 


Katyusha raid on long- 
ig Knyat Shmona. where 
aJs take to their shelters 
best hint of trouble, came 
:nd of a week of mount- 

fbem. Helicopter-borne 

commandos killed two 
[ah chieftains and three 
■ men. _ 

ofiah retaliated by kfflmg 
ibanese civilians and a 

hi the Israeli-sponsored 

Lebanese Army’’. A 
Ltional monitoring com- 

s to consider complaints 

jth sides tomorrow. 
Israelis were encour- 
owever, by yesterdays 
ah announcement from 
hat tbelslamic Party of 

s not responsible for the 
ba firing on Kiiyat 
a. As one official put it 
salem, “What’s impor- 
not whether they are 
he truth, but that they 


Netanyahu: Sanctions may 
yet prove hard to justify 

want to cool tilings down.” On 

the eve of a new initiative by the 

American Middle East peace 
coordinator, Dennis Ross, Is- 
rael too is not looking for a re- 
turn bout with Hizboilah. 

The Prime Minister, Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, has enough 
on his plate with the Palestini- 
ans. not least because claims 
that the 30 July suicide 

bombers, who kifiedB civilians 

in a Jerusalem market, infil- 
trated from abroad are looking 
increasingly plausible. If this is 
confirmed, it win be much hard- 
er for Mr Netanyahu to justify 
the crushing sanctions he im- 
posed on Palestinian workers 
and travellers. 

Israeli officials are also dis- 
turbed by intelligence reports 
that Iran, Hizbollah’s paymas- 
ter and principal supplier, has 
been trying to extend the range 
of the Katyushas. Up to now, 
the antiquated Russian rockets 
have been able to hit only a nar- 
row strip on the Israeli side of 
the bonier. Israel would rather 
not give Hizboilah a pretext for 
testing any longer-range mod- 
el, which would increase the 
population vulnerable to at- 
tack and the political pressures 
that would generate. 


cism. When Israeli planes 
bombed u hill in southern 
Lebanon this week, killing two 
farmers, the Israeli military 
spokesman claimed “accurate 
hits” on “terrorist targets." 

This may be comforting news 
Tor Israelis but it sounded little 
less than obscene lo a Lebanese 
audience. Nor is there any end 
in sight. The Hizboilah attacked 
another “SLA” position yes- 
terday at Tayr Hnrfa with 15 
mortars, one of them a direct 
hit The Israelis responded with 
25 shells from mortars, artillery 
and tanks. No one was wound- 
ed - this time. 



Rough welcome: Hecklers barrack Leah, widow of the assassinated Israeli prime minister Yitzhak Rabin, during a visit she 
to Jerusalem’s Mahane Yehuda market, the site of last week’s double suicide bombing 
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To triad out more, calmly pop into y( 
sranen or call us on 0300 412 214, 


You can stm: look in a in the mirror new. 
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amMtAMb Instruct the valuer (procedures differ in scotlandi. the valuation refund cannot if used in conjunction with anv other valuation refund offer, the above flow promotional offer is only available to first time buyers who apply through an 
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AMBRMN mIoTn IK RESERVE THE RIGHT TO WITHDRAW THU MORTGAGE OFFER WITHOUT ANY PRIOR NOTICE YOUR HOME IS SECURITY FOR THE LOAN AND MUST IE ADEQUATELY INSURED LOANS ARE SUBJECT TO STATUS AND VALUATION AND ARE Only AVAILABLE TO PEOPLE AOED IE 
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T .ahour^first 100 days 


A stronger, 
fairer Britain? 


The Blair revolution ... » n 


their own words 



Ministers 


JOHN PRESCOTT 

Deputy Prime Minister 

By Integrating environment, transmit 
and regional developmentinto ' ores 
ministry, and putting the 
Minister in charge, we have sent trie 
dearest stanaltto the erngonmertis at 
the heartof Government thinkjng. Rom 

■ - —— mail* 


their report on 


progress so far 


L abour marked its first 100 days in office 
vcsterday by announcing that Tony 
Blair will give an annual statement on 
the Government’s performance. 

The Independent asked Cabinet ministers to 
provide an audit of what they believe they have 
achieved during the 100 days. We also returned 
to our panel of voters in Redditch, a group which 
personified the millions who switched their 

votes from Tory io Labour. 

Issuing a check-list for the first 100 days. John 
Prescott, the Deputy Prime Minister, said the 
Government was delivering its side of a contract 
for a “stronger, fairer, modern Britain" without 
of o 


1UI *1 ' — 

anv sense of complacency. 

“Wc believe we have got off to a flying start. 


This is not the end of our crusade, but only the 
beginning," he said. 

Peter Mandelson, minister without portfolio, 
said it had “not been easy” and hard decisions 
bad been taken. 

Minis ters across Whitehall have told The In- 
dependent in their end-of-tenn reports that they 
have found the pace of change “breath-taking” . 

The highlight of the 100 days for many was 
the decision by the IRA renew its ceasefire in 
Northern Ireland. But there have been many 
more changes, from independence for the Bank 
of England to next month’s referendums m wales 
and Scotland on devolution. 

Leading article, page 13 
Commentators, page 15 





Horctwood Bench 5ft <1 .52m) 

Cusrton nol Inducted- 


WAS £190 040 

£99 



Parasol 

2m. Available 
in green and 
white or 
burgundy 
ana white 
stripe. 


WAS £40 


£20 



Safari 

SSBgi. 

oiled hardwood. 
Seats 4 people. 


WAS £80 



£40 


Char-Cron 

Portable ©as 
Barbecue 

Heavy duty steel 
with chrome 
plated grin, legs 
swing up and 

double cb 

carrying handles 


II 


ChartroBCB50 
Gas Barbecue 

Cast Iron cooking 
grate, steel body 
and legs, single 
stainless steel 
burner. 



B&Q 


IQC8I council SMTOWi “ - 

impinges on the quality of people s Iwss 

in ways large and small. 

We are boosting social bousing, 
releasing nearly Eft- “ — J ^ 


J ituucu i iuinii 

releasing neany 1 1 bn of cartel 
And we are not just concerned about 
the quantity of housing but the quality. 
Our showpiece Millennium 
Project at Greenwich will meet the best 
technical, social and ecological 
standards. Our Environmental < Task 
Force will match skins to need, tram 
home insulation to nature conservation. 
VVe are revitalising local democracy, to r 
example offering Londoners an elected 
mayor and a strategic assembly. 

Plans for Regional Development 
Agencies have been overwhelmingly 
endorsed, allowing people tocreate 
wealth in their own communities instead 
of retying on others. 

Our integrated transport policy will aim 
to shift the emphasis to public transport 
and relieve road congestion. 
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„ b* ir, store tor detail 8 or phono 


JACK STRAW 
Home Secretary 


My priority when I !? 


onenaere. me unne 

will put many of these reforms into law, 

■ vat in HpIiupt mir aaitv 



When Tony Blair sp°k y^^june. 
the atrf ]°fP^f^rtnbutior. to the speech 

Department's u _ ocor f /ft* 

was the nakihg awW 

committo hjnjjg children 

"ASS?&isssh- 

basic health care, a k et eojng 


all. I 





progress year cn year 


J t- - 


ANN TAYLOR 
Leader of the House 


ICU IV Uiw . ■ 

deluding measures to deliver our earty 
pledge for a fast-track for persistent 

r O M .nm H wi n ronoff 1 


pieage rar a Tasi-u iv- 
ySrra^offenders; ensure they repair the 
damage they do to victims and the 

‘ rnot/o ruaroal<5 mnn 




~’Sz. 


aanwyc un r uu w — ■ 

commuruty; and make parents more 
responsible for the children's behaviour. 
The Bin will strengthen corrvnunitie 




i ne am will strengthen convnuniti^ 
by giving the police and local 
new powers to tackle disorder and will 
create new offences of racially 
motivated violence and harassment. We 
have already implemented other key 
manifesto commitments, inducting 

. _ n:if i* hnn/ini IhC 


S^p^Tfony Btarr prim^ ^nnuir^rfornMnce review 




introducing a Bill to ban handguns 
ns nave taken up much of my 


Prisons i k»vg icuwi . uk • • 
time over the last 100 days.Last morth. 
awarded the Service an 
cope with overcrowding. My department 
is presently drawing up legislation to 
incorporate into UK law the European 
Convention on Human Rights, and last 
month l announced that frie 1999 
European elections would be fought 
under a PR system. 

Since 2 May 1 have announced: a 
judicial inquiry into the Stephen l^rence 
* .rthsr et iiwvt for crime victims, 


package of measures to help them get 
into work using up to £200m from the 
windfall tax. 

And we are taking steps to ensure 
that everyone can enjoy a secure and 
dignified retirement. VAT on fuel has 
been cut to 5 per cent and we have 
announced a wide-ranging review of all 
aspects of pension provision.. 


asss-M- 

^'ajsav&rt- E55m has gone to 
the Football Trust to improve ground 

. . t -i ...o haun COT I IH mtr 


.JUlUOll IHWiiw ■■■■I ~ JL- 

safety and and we have set up the 
Football Task Force. 


MO MOWLAM 
Northern Ireland Secretary 


We have begun to make the process of 
governance in Northern Ireland more 
open and included more people in 

. im, riav-iQinncf nn ISSL 


tOIDaU . .. 

Broadcasting: We removed the 
outdated Charnel Four funding formula 
to help C4 spend more on diverse 
programme-making and British film. 


judicial inquiry „„ „ , — . - - 

murder, further support for ‘ [Staina make key decisions on issues 

new measures to help spoofing. We have injected 

work- proposals for a new offence of "* e ^ intn rviorite 

corruption to include bribery of MPs; and 
plans for a new Race Relations Forum. 


MARGARET BECKETT 
President at the Board of Trade 


SSSSSSssSSSt 

tilling myself to wt 


eduratioa'NHS patient care and getting 
people off benefit and into work. 


ROBIN COOK 
Foreign Secretary 


In the first fortnight in office I drew up a 
Mission Statement which set out four key 
objectives: , , . 

To enhance Britain s security by 
promoting inlemational stability and 

fostering strong alliances; 

To make maximum use ot our 
overseas posts to promote trade abroad 
and create jobs at home; 

To improve our quality ot life by 
working with others to protect the 
common environment and tackle 
international crime; 

To secure respect for Britain s 
commitment to building a strong 
international community based on 
democratic values. 

In Europe, we announced our 
intention to sign up to the Spcra/ 

Chapter. During the conclusion of 
thetirter-Govemmental Conference we 
defended our national interests robustly 
without indulging in petty 
obstructionism. 

The Government has played a leading 
role in strengthening the international 
community’s resolve to impiwn^ the 
Dayton Peace Agreement in Bosnta. Wb 
have shown our determination to ensure 
tfiat those indicted for war crimes are 
brought to justice. 

Elsewhere, we have ensured tns 
successful transfer of sovereignty over 

. ■ r*k-,ina anrl hmm tUB 


lopie uii ua ic«n a. ■■■" 

We have taken decisive steps to 

improve the prospects tor tasringpeace- 
Much had been put in place by the 
previous govemmentWe added danty 

and new impetus. .. .. 

Setbacks - such as the disturbances 
after the Drumcree parade - have been 
followed by advances like the peaceful 
outcome of the July 1 2th weekend 
The IRA restored their ceasefire on 
July 20th. The talks process wiH be in 

earnest on 15 September to tackle the 

core issues al the heart of Northern 
Ireland's problems. We want to see aU 
parties arguing their case on behalf ot 
the people they represent 


of my work since we have bee 
Govemmeait 1Q 

Bins were introduced wjj > ™ 

^ iQ79i- six Bills recBveo Royal ^ssem. 
four White Papers were published; and 

15 I°have l sd I abou1 modernising the 
Ht^ of Commons, which has indited 

and setting up a Select 
Mndemi matron In the autumn a Da.ty 
Si replace the order paper 
Some Bills will be earned orer to he 
next «ression, ensunng vita! -ork is nc. 
wastki and there will be 
legislative inquiry stage, wj] “JJ 
Sation within and outside -he Ho^- 
Drugs Challenge Fund awards hffv.e 
been set up. with £2m going to /9 anii 
dnws^artnerships. An avtra £im has 
been generated irom business and 
voluntary sectors.We also plan iO 
advertise for UK Anti Drugs Lo-ordmator 


committing myself to working with 
business. I have delivered on this 
promise. As a first step. I launched 
Competitiveness UK. We have: 
Established a Taskforce tor 
Competitiveness in Eu/ppe; held a 
Competitiveness Summit; announced a 
new Advisory Group, plans for a While 
Paper and, most recently, published 
proposals for the reform of UK 
competition few. , 

Announced a wide-ranging review ot 
utility regulation, pledged to introduce 
electricity and gas competition. 

Awarded 235m support tor research 
and training projects to improve UK 
competitiveness. 


JACK CUNNINGHAM 
Agriculture Minister 



Our manifesto aims were to maf-e 
consumer involvement and protection 
the recognised cornerstone of M*Fr s 
role, to improve standards of animal 
welfare; and to get the EU ban on Brush 
beef exports lifted as soon as possible 
Within a matter ot days, I announce-.. 
my intention to update the ministry to 
become more open and accountable 
including preparing a new mission 
statement and a change of name. 

By mid-June Elliot Moriey, Minister 
for Fisheries and the Countryside, had 
drawn up new rules to improve the 
welfare ot //ves/oc* being transported. 

A tough approach to hygiene standards 
in abattoirs was also pursued 
Jeff Rooker, Mimstef tar Food Safety, 
announced on 2i Juiv that to improve 
openness and information to consumers 
the brand names of products tested in 
food surveys would be given when such 
results were published 
On 26 June, the McDonald’s food 
group announced that they would return 
to using British beet, and Burger King 
did likewise several days later. 

On 23 July, the European Union 


agreed to introduce Europe -wide 
controls to remove specified materials 
from beet carcasses - matching existing 
UK measures. 



Harman: -Reducing povert y and Pre scott: Th is is the beginning ot 
welfare dependency is priority our crusade 


HARRIET HARMAN 
Secretary of State for 
Soda! Security 


lor a new swura i iw * u - 

and nationalists communities in Northern 
Ireland can support. 


Demonstrated our commitment to 
support of small and medium-sized 
firms by launching the Smaller Finns 
Guidance Project and proposals to 
introduce a right tor small firms to 

• -- Nkn fpiM nnumanf 


DR DAVID CLARK 


Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, Office of PubRc Sendee 


Reforming the welfare state to reduce 

that work Is the best form of welfare for established a new 

nennie of working age. . . Department for Culture, Media ana 

a now HODTOclCn 


CHRIS SMITH 
Secretary of State for Culture, 
Media and Sport 


hiuuuuiac a iiyiii- - w 

daim inferos/ on the late payment 
of debts 


fjwuia. 

Announced a review of options to give 
the Post Office greater commercial 
freedom and introduced legislation to 
reform management of the radio 


spectrum. 


people of working age. 

In July, we launched our New Deal tor 
Lone Parents - a programme which will 
provide opportunities to work for half a 
million lone parents on Income Support 
with school age children, usmg £200m 
from the windfall tax. 

Childcare Is vital for many women to 
get into work. The Budget put childcare 
at the heart of our economic policy and 
took the first step towards our 
Childcare Strategy. This wiH makeovla 
care more accessible and affordable. 

Disabled people with long-term ill 
health are also being offering new 
opportunities. We will develop a 


ueparuMtaiL iui 

Sport - signifying a newapproadito 

Britain's 450 billion creative 

In less than three months, actions have 

spoken louder than words: . 

The Creative Industries TaskForce. 

I asked Richard Branson. Dawd 
Puttnam. Paul Smith, Alan McGee and 
others to spearhead the Govemmen^ 
support for arts, music, media, tourism 
and intellectual properly. _ 

The National Lottery White Paper sets 

the scene for anew retmtesl^ay 

money will be spent on 


Freed money for research into 
stronomy and announced Foresight 
awards of 210m to help science and 
business collaborate. 


astronor 


LORD RICHARD 
Lord Privy Seal and 
Leader of the House of Lords 


Elbnof — 
health and 


li mr _Jucatioh projects, as well as 

on NESTA - the nation's fund for talent. 


1 NE 5 1 A - me nauun » 

lam i as oj» u»n -a 7?ie Millennium: l announceo tnai me unm(mm«iis uu iu um siaium uuuk m on government services. 

>portunities. We will develop a _ _ 

Tory deserters breathe sigh of relief 

A former British Gas travel manag- old pace, but I’m not sure they ar 

Hrhfld Strcfitor Pr Rgopt Fmct S A lilrec tKp mlm niir- onhimrinn « Inf Pr\r wramnlp Cvn HpVf 


The political situation in the Lords is 
almost a mirror image of that in the 
Commons. With 126 Peers taking the 
Labour Whip, we have effectively a 
minority Government. 

But, we have succeeded where we 
needed. The Government has put two 
Bills meeting key manifesto 
commitments on to the statute book in 


Our manifesto said that our aim would 
be to rebuild trust between the 
Government and the people by: 
cleaning up politics; rooting out public 
spending waste and inefficiency; and 
listening to the people and developing 
services to meet their needs 
In 100 days, we have made a 
significant start in making the 
government a genuine servant of the 
people. We have started by: 

Changing the culture of secrecy in 
Whitehall by showing our commitment 
for Freedom of Information legislation. 

Announcing steps to make quangos 
fully answerab/e. 

Issuing a tough new Code stating that 
ministers should be accountable to 
Parliament. „ , . 

Setting up a new Better Regulation 
Unit to reduce burdens on-business, 
and ensure that regulations are 
necessary. , _ , 

Planning the introduction of a Food 
Standards Agency. 

Considering a People's Panel 
whereby the public tell us their views 
on government services. 




‘-f*. 




Michael Streeter 


The land of Mondeo man has given a 
cautious welcome - a C+ rating- to the 
first 100 days of New Labour. 

-rt r- rim t v 


Those on The Independent's electron 
panel in Redditch, Wbrces 

r J tint 


A former British Gas travel manag- old pace, but I’m not sure they are 
er Roger Frost 54, likes the calm, pur- achieving a lot. For example on devo- 
poseful way the Home Secretary Jack lution - how effective is it going to be?” 
Straw has acted, citing the inquiry into Meanwhile Denise Sparkes, 35, a 

the murder of black teenager Stephen J * — 

Lawrence. 


panei in kcuuiu-u. ..urcestersWre, who 
switched their votes to Tony Blair sec 
Utile reason to regret their change; most 
are quietly impressed with the party s 
move to power. There is little sense of 

excitement though, just re ‘ ,e ‘- , 

Equally, most of those who stayed 
with the devil they knew and voted 

" .. — — :-lr nut vnmiah 


■V 


-• 


“Since they’ve been in everything seems 
to have gone up. My mortgage^ costs 
about £10 to £15 a month extra." 

But he adds: “I think I always knew 
the rates would have to go up once the 
The' devil they knew and voted election was over I’m still glad they got 
Conservative M pickout enough in, but I think Til buyable to give a better 

r "^n^ mODlhS “ Vindira,e "^^^butuher ugedbO.wbo 
their deasron. ... _ 


Lawrence. 

“I also still like the way Tony Blair is 
handling things. I’ve no regrets. The in- 
terest rates help with the savings." 

Craig Coates. 37, a local authority 
administrator, admits he was a “seep- 


LlULl — uuw CUCLUVC la IL gurng IU ut- 

Meanwhile Denise Sparkes, 35, a 
dressmaker, is unhappy at plans to 
charge for university tuition and sug- 
gestions the age of consent for gays 
should be lowered to 16. “And I was 
proved right on interest rates - it’s 
costing us £40 a month more." 


yen/. 


leir un.iaivi'- , . , 

The one issue which unifies them is 
concern over money - and the regular 
increases in interest rates since polling 


i uic uuvernmem s 
positive juuiuuc. I knew the Conser- 
vatives were keeping interest rates 
down so the rises haven't surprised me." 

But he added: “Nothing’s realty hit 
them yet, has it?" 

The caution gives way to outright 
scepticism among the Tory voters. Su- 


W U up- 

ui voung jury, n can leave a bad taste 
in the mouth but sometimes you have 
to admit you've got it wrong. So far I’ve 
been pleasantly surprised with tb e 
Government," 

Roger Jones, 42, the only one of the - 

panel to vote Liberal Democrat, was less 1- 

enthusiastic. "There’s been nolbioS ■ 


day. 


Mark Redfem, 29, an engineer, who 
voted Labour for the first time, said: 


also made the switch for the first time, 

is even more cautious. “I think it was a _ , „ , 

smart move of the Chancellor’s to let scepticism among the Tory voters. Su- enthusiastic. "There’s been notitiWi 
the Bank of England decide interest san Lovett 38, a former sales consul- earth-shattering so far, it’s been middle 
rates, as it gels him out of hot water. But lant is struck by the activity of New of the road - what some people hav® 
it’s early days, isn't it?" he said. Labour. "They seem to be going at a fair described as a lukewarm government". 
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Mr Blair’s first 100 days: we like what we see 


TwrsftEsisMtte 

te said, wto 

promising the * he was not 

Ku riiA __ would be the more surprised 
dabut CrSy an< * pace Government’s 

But he also said that “the project" would 

10 P ? ople ~“ nt « y°« are in 
government and you re doing thines" In 

0niy «*« save us afanU- 

sleevefL Was dogma; a shirt- 

slMyed manager with common-sense, prag- 

niattc views. And so it came to pass in 

jSSTS 1 h EqUaUy ’ “ °PP° sition he "=ver 

gve us his character. He adjusted his mes- 

y f ° r different audiences, not 
pretending to be things he was not, but never 

SSi! I, ^ qu,rks °l Prices that might 
2®? D * ^ V *°t erS bad no <*J“ti°n to what 
they knew of him, but now they know him 
better, and it should be easier to disentangle 
bis personality from the various personae con- 
struaed for him. So what do Mr Blair’s first 
1UU days tell us about the character of the 
man? 

On the first day of the new dawn there was 
a carefully orchestrated photo-opportunity in 
Downing Street which one Labour official 


with an ironic sense of history said was sup- 
posed to look like a “spontaneous outpour- 
ing of workers from factories and offices”. 
The portrayal of Everyman with his stylish wife 
and attractive children amid a sea of Union 
Jacks was propaganda, but it was also true to 
the man. Despite the unconvincing tone of 
Mr Blair's self-deprecatory jokes about not 
recognising himself as Prime Minister, there 
is something resolutely unstatesraanlike about 
him. Much of his first few weeks in office were 
spent abroad, feted as, if not the great young 
hope for the world, the brightest prospect for 
managerial centrism (with a social conscience) 
since Kennedy. But television footage of him 
on a bicycle or running from oae meeting to 
the next at the Amsterdam summit did not 
convert into a largeness of stature. This is not 
a fault, however, but a strength. Mr Blair can- 
not be a larger-than-life personality because 
he does not have the self-blindness of a 
Thatcher, or a Kohl, or a Kennedy. The 
"‘people who live m the dark” may want to pre- 
sent him as a conviction politician in the 
Thatcher mould, but ultimately they cannot 
do it because that is not what he wants to be. 

Instead, Mr Blair is supremely good at epit- 
omising what we would like to be as a nation. 
When he does his “I am one of you" routines 
(closely modelled, one suspects, on Clinton’s 
“I feel your pain”), what he really seems to 
be saying is; “Don't you want to be one of 





me?" And, on the whole, we do. An over- 
whelming majority of the nation would like 
to be smart but casual and drive a Rwd Galaxy 
full of football- and Spice-Girl-mad children. 
And have the exciting job and the high- 
powered (and attractive) spouse. Everyone m 
Britain aspires to be informal middle class — 
even toffs and royalty — with all three mem- 
bers of Prince Charles’s crowded marnage 
fatt ing over each other in their rush to kick a 
football around the Chequers lawn. 

There is something else, too, that we have 
learnt of Mr Blair's modesty since 1 May. He 
has been accused of being autocratic, while 
beginning a programme of democratic power- 
sharing more radical than anything since the 
Civil Whr. What his critics have failed to see 

is that 10 Downing Street may be at the centre 

of a tightly controlled web in matters of pre- 
sentation, but the initiative for policy has gen- 
uinely been devolved to departments, espe- 
cially the devolution from Downing Street to 
Mr Blair's closest political ally, Gordon 
Brown. David Blunkett astutely recognised 
the importance of this point, flooding the 
Chancellor with memos. Mr Brown is firmly 
in the driving seat when it comes to the domes- 
tic policy decisions that matter independence 
for the Bank of England, the “welfare-to- 
work" programme, billions from the reserves 
for education. The one big decision directly 
attributed to the Prime Minister was heavily 


presentational - the go-ahead for the 
Millennium Dome - which is why the job then 
passed on to Mr Blair's other closest politi- 
cal ally, Peter Mandelson. 

It is clearer than ever that policy will be 
looked at regardless of where it comes from. 
In his eagerness to bring in business leaders, 
Mr Blair has tripped up on the sleaze issue, 
simply because it never occurred to him that 
he would be judged by the same standards as 
the outgoing government. But in the longer 
term, the significance of Lord Simon’s 
appointment is as a token of Mr Blair's plu- 
ralism. He has brought in Liberal Democrats 
and given free rein to Labour figures such as 
Frank Field and Stephen Byers, whose views 
most jangle ancient inner-party nerves. 

And proposals will be tested against prag- 
matic criteria - and, above all, market-tested 
with focus groups and opinion polls. Mr Blair 
would no doubt protest that policies will also 
be judged against “values”, but this is perhaps 
the largest area of outstanding doubt. So far, 
what is striking about his values is how un- 
specific and consensual they are. Neither the 
values nor the character of Mr Blair have been 
tested by crisis - partly because this Labour 
Government unexpectedly faced a sterling 
appreciation crisis, rather than devaluation, 
on coming to office. Until something does go 
seriously wrong, all judgements are bound to 
remain heavily provisional. 


- LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Health authority covered up failures in psychiatric care 


Sir, Your report “Inquiry into deaths 
finds mental health unit at fault" (2 
August) has uncharacteristically 
missed the point Sane does not 
object to families re mainin g 
anonymous if they wish. Nor do we 
want to see blame placed on 
individual doctors or muses, 
although, as professionals, we need 
to know why the system fails so 
frequently, and who should be made 
accountable. 

In May 1994, faced with 
increasing public concern about 
homicides involving mental 
patients, the NHS Executive 
instructed health authorities to 
initiate independent inquiries into 
every case. The publication of these 


painstaking inquiries has been the 
major source of evidence of what 
has gone wrong with psychiatric care 
both in the co mm unity and in 
hospital, and they are widely used in 
attempts to improve the service 
nationally. 

When Paul Medley walked out of 
the Royal Oldham Hospital’s 
psychiatric unit in September 1994 
and killed Harry Johnstone, the West 
Pennine Health Authority set up an 
independent inquiry, as it was 
required to do so. However, it also 
asked that the inquiry should 
consider the cases of four other 
“clients" of the hospital. 

Unlike any previous homicide 
inquiry, the report of the inquiry 


into “the treatment and care of five 
individual patients by Oldham NHS 
Trust" was not published, on 
grounds of patient confidentiality. 
The recommendations and some 
conclusions of the report did not 
mention the homicide, nor that the 
other four individuals were dead, 
having committed suicide. Thus 
patient confidentiality was, sadly, no 
longer an issue. All four cases were 
the subject of a coroner’s inquest 
and were therefore in the public 
domain. 

Keith Jones, commissioning 
director for the West Pennine 
Health Authority, said he could not 
compromise confidentiality, and 
that he had personally approached 


the families, who had unanimously 
asked that the report should not be 
published. Within hours, Maiy 
Smith, mother of one of the 
suicides, broadcast on radio and 
television asking for publication of 
the full report. Another of the 
families has called the report a 
“cover-up”. 

It is hard to escape the conclusion 
that the health authority used the 
doak of confidentiality to obscure 
the truth about the specific failures in 
mental health care provided in 
Oldham. 

MARJORIE WALLACE 
Chief Executive 

Sane, The Mental Health Charity 
London NW1 


No excuses for drug users, whoever they are 


Sin James Humphreys (“The cost to 
society is so great it makes me dizzy", 
7 August) appears to believe that his 


friends is purely a matter between 
| him and them. They are, after all, 
“adults”, as be informs us. The twin t 
is. of course, that his opinion of the 
1 arrangement is completely 

V | irrelevant He was doing something 

1 which he knew was illegal, and 
I deserved the consequences. 

| There are indeed many people in 

I prison who should not be, and the 
I system should be so administered 
i that petty and young offenders are 
' not condemned by association with 

! career criminals to a life of crime. 

| Humphreys says that be is dizzied by 
the cost to society of imprisonment 
; but does not seem to acknowledge 
that, as a representative of the best- 
; educated people in that society, it is 
I his duty to contribute to its 
l improvement Instead he embraces 

1 the habits of a criminal. 

| Well-educated people who, rather 
’ than regret crimes committed out of 

j self-indulgence rather than anything 

I resembling need or pressure, say that 

£ j the system is wrong, deserved the 
* ' excesses of the last Home Secretary, 

! whose exit from office is otherwise 

1 heartily to be welcomed. 

| CJTSHEPPARD 

Southampton 


Sin Those who lobby against the 
legalisation of soft drags try to 
justify criminalising something no 
less dangerous than nicotine or 
alcohol. 

The hypocrisy of this situation is 
infuriating. James Humphreys may 
well have been prosecuted, 
convicted, or even sentenced by 
somebody who enjoys occasional 
drag use. The only difference 
between Mr Humphreys and these 
respectable citizens is that his drag of 
choice is considered illegal. 

ALEC McEACHRAN 
Lichfield, Staffordshire 

Sir. Perhaps James Humphreys has 
had time to reflect on the fact that, 
although be has never directly 
harmed another person, by buying 
illegal drugs he fuelled the fire of 
warfare between rival drag dealers. 
His money might well have supplied 
them with the money to purchase 
weapons and given them the ability 
to make the lives of innocent people 
thoroughly miserable. 

Can he categorically state that the 
dealer be bought from did not ever 
sell to under-18s and is not 
connected, in any way, to those who 
protect their trade with violence? 
KAREN DIMMOCK 


West Midlands 


Energy from 
London’s waste 

Sin Mr dement of the London 
P lanning Advisory Committee 
(LPAC) is right to draw attention to 
London’s acute shortage of landfill 
(Letters, 7 August). But the solution 
be outlines assumes a conflict 
between recovering energy from 
waste and recycling that is illusory. 

Tb move towards more sustainable 
waste management, in line with 
public aspiration and Government 
policy, we must pursue an integrated 
solution. Of course London should 
recycle more, though LPAC’s new ■ 
target (40 per cent) is heroic indeed. 
But a moratorium on new energy 
from waste plants in London wul not 
of itself recycle one more bottle or 

can. It wfll however result in the 

landfilling of millions more tonnes or 
waste, with the associated emissions- 
of inefhane -a potent global 

Wa SanSl approach such as that 
taken in other European capitals - 
far from calling foryetmore delay- 
demands that much needednew 

energy from waste capaaty is 

developed m. parallel with major 
efforts to increase recycling and 

composting,® as tooptim^fae 

reo^overalLlntlns^nwder 
environmental aims can also be met, 
such as greenhouse gas redaction 
and increased generation from 
renewable sources. 

RAY PALIN 

Director, Ena® from Waste 

Association 

London W2 


Long odds for 
lottery gamblers 

Sin I never cease to be amazed at how 
ignorant the general public seem to 
be on the risks involved in g amb li ng . 
David Spanier, in his Gambling 
column (7 August), refers to a leaflet 
now available m casinos entitled “ The 
Risks of the Game”, gaming’s 
equivalent of a (financial) health 
warning. 

1 suggest that providing 
information and education about - 
gambling should go further. It 
should be taught in schools as part 
of the maths curriculum. Gambling 
is, after alL entwined with 
probability theory. Schools offer 
education on sex and drugs, so 
educating pupils about gambling 
would be a useful addition to their 
preparation for life. ■ 

After all, the whole country is 
starting to resemble a vast casino, 
with the general population 
bombarded from all. directions with 
opportunities to gamble at 
horrifically unrealistic odds. How 
many of your lottery-ticket-buying 
readers appreciate, for example, 
that if they bought £100 worth of 
tickets a week, they could expect to 
pick up a jackpot once evexy 2,700. 
years? 

NICS2EREMHTA 
General Secretary 

Eutvpean Poker Players’ Association 
Torquay, Devon 



'Endearing but vffiainous animals': the Boston raccoon 

‘Mythical’ raccoon spotted in Boston 


Sir. Mary Dejevsky says of raccoons: 
“these en (tearing but villainous 
animals are just another component 
of the American myth ... the truth is 
that they do not exist” (“The great 
suburban sinn er who has gone to 
ground”, 4 August). 

1 have never yet photographed a 
unicorn successfully, but Ms 
Dejevsky may like to see this 
photograph of the “mythical” 
raccoon taken from a second-floor 


window in Monument Square, 
Charlestown, Boston, 

Massachusetts, at 730am on the 
morning of 15 July this year. He was 
seated on an old fire escape which 
stops at first-floor level, some 12 feet 
above the ground. 

I wonder if any reader can advise 
me on the best time afday tosee a 
unicorn? 

UZ FINCH 
Liverpool 


Othello: educated gentleman of any colour 

Sin Why do we accept the assertion 
that “not white” = “black" (“Can it be 
wrong to ’black up’ for Othello?”, 7 
August)? Othello was a Moor, strictly, 
a person of Berber and Arab descent; 
but a word more loosely used at the 
time of Shakespeare to indicate any 
persons of North African or Islamic 
origin. He may indeed have had black 
ancesby (the trans-Saharan slave 
trade flourished for thousands of 
years and is rumoured to continue to 
this day) but this is not necessary . All 
that is certain from the text is that he 
was darker-skinned than 16th-century 
Venetians, to whom “blade” meant 
anything swarthier than themselves. 

Far more important than his colour 
i Othello's cultural background, from 
mflitaiy Islamic society strongly 
influenced by an ancient and 
sophisticated Persian culture, and 
with trading contacts with India and 
China. It is unlikely he would have 
reached the rank of general in his own 
country, let alone Venice, without 
education in science and the arts. 

Arab culture saw no incompatibility 
between a soldier's profession and an 

wiation of literature and poetry. 

were essential, social 


accomplishments, hence those poetic 
and storytelling skills which 
captivated Desdemona. Yet this 
sophisticated gentleman is too often 
portrayed as an unpolished simpleton 
played upon by the cunning Venetian. 

Cast a man of any colour as 
Othello but, please, let us see a more 
imaginative interpretation than 
theatrical tradition has afforded us. 
DEBORAH TOMPK3NSON 
Maidenhead, Berkshire 

Sir: Fflm and television particularly 
have made us used to seeing the “real 
thing”, but this insistent r ealism may 
incur its own losses. Some of the 
greatest and most memorable 
performances in the recent past have 
been big make-up jobs; for me 
Laurence Olivier's Othello, Charles 
Laughton’s Quasimodo, Alec 
Guinness’s Fagm, and (best of all, 
perhaps) John Hurt’s Elephant Man. 

Real equality may find it perfectly 
acceptable to portray physical 
characteristics not possessed by the 
performer. Political correctness may 
be a deadly brake on creativity. 
IANFIJNTOFF 
London SW6 


Rethink UK 
sanctions on Iraq 

Sir. Geoff Simons (Letters; “Iraqis 
killed by sanctions”, I August) is 
correct in pointing out yet more gaps 
in New Labour's supposed ethical 
foreign policy, but his point needs 
further emphasis. 

The UK is not merely a member of 
the Security Council which renews 
sanctions on Iraq every two months, 
but is also, alongside the US, the 
principal supporter of the sanctions 
regime. Britain therefore bears 
considerable responsibility for the 
deaths resulting from what is termed 
in polite political conversation “the 
containment of Iraq”. The sanctions 
policy was barbaric in the aftermath 
of the GulfWir in 1991, it is even 
more barbaric six years later, when it 
no longer appears to serve any 
purpose other than to maintain the 
status quo in the Middle East 
Despite the attempts of Madeleine 
Albright, the US Secretary of State, 
to make the sanctions policy look 
positive, killing is killing, it is not 
kindness. Seven years is too long, it is 
time to rethink the sanctions regime. 
SIMON FAULKNER 
Campaign Against Repression and For 
Democratic Rights in Iraq, North West 
Manchester 


Children who aren’t 
ready to read 

Sir Thomas Sutcliffe and bis son are 
locked in mutual bafflement: son 
can’t read and Dad can’t understand 
why not (Thbloid, 7 August). 

For years, I have been baffled over 
why the British force little children to 
read before they are reading-ready. 
Making the connection between 
spoken sounds and little squiggly 
symbols on paper is actually quite a 
complex process. There is plenty of 
well-documented evidence, acted on 
in the States and in Europe, that most 
children make this connection 
around the age of six or seven. That is 
when they start school, and they learn 
to read in weeks. 

In the UK we startthem off at 
barely five, some as young as four. We 
have confused nursery school with 
school. We mass-produce educational 
“failures” who need special education 
to help them out of their misery. It 
has become a British cottage industry 
to provide therapy for children who 
were taught formal lessons before 
their time. 

Quintilian was right - wait till they 
are seven. Parents could play with 
their children and they could enjoy 
each other’s company in those 
precious early years- What a thought! 
RUTH VECHT 
Special Needs Teacher 
London NW11 
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Pay per view 

Sir I have a suggestion on charging 
for, or, rather, the financing of; 
museums and galleries. Here in Italy, 
because 1 have reached ripe early 
middle age, I am entitled to enter the 
main galleries free of charge. Being 
as vain ^ any grande horizontale, and 
being paid decently for one of the. 
most enjoyable jobs in the world, I do 
not exercise that right (I have tried 
claiming to be under 18, but that 
never works.) 

My suggestion is that (thinking of 
the GemaldesgaJerie, Berlin, or the 
Museo Capodimonte, Naples, for 
example) our museums charge, say, 
five pounds. Those claiming, on their 
own say-so, to be under 25, or over 65 
should be admitted free. Anyone 
cheating to get in deserves the 
educational experience thus gained. 
Professor ARTHUR MARWICK 
Royal Hotel Naples 

The writer is Professor of History at the 
Open University 


LETTER from 
THE EDITOR 


S ummer again, and the 
real editor escapes for a 
few days’ peace - or so he 
thinks. Andrew Marr (Top 
Man, as we call him here) 
chose for some reason known 
only to himself to take his fam- 
ily off to Devon this week. 
Quite why he didn't go to 
France, where he can get silly 
numbers of francs for his 
pound, it’s hard to say: that's 
certainly where the economics 
editor is going on holiday. 
Indeed, she had the foresight 
to buy her francs 10 days ago, 
when the pound was riding 
high. If she’d bought them yes- 
terday she’d have been a lot 
worse off, which just goes to 
show that, on matters of per- 
sonal finance, you should mist 
the economics editor of The 
Independent. 

Still, on day two Andrew 
called in just to see how thing s 
were going in bis absence. 
“Fine,” said I. “Don't worry; 
just relax and enjoy yourself.” 
“Humph," he said. “Right 
now we’re cooped up in the 
kitchen, with three children 
going stir crazy; it’s chucking it 
down outside, and anything 
but relaxing." Never mind, I 
assured him, the clouds will 
blow over, you'll have a lovely 
time. 

Next morning the news edi- 
tor bounced into our morning 
conference suggesting that we 
send a photographer down to 
the Devon coast, because there 
were flood warnings all over 
“Chucking it down, so I’m 
told," he declared cheerfully. 
“Terrible pity for anyone on 
holiday there. Oh, isn't that 
where the editor’s gone for his 
break? Perhaps we should ring 
him up and get him to send us 
a piece (chortle, chortle).” 
Now, it is true, and I am 
ashamed to admit it, that most 
good journalists do have a 
small vein of mischief in their 
bodies that would incline them 
to be mildly amused, in a 
schadenfreude kind of way, at 
the thought of the Tbp Man 
pacing irritably up and down 
his Devon cottage kitchen mut- 
tering imprecations at the 
weather. 

But I firmly pointed out that 
that was not fair, and that we 
should be more civil and 
understanding about it, 

So I didn't ask Andrew to 
write a piece - 1 just rang him 
to - well, you know, ask what 
the weather was like. “Humph. 


I’m thinking of coming back 
early," he snarled. “If it goes on 
like this." 

Next morning the news edi- 
tor breezed cheerfully into 
morning conference. “Guess 
whaL You know where the edi- 
tor’s staying, down on the south 
coast? Well, there's a place 
near there they had three 
inches of rain yesterday. No 
kidding In only a couple of 
hours. Chucking it down." And 
we all looked out of our 18th- 
floor windows in Canary 
Wharf, at the baking hot sun 
and the dear blue sky, marred 
only by the faint haze of yellow 
smog out across the City. 

Well, I thought, better ring 


What’s the weather 
been like in 
London?* ‘Oh/ 1 lied, 
as kindly as I could, 
‘a bit cloudy now and 
then, in between the 
unbearably hot and 
really rather 
unpleasantly 
insistent sunshine’ 


the editor and commiserate. 
“Gather the weather’s not so 
good down there. 1 hope you're 
still having a good time 
though," I said, as kindly as I 
could. 

“Humph," came the reply. 
“What’s the weather been lifcg 
in London?" 

“Oh," 1 lied, as kindly as I 
could, “a bit cloudy now and 
then, in between the unbear- 
ably hot and really rather 
unpleasantly insistent sun- 
shine.” There was a long pause, 
and I could almost hear him 
thinking what we ail learn every 
summer, but then conveniently 
forget before the next time; 
holidays are never any less 
stressful than work - only the 
stress is different, which makes 
it OK. 

Never mind, next week 
Andy's back, and things will 
look up again, and I'll escape 
for a few days with the famil y 
We’re off to - where was it 
again? Ah yes: mid-Devon. 
Best take the wellies. 


Colin Hughes 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


I hope it will soon become smart for the British sneer ers to join 
the rest of the human race in loving Mr Bean -John Casey, Fe. Bow 
cf GonvUle & Cams College, Cambridge 

I love sleeping. My greatest talent I once fell asleep on stage, play- 
ing a statue of Queen Victoria - Nichola McAoliffe, actress 

The assumption is that because we axe surrounded with a 
plethora of sexual messages in the media, people are enjoying 
healthy, happy, sexual relationships. That is not the case - Anne 
Weyman, of the Family Planning Association 

They won’t be like Alan Clark’s diaries, but the fall of Heath and 
the rise of Thatcher should prove of interest. I think eight vol- 
umes should be about right- Lord St John ofFawsley, Tory peer; 
who is about to publish fus memoirs 

The English have a natural tendency to yobbishness. Ally this to 
coUectram, aodyouhaveavtaynastyinhdiire-ANWteon,fli 4 /i(jr 

NeQ has taken to reading newspapers off the shelves in our local 
newsagent, but we always welcome copies of yesterday's from 
neighbours - Christine Hamflton announcing that her former Tore 


saiSMUSSeSE 


- ■ THE MDegaBil ; 



Happiness is 
a quiet week 


in Ulster 


O 


ne of the most com- 
mon charges lev- 
elled at journalists 


covering northern 
Ireland is that they 
rarely focus on the positive, 
that itiev only want to report 
bloodshed and violence, well, 
it has been sunny all week m 
Belfast. While the local news 
carried pictures of storms and 
severe flooding across the 
south of Ireland and England, 
these stopped dead at Ulster, 
leaving the people of the 
province basking in glorious 
sunshine. 

There were other reasons to 
be cheerful: on Thursday the 
supergroup U2 announced that 
thev were to play a massive gig 
in Belfast, a piece of news 
described by one newspaper as 
-one of the best the city has 
received in a very long time . 
“We're verv excited about it. 1 
don't think there’s been a big 
outdoor concert in Belfast like 
this ever," said U2's manager 
Paul McGuinness. Compensa- 
tion indeed for the news yes- 
terday that the city had lost out 
on its bid to host the next 

Eurovision Song Contesu 

There was jubilation in the 
world of business, when two 
large foreign companies 
announced investment worth 
almost £7m in Belfast and 
Newtownards, with the 
promise of a significant number 
of new jobs. And then there 
was politics. Last week saw 
the dozing monster that is the 
talks process once again lum- 
ber slowly and warily into life. 

This was the week that Sinn 
Fein president Gerry Adams 
met with the Secretary of State 
Mo Mowlam, for the first time 
since before the previous 
ceasefire was broken in Janu- 
ary 19%. Although the meet- 
ing was billed as preliminary 
and largely symbolic, it lasted 
well over its predicted time 


The weather’s 
been sunny in 
Northern 
Ireland, and 
despite some 
storm clouds 
on the horizon, 
a cautious 
optimism is in 
the air, says 
Jojo Moyes 

span and ended with the 
promise of further talks. Sig- 
nificantly, perhaps. Dr 
Mowlam said afterwards that 
both sides had acknowledged 
“the need to change a bit". 

There was widespread 
acclaim for an agreement by 
Ulster Unionist Ken Maginms 
and Sinn Fein MP Martin 
McGuinness to lake part in a 
face-to-face televised debate 
next week, the first such meet- 
ing since before the previous 
ceasefire. Media commenta- 
tor Roy Greenslade described 
it on BBC Radio Ulster as “the 
thinnest of bridges", but nev- 
ertheless a cause for optimism. 

Predictably, perhaps, the 
Reverend Ian Paisley was crit- 
ical of the decision, saying that 
unionists should not speak to 
the IRA until they were dis- 
armed. But there was general 
support for the move, even 
among unionists, who said he 
should attend - even if only to 
ensure the Republican view 
did not go unchallenged. There 


was also concern about height- 
ening splits within the Union- 
ist community - a worry not 
alleviated by Mr Paisley’s 
charge that Mr Maginnis’s 
decision signalled “the begin- 
ning of the end for the Ulster 
Unionist Party”. 

“We want Paisley in the 
talks,” said one “lifelong union- 
ist”, sunning herself outside 
Belfast’s City HalL “His man- 
date is to represent us. If be 
stays outside, we'll end up 
being left behind.” 

Indeed, Mr Paisley’s insis- 
tence on staying outside the 
talks J 


feeling. The host of Radio 
Ulsters 7 atkback programme, 
a forum for all shades of caller 
opinion, noted on Thursday 
that the endless negative pre- 
occupation with sectarianism 
could be dispiriting. He 
sounded positively resigned 
shortly afterwards when one 
caller chose to rant about 
marches. “Is there no way we 
can move this thing on?” he 
asked plaintively. 

But there were causes for 
optimism, too. Tensions over 
today’s planned Apprentice 

Boys parades were eased when, 

following a police edict, 
Orangemen agreed to re-route 
some of the smaller “feeder 
marches” that lead into the 
main parade around London- 
derry's walls. Although disap- 
pointed by the police derision. 
Orange leaders stressed that 
they wanted the marches to 
pass off peacefully and agreed 
to stay within the confines of 
the law. By yesterday after- 
noon, their protests had been 
confined to the handing in of 
a letter, and, of course, a 
protest march. 

The Irish Sews was among 
those to pick up on the good 
mood. It noted yesterday that 
after last month's scenes at the 
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one short week, but the knock- 
on effects are cruriaL If the 
ceasefire, no matter how pre- 
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Instead, it said, an “unexpected 
outbreak of common sense 
had heartened those hopmg 
fora more lasting peace. 


A nd there were other, 
/\ smaller moves towards 
/ Yrrmriliation. Earlier this 
week, Londonderry s SDLP 
Mayor, Martin Bradley, helped 
launch a pageant organised by 
Apprentice Boys governor, Abs- 

welcoming the mayor, the first 

nationalist mayor ever to attend 

such an event, saying after- 
wards: “It is something that I 
never dreamt of- that we would 
have this type of tiring here.” 
‘lartyn Lewis, the news- 
caster who once famously com- 
plained that there should be 
more good news, might have 
enjoyed himse lf here last week- 


nre so wc wom w w 

... but we're hopeful that it’s 
here to stay,” he said. 

Mr Anderson pointed out 
tha t business can be an impor- 
tant unifying influence. The 
Chamber of Commerce, he 
said, has been meeting with 
political leaders in an attempt 
to push the province's economy 

(..J-thwim rhe nniitiral agenda. 
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the^ iroratnnMnploynient in “‘“^oge. mvoWed m 
Furooe with all the resulting violent activities, 
economic and social problems, . 

and no one would dispute the ister Adam Ingram was in the 
Sed for further investment UmtedStates a^r^^ 
Colin Anderson, president Ulster Unwmst Jeffrey D 
of Northern Ireland's Chamber aldson and the SDLP s Mark 
of Commerce and Industry, Durkan in a joint attempt to 
whid? I reoresents more than woo foreign investors. Mr 
3 000 businesses, said yesterday Anderson said that despite the 
that that with this in mind, the end of the £ 1 h ' 

business community tad “/'of 

viewed the week's events with era Ireland was sou one oi 

“cautious optimism’’. “We have growth. This appeared to be 
unexperienced the euphoria borne out by a stroll around the 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 

city centre, which was yesterday 
bustling with shoppers. 

“The one thing that builds 
people's confidence is the lack 
of bombs,” said a spokes- 
woman for the group Families 
Against Intimidation. “People 
tike to know they can come into 
the city centre and feel safe." 
There are other, perhaps sub- 
conscious, factors that con- 
tribute to that confidence: the 
unsettling noise of overhead 
security forces helicopters, so 
often omnipresent, was absent. 
And in an hour, only one 
armoured vehicle passed by. 

One of the things least often 
reported about Belfast is its 
beauty, and friendliness. The 
south of the city is rarely 
affected by trouble, and much 
of the local countryside is stun- 
ning. Mr Anderson describes it 
as “the best kept economic 
and tourism secret in Europe". 
Should the ceasefire continue, 
there is little to stop it becom- 
ing a major tourist destination. 

Tourism is often the litmus 
paper of confidence in the 


Y esterday morning, the 

residents of Newtown- , 
butler, the site of a pro- V-. 
posed march by the Joyatat 
Royal Black Precepto^ toctes . *. 
were calling on “nationalists 
throughout Ireland to come 
alona and support the 
beleagured residents m their 
time of need" , if attempts were 
made to force the march . 
through. They were P^nrutigto - 

railviaM ni s^ at *55 

RUC station. The Belfast Tele- 
graph noted that t * 1CrTe ( JJJ? s 
nhe prospect of senous trou- 
ble unless the situation can be 
defused". . ^ 

The same morning, i,uw 
Protestants marched through 
Londonderry. 

their “right to march . Both had 
the potential to heighten ten- 
sions over the weekend. The 
Parades Commission was said 
to be keeping a dose watch. 
Meanwhile, police noted that ■ 
levels of so-called punishment 
attacks were still high- Claims 
from the family of a shooting 
victim that the gunmen had .. 
described themselves as Repub- 
licans also tempered some of 
the optimism that the police had 
allowed themselves since the 
latest ceasefire was announced. 

In what appeared to be a 
deliberate attempt at provoca- 
tion. two hoax devices were 
delivered to the offices of 
Unionist councillors last week. 

An Orange hall outside Newry 

was damaged in an ammattadc. 

And yesterday homes were 
evacuated when a hoax bomb 
was detonated in Strabane.and 
another incendiary device was 
defused in South Belfast. It 
was, said one RUC source. 

much too early to draw any con- 
clusions about the ceasefire. 

A few clouds were gathering 
overhead yesterday evening, 
signifying a possible end to the 
balmy weather. But across the 
city, people in Belfast appeared 
to be looking for the good. 
“Cautious optimism"’ was still 
in place that the weekend’s 
planned parades would pass 
without violence, prompting 
the question: could one week's 
good news be a building block 
for the province's future? 


karen 


S elf-help books are comedy. It s not 
that they don’t do their job. Lots 
of normal people take secret 
delight in seeing the words, “You re an 
right, really,” in print. If it’s in print, it 
must be true. . . 

This scares me. I'm suspicious of 
books like The Celestine Prophecy, a 
wonky bestseller which makes you want 
to ask the author. “What colour is the 
sky in your world?” Merely insisting that 
Life is Beautiful turns self-help into the 
fuzzy-thinker's crutch, tossed aside when 
you get better. . 

Hard-core self-help, however, is hon- 
ourable. The best come with aggressive 
titles like Toilet Training Your Inner 
Child, I’m Okay, You're Going To HeU 
and Losing Weight By Eating Less And 
Exercising More. That’s why Tin nppmg 
through Emotional Blackmail by Dr 
Susan Forward with Donna Frazier 
(Bantam Press, £15.99). The masterful 
copywriting on its dustjacket nnplorw, 
“Do [important people m your life] 

shower you with approval when you give 

in to them and take it away when you 

d °Soon you're weeping. ^es! YesT and 
leaning against the cash tilL book and 
credit card in hand. Although 
browsers with the same dirty tncks that 
Cosmopolitan uses (hot cover lines on 
the outside, striving for mediocnty on 

the inside), EB delivers the goods. It’s 
touchy-feely American analysis-u-hke. 

The doctor’s favourite example of a 
mani pulative phrase is, “Gee, I wish 


someone would open the window," 
rather than, “Could you please open the 

window?” . . . 

Nice try. In my house, whining worts 
best. “I'm dying here. Did you have an 
affair with a double-glazing salesmen or 
is this a terrarium? When did you move 
the sofa and the TV into the oven. t 
Dr Forward is no slouch. She s 
authored two best-selling milestones in 
self-help - Teak Parents and my personal 
favourite, Men Who Hate Women and 
the Women Who Lave Them . (I want to 
write a rip-off called Men Who Hate 
Women Who Hate Them More.) 

Emotional Blackmail has helped me 
already. The other night, two dear but 
squiffy friends begged me to come and 
party with them. “If you don’t come 
over," one pleaded, “I'D commit sui- 
cide." On page 39, Dr Forward calls 
suicide thr eats “The Ultimate Seif-Pun- 
ishment”. Taking a tip from page 239 
(Strategy No 4: Using Humor), I 
quipped, “Oh? What kind of flowers 
should I send?” Thanks to Dr Forward, 
I won. The police are still searching for 
my friend but only a manipulated per- 
son would feel guilty about that. 

Taking a step back from feeling 
righteous, I re-read Forward’s check- 
listed responses to emotional black- 
mail. In effect, defence phrases such 
as, “I’m sure that's what you believe" 
arc merely manipulation lobbed back. 
It’s like saying, “I’m sorry you got 
angry when I called you lard-ass.” 
Apologising for their feelings, you’re 


actually apologising for nothing. 

Concerning “the silent treatment", 
her last advice is to “Let some things 
slide”. This reminds me of my French for 
Travellers phrase book which bad “STOP 
OR I’LL SCREAM" in phonetic 
French. With Emotional Blackmail, 
thousands of shook-up people will also 
be feverishly thumbing its pages, trying 
to find the right thing to say at the right 
time. My advice? Let everything slide - 
including your personal hygiene, house- 
work ana coming home at night. That's 
what I think. 

Oomebody said that Stella Tennant 
Owas a supermodel for two very good 
reasons other than being thin and beau- 
tiful. Both of her names are names of 
lager. Hence, if my mother had called 
me Bud, Miller, Coors or Rolling Rock, 

1 too would be a supermodel who had 
to beat men off with a bat. 

We are jealous of beauty. We women 
hate other women who have that inef- 
fable ooomph. In the original script for 
the movie The Long Kiss Goodnitfit, the 
heroine is described as “effortlessly 
beautiful”. No matter what she does, 
she’s gorgeous. This irked me so much 
I couldn’t finish the script. Excuse me? 
Effortless beauty? Never in anyone 
over (he age of 12. 

Yet here is Elizabeth Hurley doing 
just that. 1 hate to say it but she is mar- 
vellous in the new Pathe film, Austin 
Powers - International Man Of Mystery. 
Released in September, this is the best 


comedy I’ve seen since Airplane! Liz 
plays the sex bomb Bond girl with 
M Appeal to Mike Myers’ Austin 
Powers. He’s a cryogenically frozen 
secret agent/photographer/rock star 
from the Sixties, thawed out to battle 
Dr Evil (also played by Myers). 

It’s fart company for Liz but she lets 
the plethora of breast jokes do the work 
for her. I’ll forgive the massively, air- 
brushed Est£e Lauder commercials and 
her overblown, blowfish lips. In Austin 
Powers, she is, if not redeemed, made. 

I hate her. 

I hated her even more when she was 
going on recently about her cursed 
“boy’s bum". In her youth, she had to 
stuff her jeans with tissues to get “a 
curve". This girl Joves fry-ups. Bacon 
sarnies are her best friends, next to 
Hollywood bigwigs. This is a gorgeous . 
woman who wears nothing but jeans *tiri 
T-shirts around the house and, famously, 
no bra. 


Liz, can 
five times 


3u say “Cooper’s Dn 
t? Who repealed the 


of gravity around your chest? 

The truth is, Liz Hurley is playi: 
effortless beauty. Just wait until 
chain smoking catches up with 
She'll look tike a rucksack with ej 

Or maybe not. In Scalpel, er, 
Angeles, California, plastic surgei 
new religion. A talented surged 
wipe away all traces of sin from 
skin. You’ll look and feel years you 
And, like those old medieval i 
gences, it’ll only cost a lot 













^ ^ scene of complete serenity. Or is it? The rolling hills and cosy little farmhouses of Dovedale in Derbyshire belie the fact that more tourists in pursuit of peace and quiet will visit this beauty spot this year than ever 

THE WEEK before. Photograph by Brian Ham's at l/500th at f5. 6 on 300mm using 160 ASA film, for a copy of this picture, for £15, phone 0171 293 2534 
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Fay Weldon: I see God as the Author of 
the Universe ... God the writer. “In the 
beginning was the word ..." See it liter- 
ally. The word on the page, the idea con- 
fined and controllable, shared by our 
common understanding ... lb those who 
are creative, creation seems as nothing. 
You make something where nothing was 
before: easy peasey. You think it up. The 
greater the gap between nothing and that 
something is how you judge the quality 
of creation. A good book Boats free, a 
bad book bumps along on the ground. 
The gap between a world without Shake- 
speare's plays and the world with them 
is pretty big. The gap between non-exis- 
tence and the entire universe. God's 
doing, is of course overwhelming." 

Howard Jacobson: There is a down, 
sacred to the Sioux Indian people, wtawe 
business it is to be his own contradiction, 
his own upside-down shadow, a refuta- 
tion of all reason, a man who says the 
opposite to what he means, and does the 
opposite to what it is usual and practi- 
cable to do. Like all clowns he is divided 
down the middle, the hair on the right 
side of his head shaved, the hair on the 
left hanging long. He is called a heyoka, 
or contrary down. 

But in order to perform in a heyoka 
ceremony it is not enough merely to wish 
to do so. In order to joke, you need to 
have dreamed; in order to cause laugh- 
ter you need to have experienced terr o r. 
If you want to be a Sioux comedian, you 
have first to be a visionary. A dog is killed, 
its neck broken, its carcass offered to the 
thunder gods before being flung into boil- 
ing water. While the dog boils the clowns 
perform their tricks, carrying bows that 
are too long to bend and arrows that are 
too crooked to fly. They shiver in the 


WORDS OF THE WEEK 

Answers to the 
meaning of creation 

Five leading writers from a variety of 
religious and cultural backgrounds, including 
Fay Weldon, right, answer questions of faith 
in a series of Prom interval talks 



beaL They pretend to drown in shallow 
water. They make as if to swim in mud. 
They say the opposite of what they 
mean. Everybody laughing, everybody 
trying to get a piece of the dog flesh. 
Mirth and ferocity interchangeable. 

When the ceremony was over, every- 
body felt a great deal better, for it had 
been a day of fun. They were better able 
now to see the greenness of the worid, the 
wideness of the sacred day, the colours 
of the earth, and to set these in their 
minds. Does art have any higher aim than 
that? Does religion? lb revivify the 
senses, to reconfirm belief in the sacred- 
ness of existence, to restore glory to the 
earth ... and to set these wonders in the 
mind of all who behold them. 

_ Hanif Kureishi: Fundamentalism provides 
security. For the fundamentalist, as for 
all reactionaries, everything has been 
decided. Truth has been agreed and 
nothing must change. For serene liber- 
als, on the other hand, the consolations 
of knowing seem less satisfying than the 
pleasures of puzdement, and of wanting 
to discover for oneself.. But the feeling 
that one cannot know everything, that 





there will always be maddening and live 
questions about who one is and how it is 
possible to make a life with other peo- 
ple who don't accept one, can be devas- 
tating^ Perhaps it is only so long that one 
can live with that kind of puzzlement. 
Rationalists have always underestimated 
the need people have for belie! Enlight- 
enment values don’t provide spiritual 
comfort or community or solidarity. 
Islam could do this in a country that was 
supposed to be home but which could, 
from day to day, seem alien. 

Muslim fundamentalism has always 
seemed to me to be profoundly wrong, 
overly restrictive and frequency cruel. 

But there are reasons for its revival that 
are comprehensible. It is this that has 
made me want to look at it not only in 
terms of ideas, but in stories, in charac- 
ter, in terms of what people do ... Per- 
haps the greatest book of all and cer- 
tainly one of the most pleasurable. The 
One Thousand and One Nights, is written 
in Arabic. This creativity, the making of 
something which didn’t exist before, the 
vigour and stretch of a living imagination, 
is a human affirmation of another kind, 
and a necessary and important form of : 


self-examination. Without it our human- 
ity is diminished. 

Karen Armstrong: We all know the power 
of poetiy. The sound, rhythm and allu- 
sive connotations of the words chosen by 
a poet can take language into a new 
dimension; poetic language can enter us 
deeply, reaching a level that is more fun- 
damental than the cerebral; it can lift us 
momentarily beyond ourselves. Theology 
should work in the same way. It cannot 
be a mere statement of fact; it must touch 
us emotionally and give us intimations of 
transcendence. The first Muslims were 
often converted not so much by the mes- 
sage of the Koran as by the extra ordinary 
beauty of the text, which cannot come 
across in an English translation. Thus 
Omar had been fiercely critical of 
Mohammed until he heard the Koran 
recited aloud. The poetiy reached 
through his reserves of intellectual resis- 
tance to a core of receptivity that be had 
been unaware of. We seem to have lost 
this sense of scripture and God-talk and 
bave become obsessed with the historic- 
ity, rationality and literal meaning of the- 
ology. As our Western modernity has 
spread to other parts of the globe, Jews, 


Christians and Muslims have ah become 
worried about the integrity of their scrip- 
tures in a new way. Unless and until we 
recover a sense of the language of reli- 
gion as dogmatic, in the Greek sense, our 
view of religious truth wflJ be impover- 
ished and we will deny ourselves an 
important means of discovering that 
transcendence which human beings are 
compelled to seek. 

Mteh&Ie Roberts: The old mother god- 
desses. officially cast out by the mascu- 
line religion of Christianity with its drama 
of Father and Son, survived in pagan 
practices, in the folklore and heresies that 
have always flourished at the fringes. The 
female body, so feared and repressed, 
returns to haunt and dazzle us in the 
shapes of visionaries and visions - the 
Virgin Mary, apparently increasingly 
maldng herself visible ah over the world 
in our own day, seems to represent to 
those who see her or are moved by 
reports of her presence, Godness itself. 
God is presented as female form. 

There is clearly a tremendous hunger 
among people to have bodily experiences 
of God; why else do miraculous statues 
bleed and weep? Here are those physi- 
cal processes shunned by the Churches 
- menstruation, lactation - newly made 
numinous and holy. The reality of these 
miracuk>us events and visions is a psychic 
one. People produce and project their 
own images, individually and commu- 
nally. God is worshipped through images 
of the physical. God is found through 
images of the physical God is not any 
longer simply Him Up There. God has 
become part of us. 

‘Flesh Made WbraT can be heard during the 
Proms tomorrow on BBC Radio 3. 
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prepaid holiday car. rental In 
Spain for rentals starting before 
20 September. 

©ent a car in Malaga and till 
only cost £108? Then, for each 
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A home-made 
stealth bomber - the 
ideal accessory on a 
summer day, writes 
George Buchanan 


W e go kite flying in the 
summer. The weather 
is nearly always per- 
fect: blustery winds, 
scudding clouds, squalls 
of horizontal rain - the very thing for 
soaring birds and kite flyers. 

Now and again we make a kite. Of 
course one can buy a kite but we pre- 
fer to make our own. The ones we 
make are large, slow and heavy, and 
resemble monstrous stealths sliding 
acres, the sky. In strong winds they are 
difficult to fly, prone to spectacular 
crashes and limb wrenching surges of 
power. In these conditions they might, 
at best, last a few days, and survive a 
dozen nosedives and cartwheels, 
before the sticks splinter, the seams 
tear, and the joints spring loose. 

Cattle and walkers on the Common 
may have seen our latest monster fly- 
ing high. You can't buy a Flying Manta 
but this is how to make one. It 
shouldn't take more than an hour. 

Paradoxically, because the materials 
are so heavy, it has to be quite large to 
fly. Twelve and a half square foot of 
wing area is about the minimum viable 
size for summer stealths. 

For the wing fabric you will need a 
scrap of damp-proof membrane (which 
you can buy from a builders' merchant), 
four long bamboo bean sticks, a roll of 
parcel (ape, a roll of carpet tape (the 
reinforced kind), a key ring and a wire 
coat hanger. To cut and twist the wire 
you will want a pair of pliers, and unless 
you have teeth like a ferret, you will 
need a knife to cut through the tape. 
An unexpected ingredient is the spring 
from a derelict clothes peg. 

Using the wire from the coathanger, 
fashion the twisted inserts illustrated 
(fig 1 ). Fit them in the wide end of each 
stick: the Z shaped one goes into the 
centre stick, and the two loops fit in the 
ends of the outer sticks. Bind some 
parcel tape round the ends to prevent 
them splitting, and secure the inserts 
by knotting string to them and taping 
the ends of the string to the bamboo. 

Fit the three sticks together. The Z - 
shaped wire is inserted through the 
wire loops in the outer two sticks, and 
secures them. Lay the sticks in position 
on top of the plastic sheet and cut the 
sheet to size (fig 2). Tape the edges of 
the sheet to the two outside sticks. Use 
the carpet tape at the point, at the end 
of each stick, and at one or two inter- 
mediate stations between. 

Make the anchorage wires for the 
cross stick (fig 3), 3nd tape them to the 
side sticks, equidistant from the point. 
When the kite is laid flat, the cross stick 
should be about two inches short of a 
fit. In the air, the wings sweep upwards 
and hold the stick in position. 

Now fit the harness strings. These 
comprise a centre loop which is fas- 
tened to the point, and runs to the very 
end of the centre stick, and one inter- 
mediate string, that passes through the 
wing and is lied to the centre stick, 
more or less at its centre. 

Before fastening the rear end of the 
centre loop, thread the string through 
the barrel of the clothes peg spring. I 
have illustrated a round turn and two 
half hitches which is suitable for tying 
the ends of the string. 

Knot the intermediate string to the 
middle of the centre stick, and pull it 
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Gain altitude with attitude 


tight. Make a small incision -in the 
wing, and slip the string through. With 
the kite upside down on the floor, pull 
the centre loop taut, and fasten the 
intermediate string to the barrel of the 
spring which (you will notice) slides 
freely along the centre loop. This 
gives you the adjustment facility you 
need to control lift 
The kite soring is fastened to the bar- 
rel of the spring, and its position on the 
centre loop determines lift This is 
found by experimentation. Too far 
back and the kite lurches backwards. 



too far forwards, and there is insuffi- 
cient lift Tb secure the spring, take a 
single hitch round one of its arms as 
illustrated (fig 6). Fix a shackle or a 
substantia] key ring on the spring as a 
firing point for the kite string. 

The tail should be long, and have 
considerable windage; its drag helps 
keep the kite head to wind. Make the 
tail from offeuts of the plastic sheet, 
and make it longer than you think nec- 
essary. Cut the tail to length when you 
first fly the kite: ie if it doesn’t lift, snip 
off a few feeL 


2 

CENTRE STICK 


Secure all the side seams with par- 
cel tape. At dose quarters it looks very 
amateurish, but at 20,000 feet it 
doesn't notice. 

I made the winder from two 9-inch 
lengths of 2 x inch pine, and two 9- 
inch lengths of broom handle, (fig 9). 
You will need tough string to hold this 
lute; ordinary kite thread will snap. 
Polypropylene baler twine or garden 
string is ideal. 

Fly the kite in a wide open space, 
miles away from power cables, and 
thunder clouds. If Defenders and 


Troopers, and four wheel drive Sub- 
orns trundle across the turf to get a 
clearer view, wave them away. Gentle 
as a lamb in soft winds, in rough 
weather the Manta is an unpredictable 
and short tempered beast prone to 
violent changes of altitude. It might 
take a sudden dislike to them, and dent 
their fids. And grapple tight to any 
child weighing less than 11 stone to 
make sure they don’t soar skywards. In 
an emergency, let go the string; given 
its freedom, our Manta tumbles gen- 
tly to earth. 
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Games people play 

London ping-pong champion. 

Craigfe Aitcbison BA, 70. paIo‘«- 


1 to *Sng the 

my brother, and if vou dropped your 


I used 


my brother, and if we L jf you dropped your 

napktn, f lunch . lt wasn i my_ 

pareD™ itw» to peopte .oohed efter u, 

worst one was the ' f?'„ l J!!^ se riously. I expect I 

JSflSKSi I Mg-"- » 

a temper. Later I pi J 5*r wt (J^ree, but if Euan 

Uglow. We used 10 there were 

«■» 1 “ ked playing 

fold ffiat I°had"acheat’s 

^n^aBKS!S£ , “' 

fa^er oft^Sou th 6 Lo ndem^ng- pong champion. I - 

here. I piaved him and beat him, but it wasn t like 
beating the South London champion. 

I like ping-pong because it s not at all sporty and 
yoi 1 tafSSoV. dressed upfor .t. Unfot^Iy 
Ino longer have the table. I took « to lt^,and we 
had it outside, but it got all wet and fell to bus. I ve 
always meant to get another one. 


Premonitions 


On Paul McKenna’s appalling Paranormal WorU on 
television the other week, they showed a chap in 
Nevada who has been doing research into 
precognition. Subjects are wired up to a device, that 
gauges emotional reaction by measuring electrical 
ictivity in the skin, then they are shown randomly 
selected photographs, some of which are idyllic and 
pastoral and the others are so filthy that they had to 
blot out the rude bits on our screens. Anyway, what 
the results claim to show is that subjects reacted to 
the emotionally charged pictures even before they 
had been selected. The experiments were cited as 
evidence of precognition. 

This, of course, merely adds a human dimension 
to the celebrated work of the parapsychologist 
R L Morris who, in 1967. showed that if you put 
three goldfish in a tank, then use a random number 
generator to decide which one to fish out. there 
is a tendency for the about-to-be-caught goldfish to 
swim about a bit more frantically before its number 
comes up. 

We mention all this only because of some w ork we 
have been doing in our newspaper database. Since 
the murder of Gianni Versace, we have been 
monitoring occurrences in the press of the word 
“frock". We felt that it had come into relative 
prominence since his death, and were wondering 
whether this was purely temporary or the start of a 
new linguistic vogue. Since we needed a base level 
for purposes of comparison, we monitored the 
occurrences of “frock” over each of the past few 
months, here are the monthly totals since December. 

Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jon 
Frock 124 12€ 104 102 90 135 1S7 

Throughout 1996. frocks had been running at 
about 120 a month, and as these figures show, that 
rate was maintained in January. But the next three 
months showed a marked decline, followed by 
sudden and dramatic rises in May and June. The 
June 1997 figure is, in fact, the highest ever recorded 
for a calender month. And if we were to plot these 
figures on a graph, it would look just like the read- 
out from the device used on the Paul McKenna 
show. It is difficult to avoid the conclusion that 
precognition is an exact science - with hindsight. 

The games page is edited by William Hartston 
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The endgame study 
composer Genrich 
Kasparyan, who died last 
year, was one of the 
strongest players of all 
problemists. (Many very 
strong players have 
composed the occasional 
fine problem, but few top- 
class problemists have had 
much of a playing career.) 
Perhaps this is why so many 
of his compositions have 
that light touch that 
appeals to players as well as 
purists. The position above 
is a good example. It is 
White to play and win. 

At first glance, it looks 
simple: get the bishop out 
of the way and promote the 
pawn to a queen next 
move. But things are not 
so simple. 

After the natural l.Bgfc 
(or l.Bh5) Black plays 
I„.Rb8+ 2.Ka7 Bd4+. 

Now 3.b6 is forced, when 
3 ..Bxb6+ 4.Ka6 looks, and 

is, good for White. But 

Black plays instead 

3...Rxb6J and after 4.e8Q+ 
Kc7the threat ofRb8+ 

guarantees Black a draw. 

The white queen basno 
good square from which to 

rive check. 


But if moving the bishop 
out of the way doesn’t 
work, how is White to 
make progress? If this were 
a lesser composer's work, 
the answer might begin 
with l.Rxc6+ dxc6 2-Bxc6, 
but Kasparyan would not 
do anything so crude. 

Black draws easily with 
Z...Rb8+ 3.Ka7 Bd4+ with 
Kc7 to come. 

So what about trying to 
get the bishop out in the 
other direction? lJRd2 
looks promising: the threat 
is 2.Bxd7+ and the rook 
also puts paid to chat 
troublesome check from 
the bishop on d4. Again, 
however, Black has an 
ingenious defence: after 

1. Rd2 he plays l.JRxbS! 

2. Bxd7+ Kc7 and the 
threat of mate on a5 saves 
the game for him. 

Finally, l.Bxd7+ Kxd7 

2. bxc6+ looks tempting, 
but fails against 2...Rxc6! 

3. Rxc6 Kxe7 with a draw. 
So what’s the answer? 

The first idea was correct, 
but you have to pick the 
right square for the bishop. 
Tty 1-Bf7! Rb8+ 2Xa7 
Bd4+ 3.b6. Now after 
3...Rxb6 4.e8Q+ Kc7 
White plays 5.Ra2! (where 
the rook is now protected 
by the bishop) Rb8+ 

6. Ka6 Rb6+ 7.Ka5 and 
White wins. 

The real point of the 
study, howeveT, is seen 
after 3...Bxb6+ 4.Ka<5 BdS! 
Black threatens mate, but 
White gets there first with 
5JRxc6+! dxc6 6J3e6+ Kc7 

7. e8=N mate! Bravo. 
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ACROSS 


I Seven days (4) 

4 County (S) 

9 Composition (5) 

10 Whitewash (5-2) 

II Additional work. (8) 

12 Way out (4) 

13 Daringly (13) 

17 Of great size (4) 

18 Australian state (8)- 

21 Windpipe (7) 

22 Oxford college (5) 

23 Stretched tight (5) 

24 Prophet (4) 


DOWN 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 


Follow (5) 

Rare gas (7) 

Expel from church (13) 
Rescue (4) 

Copies (7) 

City of Romeo and Julie 
(S* location (4) 


8 

14 

15 Choices 

16 Annually (6) 

17 Detest (4) 

19 Elevate (5) 

20 Part of leg (4) 


SotntuHi ta Yesterday's Concise Crossword: 



greL 22 Morocco. 23 Views, 24 Sisal 

Ii i a 2 CiMlfA A 1 1niiicf S V 


Ol 2 Artiste, 3 Evoke, 4 Unjust, 5 Wort 
12 Becomes, 13 Council, IS Earnest, 16 
Novel, 21 Loser. 


6 Itchy, 7 Growled 
mooth. 18 Yards, 20 


East-West game; dealer Sooth 
North 
♦ J 5 
VK52 
0642 
+AQ 1076 

West 

East 

♦ K74 

♦ 10 9 8 6 3 2 

S?QJ98 

76 V3 

OK95 

OJ873 

43 

4 K 4 

South 
4AQ 
S?A 104 
OAQ10 
4J9852 


South spotted the danger that 
might have upset his contract of 
Three No-trumps on this deal 
and made an effort to bypass it. 
However, he did not choose the 
right line of play and still went 
down. Can you spot his mistake? 

South opened One No-trump 
( 16-18 points) and West 
overcalled with Two Hearts. He 
had a lucky escape when North 


raised his partner to game 
instead of doubling and taking a 
substantial penalty. 

West led against 3 NT and, 

not wanting to give East the lead 
if it could possibly be avoided, 
declarer won in dummy and 
played the ace and another dub, 
rejecting the finesse. He did not 
mind West getting in and now 
had the extra chance of dropping 
the king of dubs. East won the 
second club, however, and 
switched to spades. The finesse 
lost. West cleared the suit, and 
now South could not come to 
more than eight tricks. 

South was quite right to be 
apprehensive of a spade lead 
from East, but he missed a neat 
play. It is perfectly all right - 
indeed, a good idea - to cash the 
acc of clubs, but when the king 
docs not fail, declarer should 
finesse the queen of diamonds. 
West may well be able to win, but 
now any continuation gives South 
plenty of time to establish and 
cash nine tricks. 


Perplexity 

Literary confusion: 

Ghastly fat whores Jog nasty 
hero 

We are looking for the name of a 
famous author and the title of his 
or her perhaps most celebrated 
work. And all you have to do to 
find them is unjumble the letters 
in the above sentence. 

Lest we mislead, we should like 
to make it clear that apart from 
having the same letters, there is 
no intended connection between 


the answer and the meaning of 
the sentence itself. 

A prize of the Chambers 21st 
Century Dictionary will be 
awarded to the sender of the first 
correct answer we open on 21 
August Answers to: Perplexity, 
The Independent, 1 Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf, London 
E14 SDL. 

Answers and the winner’s name 
of the Perplexity competition that 
appeared on 26 July are held 
over until next week. 
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Backgammon Chris Bray 


Those seeking to study the history of backgammon 
are confronted with a difficult problem. There is no 
definitive history of the game, which can trace its 
antecedents back some 5,000 years. The very first 
backgammon book of the modem era, appropriately 
entitled The Backgammon Book by Jacoby & 

Crawford (ISBN 0 14046260 0) does have a brief 
but excellent history of the game as its first section. 
The other useful reference book is H JR Murray’s 
A History of Board Games other than Chess which 
notes that the first recorded use of the word 
backgammon was in 1645. 

The Backgammon Book traces the game from its 
murky origins in Mesopotamia, through the Egyptian 
Pharaohs, the Greeks - the tedium of the siege of 
Troy was lightened by playing an early form of the 
S a .^ ie “ ar, d the Romans. The Emperor Oaudrus is 
said to have written a book on tbe game! 

® ame s route iflto Europe is obscured by time 
although the Roman Empire obviously played some 
P?«- k mentioned in old Eoglish glossaries of the 
eighth and ninth centuries but its great popularity 
apparently dates from the Crusades whereafter it 
became known as Tables. A back gamm on, board was 
toundon the wreck of the Mary Rose. 

Different versions of the game can still be found 
around the worid vaiying from the US Navy’s Acey- 
Deucey to Greece’s Tayli. The modern version of 
neW 3,1(1 ™ men se popularity 

onL^f hC v enterprising gamesman uj 

n? rh f ^ e £E ew Yo / k clubs came “P with the idea 
d oubUng cube. The first Jaws of the game 

Sis?f U b m 1931 at the New Yo * ^<52 & 

exfi\)J^ < ^Z? n0n *! 3ook , ***° contains some 

Rsraplw and prints of early artefacts 
and boards and more recent paintin®from&^e an 
backgammon books of the eariy - 
v. ^° k * cu rrem]y out of print but it* S 
y° ur local second-hand bootehop for 
pu“£'h“^ U ^ find a copy m / 

RrSL 3 ™? 1 ? modern note. Malcolm Pein of Chess A 
Bndge Ltd. informs me that they now stack * 11 & 

versions of Jellyfish and are wilSgTriSf 
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interview 


Late bloomer 


WE 



R ose strides towards me along ihe 
street on impossibly long, black- 
stockinged legs. At least, it looks 
nke Ros^ the reformed hooker in 
Band of Gold - shaggy curls, incv- 
wmcy skirt, spiky heels - hut the 

sear nn rW. woman w „ ho offer s me a makeshift 
jeat on the pavement (“In the shade, if you don’t 

t i S °JJ Car lh K SUr ° sounds ra lher more 
UKe bar ah Layton, the awfully nice colonel’s 

Jatr^is n/fh’ d M^ e P 01 " 1 ’ ln facU Geraldine 
lu? I 5 her Nice Sarah nor Flawed Rose 
S™£ sh f e ^identify with both. “It’s a veiv 
bom Rose to me," she explains over 
In fac1 ’ sometimes 1 think there’s no 

step at ail. 

trJif 0 *' “ f M “ cfiester *° film an autumn sequel 
io the Bradford prostitutes’ drama Band of Gold, 
is taller and skinnier than you’d expect, especially 

■ J Sir re T Wat . ch ‘. n 8 the clJ n-em repeats of Tent'/, set 
in FMus India, in which her Sarah is a solidly built, 
plain girl with a strong line in very proper dresses 
and suppressed sexuality. 

“When we were filming Jewel, in the mid- 
Eighties, it was only 40 years after the setting of 
the senes, and I could sort of feci Sarah across the 
time gap. So much had happened to women, and 
here we all were, going ‘'Yes, Sarah Layton, hey, 
we re with you-o-o', whereas at the time she feit 
completely isolated, mad, and wrong, and bad, but 
she couldn’t speak up for herself because she was 
in that world that said ‘Tup/ Not a word’. You’re 
female, you don’t question things. They think she’s 
being difficult if she doesn't smile and want to play 
tennis every afternoon.” 

Lf there’s one thing that James does not share 
with Sarah Layton, it is diffidence. She talks 20 to 
the dozen, a breathless stream, without fuli-stops 
or commas. “Sarah has flashes of humour, but 
most of the time that’s completely repressed, and 
it was fascinating to play it. When I saw the 
repeats, I was startled - 1 didn't remember that I 
was so uptight and anally retentive, but I think I 
based it on Celia Johnson in Brief Encounter 
Did she look like Sarah then? “She was meant 
to be spectacularly plain, but I think the make-up 
person went a little far!" 

India, where she also filmed Gandhi, was a rich 
experience for James. The people were 
“absolutely fantastic”. 

“One waiter in the hotel where we were stay- 
ing took us all to his mum’s for dinner one night, 
We wem to weddings. We went to Simla, which 
is this extraordinary place up in the mountains, 
very British, with the Gaiety Theatre or something 
like that with aJJ these photos from the Forties 
of these English people doing plays as if they’d 
been in Woking.” 

“But I was very frightened, too,” she recalls. “I 
was very insecure as an actress. There was Sarah 
in her time, with me, Geraldine, in the Eighties, 
going ’You’re all right’, but 1 was thinking i can’t 
do this. I’m no good, I'm hopeless'. Now, 15 years 
later, I wish I’d had that extra iota of confidence 
that I now have, so I could have gone. T can play 
this part’.” 

Th is is a recurring theme: her lack of faith in her- 
self, even now at 46. Why did she continue to act 
if. even in her thirties, she felt she couldn’t do it? 

“But I still think I can’t do it,” she wails. “The 
only reason I think it less - and this is absolutely, 
genuinely true - is Tm doing it and I now have a 
backlog of work. I can feel a little quieter in my 
soul. And it also matters less than when I was in 
ray thirties. And nobody can tell me Tm not going 
to be an actress, because I have been an actress. 

I can go before my maker and say ’I was an actor,’ * 

- this in an emphatic voice, presumably one kept 
specialty for addressing one’s maker - “and I can 
say Tve brought a few videos’. 

“T have taken risks in my life, like playing Rose. 

I honestly thought when that series came out that 
I would be laughed out of the country.” 

Fears that she was miscast dogged her at the 
beginning, in the same way that Sarah had felt out 
of place in the world of the Raj. 

“I thought people would go This is ridiculous, 
this giri is middle-class, how can she possibly play 
this creature, who does she think she is? I mean, 
listen to her 1 .” Scorn drips from these words con- 
vincingly. “I honestly thought people would think 
that, and instead they went ‘Yeah, gosh, and so 
a little bit of me went ‘Phew! I've got away with 
it Main’.” Surety she doesn’t feel like this every 
time?T do. I think ‘7 his time I won t be able to 
do it, this time Tm going to miss die diving board 
and go off in the shallow end and there won t be 
any water in it anyway. I'm going to completely 

James, the crucial thing about Band of Gold 
is that it must be believable, and must not 
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glamorise prostitution. The first series divided we also talk about the ge 
police opinion in the Bradford area, where it is these women’s services, 
set between those who felt it increased public “II has completely char 
awareness, and those who felt it encouraged kerb- in some awful way I had 

crawling and possibly even tempted young women I thought it would be easii 
into prostitution, believing it to be glamorous. about a week we were w 
“This programme must be authentic. It isn't you have a bit of you th: 
Dynasty , if s about life on the streets, and if peo- on, my bit was my legs a 
pie can see it and believe us and think That's what that Nice Sarah would ner 
these women are like,’ they may change their to be fairly well expose 
attitudes. Many people dismiss and loathe you’re acting, but when tf 
prostitutes, they think they’re the scum of the exhibiting yourself and v\ 
earth. If we can say they’re human beings, and looked at That was veiy 
understand what may have led them towards this it would be like, for me,* 
life and be a little less judgemental; and please can be in control of how I pi 




we also talk about the gentlemen who need to use 
these women’s services... 

“ft has completely changed my own views. I think 
in some awful way I had a romanticised view of it. 
1 thought it would be easier to play than it is. Within 
about a week we were wearing these costumes - 
you have a bit of you that you’re selling yourself 
on. my bit was my legs and my tits [goodness me, 
that Nice Sarah would never say “tits”], so they had 
to be fairly well exposed, and thaf s fine when 
you’re acting, but when they gp ‘Lunch! ’you’re still 
exhibiting yourself and we found that you just get 
looked at. That was veiy startling, to realise what 
it would be like, for me,” she emphasises, “not to 
be in control of how I present myself.’’ 


Researching Rose brought James into contact 
with prostitutes in Bradford's Lumb Lane red-light 
area where she heard all the gruesome details of 
life on the streets. 

“We see them at home making a cup of tea and 
saying 'Christ, it’s tough out there’ and we realise 
what it would be like to work in those clothes, in 
winter, getting into hot cars for 10 minutes and 
getting thrown out again having made 10 quid, 
stuffing it into your bra and wandering on to the 
next street corner. Somebody turns up who is 
deeply repellent physically, and smells, and wants 
you to do appalling things, and you're so cold you 
do it It ain't a glamorous life by any means. 

“You are completely vulnerable; if he whips a 


r\ has come to tight. The new 
legislation turns out to be a potty 
blow to circus performers, and wul 
end a tradition dating back to the 
lands of acts made famous m Buf- 
falo Bill's Wild West Shew in the last 
century. Leading big top proprietor 
Bobby Roberts Junior, whose air- 
rent muring summer show involves 
him juggling and twirling revolvers, 
«o mtiina for an exemption for per- 


Another circus skill gets shot down 




The Stage. ^ 

As things stand, all performers 
who use pistols and revolvers over 
22 calibre in their acts must band 

them in by the end of next month, 

or face prosecution for possessing 
prohibited weapons. So it’s either a 
case 0 f parliament having to make 
a last minate exemption, or roll Tip, 
roll up for the fantastic Bobby 


Roberts Junior and his amazing 
twirling water pistols. 

That other leading big top man 
Geny Cbttle wiH need a room to 
hjmsH f if he hands over his arms to 
the government. Cottle’s latest show 
The Circus of Horrors includes flick 
knives, hand guns, a machine-gun 
and a flame-thrower. “Ilfs not live 
ammuni tion-” he exploded as I kept 
my eye warily on his bolster. “This 
takes all the excitement out of 
circuses. First we have to lose our 
animals, now our guns. We’re 
becoming a laughing stock with the 
rest of the world,” 

It all does seem rather ridiculous. 
Guns in the context of arcuses and 
indeed stage plays are akin to start- 



David Lister 

arts notebook 


ing pistols - a prop, dramatic but 
harmless. And it should not be 
beyond Home Office bureaucracy to 
exempt not only circuses but all per- 
forming arts from the new laws. 

Only once can I recall a circus 


prop of this sort being remotely dan- 
gerous. It was actually in Gerry Cot- 
tle’s own circus some years ago. A 
now deceased and much Jcrved cow- 
boy juggled gpns, threw knives and 
had a drink problem. By the time of 
die evening mowhis aim would grow 
increasingly erratic. We shall not 
duck from his like again. 

Surreal tales reach me of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber's annual jamboree at 
Sydmontoa. Each summer Lord 
Ucyd Webbe r throws open his Beik- 


for a preview of his latest opus. But 
the year there was more than a scene 
from Whisde Down the Wbid on offer 
Guests were surprised to be asked to 


take part in a mock-parliamentary 
debate on the future of Europe. 
Well, not so mock actually. A room 
atSydmontaD was designed asamim 
House of Commons; Norman Tbb- 
bit was one ofthe speakers, and the 
Speaker; Betty Boothroyd, was act- 
ing out her day job. 

Outside, the guests sat on the 
lawn to listen to Rowan Atkinson 
give a talk on his passion, fast cars. 
Here, it turned out, smoking coold 
be a hazard. Some of Lord Lloyd 
Webber’s musical friends do have 
rather important voices to tend 
after afl. David Frost lit up only to 
have a note passed to him which 
read: “Dave, put that cigarette out 
Now! Love, Kiri.” 


Geraldine James: 1 honestly thougrt when 
“Band of Gold" came out that 1 would be 
laughed out of the country 1 

PHOTOGRAPH; ROB BODMaN /NTIM 


knife out... no wonder the girls fear for their lives. 
They have such low self-esteem. In my experience, 
almost afl of these women have been abused So they 
already think of themselves as complete rubbish. The 
fact that they go off with a man who starts hitting 
them around somehow fits in with their lives.” 

James is most scathing of the pimps who lure 
young schoolgirls into the game. Having a 12-year- 
old daughter, Eleanor, brings it sharply into focus 
for her. “That whole pimp thing is so disgusting 
They’ll seduce very young girls literally by giving 
them sweets. Buying them nice clothes. Encour- 
aging them, developing their sexuality when they’re 
far too young.” 

Did it strike a chord when her character Rose 
discovered, in the second series, that her 
estranged daughter was a hooker? “I could imag- 
ine what it was like for Rose. But I don't relate it 
to Eleanor very much. I did get veiy alarmed on 
one location when we were filming outside a junior 
school, and somebody said ‘This is where pimps 
will identity their likely candidates, and start work- 
ing on them.' Now if they’re strong, secure chil- 
dren with loving families, then they’re not going 
to be taken in by that - 1 hope.” 

Does Eleanor feel insecure, with her mother 
away so often? “Well, it does get tougher for her 
as she gets older, because she’s more aware. When 
she was a baby, I didn't work until she was about 
15 months old. and by the time I went back to work 
I was going up the wall. I realised, there’s a bit of 
me that is nourished by acting, which is kept at 
bay when Tm at home being a mum. It’s phe- 
nomenal to do both, but I can’t choose.” 

The actress in James was bom at boarding 
school in Berkshire, where she felt miscast “Very 
early on there were the girls who were good at 
singing, at the arts, or mathematics or languages, 
and I wasn’t good at anything. I didn’t shine. So 
Z became the clown in order to have an identity 
and at the age of 13 they put me into acting. I had 
a fabulous teacher, my headmistress’s husband, 
who taught Shakespeare for A-level, and then I 
found this person called William Shakespeare and 
a play called King Lear. The teacher took us to see 
it at Stratford and I remember Eric Porter, Alan 
Howard, Michael Williams and being completely 
blown away by it. I worked with Eric Porter on 
Jewel in the Crown and I remember sitting oppo- 
site him and I couldn’t believe that he was there, 
Eric Porter, who had been my major inspiration, 
with these incredibly long, beautiful hands, and I 
remember being mesmerised by these hands and 
just wanting to say to him Tm here today because 
of you'. He was wonderful.” 

As Jewel in the Crown draws to its conclusion at 
the end of August, Nice Sarah will disappear, to 
be replaced by Rose, as Gold (the third series of 
Band of Gold ) is screened in October. In the mean- 
time, Geraldine will retire to her “little house” in 
Sussex with Eleanor and her husband Jo Blatch- 
ley, a film producer and director at Rada. After 
Gold, James will reappear on screen in a new series 
ofKai'anagh QC, scheduled for next January. “My 
opposing character to Rose is my wonderful QC 
mKavanagh, Helena Harker. She has a veiy extra- 
ordinary, lateral-thinking mind, she does these 
great loops in her head. I read it and get mentally 
exhausted and to play somebody who has that men- 
tal agflity... it’s great. I like her veiy much.” 

It’s some time since she appeared on stage, and 
she’s itching to return. “I want to do theatre; I 
realty, realty want to do some more, because I miss 
tL It’s been difficult because there have been thing? 
Tve bad to do personalty, that have meant it’s quite 
hard to commit to a long time in the theatre, but 
next year I will. HI find something and do it You 
feel you’re realty stretching yourself in the theatre. 

“I don’t like doing what I’ve already done. But 
there’s a lot of different kinds of characters that 
Fd like to play. More comedy, more classical 
theatre, more European theatre, more movies. Fd 
love to play a character close to myself in a film. .. 
because then it’s about revealing, rather than 
about putting on a character. I try to only do jobs 
I don't know how to do. I did Moll Flanders 
although I thought it was not remotely interest- 
ing, but Morgan Freeman was going to be in it, 
and I thought ‘Christ, I would love to work with 
Morgan Freeman’. I didn’t particularly want to do 
Portia in The Merchant of Venice until I saw Dustin 
Hoffman was in it” 

Some “extraordinary, exotic" people came to 
see The Merchant of Venice, she says. “Robert De 
Niro came to see it in London, and he’d just got 
off the plane, and Dustin was in a terrible state 
because De Niro was in. and I thought I was being 
rather marvellous, which is a dangerous thing to 
ever think. I knew where he was sitting and I just 
glanced up to see if I was being appreciated by the 
great De Niro and he was" - she throws back her 
head, closes her eyes and opens her mouth - 
“sound asleep." 
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Here’s a job description to moisten 
the eye. “Practically no responsibil- 
ities. Just occasionally signing a let- 
ter or two that someone eke has 
written for you. Honey-sweet rela- 
tions with the dear, friendly trustees 
— Above all, abundant opportunity 
to get on with your own work and no 
need to hide it under the blotting 
paper when you have callers. ” 

That serene piece of nostalgia was 


uncovered by the Museums Journal. 
It was from an article written in the 
1950s by Thomas Kendrick, then 
director of the British Museum. 
Worries over whether to chaige, cuts 

in purchase grant and a host of other 

problems seem to make managing a 
major arts institution a little tricker 
these days. No leisure, no blotting 
paper, and are there honey-sweet 
trustees for tea? 


Serena Mackesy looks on: Robert Hanks on radio: Jasper Rees on TV... TURN TO PAGE 






India at 50 
Hoiroyd's definitive 

Shaw v* 

American poetry..... 
Fiction on the 
front line 




All aboard the 
Edinburgh festi val express 

FESTIVAL The Edinburgh Festival opens its 

A *? ‘ 50th birthday season this 

'Zy weekend. In an extract from his 
new novel, ‘No Laughing Matter’, 
Peter Guttridge savours the flavour 
of life on the festival gravy train 


ivankvxct. 


B ridget Frost and I were both going 
up to the Edinburgh Festival. The 
Bitch of the Broadsheets, Bridget 
was loud, pushy, opinionated, grudge- 
bearing, drunken, vindictive and tacky, 
but she had her good points. Actually, 
those were her good points. 

She was doing some stuff on the Fringe, 
which this year was bigger than ever, with 
around 10.000 performers and 1,200 shows. 
They were the kind of statistics you got in 
the press pack. The press office had fun 
expressing figures in colourful ways: for 
example. If all the Fringe groups formed a 
human tower by standing on each other’s 
shoulders, they would exceed the height of 
the worlds tallest building by 14 kilome- 
tres. Well yes, I do find that interesting. 

I was going by train, Bridget by plane. 
Depending on your point of view, four 
hours on a train in the company of a 
bunch of writers may or may not count as 
a good time. But, if you're freelance, you 
don't turn down a free first-class return 
ticket when it s on offer. The Edinburgh 
Book Festival had two first class carriages, 
stacked with free food and booze, reserved 
for London's literary folk on a Scotland- 
bound Intercity 225 leaving King’s Cross. 

The trip was intended to be a party. My 
ticket even had a "plus guest" on it. But I 
was travelling alone. Sad, eh? I had 
thought of inviting Bridget to travel with 
me but putting her in a sealed carriage 
with a hunch of literary types was like giv- 
ing the fox a den in the henhouse. Fortu- 
nately. she preferred flying. 

I’ve always found it best to keep booze 
away from writers. The history of drunk- 
enness in literature teaches us that it’s the 
poets you have to watch, but children's 
authors can be pretty tricky too. I envis- 
aged that the combination of free drink 
and artistic temperament meant friend- 
ships springing up by Peterborough could 
be legendary feuds by York. 

The trip was, however, sadly uneventful. 
People table-hopped along the aisles. A 
couple of film crews for those cable chan- 
nels that no one ever watches shot footage 
with the look of people in whom hope was 
battling with experience. PRs ferried jour- 
nalists to and from the handful of celebrity 
authors. As the bottles of wine and whisky 
circulated, things got a little raucous but, 

3s an attractive American woman pointed 
out to a group at the tabic next to mine, 
there was no shagging in the aisles. 

The train was on time into Waverley Sta- 
tion. A tall strapping man in his fifties was 
standing on the platform in a kilt and 
sporran, as if to assure us we were indeed 
in Scotland. 1 immediately assumed he was 
a laird, whatever one of those was. but I 
overheard someone else saying he played 
the bagpipes on street corners For loose 
change. When I looked closer, I saw that, 
although he had a dirk tucked down one 
stocking, the effect was spoilt by the quar- 
ter-bottle of whisky rucked down the other. 
That evening I went into Charlotte 


Square to the Book Festival. Edinburgh 
was undergoing an untypical heatwave 
and the tents in which the festival took 
place had their doors open to let in air on 
the sweating hordes within. I listened 
from the doorway as Joanna Trollope and 
Michael Dobbs, looking slightly indignant, 
defended TV adaptations of their works. 

I went into the spiegeltent, a wonderful 
1920s Austrian beer tent, and sat with my 
beer in one of the wood and glass booths 
around the outer rim. Sipping my drink, I 
looked through the Fringe brochure. Irvine 
Welsh was shit hip and omnipresent Six 
different versions of Macbeth. A musical 
history of Edinburgh's Royal Mile. Not my 
thing really. Oscar, the Hypnotising Dog, 
now that was more like iL 
Half-a-dozen musicians were milling 
around on the small stage, fiddling with 
microphone stands and amplifiers. When 
they started up, a woman sitting a few yards 
away started getting into it - legs bobbing, 
fingers snapping, head shaking. I wouldn't 
have minded but it wasn’t exactly the birth 
of the cooL Just a bunch of middle-man- 
agement types in candy-striped waistcoats, 
beer guts and straw hats playing Dixieland. 
The woman clapped out of time. 

Bridget slid into the booth beside me. 
“Been to any shows yet?” 

“I've been down at the Film Festival,” I 
said. “Got talking to a director from Ice- 
land - probably the only director from 
Iceland - about a comedy he’d just made 
there. He told me it reflected the feet a 
good proportion of the people are suici- 
daliy depressed in winter, merely suicidal 
come spring and alcoholic all year round.” 
“Sounds a laugh a minute.” Bridget 
scowled at the musicians. “I’Ve been to two. 
I don't understand why they always seem to 
put the noisy shows right next-door to the 
quiet ones, with only a cardboard partition 
between. They might as well put all the 
noisy shows together and let them fight it 
out like a psychotic Battle of the Bands.” 
“What'd you see?” 

“I saw a musical about Robert Burns. I 
thought I was seeing one about Rasputin 
but I went next-door by mistake. The 
accents of the actors were so thick it took 
me 20 minutes to realise. It was only when 
Rasputin started reciting a poem to a hag- 
gis, 1 twigged something was amiss. I'd 
thought the kilts were making a statement 
about universal experience.” 

The band streck up another dire tune 
from the good old days of Dixie. 

“They should be an a paddle steamer 
on the Mississippi,” I said, grimacing. 

“Preferably one tbafs sinking. Why 
don’t we go outside?” 

Edited extract from ‘No Laughing Matter' 
by Peter Guttridge. published in hardback at 
£16.99 by Headline Book Publishing and 
available from all bookshops, or by credit 
card - at the special discount price of 
£1199 - from Bookpoint on 01235 400414 
(lines open 9am-6pm Mon-Sat) 



One from the heart 


I n the confident days of post-war 
expansion, most theatre compa- 
nies were able to rotate the same 
classic authors to make up a reper- 
toire of plays which Ken Campbell 
once wittily christened “brochure 
theatre” At your local playhouse you 
could expect to see Shakespeare play- 
ing in a regular team of writers who usu- 
ally included Wilde. Ibsen and Arthur 
Miller. But more recently, as theatres 
have suffered from public underfund- 
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David Hare explains why 
Shaw's 1921 state-of-the- 
nation play is due for revival 

The playwright once described as “the The purpose of reviving Heartbreak 
creator of modem consciousness” had House just before the millennium (with- 
become a victim of the fact that he had out altering or updating the text ) is to 


consensus which underpinned their 
choices has disappeared, so artistic 
directors have needed to adopt a bolder 
and more improvised approach to their 
job. Some famous writers have contin- 
ued to thrive. Chekhov's four best- 
known plays are still relentlessly 
revived. But the most eminent victim of 
this enforced shake-down has been the 
problematic figure of George Bernard 
Shaw. Sometimes it is as if we no 
longer quite know what to do with him. 

On the publication of the final vol- 
ume of Michael Hoiroyd’s brilliant 
three-part biography in 1992, several 
reviewers noted how unfortunate it 
was that the 15 years it had taken Hol- 
royd to write the book had coincided 
with an irreversible decline in his sub- 
ject’s reputation. It would be hard, they 
insisted, to imagine a playwright more 
thoroughly out of fashion. Shaw was 
associated with an era of rational Fabi- 
anism which no longer spoke to the 
modern world His plays, with their 
notorious long sentences and stagy 
attitudinising, embodied a fearful atti- 
tude to sex which our own more full- 
blooded age found spinsterish and 
immature. The characters were autbo- 


He had, in short, been superseded. 

If these reviewers had looked a little 
harder, they would have found that 
their supposed reassessments of Shaw 
more truly reflected the doubts which 
some audiences had eqjoyed about his 
work from the beginning. The charac- 
ter of Bernard Shaw himself often 
commanded an interest and authority 
far wider than any of the individual 
plays he actually wrote. If Heartbreak 
House is, as its author suggested, his 
Lear, then it has to be said that from the 
outset it has suffered a far more mixed 
press than Shakespeare’s greatest mas- 
terpiece. Billed, perhaps misleadingly, 
as a fantasia in the Russian manner on 
English themes, it played at the Royal 
Court in Shaw's own 1921 production 
at over four hours. Its length alone 
attracted a level of dismissive vituper- 
ation which Shaw’s recent detractors 
could hardly hope to emulate. Shaw’s 
attempts to mix high farce with divine 
tragedy, and to marble an apparent 
comedy of manners with grave presen- 
timents of impending catastrophe have 
elicited an exasperation in some spec- 
tators which has never truly abated. 


and outstanding state-of-rhe-nation 
play, aware that it exhibits many of the 
characteristics of that extraordinary 
genre which has given modern British 
drama so much of its distinctive spirit. 
By gathering together a collection of 
Bloomsbury-like bohemians in a Sus- 
sex house. Shaw appears to set off in a 
familiar Chekhoviao direction, 
analysing the destiny of a country by 
portraying the life and loves of a rep- 
resentative group of middle-class peo- 
ple. He looks ahead to the coming cen- 
tury and sees it as no friendly place for 
romantics or adventurers, but belong- 
ing instead to a narrow new class of 
depressing capitalists who are deter- 
mined to reduce life to its lowest com- 
mon denominator. Who can say he was 
wrong? Yet even in this overall scheme, 
so uncannily prophetic about the world 
we now live in - Captain Sbotover, for 
instance, is working on Ronald Rea- 
gan's Star Wars strategy, the weapon 
which will destroy all other weapons - 
there is a wildness of texture, a sheer 
strangeness of vision which is often so 
personal and peculiar that we may 
almost rub our ears, in danger of 


rial mouthpieces -puppets, not people. David Hare (above, centre) in rehearsal with Richard Griffiths 


disbelieving what we have heard. 

Many critics have rightly drawn atten- 
tion to the zaniness of Shaw’s humour. 
His playfulness with theatre itself is 
taken to prefigure the arriv al of absur- 
dists like Beckett and Ionesco. But less 
noticed, it seems, is Shaw's underlying 
steel. Under the surface of the play - 
which shifts around in the manner of all 
great, elusive work - lies the disturbing 
contention that it is not useful to try and 
be happy; that happiness, indeed, may 


method of reversal which is notably 
Brechtian. Shaw reveals how easily the 
wish to enjoy life may slip into a deadly 
infatuation with dreams. 

No wonder this uncomfortable por- 
trait of a society in which people are 
habitually distracted from their better 
purposes is one which theatregoers 
have sometimes found hard to con- 
template. But they have also not been 
helped by a view of the play which 
emphasises its frivolity and rhetoric at 
the expense of its deeper feelings. Far 
from the governing tone being either 
light-hearted or elegiac, it is. on the 
contrary, full of the feverishness of 
genuine despair. Underneath the ban- 
ter. underneath the central story of a 
young girl growing up in the course of 
a single evening, lies a sense of wasted 
passion (hat belies Shaw's reputation 
as a cold or cerebral writer. “It has 
more of the miracle, more of the mys- 
tic belief in it than any of my others." 
wrote the author of his own favourite 
play. It also, he might have added, has 
more of the heart. 

David Hare's production of 'Heartbreak 
House’ is at the Almeida Theatre, London 
Nl, from 3 Sept to 11 Oct, previewing from 
Thursday. Booking: 0171-359 4404 
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‘What is this garbage about 
music being the highest art 
form?’ The Independent's 
comprehensive coverage of 
this year’s 5 1st Edinburgh 
Festival begins in the 
broadsheet on Monday 
when American 


choreographer Twyla Tharp 
explains her philosophy of 
dance to David Benedict 


Pius, for aii the latest news 
and reviews from the 


International, Fringe and 
Film Festivals, see the daily 
Tabloid, Tuesday to Friday 
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THE PLAY 

Life Support 


Once again, Alan Bates takes the leading role in a 
new play by Simon Gray. This time he stars as a 
fraudulent travel writer stung into grief as he 
attends the bedside of his wife (Georgina Hale) 
who lies in a coma. Harold Pinter, an old hand 
when it comes to directing Gray, is back in charge 
with Carole Nimmons, Nlckolas Grace and Frank 
McCusker in supporting roles. 


Raul Taylor found it “moving, astute, often funny. 
[Alan Bates! does the author especially proud ... He 
superbly suggests a man struggling to master 
overwhelming grief". “One of Gray's finest, strongest 
exercises in sardonic tragedy, black comedy, 
categorise ft how you will," averred The Times . 
“Grips throughout ... When Bates suddenly surges 
with anger, or succumbs to a devastating sense of 
loss, the dramatic effect is explosive," gasped the 
Telegraph. “Quietly moving if lacking in theatrical 
dynamism ... perversely, one sometimes sighs for a 
touch of the old talent to abuse* admitted The 
Guardian. “A tremendously moving, bed-bound 
performance by Georgina Hale ... a civilised rather 
than a memorable evening," decided the Mail. 


At the AJdwych Theatre, London WC2 (0171-416 
6003) to 18 Oct. 


THE FILM 

Bean 


Rowan Atkinson breaks silence by adding his voice 
to a big-screen re-creation of his stupefyjngiy 
popular TV persona of the bumbling incompetent 
serenely unaware of the chaos he creates around’ 
him. Older readers will recognise him as a 
graduate of the Harry Worth / Norman Wisdom 
school. Written by Richard (Four Weddings ) Curtis 
and Robin Driscoll and directed by Mel Smith 


Ryan Gilbey likened it to "Mr Magoo with added 
malice and mucus ... If the film has anything in its 
favour, it’s brevity". "Bean is not an acquired taste 
you either have it or not. You might, though, in a 
moment of doubt or panic, try to unacquire it For 
instance, after seeing this movie,’ warned the FT 
“The kind of shallow movie that only works rf you 
shut your mind to the qualities of all great 
comedies: rigour, intelligence, imagination and 
humanity." thundered The Times. "Highlights 
include pants wetting, eruptions of nasal snot and 
a bag of vomit burst playfully over someone’s 
head." shuddered The Standard. "These ga^ are 
not so much cheap as bargain basement." scorned 
the Telegraph. 


Cert PG, 89 mins. On release absolutely 
everywhere. 



Don’t be put off by the seemingly 
bleak scenario. A fine production. 


Itf 


See Grasse Pointe Blank instead. 




THE BALLET 

Romeo and Juliet 


On Monday, the Kirov Ballet returned to the 
Gokseum with Lavrovsky's Rome o and Juliet, added 
rontirmation that they have triumphantly survived 
meir post-Communist impoverishment. Altynai 
Asytmuratova danced a yearningly fateful Juliet, with 
Viktor Baranov as her Romeo. It was the Queen 

Mercuti0 ' s testosterone- 
a ranched performance was an ideal gift. 

** enthus ® d a bo* the production: “A 
stag-hne of enormously promising young men 

f?i?' SlSfn enhanced by the 

zestf ^ mime the 

SfaS " ThS K^ohTnnr 
Asylmurato^.^^ar'ariy^^ce^lrer^^i^so 3 * 

and ?he teSifS? A tynai ^muratova’s Juliet’ 

Noneofthe ’ 


The Kirov end their UK visit with a r-, ■ 


Highly recommended: lustful, erotic 
passionate, delicately sensual and ’ 
















for time 


He sang before he could speak. He’s been 
playing the piano since he could reach the 
keys. And some already place him in the 
pantheon of all-time keyboard greats. Now, at 
26, Evgeny Kissin has been rewarded with the 
Proms’ first ever solo recital. But first he plays 
a game of verbal chess with Edward Seckerson 


W hen Evgeny Kissin was a year old 
(or so he's reliably informed ). he 
stood up in his cot, pointed deci- 
sively at the piano, and uttered 
one word: “OPEN!” So any sug- 
gestion that this prodigy was shamelessly 
exploited can be quickly discounted. His par- 
ents were obedient They hadn't planned things 
this way (sons grow up to be engineers like their 
fathers, don’t they?). His mother played, his 
elder sister played. Evgeny listened. He was such 
a quiet child. (Didn’t they realise he was lis- 
tening?) He was no trouble. (Didn’t they realise 
he was concentrating?) He sang before he could 
speak. Bach’s A major Fugue. His sister was 
studying it at the time. (Didn't they realise he 
needed quiet to memorise it?) He was 11 
months old. Not yet old enough to reach the 
keyboard. (A minor 


process will be slow and painstaking, that to 
reach him, to understand him. will require one 
to probe beyond the concise, even cryptic, 
responses he at first volunteers, to coax and 
cajole, maybe even insist a little. 

You begin with a concession of sorts. He is 
so plainly an intuitive musician, a bom com- 
municator. that talking about music must be dif- 
ficult for him? Very much so ..." Long pause 
(whatever you do. don't jump in now or you'll 
kill the punchline)... “but not impossible.” A 
half-smile, as if to say, “Well done, good start, 
you’ve got my number.” And I have. Kissin is 
not an easy interviewee. His English is excel- 
lent: fluent, authoritative, only slightly accented. 
But he uses words sparingly (fair enough, it's 
his fingers that do the talking). And he thinks 
long and hard about which words. Sometimes 
they’re not worth waiting 


detail. ) But time was press- There is something for, other times they really 
ing. And the initiative was & hit the spot. It depends. 

his. “OPEN!” Like 1 say, UnGSfthlV 3bOUt The ? aitin £ 03,11 be 
his parents were obedient. _ _ •' unneA'ing, even fTustrat- 

Kissin can’t remember a KiecilVc HpmPZinniir ing,andonoccasionsyour 
time when he wasn't play- iM»ll I a UCIIICQI IUUI, ques tion may be met with 



ing the piano. And he f'hp IA/3 
remembers everything. u lc vvc * 
Total recall. At three-and- ni a nn t 

a-half (you see), the \JiO\i\Jj L, 

improvisations began. lankw a 

Anything he beard he • CX • ® 

could sing, and anything Hi-ffirlar 

he sang he could play. At U1 1 1 I LI Cl 
six his parents packed him li u , 

off to the Gnessin School 111611 116 | 
of Music for Gifted Chil- , , * 

dren in Moscow. His lm6 3WK 

teacher was (still is) Anna . . 

Pavlovna Kantor, who T3IIS 3V 

gave him a volume of , 

Tchaikovsky, suggesting LllCrG 

that he might begin work 
on three or four of the nSflTlOn' 
pieces. He memorised the 

lot. “He could play every- DOQ V, 

thing, but didn’t know any- 

thing," she l3ter said of 

him. Meaning that the technical skills, the 

instinct, intuition, musicality - the elements - 

were already in place. Reason would follow. 

Kissin made his concert debut at the age of 


the walk to the 
piano, the bow - 
lanky, awkward, 
diffident. . . And 
then he plays, and 
the awkwardness 
falls away, and 
there is total 
harmony - mind, 
body, spirit 


/ 4-/-v FKp , a scowl or an irritated- 

' Lv/ t-f 1C sounding counter-thrust. 

P hn\A/ which isn’t rudeness, just 

C UUW concentration. Kissin likes 

k/Lr\A#arrl to ? lay chess • rd ^ he 

VAWtaiU, exhibits a similar approach 

a i in conveisation. 

... Mud So you press him some 

. i more as to why it’s so dif- 

1 3VS , 3 nQ ficulf for him to talk about 

, music, and he gives you 

/araness what, by his standards, is 

quite an expansive answer. 
3 V 3nd “I feel a certain resistance. 

Music seems to me to 
s tota speak so eloquently for 

itself that verbalising It 

rr*| i n r| sometimes feels pointless, 

iiiuilx, even vulgar.” So how does 

eni fit he imagine I feel having to 

OjJIflL do just that each and every 

working day? It’s a light- 
hearted rebuke. He is unfazed, “ft’s quite dif- 
ferent for critics and musicologists. My task is 
to present music as music, not as words...” 
Check, but not yet mate. 

Kissin needs to play the piano almost as much 


fomedboth Chopin Piano Concertos in the piratoiy proWem kept turn from i school long 
Ntacriw Conservatory with the before his performing did) and his answer is 
S^PlXnmmic under Dmitri Kitaenko. The Tfo. not at all, because at the piano play- 

,, tht , worid: “This kid is going mg was what I wanted to do more than any- 

thuigin .he world." But howcould he possibly 

for Sml^the pantheon of all-time keyboard could happily pty “all day long but practice 
tffea^Mark Zflberquist, the American critic and -thatw^ something else. Now, of cou^there 
fShor of Great Russian Pianists, was quoted as is less of a distinction to be drawn. He prac- 
I SLp^oartiv on earth and partly some- tises - meaning he sits dawn to play - as much 
X? ete He™ never a ehild pKdi^. but a as be needs to. Aud he instinctively knows bow 
l_ :■ i*icf o oenius." much that is?. Yes, of course. 

LtpofoJ"***™ tlx . . . " So bow is it with performance? Does he 

tvn^/ont - with you. know, does he instinctively know, when it’s 

Now there s P j, ^ cr _ WO rldly, working, when the dots on the page begin tak- 

There is something unearthpr, otner woricuy, - - 


so it would seem) in the moment of creation, in the 
playing of it. And when that happens, when Kissin 
is flying, we all get sucked into the jet stream. 

But how about when ii doesn’t happen? How 
about the occasions (and there must be some) when 
the force is simply not with him? What then? 
Engage automatic pilot? Same critics have suggested 
that Kjssin’s prodigious technique can be a handi- 
cap, that knowing he can rely upon it takes the imper- 
ative out of his playing: “I cannot rely on anything 
unless I prepare well," he replies, in a manner redo- 
lent of an official statemenL But he has taken the 
point. And he has a story to tell. Ten years ago, while 
on tour in Japan with the Moscow Virtuosi Cham- 
ber Orchestra and their violinist/ conductor Vladimir 
Spivakov, he “didn’t play as well as he should have”. 
After the concert, Spivakov came to his room to ask 
what had happened. “I explained that my mood was 
all wrong, that I just couldn't find a way into the 
music. And he said something that has stayed with 
me ever since. He said, A real artist must be able to 
■create the right mood for himself. ” 

So he never knowingly coasts the music, never 
knowingly goes along for the ride. Some perfor- 
mances yield more than others: unexpected details, 
different inflections, voicings, colours, a unique 
atmosphere. Some performances simply provide 
more answers than others. How does that feel? “Veiy 
nice.” Just “very nice”? What if it’s a special 
moment: do you think about it afterwards, analyse 
it, seek to preserve it? “Difficult to say...” And here 
comes another of those interminable pauses for 
thought, here comes the scowl, the shifty silence. He 
starts to form a sentence but stops. You want to help 
him out but you know not to. He’s focusing. This 
reply will be worthy of Gary Kasparov... “I’m not 
even sure that I always remember those moments. 
As far as preserving them is concerned, well, as long 
as I preserve my love for the music and that in turn : 
inspires me in performance, then those things will 
keep happening by themselves. Which doesn’t 


mean,” he adds in a rare burst of animation, “that 
everything thafs good about my playing happens 
spontaneously. Not at all. I always have a dear plan 
in my head of how I'm going to play. But I often have 
to make tMngssound spontaneous. That is, of course, 
different from when something just comes to me 
unexpectedly during a performance. Both elements 
are important and necessary.” 

But can the one overwhelm the other? Am I alone 
in thinking that his live 1993 recording of the Rach- 
maninov Third (Shine with the notes, as Nicholas 
Kenyon quipped at his Proms press conference) 
sounds oddly calculated, a young man’s self-con- 
scious attempt to play down, even subdue, the vjr- 
tuosic elements - to be awfully grown up about the 
piece? A young man with something to prove? “Not 
at all. I played it, and I still play if, in the way that I 
feel it” But less self-consciously? “I think it's a mis- 
take to treat it as a showpiece.” And so do L but I 
find it bard lo believe that your performance - or 
rather your view - of the piece hasn't changed since 
then? “You rightly corrected yourself, my perfor- 
mance must have changed but ray view hasn't" 
Checkmate, I think. 

Tomorrow afternoon, Kissin becomes the first 
pianist ever to give a solo recital at the Proms. On 
a podium which will place him right at the heart of 
the action - that is, in the arena, in the bosom of the 
promenaders - Kissin will play a programme of 
Haydn, Liszt and Chopin. The Chopin pieces - the 
Two Nocturnes, Op 27, and the Sonata No 3 in B 
minor - are among his most favourite in all music. 
He can’t explain why. He is reluctant to try. I probe. 
Could it be the solitary nature of this music (private 
passions secretly indulged in public)? Cbuld there 
perhaps be something about the man (he has duti- 
fully devoured the letters) that he secretly identifies 
with? “I think if I could express why it is I love Chopin 
so much, then it would not be love but something 
else... Maybe one day a psychoanalyst will discover 
why. But, for now, it’s too personal a feeling to want 


to analyse. I simply can’t say...” Any more than he 
can say what it is about 18th-century French paint- 
ing and Italian opera (yes, even Verdi, particular fy 
Verdi) that he so dislikes. Kissin is foil of surprises. 
He likes walking. And you’re purring in agreement 
- “Ah, yes, long country walks— ” - when he adds. 
"fast walks in cities ”. 

He reckons if he weren't a musician he would 
either be a journalist or a tour guide. How so? Explo- 
ration. Discovery. Different places, different cultures, 
different languages. Just like music. “And as tour 
guide you are showing the same things to different 
people, over and over again. And you have to keep 
them interested. Just like playing...” 

He sometimes plays for friends. Just for friends. 
It’s the nearest he gets to those solitary childhood 
days when he played just for pleasure. Does he ever 
feel that the audience is an intrusion, that even one 
listener is too many? “NEVER.” (The emphasis he 
places on that one word speaks volumes.) “1 play for 
those who come to listen to me. My audiences arc 
an inspiration to me. And if they are not. then it’s 
usually my faulL It’s my business to keep them inter- 
ested and attentive...” 

A minute or two pass. The conversation has 
moved on... “Please, 1 would like to add some- 
thing... Because I love the music 1 play so much, 1 
want to share it with my audiences. In no way are 
they an intrusion.” Another “official statement . Just 
to make sure. But it really isn’t necessary. Among 
Kissin’s press cuttings is the story of a redial in 
Bologna where fire officers were forced to turn off 
the electricity at midnight after his 13th encore. His 
Prom is at 3pm. John Eliot Gardiner and the 
Orchestre Revolutionnaire et Romantique are due 
on at 7-30. 

E\geny Kissin at the Proms: 3pm tomorrow, Koval 
Albert Halt London S W7 (0171-589 8212 ) and live 
on BBC Radio3. Kissin s new recording of Beethoven's 
Piano Concertos Nos 2 & 5 is released this week on * 
Sony Classical (SK 62926 ) 


SffiSmp5rai.ce and demeanour. You rag on a life of then own? Leonard Bernstein 
SnEta your seat in the con- always maintained that he could gauge precisely 
*“L' h^TWdk to toe piano; the how - lanky, how well or otherwise a performance was going 
? ^TrfiffidenL as if the child has not quite by the extentto which he felt he was compos- 

awXramnL d ffidenL as^e uin ^ ^ piece ^ ^ reIa[£ t0 ^ 

S rown happened so fast He describes the feeling as one of total release, 

from childhood to maabood e ” 1 ™, ^ if all your concerns - technical and other- 

**} t i' en tSrin,- ss thedbEfidence falls may, wise - suddenly, mysteriously, evaporate and 

body, spirit, you are at ease, at one, with the piece 
and there : is total ti any ^ keper- “The element of improvisation is often pre- 

Meeting K*® 1 ® _ thnw , w sent in mv olavina. Of course this depends on 


“This is 
a brilliant 
film and 
you'll 
laugh 
until 
you cry" 


NEW WOMAN 



“A life 
affirming 
comedy to 
see after 
a bad day 
at the 
office " 


this shock oi nig ^ ^ whcn everything is falling into 

80 thfmatmerehartn- plaa, it ispresent to an even higher degree^” 
smile is nervous £ut srnoere, m And go a piece like Schumann’s C major Rul- 
ing but professional. He knows mwm ^ ^ most exalted song of love and long- 

ltl butdoesn’t show i^gfrom Robert to dan (check out K isms 
df Sgh irSin toomes apparent that the RCA recording) -becomes)* song, caught (or 


itliiirtRi'* [NMfuiWB m-UHra rwihkwu own iaBW utiwini kAmtioxa nnnunt wniiuui ounruttraR 
KWtjcwi -ttumiK ikhribm .«h*«vw wimhui nnmiimiuhwmsDfflnnujM miuiudi 

#BSSS BVFtiffl! [\ wcim* Wfii D* l Mi.r KABO. 
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'Shaanxi, 1957 1 from 'Marc ftibourf in 
China: forty years of photography’ 
(Thames & Hudson, £35) 

PHOTOGRAPH; MARC R1BOUIVMAGNUM 


House 
of the 
spi rite 

Is fiction closer to 
astrology or history? 

Justin Wintle 
balances hard fact 
and heavenly fancy 
in two far-eastern 
family sagas 



The Bondmaid by Catherine Um, Oriel, £5.99; 

One Thousand Chestnut Trees by Mira Stout, 
flamingo, £1S99 

S ome years ago. returning from the Far Bast, 
I had a peculiar experience in Hatchard’s, 
the London bookseller. Standing in front 
of the fiction table, anxious to discover what 
eveiyone had been up to in my absence but still 
debilitated by dysentery, with my head therefore 
lighter than a Kyoto parasol, lighter even than a 
Javan firefly's fitful evanescence, an apparitionai 
thought welled up. Fiction is of the same order as 
astrology. Like astrologists, novelists seek to 
impose their make-believe on an unsuspecting 
public according to rules they themselves have fab- 
ricated. So why take what they write so seriously? 

As I re-immersed myself in literary culture, this 
seditious insight receded. Yet, asked to review 
Catherine Um, I was reminded of that moment 
of enlightenment. Is this a criticism of The Bond - 


maid ? I hope not Rather, it is to draw attention 
to the remarkable skill of its Singaporean author. 
The story she tells is conventional enough, by occi- 
dental as well as oriental standards. A tiny girl, 
Han, is sold by her impoverished mother to a Man- 
darin family. The fortunes of the House of Wu, 
however, hang precariously by a single thread: the 
young master, just two years older than Han. 

What follows is fatal-attraction chop suey. The 
two children form an inseparable attachment that 
their elders, employers and servants do everything 
in their power to stymie. At length the young mas- 
ter is sent away. He returns a “scholar", fit for 
betrothal to Li-li, the ornamental daughter of the 
even more prestigious House of Ghang. The main 
line of the House of Wu will be spared, at least 
for another generation. 

But inevitably the bond between the young mas- 
ter and the serving girl reasserts itsell Neither 
Han's beauty, nor her craving, can remain forever 
cloaked by her plain garments. And if the reader 


has a strong premonition of the unhappy denoue- 
ment, then -allowing for a few strange twists- that 
premonition is likely to prove correct 

In fiction, as in cuisine, it is the sauce with the 
meat that satisfies. The Bondmaid is decked out, 
upstairs and downstairs, with a gallery of charac- 
ters finely balanced between stereotype and indi- 
viduality: a sybaritic great-grandfather, for exam- 
ple, now confined to his bed and attended by his 
vengeful servant Chu; a matriarch who cannot 
property sustain her own stern code; a head bond- 
maid, the sour spinster Choyin, who willingly sus- 
tains it for her, an imbecile called Spitface. A whole 
gamut of deftly painted human props is here. 

Even the ever-wilful Han is - for anyone famil- 
iar with, say, Gong Li in Raise the Red Lantern - 
a recognisable type. What animates and human- 
ises lim’s puppets is their superstition. The priest 
aside, all imagme fhemselves to be in thrall to gods 
and spirits. The drama of the protagonists is shad- 
owed by a contest between the near-omnipotent 


Sky God and the lesser Forgetful Goddess. 

Catherine Lim doesn't for a moment suppose 
the spirit world exists outside of human hopes and 
fears, hut inside, they are real enough. Hers is a 
version of the Chinese in Singapore set in a semi- 
recent past untroubled by the Japanese invasion 
or the Malay Emergency. The only historical align- 
ment is with the present, when we discover that 
the Wu estate has become a petrochemical plant. 
Even so. The Bondmaid surpasses the pulp paper- 
back market earmarked by its publisher. 

I cared less for One Thousand Chestnut Trees , 
mainly because it seems chronically undecided as 
to what it wants to be other than the Korean coun- 
terpart of Jung Chang’s unmatchable Wild Swans. 
A young woman, of mixed Korean and Irish-Amer- 
ican parentage, leaves New York for some Seoul- 
searching in her mother's native land. She pieces 
together a family history which, being deter- 
mined by the deadliest 20th-century conflicts, is 
woeful enough- The narrative is split between three 


voices: the young woman's, her mother s and her 
grandfather’s, and the result issued as a ooveL 

That classification becomes increasingly arbi- 
trary. The voices blur and there are too many pas- 
sages of lacklustre travel reportage, including 
mandatory shopping and foodie paragraphs. Large 
chunks of Korean history are recycled on flat tyres. 

Mira Stout’s real concern, in what I suspect is 
a thinly veiled family memoir, is the mother-daugh- 
ter relationship. To appease her mother the giri 
undertakes to visit the chestnuts of the title, a grove 
planted on a mountain near the border with North 
Korea to screen a family shrine from soldiers. But 
although she is foiled by the weather, somehow the 
journey achieves its objective. 

• , A determined push, and Mira Stout might have 
got there. Despite an enviable gift for natural 
description, she has difficulty in shaping her 
material. Writing novels may indeed be an arcane 
practice, but for all that a strict one too. How hard 
the subject-matter presses is incidental. 


Fiction on the 
frontline 


Good prose, pity about the poetry, 
says Philippa Gregory 


Patrimony by Jane Thynne, 
Fourth Estate, £9.99 


T he trick of any sort of 

whodunit or who-is-it novel is 
the sly revelation of clues to 
the reader without blowing the plot 
altogether. Equally, if one is to 
create any faith in the hero, then he 
or she has to be at least one jump 
ahead. In the case of Patrimony the 
reader is bellowing “Look Behind 
you!” from about page 150, but the 
heroine remains stubbornly 
unaware. Heavy breathing on her 
answer phone, four burglaries which 
no one reports to the police, the 
disappearance of a colleague, all 
fail to disturb our heroine with the 
notion that something is Up. 

What is Up is the slow 
uncovering of a secret history of a 
World War One poet, a 
contemporary of Sassoon and 
*Owen. Disastrously, his poetry is 
quoted in the novel: 

He vowed to serve his country 
For King and common good 
But no pledge prepared him for the 
foe he met 

Stumbling out there in die mud 
Advice to all non-poet authors: 
never invent poetiy and hail it as 
great literature. The exception to 
this rule is Antonia Byatt. 

This flaw is compounded as the 
plot hinges on our heroine correctly 
identifying other newly-discovered 
poetry as the ghastly doggerel of the 
poet’s talentless daughter: 

Like the barrel of a gun in the 
hand of a spy 
The sun regards us with a 
dispassionate eye 

We're in the unambiguous world of 
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Where the cloudless landscape 


i me, but I thought 
both equally awful 
ue at alL 

r for her own prose is 

is some genuinely fine 

ATT 



ss. Our heroine _ ^ 
ites of ieconcihantm 

suppose, that die 


refused a solacing screw, a beneficent 
bonk, a forgiving f*** - alliteration is 
a terrible thing. 

We are on safer ground with the 
unfolding of the two stories that 
make the body of the novel The 
contemporary story is that of ELsa, 
who works in an independent film 
production company and wants to 
make a film about the World War 
One poet, Valentine Siddoos. Her 
discovery of the mystery behind the 
legend leads her into a personal 
discovery too - of the man she is 
ready to love. It is a simple romance 
but it is told with conviction and 
verve. 

Their story is intertwined with 
that of the poet himself, who 
marries young and foolishly, loves 
an older and selfish woman, and 
goes to his death at Passchendaele. 
The two stories are told alternately, 
and inevitably there is a drift of 
interest towards the story of love, 
frustration and death, and away 
from the lighter notes of the 
modern story. Contemporary life 
has Less glamour than prewar 
Edwardian England, the issues for 
Valentine Siddons are graver than 
those of his modern-day 
biographers. 

When the poet is sent forward to 
the front line, the narrative takes a 
darker and powerful turn. This part 
of the novel is excellently 
researched and movingly told. 
Thynne has the ability to paint a 
landscape, and explore a character, 
and her skills are well-deployed In 
the poignant descriptions of a 
countryside and men destroyed by 
war. Elsa, the modern heroine, 
Speaks from the heart when she says 
that to make a romantic and rosy 
picture of such a past is to betray 
the dead who were forced to their 
deaths in a war that was neither 
rosy nor romantic. Thynne can 
congratulate herself on this: that 

she has been true to her heroine’s 
standards. She has not written a 
“dreadful sepia-tinted love story*’, 
“all passion and haircuts” , but a 
thoughtful and powerful account of 
a war which still casts a shadow 
today. 



Embedded In the past David Bowie In ‘Merry Christmas, Mr Lawrence’ photokosal 


Julie Wheelwright on the captive's life sentence 


Ea^Fea^byl^^Glaister.Bloom^jury, . 
£15.99 


H alf a century after the Second World 
Wit's end, its psychological 
reverberations still ripple quietly 
through our lives. But the impact on Che 
thirtysotnething generation of their parents 
war is a rich seam largely ignored until 
recently. Now Lesley Glaister explores the 
shaping of a family by a father’s experiences 
in a Japanese prisoner of war camp. 

Zelda, a second-hand clothes dealer who 
lives with her female lover Foxy. learns that 
her father has committed suicide. She 
rewinds her memories, searching for a key to 
understanding his misery, and turns to a 
relatively happy period just at the edge of 
puberty. With consummate skill, Glaister^ 
evokes the unalloyed sweetness of a child's 
pleasure: a tree house complete with an ant 
farm, the smell of a baking Swiss roll, the 
peace of early mornings. 

But at night Zelda lies braced for her 
father's screams, which regularly jar the 
household from its sleep. Although never 
spoken, his trauma is acted out through 
strange habits. History’s significance is 
woven through the noveL Foxy is an oral 
historian, but adopted and with no interest 
in finding her birth parents; Zelda dresses in 
Forties’ fashions. 


The tension that runs like a live wire 
through relationships heightens when an 
awkward, deaf boy named Vassily "Pndflchuk 
moves in next door and Ze Ida's parents 
force her to befriend him. Nicknamed “dog- 
belly", Vassily is the fatherless new boy at 
school, and his Mum is on the game. With 
their uncanny instinct for bounding the 
vulnerable, the children select him for 
torture and Zelda’s own cruel jokes escalate 
as her father pays him increasing attention 
at home. Egged on by her elder sister, the 
girls plot revenge. “It was as if I had a 
goblm’s face printed on my heart, ugly, far 
uglier than Dog-belly’s — If he had been big 
and strong I don’t think I would have felt 
like that. But he was weak." 

Glaister deftly controls a complicated plot 
and an emotionally charged subject without 
descending into dictnSs about the victims of 
war. Zelda' s adult memories of VassOy 
parallel her revelations about her father's war 
experiences. As she begins to accept the 
horrors of her father’s wartime legacy, she 
looks with a new pragmatism on her 
relationship with the faithless Foxy. The adult 
Vassily, now a successful architect, accepts 
Zelda’s apology. Finally, Wanda, Vassily’s 
errant mother, emerges as the unexpected 
link in the chain who allows for understanding 
and forgiveness. With understanding there is 
closure, and the dead can finally rest 


Tropical baroque 
and roll 


Alberto Manguel shares his passion 
for a perfect summer’s read 


The Aguero Sisters 

by Cristina Garcia, flcaobr, £15.99 


J ohn Ruskin would not have 
been happy in the tropics: he 
didn't approve of Nature having 
human passions. “The state of mind 
that attributes to it those characters 
of a living creature is one in which 
the reason is unhinged by grief. All 
violent feelings have the same 
effect." Well, maybe in England. 

But in Cuba (or in the New Cuba 
aka Miami) things are different. 

The weather is vengeful, the earth 
greedy, the fruit erotic, the birds 
ominous, the water full of 
dangerous memories. To survive, 
one must observe these emotions 
and learn from them. Ruskin 
wouldn’t have lasted a day. 

In Cristina Garcia’s second novel, 
two sisters, one in Mi ami and one 
in Cuba, learn through trial and 
error to read Nature’s changing 
moods. Reina, the Cuban, an 
electrician trained by the 
Revolution, is adept at taming 
electrical power, but that does not 
prevent her from becoming its 
victim. While attempting to lift 
electric pumps from the jungle 
mud, she is felled by a bolt of 
lightning that leaves her radiant 
with sensual heat and in need of 
skin grafts. Constancia, in her 
Florida exile, can command from 
flowers and fruits the essences 
needed for her celebrated beauty 
concoctions, but she will not heed 
to Goddess of Nature, Oshun (who 
in Christian lands is also the Virgin 
Mary) and must eventually make 
amends for her stubbornness. 
Hoping that together they may 
begin to make sense of their 
disjointed lives, Reina travels to 
Miami to live with her 
sister, from whom she was 
separated in childhood. 

To understand the will of Nature, 
the sisters must understand 
themselves. Nature’s emotions 
(Ruskin would have had a fit) are 
reflected in the sisters as in two 
dark mirrors, and also in those who 
surround them: their parents, 
whose love ended in murder and . 
suicide; their grandfather from 
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daughters who must repeat their 
mothers’ mistakes until the chain ii 
broken. 

Half adventure story and half 
romantic thriller. The Aguero Sisters 
is packed with dues to foe sisters’ 
identity: in the past, foe father's 
attraction to rare, or vanished 
species, and the mother's uncanny 
ability to discover lost worlds; in tin 
present, Reina’s sexual avidity whicl 
her own daughter inherits, and 
Constanda’s appropriation of her 
mother’s features until she can no 
longer recognise herself. “Life is in 
the mirror," runs a line of verse her 
father once taught Reina, “and you 
are the original death." The sisters’ 
quest, in foe end, is no more than 
the search for their own mortality. 

In 16th-century Spain, the 
baroque artists of foe Counter- 
Reformation devised a clever 
method for making sense of foe 
divine mystery and yet allowing it tt 
remain secret. They surrounded a 
kernel of meaning with Layers of 
volutes and flourishes, so that its 
existence could only be guessed at 
from its outer skin. Cristina Garcia 
(who writes in English) has used 
this device to great effect in this 
formidable and enthr alling novel. 
Both Cuban realities - life on the 
island under Castro, and exile and 
wishful thinking in Miami - are 
utterly convincing and ultimately 
mysterious. The sisters’ rich saga 
takes place simultaneously in the 
daily Cuban world of home 
cooking, Castro's restrictions and 
Miam, s politics of exile, as weU as 
in the immanent world of gods 
older than history - gods of earth 

S^ at f r ^ h ° ra most of “s have 
chosen to forget. 

From the first luscious pages 

rtST 1 ? 118 a t J uck bunt bi Cuba to 
( w bich retells the hmit 
this tune charged with our 

^ Pemme-i 
«»son , the future), The Aguero . 
Sisters cannot be put dowS&exv 
pungent as a mango, wadfy ***** 

of thc tropics, it 
if E?* 5 ? SUmDieT *s read - even in 

the sober land of Ruskin. 
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Ancient and modern: India at 50 
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Michael Arditti takes 
a taboo-breaking tour 
of the underworld 

SF=#SS3 

S»£*:r;,s.£ 

whfcjf SS* / 2 ye™ htCT > w ^s 77w /nmfc, 

abl2 Sfhnnl Ve . *22 Wled ^ Unknow- 
aoies. Although Jaffrey undertakes a fasti 

Them® S h '" d hi i™- much about 
ren^ene^ I?" ^yelopmem to their cur- 

^S^SSSf-^SZ^ 

fully guarded. They are happy to discuss the 
more sodaHy acceptable a^s oSd£ 

(their presence at weddings and after child- 
birth) while categorically denying any murkier 
pracuce* kidnap. mu t nation Vnd prStion 
k a PP ro P ria ‘ely for its subject. 

hi quesl for lhe provides 

Jaffrey (and the reader) with the opportunity 
to discover India. She describes hereelf as born 
with that spiritual wishy-washiness" of being 
1 u 1 ~ ,an - nor Ame rican. The ‘'OLhemess" 
of the hijras mirrors her own. Her aunt warns 
her that to study the eunuchs will make no 

Mcietvth i? sh ^ sub -i ecf ' s 30 fa boo in polite ^ 

^31 p i '■ y H 

tli^ with an inefficient bureaucracy!^ ^ BK : !■ • \ 

told that in contemporary hijru society “all H|f I 

alike". Their origins are, however, more con* « Mr : 

tentious. They are mentioned in the ancient 4 

Hindu epics, the Mahabhurata and The Hjt ? VMH 

Ramayana. It is probable that the tradition. B*. 1 ®-***V<3Sr I tBSi 

which flourished in North India, derived Hf * ■£. -M;' ' * HV 

from Hinduism and grew in prominence f %■* 

under Islam. ^Pt\ 

Jaffrey quotes Western observers from . 

Marco Polo onwards on the role of eunuchs • '*>3s2H^w9w • 

under the feudal rulers. Some commended B : ” ‘ 

of ridding rndia of her “deb^ed orienta/pra^ V ; . •’ '$&■ jUl/ v f ’’ % 

ticesT. In^hc event, all they did was to drive W \ ' |||^ ' 

Her exploration of this underclass consri- ^ \ 

tutes the most engrossing seaions of the book. \.\ \ ■'( Jg2ap£.^& , \ ' 

She provides a gruesome eyewitness account ' V \ '■■ * 

of a castration ceremony, where a boy is made If ’ i\. 

to sit on a thickly oiled wooden phallus prior ^ 1m, 

to having his testicles removed. Other sources -' ■ M-l ^ 

tell of the hijras cutting off their own penises . < M 

(which palace eunuchs had to produce, pick- fa 

led in jars, as proof of their impotence). One 

common way for the hijras to extort money is :^WHK; V.\S f Ji 

by threatening to expose themselves; another V • 

is by threatening to expose the impotence of ■ - * 

married men. They have the licensed raillery \ 

of Shakespearean fools, witnessed when they 'S 

sing at the birth of the first child (after 12 

years) of a Hyderabad businessman and name ^ y ^ 

the boy as the son of the family's cook. .-?Xy 

In the last resort, there is a sadness about r ' 

the hijras, exemplified for Jaffrey when she |&-' I- ',. 

returns to India after JO years and finds the ffi" . .. ‘ . ’* 

original “family" who befriended her in ruins. ■ .^-- yiftkr" •"V*J| : 

Indian society is ordered around families. ■■ A | 

Excluded from ordinary families. hijras 

create an alternative, grouped around a guru, 
but is one bom of desperation rather than 

freedom. Hie self-mutifarion is the an tithesis '>^1 

of any exploration of sexual ambiguity that 

might be welcomed the WesL HBl^BI^^BB^BilBBBBIII^lK^^iiu^B 

This is a lucid, sympathetic and unsensa- lkir ^ 1A 

tional exploration of a unique phenomenon. IMAuCO Or INDIA 

At the end, one of Jaffrey’s correspondenLs 

writes that he hopes that “you will be fair in Search for identity: in the half-century since the sub-continent's 
dealing with the subject, so that it may not hurt independence, the practice of untouchabilrty persists in subtle and crud 
the feelings of a ny caste or creed or person", forms, white many minorities continue to feel insecure 
It is a hope which she has admirably fulfilled. photographs: oeoff pe 

Saint and spinner-. Denis Judd unravels the Mahatma myth 

RficfiscoiAaring Gandhi by ftigesh Chadha, mostly well chosen, sometimes chapter on the plot to kill Gandhi is 

Century, £20 unfamiliar and rarely too long Chadha enticingly entitled “A Permissive 

employs a commendable variety of views Assassination'' but signally fails to deli 

T he life of Mahatma Gandhi and interpretations, and seems genuinely new information. 

intrigued, baffled and inspired his to be striving to uncover the truth. The Despite these, and other, reservatic 
contemporaries. Today it is no .turning-points of Gandhi’s career are Chadha's biography charts with some 

easier to arrive at the essential truth convincingly explained. His principles, or skill its subject’s transformation from 

about a man whom the great radical possibly his eccentricities, are fairly awkward, youthful mediocrity to 

ioumalist James Cameron called “one scrutinised - including his renunciation political superstar. In many ways, 

of the truly significant figures of the of sexual relations with his wife. Gandhi was good news for the Raj, 

-)Q»k century" and whom Winston On this issue, Chadha quotes despite his potential for mobilising tht 

Churchill sneeringty dismissed as “a Gandhi's assertion that sexual masses and his sheer cussedness, 

half-naked fakir". Was he, as a police intercourse was sinful save for Gandhi preached non-violent 

renort concluded in 1915, simply “a procreation, and that abstinence had a resistance, and not bloody revolution, 

psychological case", or a uniquely higher purpose: “Without conquering He had a taste for parleying with 

effied no h tici an whose consummate lust, man cannot hope to rule over self, viceroys rather than throwing bombs : 

mobilised the Indian masses and without rule over self there can be no them, and remained on good terms 

tore the heart out of the British Raj? swamj (self-rule)". But he also reminds with almost ail his chief British 
Next week sees the 50th anniversary us of the more plausible theory that opponents - although the same could 

if the creation of India and Pakistan. In Gandhi's “attitude towards sex had not be said about his relations with 

t arv 1998 it will be half a century emanated from the profound sense of either the Muslim leader Jinnah or th 

Gandhi’s assassination. Given the guiir he experienced as a result of pro-Japanese Subhas Bose. 

-iMwnt torrent of commemorative making love with his wife rather than Perhaps this is why his abrupt and 

r~J c ' H nrnerammes, the publishers’ being with his father when he died. shocking death moved so many to grie: 

^r^tth^fnhe first major There are failings in the book. The Jan Smuts, for whom he astutely made 

K-^Jnhv of Gandhi for over twenty understanding of some of the imperial pair of sandals while imprisoned in 

™2ES! , rn)ic h too ambitious- Yogesh and British background is incomplete. South Africa for his civil rights campai; 

Sf ha Kfounoleclaim Gandhi The bibliography is brief, dated and before the First World War, wrote “A 

« human beine out of the many omits some crucial works. The end-notes prince among men has passed away" . 

«.rmnodine him He had his are unconventionally presented and hard Mountharten could be moved to tears; 

favourites, but to to follow. Edwin Montagu, the reforming the recollection of his assassination, 25 

weaknesses would be to Secretary of State for India in the early years later. The veieran French socialis 

suppress rhese . „ 1920s, becomes “Montague" throughout. Leon Blum spoke for millions when he 

readable and, Gandhi’s role in wrecking the draft said: “I never saw Gandhi. I do not 

^ constitution painfully negotiated in 1946 know his language^ I never set foot in h 

rfflSSfiBSE manageable after the arrival of the British Cabinet country and yet I feel the same sorrow 

Sd^^Swe. Theq^tations are Mission is seriously underestimated The as if I have lost someone near and dear 


What grade does the free state deserve? A 
middle second class, says Bhikhu Parekh 
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Hie Idea of India ty Sural Khilnant, 

Hamish Hamilton, £1 7.99 

I ndependent India's 50th anniversary 
offers a good opportunity to assess its 
achievements and failures. Its territor- 
ial integrity remains intact; unlike the 
Soviet Union and Yugoslavia it has defied 
all predictions about its disintegration. 
Democracy has struck roots: its brief sus- 
pension in the Seventies was decisively 
ended ty a determined electorate. Liber- 
alism, too, is deeply inscribed in India’s 
major institutions, and the country remains 
firmly committed to individual rights. 

It has so far elected two Muslim and one 
Sikh presidents, and has elected or 
appointed minority re presentatives to the 
most sensitive positions. After initial panic, 
the country has learnt to live with and even 
cherish its differences. Its cultural ltfe dis- 
plays remarkable vitality and its literary 
achievements have won international 
acclaim. When both the New Yorker and 
Grania devote special issues to English- 
language writing in India, Indians can 
rightly feel proud. 

But India’s failures are as depressing as 
its achievements are impressive. Nearly a 
third of its people five below tbe poverty 
line, and just over a third are ilGterate. 
Although the hideous practice of untouch- 
ability was declared unlawful within two 
years of independence, it persists in subtle 
and crude forms. Some of India’s minori- 
ties feel insecure, and fear the worst if the 
Hindu nationalists come to power - as 
seems increasingly likely. 

Indian politics is heavily criminalised and 
thrives on corruption. The large middle 
class wallows in shallow consumerism and 
lacks a social conscience. India's higher 
education is in a shambles, and its creative 
output in philosophy and the social and nat- 
ural sciences meagre. Its deeply colonised 
consciousness remains parasitic on the 
West. Overall, independent India’s per- 
formance merits a middle second class. 

How are India’s successes and failures 
related, and how can they be explained? 
Sunil Khilnani's elegant and well-argued 
book addresses these and related questions. 
Although at places hurried and inconclu- 
sive, and somewhat over-committed to the 
modernist project, he tackles them with 
erudition and insight. 

In Khilnani’s view, India began well 
under its first prime minister. Jawaharlal 
Nehru was convinced that India needed a 
strong state both to hold tbe country 
together and to give it a ooherent identity. 
He knew that the state had to be democ- 
ratic, secular, culturally plural and com- 
mitted to industrialisation. Accordingly he 
devoted his considerable energies to build- 


ing up state institutions, consolidating the 
Congress Party, successfully selling his 
pluralist vision to the masses, and giving the 
new state popular legitimacy. 

For KhUnani, Indira Gandhi's Jong rule 
represented a change for the worse, though 
not without redeeming features. She split 
Congress, politicised state institutions, 
undermined federalism and revived reli- 
gious and caste identities. Relying on crude 
populist appeals, she undermined the role 
of mediating institutions and equated 
democracy with simple majority rule. Her 
economic strategy was incoherent, weakly 
implemented and heavily mortgaged to the 
cause of her own survival. 

However, Mrs Gandhi’s populism had 
the ironic consequence of deepening 
democracy. Once people were told that 
they were the ultimate and unmediated 
source of power, they used it in every way 
they could to pursue their goals. For 
-Khilnani, Mrs Gandhi's successors - 
including her son Rajiv - lacked even such 
vision as she had, and were largely content 
to stay in power by sectional appeals and 
devolving power to the regions. When the 
Indian economy became virtually bankrupt 
in the early 1990s, they turned to liberali- 
sation as a panacea without much thought 
as to how it affected the poor and sucked 
the country into the global economy. 

For Khilnani, unrestrained liberalisation, 
the rise of Hindu nationalism, pressures for 
a one-dimensional national identity and the 
failure to appreciate tbe centrality of the 
state constitute the major clangers facing 
tbe country today. He rightly suggests 
that the answer lies in a pluralist vision of 
India committed both to respect for its 
deep diversity and to coherent economic 
development 

Much of what Khiln ani says is persuasive 
and deserves attention. I was disappointed 
that Nehru was not located in the modernist 
tradition, which had begun to develop 
from the early decades of the 19th-century 
onwards. As a result, he appears to come 
from nowhere and seems more original 
than he really was. 

Although Khilnani is right to stress the 
importance of the state and democracy, he 
uncritically accepts the Western under- 
standing of them and misses the complex 
ways in which Indians have given them dis- 
tinctly Indian forms. As for Hindu nation- 
alism, its belated entry on the scene needs 
an historical context For nearly 25 years, 
Nehru's secularism was a regnant doctrine. 
Neglected and despised visions of Indian 
identity predictably struck back at the first 
available opportunity, with a militancy that 
augurs fli for the country. If they are’to be 
tamed, the Nehruvian vision needs to be 
broadened and deepened. 
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mostly well chosen, sometimes 
, unfamiliar and rarely too long Chadha 
employs a commendable variety of views 
and interpretations, and seems genuinely 
to be striving to" uncover the truth. The 
turning-points of Gandhi’s career are 
convincingly explained. His principles, or 
possibly his eccentricities, are fairly 
scrutinised - including his renunciation 
of sexual relations with his wife. 

On this issue, Chadha quotes 
Gandhi's assertion that sexual 
intercourse was sinful save for 
procreation, and that abstinence had a 
higher purpose: “Without conquering 
lust, man cannot hope to rule over self, 
without rule over self there can be no 
swamj (self-rule)". But he also reminds 
us of the more plausible theory that 
Gandhfs “attitude towards sex had 
emanated from the profound sense of 
guilt” he experienced as a result of 
making love with his wife rather than 
being with his father when he died. 

There are failings in the book. The 
understanding of some of the imperial 
and British background is incomplete. 
The bibliography is brief, dated and 
omits some crucial worits. The end-notes 
are unconventionally presented and hard 
to follow. Edwin Montagu, the reforming 
Secretaiy of State for India in the early 
1920s, becomes “Montague" throughout 
Gandhi’s role in wrecking the draft 
constitution painfully negotiated in 1946 
after the arrival of the British Cabinet 
Mission is seriously underestimated. The 


chapter on the plot to kill Gandhi is 
enticingly entitled “A Permissive 
Assassination" but signally fails to deliver 
new information. 

Despite these, and other, reservations, 
Chadha's biography charts with some 
skill its subject's transformation from 
awkward, youthful mediocrity to 
political superstar. In many ways, 

Gandhi was good news for the Raj, 
despite his potential for mobilising the 
masses and his sheer cussedness. 

Gandhi preached non-violent 9 

resistance, and not bloody revolution. 

He had a taste for parleying with 
viceroys rather than throwing bombs at 
them, and remained on good terms 
with almost all his chief British 
opponents - although the same could 
not be said about his relations with 
either the Muslim leader Jinnah or the 
pro-Japanese Subhas Bose. 

Perhaps this is why his abrupt and 
shocking death moved so many to grief 
Jan Smuts, for whom he astutely made a 
pair of sandals while imprisoned in 
South Africa for his civil rights campaign 
before the First World War, wrote “A 
prince among men has passed away". 
Mountharten could be moved to tears at 
the recollection of his assassi n ation, 25 
years later. The veieran French socialist 
Leon Blum spoke for millions when he 
said: “I never saw Gandhi. I do not 
know his language. I never set foot in his 
country and yet I feel the same sorrow 
as if I have lost someone near and dear.” 
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books 


Paperbacks 



By Christopher Hirst 
& Emma Hagestadt 


The Orchard on Fire by Shena 
Mackay (Minerva, £5.99) Mackay 
evokes the smell of discarded 
Woodbines and old-fashioned lipstick 
with an elegiac sensuality usually 
reserved for nightingales and autumn 
mists. But this is no run of the mill 
celebration of Fifties tat. Her portrait 
of a Kent village, and the growing 
friendship of two eight-year-old girls 
as they discover secret orchards. 
Lover's Lanes and dirty old men is 
laced with beady humour. 

Alan Bennett: in a manner of 
speaking by Daphne Turner (Faber, 
£9.99) You can see why Bennett 
wasn't keen on being the subject of a 
full-scale lit crit study. “We hear a 
great deal about lavatories in the 
plays," comments Turner, before 
embarking on a po-faced analysis of 
the comic masterpiece. Forty Kerrr 
On. Her perceptions are keen-eyed 
and intelligent - “his plays are 
constantly interested in people who 
arc trapped and caged" - but the 
ironic humour which is central to 
Bennett's oeuvre evaporates when 
placed under the critical microscope. 

Bridget Jones’s Diary by Helen 
Fielding (Picador, £5.99) Fbns of 
Bridget Jones’s weekly diary in The 
independent will be glad to find that 
one of the happier years in her life is 
now heading the paperback bestseller 
chart in novel form. Not that 
Bridget's metamorphosis from Home 
Alone singleton into the kind of 
woman men like to take on weekend 
mini-breaks happens overnight 
Before she drives into the sunset with 
a nerd in a diamond-patterned 
sweater she has to get over her crush 
on Daniel Cleaver, the rogue male in 
the publishing house where she 
works. And lose half a stone before 
Christmas. And give up smoking. 

Honey From a Weed by Patience 
Gray (Prospect, £12.99) Part memoir, 
part cook-book, this quirky classic is 
the fruit of a 30-year stint 
accompanying a sculptor around 
Italian and Greek marble quarries. 
No book plumbs deeper into the 
Mediterranean culinary tradition. 
Gray is wonderfully evocative about 
ingredients and techniques - though 
it is doubtful how many readers will 
try Gummarieddi (young lamb's pluck 
cooked on the spit). In the section on 
lentils, the author finds room for a 
disquisition on farting in EngLit. 

Jim Thompson: Omnibus 2 (Picador, 
£8.99) It would be hard to imagine a 
more pathetic bunch of low-lifes than 
the inhabitants of Jim Thompson's 
Fifties paperbacks. His door-to-door 
salesmen, hotel bell-boys and punch- 
drunk boxers are looking for any 
action they can gel, but don't know 
what to do when the great-looking 
“babe" finally arrives. While the first 
Onutibus contained Thompson's best- 
known novels, this volume makes 
available five more, including Swage 
Night and A Hell of a Woman. Noir at 
its darkest ... and daftest. 

Gracefand: going home with Elvis by 
Kara! Ann Marling (Harvard, £9.95) 
In this brilliant, if highly personal 
guide to both the man and bis home. 
Marling explains how the Presley 
shrine differs from other places of 
tourist pilgrimage: “The house is full 
of things that we all have or used to 
have, or used to want, or hate." 
Though it is easy to scoff at 
Graceland’s decor (“a violent 
Christmastime-lipstick-cheriy-coke- 
fire-cngine-hellfire red") and the 
Polynesian-themed Jungle Den. 
Marling insists that Elvis was “the last 
great Dixie regionalist”, on a par with 
William Faulkner. 


Audiobooks 



en in black are flavour of the 
. month in spoken word releases, 
t you would be right in thinking 
it Men in Black (Hodder. 3hrs, 

99), the audio novelisation of the 
K-office-breaking special effects 
»vie, would be a waste of time. It is. 
jeh better value, although similar in 
lingering descriptions of zapping 
meets to kingdom come, is The 
ud Guys Wear Black (Random 
mse, 3hrs, £8.99). Written by Steve 

illins about his experiences as a 

mber of SO!9, the Met's Speaal 
eanns Wing, it is read convincingly 
Tim Piggot-Smith. 
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Knickerbocker glory: Shaw at rest and (below) at play 


Man and superbore 


W hen Bernard Shaw died in 1950, 
aged 94, he was the most famous 
writer in the world For as long as 
anyone could remember he had 
been the same white-bearded pan- 
taloon. part sage, part jester, pouring out a cease- 
less torrent of paradoxical punditiy on every sub- 
ject under the sun from music and literature to 
politics and evolution, taking in vegetarianism, 
boxing, phonetics and philanthropy along the way. 
He was Tolstoy with jokes, a modem Dr John- 
son. a universal genius who on his own modest 
reckoning put even Shakespeare in the shade. 

When 1 was a boy he still cast a huge shadow. 
As a teenager. I bought and read all the plays that 
Penguin published - even the Shaw alphabet edi- 
tion ofAndrocies and the Lion - and ploughed 
my way dutifully through the interminable pref- 
aces. If I did not read Everybody's Political 
What's Wl lai and The Intelligent Woman’s Guide 
to Socialism and Capitalism . I certainly felt I ought 
to. I grew up believing Shaw the most brilliant 
figure of the century. I remember thinking that 
Michael Holroyd had landed the greatest bio- 
graphical subject of them all. 

It took him - not surprisingly - 
nearly 20 years to produce his first 
volume. But in that time, Shaw’s 
stock has gone into steep decline. It 
is normal for literary reputations to 
dip after a writer dies: then they rise 
again as a new generation rediscov- 
ers him. In Shaw's case, it did not 
happen. Holroyd’s three volumes, 
published between I9S8 and 1991, 
were justly hailed as a work of extra- 
ordinary condensation and powerful 
interpretation. The only trouble was 
they did not sell. The whole enter- 
prise had come to seem overblown. 

I confess I was one of those who 
stuck at Volume One. 

This single volume is therefore a 
welcome act of repacking. Holroyd's 
name is now printed in larger type 
than Shaw's. Chapter headings have 
been added, which make it more 
accessible. It deserves a new audi- 
ence. But to label it “definitive" is misleading. 
Eight hundred pages may be enough for most 
readers, but how can 800 be more definitive than 
the original 1,300? 

The problem with Shaw is that he wrote too 
much, but no acknowledged masterpiece. Most 
of what he wrote was essentially journalism: even 
his plays are journalism by other means. Tolstoy 
wrote as much nonsense, but be also wrote Anna 
Karenina and War and Peace. George Orwell’s 
early novels are as didactic as Shaw’s worst plays. 
But he, too, left two masterpieces. Animal Farm 
and Nineteen Eighty- Four, which is one reason we 
still read his journalism. (The other is the plairi 
directness of his style, the antithesis of Shaw's 
exhausting bombast) 

Shaw's survival depends on a handful of his 


Is the 'universal genius’ 
worth reviving? Not 
bloody likely, argues 
John Campbell 

Bernard Shaw: the one-volume definitive edftion 
by Michael Holroyd, Chatto & Windus, £25 


plays. Many more, like Fanny’s First Play or The 
Simpleton of die Unexpected Isles, have sunk with- 
out trace. But Pyg/nalion is doing the rounds 
again: there is a stany Heartbreak House on the 
way. Mrs Warren 's Profession crops up quite reg- 
ularly, Saint Joan is an enduring warhorse. 

Yet these are period pieces, museum exhibits 
only, as the National Theatre's recent production 
of The De\H's Disciple cruelly proved. The fact is 
that you cannot do anything with a Shaw play 
except stage it There is nothing between the lines, 
os there is in Ibsen or Chekhov. Heartbreak House, 



supposedly “in the Russian manner", could not 
be further from Chekhov’s aching comedies of 
unspoken longing. You could not translate Shaw 
to modem South Africa, as Janet Suzman has just 
triumphantly done with The Cherry Orchard. 
Checkhov’s and Ibsen's characters can be acted 
in a hundred different ways: Shaw’s are merely 
puppets. 

Even Oscar Wilde’s superficially trivial plays 
offer greater depths. Wilde and Shaw were con- 
temporaries: both put much of their art into their 
lives. But, dying young and persecuted, Wilde 
wrote himself the better script to ensure his 
posthumous rehabilitation. He also took the pre- 
caution of leaving at least one perfect masterpiece 
plus a variety of other works (The Picture of 
Dorian Grey, his children's stories and his prison 


writings) which seem certain to outlast anything 
of Shaw’s. Both as a man and as a writer Oscar 
lives; GBS does not. 

But GBS never really lived. He was a pan- 
tomime character whom Shaw fantasticated over 
70 years to hide ... what? This is the heart of Hol- 
royd's problem. 

During bis lifetime, Shaw repelled biographers 
by writing their books for them. He gave inter- 
views to himself in the newspapers. He referred 
to himself habitually in the third person. Holroyd 
knows that he must penetrate this alibi. 

His solution is to split Shaw into three people. 
“Sonny" is the insecure small boy in Dublin, 
uncertain of his parentage. He lacks bis mother's 
love and grows up to seek a substitute in the 
world's applause and the chaste worship of a suc- 
cession of strong women, mainly the actresses for 
whom he wrote his female roles. "Shaw" is the 
shadowy adult man behind the mask, and “GBS" 
the celebrated pantaloon. 

This is clever but contrived. It leads Holroyd 
into complex constructions involving all three per- 
sonae in a single sentence. He suggests that “the 
fastidious Shaw" was sometimes disgusted by “the 
gyrations GBS went through to 
gain public attention*'. He quotes 
Shaw lamenting that “people 
think l am always joking". But 
the mask was too firmly fixed: the 
clown's plea to he taken seriously 
was just part of the performance. 

Holroyd tracks Shaw's - or is 
it Sonny’s? - relations with 
women indefatigablv. But GBS 
conducted his affairs behind such 
a smokescreen of ingenious ver- 
bosity, in desperation to keep 
sexuality at bay, that the reader 
loses patience. Better the healthy 
fornication of H G Wells. 

As for Shaw’s 45 -year marriage 
to Charlotte Payne Tbwnshend. he 
can shed little light on the inward- 
ness of the partnership. It was a 
manage blanc, though that did not 
stop Charlotte being jealous of his 
actresses; she was his nursemaid 
and mother-substitute, who seems to have spent 
most of her time tiying to stop him working. In her 
sixties, she found an unlikely confident in T E 
Lawrence, to whom she bared her soul, we are told, 
more than ever to her husband. Bui the daily rou- 
tine of their domestic life still comes across - as 
GBS stage-managed it - as a Shavian farce. 

The portrait only becomes human at the end, 
when fhe two old Shaws and the two old Webbs 
are increasingly drawn together as a quartet of 
dried up ancients, each longing to die before their 
partner. Shaw died last. On the page, as in life, 
death is a long time coming, and 
genuinely pathetic when it does. Yet Holroyd 
still gives GBS the last word: “Well, did I give a 
good performance?" He did; but it was only a 
performance. 
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becoming available- turned poet with a dark 

Anthony 1 Hechusa firs . half of Flight among the Tombs 
sense of humour. TbefirethaJt orrw hi< ^ Dcath 

(Oxford- £10.991 “’“®^Sone them a Mexican 
speaks as a sane? of <*“ As the Mexican. Death 

Havc becn 

rich gringo ““^•h -co-mends 

contains 14 poems, mostly elegiac in - 

underpowered. This is a disappointing 
poeubut it is redeemed by one kWg 
whore”. From its opening lines - : . 

twists up against a sky/ Of German storm 
dusk/ From a small chimney among leafless trees we 
sense that the poet's imagination is fully engme&Tto ; 
poem has the movement and the measure of some 
Hecht’s finest achievements, and will be read long after 

2D ?^wS!Sns was one of the poets whose work provoked 
the renewal of interest in American writing. 0*. 

new poems in The Vigil (Bloodaxe, £7.95) are wnttcnino^ 
form, consisting of very long, almost prosy' lines which allow 
Williams to build detail and qualify his judgements ake a 
novelist - almost like a slightly more rapid Henry James.. _ . 

“Old Man" begins 
* Special ■ Big Tns. 
says the 

advertisement for a 
soft-core magazine 
on our 

neighbourhood news- 
stand, / but forget her 
breasts - a lush, 
fresh-lipid blonde, 
skin glowing gold, 
sprawls there, 
resplendent/ Sixty 
nearly, yet these 
hardly tangible, 
hardly better than 
harlots can still stir 
me.” The poet moves 
from this 
commonplace 
experience to 
consider what his 
youth did to his 
erotic self, an incident in Israel, a photograph “in a book 
on pre-war Poland" death and his wife’s beauty before 
returning to the photograph. It sounds ragged, but a 
tremendously clear logic leads to the ending: 

“Vamp, siren, seductress, how much more she reveals in 
her glare of ink than she knows:/ how she incarnates our 
desperate human need for regard, our passion to live in 
beauty J to be beauty, to be cherished, by glances if by no 
more, of something like love, or love.” Although there are 
some duff pieces here, and although the danger of relying 
on one form is that it is harder to remember individual 
poems dearly, this is a rich, ambitious, rewarding book. 

Carcanet is now at the forefront in publishing American 
poets, and the new selections it offers of James Tate 
(Selected Poems, £9.95). and Harvey Shapiro (Selected 
Poems. £8.95) join a remarkable list Both Tate and Shapiro 
remember an earlier poet, Theodore Roethke (1908-63). 
Tate's “Conjuring Roethke” begins “Prickle a lamb,/ giggle a 
yamy bcjit a cluysantheraum/ out of its head/ with a red 
feather." This is a rather clumsy imitation of the side of 
Roethke's work which drew on nursery rhymes. Shapiro’s 
“J949" begins with “Memories of Ted Roethke at Yaddo”, 
where, “I came to wake him after my lunch,/ and he would 
rise, vomi xj mix a pitcher of martinis and we/ headed for 
the tennis courts." Remembering an early poem’s 
rejection, “Roethke's eyes filled with team - / his poem 
already anthology famous but the wound/ open still. The 
Garden Master but/ tendril-tender all his short life.” 
Although also echoing Roethke, Shapiro does so with an 
economy and accuracy which put Thte’s poem to shame. 

This difference is everywhere apparent. James Tkte is a 
much-praised, prize-winning joky surrealist Less deft than 
John Ashbery, he writes poems whose lack of evident 
content is in the end extremely tedious. This book shows 
us what an institutionalised avant-garde can come to. 

Harvey Shapiro, on the other hand, begins in a slightly too 
htcraiy way but, over the years, comes to a lucidity and 
candour I found entirely gripping. A typical example is 
Questions”; 

The idiot sound of someone s stereo 
in the apartment below. The bass thudding 
like something caught in a trap. 

People live in that racket the way I live 
with iw questions, the things l don 't know. 

For example, an image of the successful life, 

or what is the good, or how can / get 

from here to where I want to be, and where is that. 

It is in the hope of hearing such a voice that we read 
American - or any - poetry at all. 



G ore Vidal almost bought me once, 
in a manner of speaking. A few 
years back, amid one of the New 
Statesman's periodic cash-flow 
emergencies, a rumour swept the staff 
that the Prince of Put-downs had gazed 
out from his eyrie on the Amalfi coast, 
spotted the magazine's distress and 
decided to put his hand down into his 
pocket to bail it out. 

Things turned out otherwise, but the 
stoiy sounded credible. Age (72 this 
year) has not withered Vidal’s huge 
appetite for making mischief in both 
literature and politics. In a coda to his 
latest batch of essays and reviews. Virgin 
Islands (Andre Deutsch. £17.99), he 
recounts a night spent with the British 
party machines during this spring's 
election campaign. As the evening wears 
on. he spots that “the mood of the 
Labourites was paranoid, particularly _ 
the handsome blonde girts in black suits 
with curled lips and flashing eyes . How 
come I missed them? Meanwhile, the 
man reputed to be “Blair’s Rasputin" 



exudes “the insolent manner of one 
bom to the top rung but three". Yes, 
Gore’s back in town: letter than left, but 
posher than posh as well. Call him a 
Bollinger Bolshevik, and he would 
probably send the insult back unless it 
specified a vintage. 

In a summer that has stripped 
American letters of two great Romantic 
rebels - Allen Ginsberg and now 
William S Burroughs - it’s heartening 
to see a purely Classical troublemaker 
in good, if not quite top, form. (Vidal 
called his wonderful collected essays 
United Stales : so l irgfn Islands counts as 
a sort of minor dependency.) In fact. 



Boyd Tonkin 


the gifted US generation that found its 
voice in the first postwar decade has 
thrived for half a century on novelty 
and notoriety. Among the other 
survivors, Norman Mailer and Saul 
Bellow both have new work out within 
the next few weeks, while the slightly 
younger John Updike has just invited 
Net-heads to collaborate on a 
whoduniL Always cattily conscious of 
his peers’ merits and defects, Vidal 


upends a vat of spite over Updike's 
sleek head halfway through this book. 

J" a venomous attack reprinted from 
the TLS. he spits that “there is no 
recerved opinion that our good rabbit 
docs not hold with passion”. 

The causus belli here is no mere 
hteraiy rivalry, but Updike’s culpable 
refusal to oppose the Vietnam War. 

Updike is for the president, any 
president, right or wrong". Unpatriotic 
Gore, in contrast, takes his seditious 
side as seriously (and as playfully) as 
ever. It keeps his prose aloft and mind 
alert even when the name-droppine, 
back-biting Hot Gossip act begins to 
bore him as well as us. 

One moment, he will tell us for the 
umpteenth time that he once ran 20 non 

votes ahead of his old chum Jack ’ J 
Kennedy on the Democratic ticket in a 
Congressional election in upstate New 
York; the next, he employs the Freedom 
of Information Act to detail the exact 
amount spent by the US military to 
maintain its 31.351 personnel as a 


friendly occupation force in the “not-so- 
virginaJ" British Isles. As always, the 
change of masks is weirdly effective - as 
if Peter Ustinov sporadically mutated 
into Noam Chomsky (or vice versa). 

On this evidence, Vidal will cany on 
on bitching and teasing well past the 
looming mille nnium . (In a neat aside 
about European integration during the 
last one, he points out that “if 
Charlemagne was the Jean Moonet of 
the 800s, Otto HI was the Jacques 
Delors of the 900s") 

His long-time British publis her , alas, 
has already pegged out in all but name- 
In the sort of transatlantic coup that 
Vidal often mocks, the great name of 
Andre Deutsch - which now has no 
connection with its founder - beloags to 
a US video conglomerate, VCI. The 
firm plans to publish almost nothing -• 
except downmarket sport and showbiz 
uues. So Pugin Islands may well prove. 
to last good book everto sil ' 
under Deutsch’s flag. As Gore really v ; 
ought to say before too long; QEp. . ' 
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As the British mainland’s most 
westerly arm, Ardnamurchan is 
off the tourist map. But for 
those who make the journey, 
writes Steve Crawshaw, the 
peninsula’s natural beauty is 
matched only by its tranquillity 
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/ /m Jk # elcome to 
■ ■ 1 i\ g Britain. Now 

1# 1# sod off” If, by 
w V some chance, 
you recognise that phrase, it is 
not because the British Tburist 
Authority has come up with a 
catchy new Liam Gailagher- 
style slogan to’ promote the 
UK. It is because I wrote it 
three years ago, when testing 
the welcome we offer to 
•visitors. The location I chose 
was Gatwick airport, and the 
perception of most new 
arrivals endeavouring to travel 
to central London was 
summed up by a couple or 
Americans who said “ We re 

used to this crap - we re from 

New York.” _ . 

Britain’s hole in its tourism 
account deepened this week, 
with the latest figures revealing 
a four per cent drop in both 
the number of visitors and the 
amount they spend. We spend 
far more on holidays abroad 
than we receive from overseas 
visitors to the UK - a deficit of 

about £10m a day. The last 

government chose an unusual 
way to try to promote tourism 


I t seemed that Scottish holidays and I were 
not destined to be a happy match. Six 
years ago, what promised to be a blissful 
fortnight on the island of Arran was inter- 
rupted on the second day by the radio 
headlines, which woke us with annoyingly 
dramatic news. “The Soviet leader, Mikhail 
Gorbachev, has been overthrown in a coup,” 
I heard through my half-sleep. I was responsi- 
ble for The Independent's coverage of Russia 
at the time. I told myself for as long as I could 
that it was probably just a dream. Eventually, 
however. I was forced to confront reality. By 
the time I stumbled downstairs, a message was 
lying on the kitchen table. Tlease phone 
office urgently.” Arran, it was nice to know you. 

This time, the planned Scottish holiday 
began with almost equally daunting omens. I 
fractured my skull just 10 days before the hol- 
iday began. When we embarked on the jour- 
ney. I was still suffering from a constant head- 
ache like a bad hangover. I did not, to be blunt, 
expect it to be much of a holiday. But then, I 
had reckoned without Ardnamurchan. 

If you have not heard of Ardnamurchan, join 
the large club. Hie peninsula does not enjoy (or 
suffer from) the high profile of many of the Scot- 
tish islands and large chunks of the Scottish 
mainland. Some of its distinguishing points are 
mere curiosities. It is the westernmost point of 
the British mainland- 20 miles further west than 
Land’s End. It is geologically renowned: one vil- 
lage is sited on a solidified mass of liquid lava, 
inside the giant “ring-dyke” amphitheatre of an 
extinct volcano. There is an abundance of pre- 
historic standing stones and the like. 

Above all, though, it is the spirit of Ardna- 
murchan that keeps the devotees enthusiastic. 
The poet Alasdair Maclean (no relation to Mr 
Guru of Navarone ) brought a small dose of not- 
quhe-fame with his Night Falls On Ardnamur- 
chan. “I have always looked on the ferry that 
crosses the Narrows of the Lrnnhe Loch at Cor- 
ran [from the mainland to the Ardnamurchan 
peninsula] as a kind of mobile decompression 
chamber,” be wrote, “where various kinds of 
pollution wens drained from the blood and I was 
fitted to breathe pure air again.” 

Even die first-time visitor is touched by some- 
thing of this. After crossing from the mainland, 
south of Fort William, the single-track road 
winds its way through the woods that line the 
shore of Lodi Sunart, with views alternately cosy 
and grand. Moorland and woodland, mountain 


Peninsula Paths 


Getting there 

| Rom most parts of Britain, the easiest 
! place to start is Glasgow (accessible from 
j London on a £25 special by Virgin Trains, 
i 0345 991995). From Glasgow Queen Street, 

; ScotRall runs four trains a day on the West 
j Highland Line via Fort William to Lochailort, 

| the closest station to Ardnamurchmt Pont, 

! for £34.90 return. Cafl 0345 484950 for 
j times. The closest place to rent a car is Fori 
I William, where Budget (01397 702500) has 
I an office. 

■ Where to stay 

Feorag House In Glenborrowdale {01972 
| 500248) is a small hotel wtth its own lithe 
: seal-inhabited bay. Dinner, bed and 
! breakfast costs £59 In the high season or 
• £49 In the tow season. For bed and 
i breakfast only the price is £39 per night In 
! the high season and £29 in the low. 
j Kilcamb Lodge Hotel (01967 402257) in 

and seashore, and an astonishing variety of flow- 
ers, animals and birds. And almost no people. 

Outsiders have sometimes played a dispro- 
portionately important (and rarely benevolent) 
role, in the peninsula's fete. Alan Dark, he of 
the coven and irreverent Diaries , boasts that his . 
family once owned the entire peninsula - 
among many other properties, you under- 
stand: “A pheasant shoot in Suffolk, a bouse in 
Berkeley Square, a villa at Cap d’Ail on the Riv- 
iera, and the whole of the Ardnamurchan penin- 
sula, some 330,000 acres in Argyll.” Even 
today, the legacy of the big old landowners is 
much resented. The 19th-century clearances - 
when crofters were evicted from their homes 
with a determination that would have impressed 
Radovan Karadzic - affected Ardnamurchan as 
badly as anywhere in the Highlands. 

And yet, despite the bitter history and the 
abandoned hamlets hauniingfy scattered across 
the peninsula, today the visitor feels only a 
relaxed tranquillity. Tobermory, on Mull, is just 
half an hour by ferry across from KUchoan. By 
ordinary standards, it is an idyllic, quiet little 
fishing port. By comparison with Ardnamur- 
chan, Tobermory seems infested with crowds. 

You can walk for miles at a time, even in mid- 


Stroniian, just before you reach the - 
Ardnamurchan, costs between £69.50 and - 
£85 per person per night, taduding a four- 
course evening meal. For self-catering . 
accommodation. Steading Holidays (01972 j 
510282) has properties throughout thfr 
peninsula and Ardnamurchan Estate (01972 
510208) has a number of properties tor- 
rent ' I 

A full list of accommodation and an j 

information leaflet is available from the ) 
KUchoan Tourist information Centre (open I 

Easter to October 01972 510222) or the j 
- information centre in Fort William (open ell J 
year, 01397 703781). j 

i 

Reading ' I 

Exploring Sunart, Ardnamurchan, Mofdart 
and Morar (Harlequin Press)', Abattoir J 

Maclean, Night Fails on Ardnamurchan i 

(Penguin): John Prebble, The Highland 
Clearances (Penguin). 

summer, and hardly meet a soul. Ten-year-old 
Ania and her friend Dunya fell in love with 
beaches tike the white shell-sands at Sarnia, 
where they could swim, build sandcastles, and 
explore the rockpools at the foot of heather- 
covered hills while we watched the orange- 
beaked oyster-catchers beating their way to and 
fro with their liquid burbling cries. If you’re 
lucky, you might see otters, which are common 
(the peninsula is just down the coast from 
where Gavin Maxwell lived when he wrote Ring 
of Bright Water). Or, like us, you can get dis- 
tracted by a fearless mink, or stumble across a 
fearful wildcat- On the quiet waters of Loch 
Sunart, where we went mackerel fishing, we 


Despite Aidnamurchan's bitter 
history, today the peninsula is a tranquil 
haven for the few people who visit 
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watched seals play and tease each other splash- 
ing on and off rocks a few feet from the boat 

The walks here are no less dramatic for being 
undemanding. You can stroll along the old 
crofters’ path from Ockle or Kentra Bay to the 
“singing sands” - squeaky underfoot, hence the 
name - of Gortenfearu. On the way, we 
stopped for picnics beside mountain streams, 
hidden in the bracken and heather, with spec- 
tacular views across to Skye. 

Obtaining reliable information for local 
walks can be difficult. A brochure (Exploring 
Ardnamurchan) claims to give all necessary 
information. In reality, you will have to hope 
for extra guidance from locals or from the Ord- 
nance Survey. Sometimes the maps help: some- 
times they don’t. Thus, there is a more or less 
easy path up Ben Hiant, the Holy Mountain. 
The path, beginning on the mountain’s eastern 
side, is well known - but not marked on the 
maps. From the summit, there are command- 
ing views east along Loch Sunart, south down 
the Sound of Mull, and north and west past the 
Egyptian-style lighthouse at Ardnamurchan 
Point to the distant outline of the Cuillins on 
Skye. The red deer all around are disturbed by 
nothing and nobody except that familiar feature 
of all Britain’s wildest places - the occasional, 
deafening roar of a low-flying RAF plane. 

Ardnamurchan isn’t the place for those who 
want to conquer impressive-sounding peaks. It 
has not a single Munro-nor, by the same token, 
any crowds of Muoro-baggers. Its only selling 
point is its sheer natural beauty. If you go there 
with skull intact, it might even be better than it 
seemed to the visitor with a cracked head. 





in Britain: cutting funding for 
the BTA, which seeks to 
entice visitors to the UK 

Under the new 
government, an equally 
perverse course has been 
chosen: closing down the 
tourist information centre at 
Gatwick airport From the 
end of September, Britain’s 
second busiest gateway will 

become even! ess welcoming 
to overseas visitors. 

The closure of the bureau 
speaks volumes about the 
muddle surrounding tourism 
promotion in Britain. Tom 
Clarke, the minister 
responsible for tourism, did 
not take the decision to shut 
the office himself. Neither 
did the BTA. “It wasn’t our 
decision,” says the English 
Tburist Board. Gatwick 

airport itself was not 
responsible; indeed, the 
airport provides the site free. 
Finally, I tracked down the 
man who pulled the plug: 

Fred Cubbage, leader of a 
shadowy group in Tunbridge 
Wells called the South East 
England Tourism Board 



Simon Calder 


Finding the 
number of 
the Dept of 
Culture, 
Media and 
Sport 

included the 
comment: 
‘Oh, culture. I 
thought you 
said torture' 


Mr Cubbage turns out to be 
a reasonable man. He says his 
decision was taken “with the 
utmost regret”, but says his 
organisation could not afford 
to meet the £l,000-a-week cost 
of the. service. And, with fewer 
than one in 10 inquiries at 
Gatwick about the patch he 
covers, why should be blow his 
budget on the bureau? 

The job of the SEETB - 
slogan, “England’s warmest 
welcome” - is to promote 
Kent, Surrey and Sussex: to 
extol the virtues of East 
Grinstead and West Hoathly 
rather than to help people who 
want to find a train to Torquay 
or a B&B in Bridlington. 

Now the four staff at the 
airport are to lose their jobs, 
and new arrivals are to lose 
the chance of help and 
guidance. The task of running 
it, says Mr Cubbage, became 
“more onerous because of the 
reduction of central funding”. 
So having followed the trail all 
the way down to a side street 
in Tunbridge Wells, it now 
seems to be leading back to 
Whitehall and the desk of Mr 


Clarke, the tourism minister. 

A spokeswoman for his 
office says: “Choices have to 
be made about the allocation 
of resources, and this bureau 
does not represent an efficient 
use of resources, so 
unfortunately it has to close.” 
Countries such as France, 
Holland and Spain, which offer 
excellent tourist information 
bureaux for arriving 
passengers, must be delighted. 

Should you fed strongly 
enough to complain to the 
minister about the closure, 
don’t call directory inquiries. 
The Department of Culture, 
Media and Sport, which covers 
tourism, is unknown to British 
Telecom. My quest to find the 
number included the priceless 
comment “Oh, culture. I 
thought you said torture.” 
After supervisors and 
managers joined the operator 
in trying vainly to find the 
number of the government 
ministry, BT gave up. By 
other, more devious means, I 
discovered the ex-directory 
number to dial: 0171-211 6000. 








- » * » - - 
- • .. . , 


Escape Jof 9 (a te ffejic/ac) 

Fly off on a lale summer holiday from only £381. Our all-inclusive price covers 
flights, meols, sports and entertainment at selected Club Med resorts in Corfu. 
Portugal, Sicily, Sardinia, Ibiza, Turkey, mainland Italy and Spain. 


RESERVATIONS: 0171-581 1161 BROCHURE REQUEST: 0145$ 852 202 
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Scotland’s rock of ages 


M 


agnificentty sited on a steep 
volcanic crag in the heart of 
Scotland's capital Edinburgh 
_ _ _ Castle both dominates the 
city skyline and represents millennia of 
history and myth. There was a Bronze 
Age settlement on Castle Rock 3,000 
years ago, the Angles seized “Din Eden" 
as they swept north from Northumbria 
in 638 AD and by the late 1 1th century 
Scottish kings had built a massively 
defended palace on the diffs. Since then 
the castle has been so frequently bom- 
barded, remodelled and extended that 
the little Romanesque chapel of St Mar- 
garet is the oldest structure to survive 
intact. F ragm ents of medieval towers 
now Ue entombed within the batteries 
and barracks, palatial halls and prison 
vaults, hospitals and magazines that 
reflect the castle's ever-changing role. 

Though still a working garrison, the 
castle is now Scotland's most popular 
tourist attraction, with more than a mil- 
lion visitors each year. In summer 
there are often lengthy queues, 

ticuiarly to see the Stone of Des .j, 

which, since its return from Westmin- 
ster this year, is now displayed alon 
side the sceptre, crown and sword __ 
Scotland's sovereigns. Mo ns Meg, a 
huge medieval siege-gun, is another 
popular attraction - and further 
weaponry is on display in the Great 
Hail The castle also houses a 
shrine to Scotland's war-dead 
and a military museum, but 
for many visitors the . 
appeal lies less in 
such specifics as in 
the general atmos- 
phere and setting. 

The views, across the 
city roof-scape and 
stretching from the 
Pentlands to the 
Highland Line, are 
breathtaking, while 
the towers, battle- 
ments and ancient 
buildings should sat- 
isfy the most roman- 
tic of imaginations. 

During the Edin- 
burgh Festival (which 
begins today) the cas- 
tle" forms a wonder- 
fully dramatic back- 
drop to the Military 
Tattoo, which takes 
place on the 
Esplanade. Every 


Days out: history, mystery and a dash 
of the macabre make Edinburgh Castle 
a family must. By Hamish Scott 


day, however, there is a somewhat 
smaller-scale ceremony on the battle- 
ments when a field-gun is fired at one 
o’clock before an audience of tourists 
with hands clasped to their ears. Audi- 
ble across the city and far away in Fife, 
the gunshot is more than merely a' 
time-signal. It is the slow, symbolic 
heart-beat of the citadel. 

The visitors 

Helen Stewart took her children Maty 
(12) and Robin (10). 

Helen; The views are quite fantastic. 
You get a perspective of the city that 
you just don't find from anywhere else. 
It’s certainly a place that I'd bring any 
visitor to Edinburgh, just to get a feel 


is a good idea, because the children can 
listen to it while they're waiting in the 
queues and you can pick your own route 
round without following the crowds. All 
the same, I wouldn’t want to come here 
in the rain, and it's not a place to bring 
a toddler. 

To be honest I'm not sure why quite 
so many people come here when there 
are more exciting Scottish castles; it’s 
all so huge and spread-out that it’s hard 
to relate one bit to another. I think the 
best plan would be to start the day at 
Holyrood, walk up the Royal Mile 
with all its monuments and historic 
buildings and end up with the castle as 
the high-point of your tour. 


Mary- The best bit was when everybody 
jumped when the one o'clock gun was 
fired. The crown jewels were quite 
good and I'm glad the Stone of Destiny 
was back, but I did feel a bit processed 
in the queue. They did Mons Meg very 
well, with a film all about its history you 
could watch before you went in to see 
it, and the tape’s much better than going 
“Quick March” round with a guide, 
because you can switch it off when it 
gets boring. All the same I did find the 
history quite txmfusing, because the cas- 
tle's been built on and built on, so you 
only get the really early stuff by going 
down into the vaults. . 

The T-shirts are good. I could have 
spent an hour in the gift shop, bull didn’t 
think much of the cafeteria. You’d be 
better off bringing your' own lunch. 

Robin: I liked the prison the best 
because it was all wet and dark and 







•Vjc". 


dingy. Fd like to take quite a Jot of the 
Sds in the big hall 1 back home sol 
could whirl them round my head and no 
one could come in ray room. Mons Meg 
was huge - 1 could have got down the 
barrektn fact you ^uJdprobably fh 
your whole family in there 
to. Really, most of h^good- but there 
aren’t all that many ^efetsanddd 
was raining it would t* 
awful Tm not sure d The Stone 
tiny is the real one. There was a stoo 
in Macbeth about it being sapped- .Or 
maybe that was in Hamah Afaeha&l 
am quite interested in Scottish hurop« 
but we don’t do much of it at schooL 


DU Sep*, uauj, -’J-' 

6pm; 1 Oct-31 March, 930amopm. 
Admission: adults £5^0. children £Lw. 
Facilities; the cafeteria sells hot 
dishes, salads and sandwiches. 
Main dishes, such as haggis and 
neeps or a vegetarian special 
cost about £5- Tbilet facilities 
are quite limited, with none 
available on upper levels of 
the castle. 

Access: cobbles and steep 
walkways can cause difficul- 
ties for disabled visitors, but 
a courtesy vehicle is avail- 
able and carers are 
admitted free of 
charge. 
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Tatooed with splendour: 
Scotland's most popular tourist 
attraction is also a working garrison 


Are we nearly there 

Where children can 
be king of the castle 

ssrfns 

Stirling from the Edinburgh Castle it sits 
skyline for mdcs. Lik This castle, 

above the and 

however, outdoes^nwuig 1 ^ ^ because 

5£SSS5?C2S-i«j« 

d 

S^with last admission at 5.15pm) 

£4for adults, £2-50 for senior cm^c" 5 * £1^0 for 
children over five, under fives free. 

Leeds Castle near Maidstone in Kent (01622 
765400) dates back to the 8th 
castle stands on a moated island and the 500 
Ss of surrounding grounds *ocludcarrs^ 
aviaries, vineyards, plant shops and restaurams. 
SKn mai lie to explore the 
protto with its tunnels, caves and cascading 
waterfalls. Family tickets are £2 j for up to two 
adults and three children or, to Fjvaaaraiefy. 
entrance costs £S30 for adidts, £550 for 
children and is free for the under %,flv 

castle is currently open from 10am to 5pm daOy. 

Warwick Castle (01926 495 421) offers viators a 
glimpse into castle life through 
Krical wav figures set in a number of Afferent 
scenes. The prison towers, the ramparts, tne 
dungeons, the armoury and the torture chambers 
are all open to view. Allow at least three hours to 
make sure you see everything. This weekend 
entrance wfli also indude a jousting display m 
the grounds. A family ticket (two adults, two 
children) costs £27. Otherwise entrance pnees 
are £9.95 for adults and £5.95 for four to 16 year 
olds. Opening hours are 10am-6pm, last 
admission at 5-30pm. 

Po wis Castle (01938 554338) near Welshpool is 
a rosy-coloured medieval castle originally built 
by Welsh princes in around 1200. The castle 
houses one of the finest collections of paintings 
and furniture in Wiles and a collection of 
Tinian artwork displayed in the Clive Museum. 
However, the real attraction is the gardens 
which drip down over terraces past an orangery 
and an aviaiy to a woodland wilderness. 
Childrens’ garden and castle quiz sheets are 
available for 25p and entrance costs are £6 for 
adults, £3 for children or £15 for a family. The 
castle is open doily except Mondays (although it 
is open on Bank Holiday Monday) between 
noon and 4pm and the gardens are open on the 
same days between 11am and 5.30pm. 
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Activity Holidays 
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LEARN TO SWIM 

Over 12,000 Successes 

FREEPHONE 

0800 281 372 

For FREE Colour Brochure 


o 


Swim Inns 

HAVE NEVER FAILED TO 
TEACH AN ADULT TO SWIM 
01362 780503 
(NR CHESTER) FOR BROCHURE 


SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. Dual- 
ity holidays with tu» 
backup. W.'onda or lenqar. For 
Broch: (01449)721555 

ACTIVITIES tor singles, tomWes a 
groups. Choice ol ISO things to 
do. Acorn Activities 91432 


WALKING AND CYCL94G holidays. 
Arts and crafts. Acorn ActMUsa 
91432 930003. 

MURDER-MYSTERY WEEKENDS; 
Oct 10-12 Nov 21-23 FB £195. 
Acorn Activities. Tot 01432 
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m necKtw now out* 

0 NEW best ever hrodt un? a 
m hot off die press. Don't • 
m delay - phone now! a 

SttOwL IVcrttambcriaud, m 

9 L«te«. Dries, North Yack Moonu— 

• Fak District, Hates, Norfolk. 9 

• SufbA. Duvet Vfts Canary, • 

Sgubtm Mmrf m 


01756 702200 


Livezpool 

Jnfruxl August -3 eights 
dinner, torf ^hregk&st iBS 



giu= WuuWWi JCeUt 
0151 924 SS1S 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BRITAIN’S BEST Sstf Drive Nor- 
rowboat NoBdays. Widest chotca. 
Beginners very welcome. fly 
01905720(05. 

BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY: SunoyJ 
Hants. Lux boats. (01256) 
703691. 

SLOW DOWN, sward winning 
Tourist Bawd graded canal boats. 
Haan of England 6 Wales. Sum- 
mer «peeW*. Tat (0121 1 4452909 


Heart Of England 


KMuf. mol indulge. gcutnel/. at the 
■4 tta* deluxe. 

atowwiuzw 
Birmingham 

/or pul £29-50 fipfvt 

including Full English Breakfast, free overnight car 
anjfull use of RefleXions Health and Leisure Club. 
(Rale subject to mono ottaatted.indusaeafWT and anrfbMr 
July end August 1997. Hale based on tuo people sharing) 
Co D 0121 224 5044/6/7 qu oting " Ind e " 


Cotswolds 


XH ST-ALDWYNS. WytBc 
COlenoM vflMgs. TNa Now inn. 
Which? Hotel Oiida' Cowity 
Hotel 1997. Suhimor apecM 3 

wraasawss 

750651. 

tTH AREA LUXURY COTTAGE. 
Uacngwun. Stps B. E 350pw. 
Colour broch-TM 01 781 470383 


East Anglia 


AMAZING VALUE East Anglia cta- 
WMS. ina7cotowrbwctssw.tw 
wrfeoins. toC (017B9) 70S20S. 


Dorset 

AUTUMN BREAKS In amwotfvs 
hAiuoni cooaflas. Toi. 


Isle of Wight 


SUMMER SPECIAL 

3 NIGHTS FROM £109 

3«l bnskfa*! and esmtag meal 
UiyeMfnW hotel gatrt Snn w m , 
miwrpixtt, rta n at juto 

•FREE CAR FERRY* 
Sandringham Hotel 
Seafront, Sandcmn. btoof WrM 

Tel- 01983 406655 

, 7 NIGHTS FROM Q19 



SPEND SOMETIME IN BEAUTIFUL DEVON 

■SUMMER BREAKS-SUMMER BREfiKS-SUMMER BREAKS* 



ARuiwTONsnara 

CRttWOTS HOTEL 

UttDERSTOOOTH 


W.END 

M-WKS 

WICIY 

W/END 

M-WKS 

WKLY , 

W-END 

M-WKS 

DATE 

3 NTS 

d NTS 

7 NTS 

3-NTS 

4 NTS 

7 NTS ■ 

3 NTS 

4 NTS 

JUL 

SI 05 

S136 

sa 40 

58S 

£115 

SI 97 , 

, *77 

£105 

AUG 

5105 

£IM 

*240 

sas 

£1 15 

£197 

£77 

5505 

SETT 

S95 

SIJ6 

£210 

£75 

£105 

£177 , 

, £47 

£95 

OCT 

585 

£104 

£150 

£45 

S9& 

*157 ; 

557 

£85 


7 NTS 
BIBO 
5109 
SIM 
8740 


TTia obovw prices or* pwr person and include Var. In a room with Privtd® 
Facfllflws, TV. Radio, Two making FaoJWfex. Plus Ful En^hh BracMcat « 

A i rington? Causw Ewing Meal Dally. ParVIng lift and Uconoad bar. 


Plus FuB 


Engthti BtwcA 
ndUconemd 


Brarfkfcat and 4 (.5 at 


* 


PARTY WEEKENDS throughout the year:- 

Jh* WlkJorsmouin or GmyvK* hotels, 

and 4 Caasa Evanktg 


Evwry Friday at ofttw 
Inductee 2 ntgtita 
I mat 


Accommodcrtlcn. Ful Enrfbh Bmaktasi. and 4 Caim Evening Moat 
Daily. Entorfe*vTMnt Jar dandns born «v»nlngs. dbo toductes »e«W 
lunaws from Ocl to Z2rd May wadi yom. Surway nighls abo avflabte. 


I CHAMPAGNE WEEKENDS tftroaehouf the yean- 
ts accommodal 
l Moot dailY. with 


Eva^ f Wda y_ of th* 

Evening Moai daOy. with a <3km of CP . _ 
on the Satu day. Entertahwnont Tor .dancing boto Evnings. Also jnduom 3 


I Arlington Hotel, lnclud«s_2 nighls accommodalon. Ful 
and 3 Course Candaflt ' 


•reokfast, 
Sfass of CPnmpagne 


[ cause lutchei from Oct to 22nd May each yeev. Sunday nights also/ 

PLUS 

CHRISTMAS SS ■ SS S 


OCTOB3R 172 


«4 

Mi 


*52. 

540 


HO)S E PfiRTIES -^TONEFOR F ULL DETAILS HOW HI 

MURDERMYSTERy WEEKENDS Prices From £95 to £I0&- Held at the 
Granvate Includes d our Champagne Weekend arrangements with a ! 
hi) Murder-Mystery Plot over the whale weekend. TTte dcdM curently 
available aw the. Slh Dee at S96, 25th Sep 3rd & 24th Ocl.Uth Nov at 
SUM*. 

lEUSM* IDIEISTIfUGMIllE NM 



| ARLINGTON HOTEL GRANVILLE HOTEL W1LWR3MOUTH HOTEL 



AU ROOMS 
EN -SUITE 
COLOUR TV 
RADIO 


TELEPHONE-01271 8620021 


THE SPORT & CRAFT MANOR 


COUimnr HOUSE HOTELS- Superb news, tort and sands*. 
Spacious, comfortable loons bs, patios - 2QD acta*. 
UNIQUE CRAFT CSfTRE - Fall IWtfoa - Pattery, Caatfas, 
Glass Enfravlng, Engmelllop, PaMi^, Pfctnre FramiBg. 

/ HEATH) indoor Poofs, Santa, Badmtrtoe. 
Snooker, Arcftwy, Boats, ^ Tends -ALLFRffi. 
OUTDOOR Bowtt, Temfs, Waflts-ALLFRS. 
JKL Watenparli. Rock A Ahsall, Creek®. 
(^?SSvFREE GOLF on 2 * 18 Hole Long Caros* + 
vIB Hale PAR 3. Driving Range. Sou tax 


GOLF pH GOLFp3 GOLFp] 



MANOR HOUSE ASHBURY HOTELS, W. DEVON 
FREE VIDEO + COLOUR BROCHURE - 0<G37 53053 


LAST MIN VAC - AUGUST ASHBURY WWs £140/178 - 
FULL BOARD. CUM* Pm* Disc. HTO SHT MANOR 5Nb £198 1 
MID OCT. 4 Nts Htriwk £182/186; 3 Nts £1207138 - MS] 


CoHaben 

jWanor ©otel 



018378^1522 


Urrty houses and flpaitnwHs| 
DEVOP*OORSET BO ROB? 
coast or courtry 


fArawCrtwBuawt* 
tmWLKBERE HOLIDAYS 

0129722925 

HRarSwt SaantaiaHwaA 
umat Board WterigT ~ 


DEVON CONNECTION, Lumry 

Banw. pool bar. tot Oi 548580984 

CORM5H WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Hot oH the pmsa new 1997 best 
ever colour brochure. Phone 
iwwtl 01 7S6 702201 

CORNWALL AMI DEVON 300 cot- 
tages throughout (01732) 
280711. 

A FINE SELECTION d Dosages on 
both coasts at Cornwall and on 
ScNy. Brochure tnm CamMi He- 
dlttenal Cottages. (01203) 
872538. 7 day personal service 
Bnm-Vpnv 

FOWEYfPOLRUAN. Charming 
waterside cottages, superb 
views- Central Heating. Dinghies 
avafiahto. Pern welcome. 01379 
344887 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE 10 the 600 
bast vahia ootuoao In Devon 
(01271)78322. 

COS AD SH COUNTRY' MANOR- 
Enchanting Tamar Vsttoy. Ares ot 
Outetvksna Nbiuml Seaafy. 
Country lover* retreat. Summer 
brfta-cse ante Data 01822 


-DEVON CONNECTION: Ostaps, 
bama, houses, tri 61649560 96*. 
SALCOMBE. Nr btwdi, gi sea 
Mews, Ige ^rttefl, 3 ed) proper- 
lies, dps 4-29 01530 242409 


Ireland 


gbtnes minus 

orraang wua atone rnhtns w etrt 
mry. amt TNpway.awECaew. 
stgeuwege 

7 ivgN WTr-MteteaWr'. ten 
£220 ftranyo'ZputeBiil 

= ” 01756 702241 


SHAMROCK Cottages. 296 select 
MMdufiJ cottages In superb 
locations. Dtso Fare*. WTO. Col 
aro 01 823681080 
CASHEL HOUSE HOTEL, Con- 
nemara. Co. Cohrsy. ftestofldtua 
breaks. Pros brociu Tah 
00353^31001. FflPC 31077 
IRISH COUNTRY HoWsya - the 
pernler choice. Over 300 MMd- 
ud cottages, tennhouiaa, hauls. 
River Shannon cruising & gypsy 
caravans rfl to highest standards. 
Many welcome pecs- CaB; 01502 
569 GS8 C24tvrs). 


The Lake District 


lake district welcome cot- 
tages . Hot aflltte ptws now 

1997 bast aver colour brochure. 
Phone nawlt 01758792208 

HILLTHWATTE HOUSE, Wnder- 

mare.ThomborrowRowd.ovar- 

tooidng take AH rooms anautte 
(some with Jecuizl baths) Satat 
me TV, teams king. Sauna. Tyto 
Steam Room and heaMd Indoor 

IncLVAT only E99. Snlghta only 
Cl 30. BnaVwra: 9IS3D4 43638 

200 LAKELAND Cottages » select 
from. ETB Inspected abort 
bhaJlate dsnwote. Ctuttbiten 
ConageaOIS 


Northumbria 


SUPERB cottages. Northumbria, 
Ybrii Dalea. Lafeae. PeflML Sykes 
Collages 01244 346700. 


AA * * A RAC 
AA ROSETTE FOR FINE FOOD 

Reflections Leisure Club 
heated indoor pool , sound 

sunbed relaxation ansa nrim-gym 

A IWoMtyte total wf ia 10 acres wilb rural views, pH* 
10 minutes' drive from die 'dreaming spires’ and 
beautiful tndkfing* of Oxford, ot the ancient market town 
of Thame. Ideally located for visiting Blenheim Palm 
Broughton Castle, Stoner Park and Woburn Abbey, then 
there's Christmas Caamuxn, Stow on the Wold, Henley M 
Thame* the Cotswolds and the Chfltans to explore. 

2 CONSECUTIVE NIGHTS 
ONLY £99 PER PERSON 
including fn0 English breakfast 
CHILDREN UNDER 16 FREE ACCOMMODATION 
Meals charged as taken when sharing with 2 adults 
AVAIL ABLE 

3rd AUGUST -7lh SEPTEMBER 1W 
(subject to availability) 

® 01844 279381 

Tlw Oxford Belfry 

Milton Common, Thame, Oxfordshire OX9 2fW 
A MAR5TON HOTEL 


Shropshire 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Qaor- 
0tan country house experience, 
near Ludlow. 3 night brooks tarn 
£90. Colour Broch 01584 823209 


Scotland 


SCOTLAND'S WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hot off me press new 
10S7 boat aver cotour brochure. 
Phono nowfl 01758 702213 
UNSPOILT Aidnwnurchsn. Spa- 
dous bunpatow. C3««us 
tocboMa poritton. TW: (01730) 
815002, 


■CONSULT THE EXPERTS' 
Over 3.000 self-catering 
properties in all ureas 
itn luxury houses io 
~ crofl cotuges. 
1 Write or phone 
for brochunr: 



ORKNEY . Comfortable, wdl 
equipped crofl In quiet location 
by aea. Sips 3. Phone/lax (01 857) 
800483, 

EDINBURGH FESTIVAL FLAT N"i» 
centre, very comfortable, well 
equipped, aipe 3M, £300-350 pw 
aU Inc. 0131 S56 1936. 

ARDNAMURCHAN. Peaceful a 
quiet, no tattle Jamst Country 
house Summer Breaks trom 
£175. Dinner by CandteOghl wtth 
home made breeds, l ocal ft ah a 
game. Brodt: 01972 510238 


UK Travel 

Devon & Cornwall 

Oxfordshire 

Scotland 

Sussex 


SEDLES COMBE. BriCkwaH Hotel. 
Ba tt le. Tudor Manor. Summer 
hrfcs. Hast pooL 2 rrigMs E102 pp 
DB8B. 3rd nt eccom tree, pay E30 
ady to drater* hnwHasL RAC 

restaurant award 91-96. 01424 
878253 

BRIGHTON MARINA VILLAOG. 
New 2 bedroom superbly fur- 
niahad luxury apartment, under- 
cover parking, 24hr security. Toll 
01773 84584aTmc 845842. 
SUPERB OAST HSE, Sal In aonb 
with spectacular views over rtgh 
Weald, Sips 6. Avail hoBday lets. 
Tel 01825 83055& 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


YORKSHIRE. DALES. Moore. 
Coast Peak a Uke Dtetrict Over 
200 sic cottages, lllus. Brochure 
HoMdoy Cottages Yorirahlre. 
Water St. SUpton. BD23 1PB, 
(01756) 780872. 

YORK OVER 25% OFF. Heworth 
Court Hotel. Brochure 81904 
42S156 

OKIES BEAUTIFUL AENNOVATED 
Slone Barm, Sleep 4lo 17, pets 
weicome, tndnm 0800 054309. 
COTTAGES YORKSHIRE fncL toriL 
Cokw Brochure 01845 S97S60. 
SUPERB cottages. Ybrira Dalas, 
Northumbria, Lukes, fteoks. 
Sykes Cottages 01244 3*5700. 


Wales 


PEMBROKESHIRE 


A superb setoftion of quality 
character cotuges w the 
Pembrokeshire Ccwt National 
Park. AJI properties furnished 
to the highest s&mdanfc. 

Phone new to Bye coktir brochure 

01239-881397 


SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Lleyn 
penninaute. Coastal and country 
cottages and tarrohouee*. Nefyn 
Holidays 01 7S8 720874 

658 COTTAGES/FARMHOUSES 
throughout Watos; oil Tourist 
Boairi Graded. Wtdea Hotktays - 
81688 625267 

GOWER COAST - IIWb of cot- 
tages, Baa’s, Hotels. Broc 0800 
521 811 

BRECON BEACONS. Over 100 s/c 
cottages some steep upto 30. 
Many less than CS0 per week 
hrt> MMn W 01B74S7B448 

BRILLIANT BREAKS -100 s totals. 
SAB'S, Cottages. Fermhouees, 
Carevana, Mid a West Coast 
HUe& Fteaphorw boaMngs 0803 
8787 47 

GOWBT Wyflto 1 7C tamhotua In 
200 acres, specteculor views, 
ensuHe, BSA0M CZff^O, lie bar, 
AA/RAC. Broch 012BB595840 




Independent and Independent on Sunday 
readers book Self Catering holidays. 278jOOOof 
our readers stayed in a rented villa, flat or 
cottage on their holiday last year! rrct tsm 


Fla- ooiy £412 a line inclusive of VftT (.-ipprox. 4 wortb per line), you can 
advsrtjse yoorbefid^y borne andfiH tbose^ vataixieslJmju^^ die year. Your 
advotiaomertt will appear ia The Ixvrg Weekend section of The Independent 
on &turdsp a«Var tbe^ Trawd & Money section of the Sunday papa-. 



all you have to do... 

Either call The Travel Team cm OKI 293- 9999- 
Monday to Friday between lQjQOam - SJOQpni. 
or 

e-mail us at travelteam@independent.co.uk 


or 


Insertion Dates:...——. 

Classification: - - 

1 ewkise a cheque for £_ made payable to 

(£U2 a line per insertion, EL53 if both Saturday & 
Sunday are used) Newspaper Publishing Pic 
or debit n^r 

AnestVVisa/Ainex/Dlnecs account by £ 

Card No: - 

Start Date: Expiry Date 

Your Details; 

Name 

Address., 


Tel Ncr. Day —Evening'., 

Signature: 


Fillip and return the coupon below etafcmg the 

PavnJ*nt yQU ^ ^ our payment method. 

Payment am be made by cheque or by 

oceWVtBa'American Express/Diners Card 

AOV-EKTTSgRS ONLT) TITO PKOPEKITES OR LESS) 


PiU in and send toe The Travel TVtun, OaNwfied 


'VNertwing, The Independent, One ranuA# 


Squar. Carta. Whart Utndon E14 ,DU or at 
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Post Painswick 

w*« become 
most ficked building in 
Britain when the stamp, 
oetow, is issued this week 

PHr,Tl ******* CHRISTOPHER JONES 



Not just a pretty 
face, Painswick Post 
Office earns its stamp 
of approval, writes 
Simon Calder 



Philately gets you everywhere 


A mong main roads, the 
A46 is a heavyweight: it 
begins in the city of Barh 
and bisects Britain on a 
long, winding course to 
Grimsby. But its finest 
moment occurs in a comer of the 
Cotswolds. when it assumes the 
identity of New Street, Painswick. 

If you are not familiar with the 
crumbly old village of 3,000 souls, 
assess this stamp of approval for 
Painswick: “One of the pleasantest 
places in the world”. That wasn’t the 
lady who runs the tourist desk in the 
village library - it was George III, 
who was especially fond of the 
Cotswold stone quarried hereabouts. 

In the 200years since he said that, 
the raw, rough rock that is 
Painswick's motif has mellowed to 
the texture of icing on a sponge, 
spooned on and baked to the shade 
of honey. Posing cutely on a curv- 
ing hillside, Painswick meets all the 
criteria for an archetypal Cotswold 
village. Yet it possesses qualities 
well beyond the merely picturesque. 

That odd-house-out on New 
Street, for a start. 

By the year 1478, the local squire 
Pain Fitzjohn had already donated 
his name to the village, before falling 


in battle against the Welsh. Colum- 
bus had yet to venture to the Amer- 
icas, and the postcode *‘GL6 6XH" 
was still 500 year away from being 
coined. But in that year the hold, 
half-timbers of Westhaven House 
took shape. The first-class residence 
is now better known as Painswick 
Post Office, and is celebrated on a 
stamp issued this week. The honour 
was bestowed because it is Eng- 
land’s first post office, in the sense 
that it occupies an older building 
than any other. 

Like the postcode, the new stamp 
(above, left) barely does the place 
justice. The real thing (above, right) 
is much less orderly than its depic- 
tion, with overflowing window boxes 
spilling scarlet, white and purple 
blooms from beneath prim white 
frames. Above the porch, black- 
ened beams writhe beneath the 
weight of the roof and the years. 
Sharp angles with a hint of wigwam 
about them hoist the eye upwards, 
to the Norwich Union firemark on 
the broadest cross-beam. In the days 
before Postman Pat and Fireman 
Sam were public concerns, these 
devices indicated which buildings 
were worth saving. 

Inside, the shop is a pleasing 


muddle of stonework, stationery 
and sweets. A giant version of the 
new stamp rakes pride of place, with 
a note that the Royal Mail will be 
visiting next Tuesday in order ro 
process first-day covers. This week 
is one for the album in Painswick: 
the village festival takes place today 
and tomorrow. 

The next attraction to gel sorted 
in Painswick is the fairest church- 
yard in the Cotswolds. The sheep 
which speckled the hillsides of 
Gloucestershire produced the finest 
English wool, which for a few cen- 
turies made Painswick’s wool mer- 
chants among the wealthiest people 
in Britain. They ensured their inter- 
ment was of the highest calibre by 
commissioning increasingly elahev- 
rate (and competitive) memorials in 
the grassy acre surrounding St 
Mary's Church. 

A bestilted cottage totters above 
the lych gate into the churchyard. 
Bowing to pass beneath it, you 
emerge amid a rural jostle. One 
component is a forest of masonry, 
resembling a haul of treasure chests 
spiked with a few stray pyramids. 
The other competitor is a consor- 
tium of yew trees, precisely 99 of 
them, standing in neat ranks but 


occasionally melting into each other 
to form voluminous barricades of 
the deepest green, separating the 
tombs of local grandees such as 
William Hogg, a Gratuitous 
Preacher who died in 1800: “It is 
incredible the sums of money he 
expended in charity", asserts his 
headstone. 

Despite the decline in wool, 
money has not forsaken Painswick 
altogether. Any cyclist feels intim- 
idated by kerb-to-kerb Rovers, of 
the Land and Range varieties. The 
price tags at the Fiery Beacon art 
gallery address themselves ro the 
sorts of well-heeled folk who dine 
at the Country Elephant, next to the 
post office. But the latest addition 
to the catering repertoire, Bertram’s 
(“a cafe with rooms" across from 
the church) charged me only a Ever 
for a chicken baguette that seemed 
to contain an entire bird, accom- 
panied by a wheelbarrow’s worth of 
chips and a gallon of tea. 

Even allowing for refined good 
looks befitting an English rose, the 
village sustains an improbable range 
of restaurants and tea rooms. The 
reason Painswick appears on so many 
mental maps lies hidden a little to the 
north, around Buenos Ayres. 


This, as you may gauge from the 
spelling, is not the Argentinian cap- 
ital. It is the name chosen for what 
is now Painswick House by its cre- 
ator. Charles Hyett, who moved 
here for the “good airs". What 
could be just another pretentious 
pile belonging to the minor aristoc- 
racy is transformed by the grounds 
around it. During the brief English 
flowering of Rococo in the 1740s, 
Mr Hyett imported the asymmetric 
aspirations of the European move- 
ment and planted them in his gar- 
den. The curves of paths and pools 
are assigned into a swooping gully, 
with the only flat paich devoted to 
a bowling green. Odd little out- 
buildings pop up, mimicking the 
Orient: they serve as eccentricities 
around which the visitor swirls. 
After a couple of hours in this most 
verdant of follies, you need another 
cup of lea. 

Across from the churchyard, the 
village cascades towards the 
Painswick Valley, which proceeds to 
lilt in an entrancingly pretty fashion 
towards Stroud. You topple down 
Stepping Stone Lane and clamber 
up the other side to the Painswick 
Old Road, clinging like a contour 
high above the valley. This used to 


be a Via Regia, a royal way. Last 
Wednesday, as bees idly batted from 
one flower to the next, and the heavy 
summer air whispered through over- 
grown grass. you could find yourself 
in complete agreement with George 
HL Yet Prince Charles, a resident of 
nearby Highgrove. could be drawn 
into a battle to preserve his ances- 
tor’s vision. Hie local council wants 
to sprinkle more than a thousand 
new homes along the valley. As Duff 
Hart-Davis has reported m these 
pages, plans for the development 
are alarmingly advanced. 

In Stroud, you re-join the A46 
and re-enter the real world: one in 
which the town’s stout redbrick Post 
Office has been closed down. 
Plainly, it wasn’t pretty enough. 

Painswick Post Office is open 9am- 
lpm and 2-5. 30pm. but closed on 
Wednesday and Saturday afternoons 
and all day on Sunday. Painswick 
Rococo Garden (01452 S13204) 
opens Ilam-5pm - daily in August, 
then Wednesdays to Sundays until the 
end of Nowmbcr. 

The Painswick Local History Society 
publishes, ‘ Painswick -* Tune Chart of 
a Cotswold Wloge'by Carl Moreland, 
FRGS, available locally for £5.95. 


Men of 
letters 

By Jennifer 

Rodger 

A postman's job 

offers a nice little 
side-line in . 
gratuitous spying on 
others. A novelist, of 
course, recreates such 
life on paper. So it is no 
surprise that for a 
number of writers, being 
-a postman was their 
bread and butter in more 
ways than one. . 

Anthony Trollope was 
-Clerk to the Surveyor of 
the South Western 
District of the Post 
Office in the IS50s. It 
was Trollope who 
initiated the design of 
the first Royal mail box 
and bullied customers 
into cutting holes into 
their doors-so that the 
post man didn't have to 
ring twice.. 

American author, 
William. Faulkner was a 
post master in the town 
of Oxford, Mississippi. 
Indeed this was the 
fictional setting for much 
his work. Hinting at the 
slow and introspective 
fife of a postman (and 
writer), he described 
Oxford as where “the 
past is hot dead, it isn’t 
even past”. 

After his days in 
Burma and his stint 
down and out, George 
Orwell tried bis hand at 
running a grocers shop 
and sub post office in 
Hertfordshire during the 
mid Thirties. The 
enterprise was not a 
success, however, the 
| former shop is now a 
bijou residence that was 
recently sold for more i 

than £250,000. 

Rising novelist Stephen i 
Blanchard (author of ! 

Gagarin and I, and 
W’lfron 's Island) works in 
a Gapham sorting office 
in South East London. “It 
prorides me with a 
routine, purpose and 
gives me time to write. 

I'm quite good at it, too,” 
he says. 

Frank McCourt won 
this year’s Pulitzer prize 
for his childhood 
memoirs Angela "s Ashes. 
Towards the end of the 
book he records his 
experiences as a 
Limerick telegram boy in 
the Forties - a job that 
ultimately enabled him 
to escape an existence of 
relentless poverty in 
Ireland and start a new 
life in the Slates. 


Post yourself around the 


Simon Calder reveals 
one way of pushing 
the envelope of y our 
global horizons 


veiy traveller begins to explore the 
world with a trip to the post office, 
and these hubs of communication 
keep cropping up along the way. You 
collect the form for your first passport from 
your local one, and thereafter post offices 
remain hugely important 
like railway stations and frontier posts. 


post offices comprise a necessary part of any 
journey. And whether you pop in to buy a 
postcard stamp, or stand in line for hours 
while you wait for your chance to find t bat 
no one has bothered to send you a poste 
rcstame missive, some are attractions in 
their own right. 

Dublin 

That jaunty little figure, frozen in the act of 
wheeling from Earl Street North into 
O’Connell Street, is 
James Joyce. The 
author's statue stands 
just across the road 
from the symbolic heart 
of Irish nationalism: the 
General Post Office. 

Around 1816, when the 
stout Doric columns 
were hoisted from the 
drudge of what was 
then Sackville Street, 

Dublin was just another 
British provincial city. A 
century later, in the 
Easter Rising of 1916, 
the proclamation of the 
Republic of Ireland was 
read from the steps of 
the well-proportioned 
neo-classical fagade. 

The interior was 
wrecked in the 
subsequent siege. Today, it comfortably 
combines the status of nationalist icon and 
purveyor of postal products. The nation’s 
largest tricolour flutters above it, splashing 
green, orange and white into the sky above 
the street which has since taken the name of 
the liberation hero Daniel O’Connell. 

Washington DC 

The American capital is home to two fine 
ex-post offices, each of them a fully fledged 
tourist attraction - and, like roost things in 
Washington, offering free admission. 

The Old Post Office presides over 
Pennsylvania Avenue, a 399ft granite fortress 
whose innards have been scooped out and 
replaced with a vast airy atrium and a dozen 
places to eat, including Chinese, Indian and 
Japanese. The building is in the care of the 


world 

National Parks Service, and a be-Stetsoned 
ranger will take you in the glass-sided, vertigo- 
pumping lift to the bdltower at the top, for die 
second-best vista in Washington (the first being 
from the slender needle of the Washington 
Monument, piercing the western sky). 

Look in the opposite direction and you see 
an overbearing hunk of a building perched 
beside Union Station. This Beaux Arts palace 
took over from the Old Post Office as the 
capital's main mail room, but itself fell victim 
to federal budget cuts and the notion that 

Americans did not need 


mail to the museum permanently. 

Ho Chi Mirth City (Saigon) 

Until 1975, the staff at the US Embassy in 
Saigon had it easy. They could just nip two 
blocks south to South Vietnam’s finest post 
office, which stands shoulder-to-shoulder 
with the city’s cathedral. Unlike the Embassy 
(a concrete jumble of defences, abandoned 
on the last day of April 1975) and South 
Vietnam (ditto), the Post Office is thriving. 
The French took control of Saigon in 1861 
and the post office shows the regime at its 
prime, a Poste that would not look out of 
place in Lyon. Inside, a map of “Indochine” 
shows how the old colonial order held sway 
over the entire region. Dominating every 
transaction these days, however, is a huge, 
beaming portrait of Ho Chi Minh. 
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Flight Bag 

Adapts from compact case to suitcase 

OB wheels foronty£24v95 (incp&p) 

OriginaBydeagriadv^Atopiotsandl^crewinnwid.lheRgfitBag 

easfy cowurts from a case id a sudeasa on wtiKfe. 
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to send fetters in style. 
After many years of 
abandonment, it has 
now re-opened as the 
latest addition to the 
Smithsonian repertoire 
of museums. 

The National Postal 
Museum traces, with a 
degree of levity, the tale 
of the US Mail from 
Pony Express to 
automated sorting. But 

as the hands-on 
computer prints out your 
pre-addressed postcards, 
you can't help thinking 
that while the 20th 
century was the preserve 
of the post, electronic 
communications in the 
21st century will consign 


Visit Buckingham Palace 
and treat yourself to a 
Royal London Break 


Two nights in a 4-Star hotc 
for just per perse 


Now, you can combine the splendours of a visit to 
Buckingham Palace with a luxury, two night stay 
in an elegant London hotel. 

If you visit in August, you'll stay in the sumptuous 
Royal Westminster, and if you visit in September or October 
you'll stay in the recently refurbished Grosvennr. 

Bom botch are just mo menu away from the Palace and 
represent the best in quality and comfort. 


1 he Buckingham Palace Tour 
K Guided FxO'igI Walk 


MM 


VWlcome evening reception and in trainer on 
talk by ynurgiudr 

Dinner on night erf arrival m the hotel restaurant 




Full English Breakfast 

Depart CW I > for Aon wvrfl with ywr guide 
to Buckingham Palace 

W30 Entn lo Buckingham Palace for lour 
lasting approx 2 hours which Is first lour rrf 
the day before ihc crowds arrive 

1130 iapproxiGindedwaik of Royal Westminster 
lasting about 30 minutes 
Remainder of ihv day and evening five tu enjoy 
London 

full Engiefi Breakfast 

Arrivals are on each Monday, Wednesday or Friday 
between 1 lib August and ird October 1997 

Availability strictly limited - Ask your Travel Agent 
to book now through Highlifc on freefone 


0800 700 400 


quoting reference 1NOTD8 

Hail and air inclusive prices arr available on raqnest 

vn at*. ,hmi a .a -w Bl *_ ’ 
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Because we think the world of you 

current best buys on the world's finest airlines 
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AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BAU 

BEUING 

rnmn 


£242 £374 
£296 £496 
£242 £385 
£253 £424 
£218 £347 
£275 £495 


HE ANGELES 
SAN FRANCISCO 
LAS VEGAS 
DENVER 
TORONTO 
VANCOUVER 


CARIBBEAN 

£276 

£276 


£251 

£366 


£198 

£329 


£199 

£348 

CAPETOWN 

£199 

£340 


£385 
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IttV.: 


£182 


CAIRO 

£145 

£219 

AROUND THE WORLD 

£177 


pl us discounted quality accommodation perj-oonij)^^ 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £31 • AFRICA £31 • PACIFIC £40 • ASIA £27 
l CAR HIRE FROM E 12 PER DAY-— ’ Jnui cftB n,n ™ nnilAnF WflRLDWIDE AND NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


All our travel centres sn open Mon-Sat 9-6pm • Thars 9- tar.' * ' a -* 

OPEN 7 DAYS — _ 4/10 Richmond Road, Kington, ju rroy KT 2_5Hy 
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AUSTRALIA 

GET 7 DAYS CAR HIRE* & FLY WITH 
SINGAPORE AIRLINES FROM £759 RETURN 

TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS SPECIAL OFFER BOOK BY .31 AUGUST 
VALID FOR DEPARTURES IN NOV 1997 & 21 JAN TO 31 MAR 1993 
-Based on 2 people travelling. Supplement to car hire tn Ho^themTerr^ 


For the real lowdoan on worftfwjde 

travel TYaflflnilers is yoar one stop 

travel sliap. 
Ttelinnttereoffm 


flights to more 

Experts in 




own pacrage wnn «* 

on hotels and car 


for your free copy OF the 

trailfinder MAGAZINE 

CALL 0171-933 3366 AN . HNiE 


ffTQLICS 1 HA ABTOV 637 P 1 


=ar ; s Cc-'i 

Lons 1 a ‘ e- i 

i 94 Ke T si" 3 ®" i 
194 M lirsHg-lwa* 
First & Basiress Ciass. 

215 NenstoS&^l S 
Trarssaltaniic * 

48 Corn Street 
. wo'datfe Travel 

254-284 Sauchiehaii Street 
2 WotldwtcH Travel 

58 Dsansgaie 
vVortdvvirte Travel: 

Fifsl&BusinesCi^ 


0171-938 3366 

LONDON VjS^JG 
B 1 71 -938 3 W 9 
0171-938 3444 

LONDON '.VS 65E 

0171-937 5460 

0121-236 1234 
. BRISTOL 3 S 1 '• H 2 
0117-929 9060 

. GLASGOW G23EH 

0141-353 2224 

. MANCHESTER M3 2FF 

0161*839 6969 
0161-639 3434 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


^nJeJhink the worr 


us l 
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[AUSTRALIA 

1 FARES FROM 

£567 

n L i Li h r: 

I NEW ZEALAND 

FARES FROM 

£668 

1 H C l II B N 


01420-88724 or 0171-237 555 6 



♦ HONGKONG* 
YHAUAND ♦ BAU 

♦ MALAYSIA ♦ 

♦ BANGKOK ♦ 

♦ SINGAPORE ♦ 

♦ ♦INDIA* 


L bo m £ 489 p^i 




01420-83380 or 0171-287 5559 


0171-287 5558 


vmainm 12 Kgh3nst.Atoa Harts, GU341BH 
itoMimvirn Or 

“SI’S! S2RegertStr«t. London. WRffiX 

HUC 0 U 3042133 or OOWtf 4522 

m bet* subject to awgabifity. Rastrietkws apply, «* tor dqtafa 
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doing Places 

THE HOLIDAY MATCHMAKER 


RETURN FLIGHTS HWM M 
LONDON & MANCHESTER/** 




Hong Kong £419 
Singapore £515 


Auckland O 

We'll match the 
scheduled fare 


gJETLINE 

Diicai.-rt*.«3 *-»?*> tu •■'R 

SPAIN 'r £79 USA <■ «<’5 
PORTUGAL £9 C*!liBS£»1 
ISRAEL 199 S. AFRICA 
CREECC 10A CANADA 
TURKEY ISO INDIA - ’J 
CYPRUS IS9 FAK CAST 3I ^ 
CANARIES 100 AUSTRALIA 19V 
Lu' irnt F’Hf o-'jrj.i r-. . ■ 

aun-i'iim 


LOW COST 

SCHEDULED FLIGHTS 

*ith the world's finest airlines 


GLOBE 
SAVE) RS 

CALL 0990 556 556 

U-p 

as in' 


IATA 


P THE TRAVEL 
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Overseas Travel 


TRAVEL DESIGNS 

3S3B 


* STA TRAVEL * 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


i f. on : i«J u i ii»Khn m 079 


Prtfimar £49 : Mans 0» 

Amsterdam £59 = dwYtok 

Geneva £96 = Washington £1« 

Bone £132 = l« Angeles 058 

Madrid £99 : Toronto £216 


Bngkn k 055 | Jobamwtanj B 79 

gmM £399 l Mexico B 49 

HongKong H 85 \ RtorieJaneim £485 

Hoda-Mah £«9 = hr* 

Nairobi SB I Sydney 089 


EUROPE 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE 0171 361 6262. 0161 854 0668 (Mandsstal 
EUB05IAR: 0171 361 6143 

ACCOMMODATION ■ CAR HSE • iHSURUKS AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 MT fill* 

117 Baton RwdNWl, 86CM Brampton Kd SW7,H Good* SWI. Ian** 

M+Jtw*ii.twm*LnMk 


57/4 TR ^ fEL 


Travel as many time® 
as you like from 
£59.95 a year. 


Insurance 

Services 



Jp-MEPUCURY 


; cAILKSWinUn 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEWZEALWffl SOUTH AMHtKA 
CARIBBEAN FAR EAST 
MDOLE EAST AFHCA 

THRIFTWAY 
TRAVEL 
0171-4901490 






MVlM 

MM 


Student Travel 
Express 



OCTOBER 


mm\ 






Over 700 shops nationwide 
or call now on 0161 474 7 555 



HERE’S ONE 
OFFER THAT SHOULD 
TAKE-OFF 
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CORSICAN 

ktr 


p—ta. fray* p>» » *?* **_ 
oyiai dm Hws. Mtwfalfc 
and tmoOM nda<M 
SmaB A FriewAy Aube^« 
Mountain Inn* Sicw Mwean 
Beachstde Vffla* and Aparanems 
□uncHiml* Fl)pdfi»e Cyding 
577 humbait Bond. l®»ton W* •O*- 
Ma.au ■* mo«i MiOTSM 


0171-385 8438 


CORSICAN PLACES. Ttw Candw 

caaaflM, «pt» * *»««■ ™7 
friondty. pareonal 

SIMPLY CORSICA. Dtocovw tf» 
Mo dauno nn g n'a 

woteJdrtatwtoiBbaBrfw^ 

spedandar inountnhn. umar- 
nUHd by n w Wwt wiLVte 
HMl pools. «««• 

moiinialn auberaes and sty nan 
ABTAV1337ATOL 1982 AITO 
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With our annual travel 
insurance you can take an 
unHmiied number of trip 1 !- 
To enrol call between 8am 
and 8pm Monday to 

3SSST 0800 700 737 

by *» *H ™d» ri . 


i' = Y^^’jQ 1 --Sd- 


£398 KUALA LUMPUR £398 


FLIGHTSEATS 



0990 239904 


Portugal 


Greek 
Islands Club 

VEa hoUay* far those who 
wart to escape dK crowds 
ki syfa and comfort 
Rv<0$ • tnwCA'QEmMCNU 

ZantE'Kytwa* Corfu 
Snxihcx* Swpbos- AU3WS0S 
Far a brochure telep hone: 

01932 220477 

hap^Nw*w.«di.coj 4 (Mfai/ 

AETAVTK3 ATOLW8 ATTO 


PORTUGUE SE 

M“ ir 


OaaCtr uffla* a fans «e 
nagrifhwl ooastBm, and a 
■pique feteofan of cottage 
retreats set la tbe heart of The 
gfarfaps, aaspoDt coiaatrydde. 
Most properties haw pools. 


HNHO 5WTRA ALEHTEM 
577 Humteit Road, London W6 80H 
am UK w IIKOMH M<OI MM 


0171-385 4775 


SIMPLY PORTUGAL - Truly IncWd- < 
ual villas with pools, glorious 
manor houses & seiedsd hotels 
A pousa d as afl over Dds lascinac- 
inq country, plus IlexIMe ’Wander - 
hg-hoHdays 8 city breaks. 0181 
90S 9323. AHTA VI 337 ATOL 
1922 ATTO. 


lUSMi'SISBIriW'KL* 
c*u Q* ilSJUS W'UBC 

61714360448 


UI&B 5 SESEE& 


TULIP HOLIDAYS 


FLIGHT ONLY 
DALAMAN E183 F1TN 
ISTANBUL El S9 RtN 
BCCRUM E1B9RTN 
PACKAGE HOUDAYS TO 
BODBUM. KUSADAS4. OLU 
□gtZ. UARMARtS. 

PRICES FROM tan PER PSSON 

0171 734 0484 

67-71 Ortori SW* Lflnaon W1R 1FB 
IB Ratal AomU tar ATOL HottwaC 


ICONCrP'r EXPRESS LID 1 


TURKEY AND N. CYPRUS 

Istanbul Citybreaks. 

Tailor made and package 
hoBdays fric 2 centre. • 
Rights only from London 
and Manchester 

Tel; DI7I 493 4243 
Fax 0171 493 4483 
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Our fares are ridiculously sma 


.rU British Midland 

jh c A i tlii i e ft > r Furopd 




AMSTE RDAM from £69rtn. 

RFLFAST from £59_rtn. 

rf^GEN from Z 

BRUSSELS from SS 1 

COLOGNE from 

mPFNHACTN from - 49 - 

nilBUN from 

EDINBURGH" frog J||l£ 

PRANKRJ gTJrog] 

95!fi£2! m u 

eSTS: 

ESSSJgnL _ HwW 

pragiosil “hsbs: 

Has 

71 I RICH from — — - u ^ thr z r 


&UARANTEEP CHEAPER 
CALL BILLS OR DOUBLE 
YOUR MONEY BACK. 

The plain fret is. Mercury 6 stifl 20% cteaper than 
DT for international calls on weekday evenings 
and all weekend. In fa«.i£y°a don’t uve money 
on your call bill (even compared against | 
Premierline and Friends & Family), we’ll refund 
double the drfierence.So cBmb on board. 

Mercury SmartCaU 

FreeCall 0500 500 366 

mm «««w - ao/wriwtowp-"' <** * ****** T 


MUhU 


siifTtoncnri apply for Friday and Samrdsy nghck 
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piSuE^BUDAPEST CgacOW- 
Hotels Fin CI5 pp- Po ^ ahC ^^ 

PtaToilS 

Bfad ch alno- A*®> 

257777 


8 ip 





THE FASTEST COACH 
SERVICE TO EUROPE 


AMSTERDAM £45 rtn 

DISNEYLAND 
PARIS £50 rtn 


ANT WERP/ BREDA ^ 
OTUSSELS 


E45 
E45 pin" 



All depatures fron Virtoria Coach Station. Umdon. 

"Unfa- 26 aid oner BO wtd far trevd uned 31 £37. 

Ask for derate. Subject tc svafeWity. 


okt; CaDiwrtnnl agnt «r rfa| RmnpMd: ‘-.m 

| th 0990 240 241 L* 


■ ■ r - Mr m 1 1 a m . 


Germany 


E1FEL. BLACK FOREST. Bavaria. | GERMANY • Dally low com tOghta 
Chonninfl «im« httofa im £22pp I and hotel aceommodBdon. AH 


i aps 1m S293 pw. Also Austria, 
Stovan tai & C roatia. Auto Plan 
01543257777 


major credit carta. PtoBH call 
German Travel Contra 01S1 429 
2800. ASIA ATOL 3977 IATA. 


hospitality. Country eoaogtt, 
villas wtth pools, quality 
apartments andfatolly-m 
kat/dsin taupoiU location*. Pbn 
flexible 'Wandering' holidays 

0181 995 9323 

AKU VISIT mH.I«lAin> 


BREATHTAKING SCENERY and 
empty beaches. Discover West- 
ern Crate horn sell catering 
houses hi hideaway vBagea - 
Pure Crete 0181 780 0879 ATOL 
2757. 

GRECOF1LE/F1LOXENIA Mainland 
6 unusual Wes. VBaa, alpa 2-14. 
(/drive. ATOL ATTO. 0142 2 
375609. 

SIMPLY IONIAN. Paws. Coriu, 
LeAao. Uagenlsl. llhaca. 
CephaJonla. Zekynttios. vuias 
whh private pools, tomfly-run 
howto and seaside conges tn 


mainstream. Please call (0181) 
995 9323. AHTA V1337 ATOL 
1B22 ATTO 


SAN GIMIGNANO/ TUSCANY 
Fdmlly rim, rustic farmhouse 
racandy restored. Superb views. 
PoaL Wafla. Apts 2/B pm (£270- 
430pw). BOB 2 pen (C3S-45 day). 
Tot. StDven/Nabrifa 0039-577. 

g4 6 ^fl 5_ 

A TASTE OF TUSCANY VUes. Cot- 
tages & apartments. For 
brochures ert TUtarmade Tours 
on 0181 2911450 

LAKE GARDA & Maggtara. Apts 6 
hotels. Also city breaks. Lakes & 
Mountains 01329 844405 ATOL 

BRIDGEWATER'S EdyBc Italy coun- 
tryside and caesL Private vmas. 
oasdes. taimimasa thacomphsa 
mU ee tt an t aflorma do lor Pis Inds- 
pendsnt mvsllsr. August severs 


CYCLING FOR SOFTIES have cho- 
sen quality hotels and exquisite 
menus tor lhab Tuscany A Umbria 
totm on a bicycle. Agent ATOL 
80S. Trt. (OtflIJ 248 5134. 

LAKES. UMBRIA. TUSCANY. 
Marche. Skhy. Elba. Hoi sis 8 
ante, attractive prices. Hotels fan 
C22 BAB. apn with pool tm £221 
pw Auto Plan 01543 267777 

toMPIY TUSCANY 1 UMBWA Tie- 

dMonel country vflta apartments 
with pool and Itexlbla. fly-drive 

hoUsy* featuring ctBiming, ha- 
mate hotels. F>)ua Spedal Merest 

HoDdays and short breaks to Ho- 
rence. Plean can 0181 99S 9323. 

AHTA VI 337 ATOL 19Z2 AJTO 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Newspaper PiAteMng pfc 
regrets that aRhough every 
reasonable precauttoo is taken, 
no responsibility can be 
accepted for lights and/or 
accommodation offered 
through these columns, or any 
loss arising therefrom. Readers 
are advised to take all 
necessary precautions before 
entering Into any travel 
arrangements. 


SIMPLY TURKEY Discover a 
deUgMUty rffllerent TUrkey, wwy 
(ram the mainstream, wtoi our 
unique range of rural cottages, 
viHaa with pools and friendly 
hotels. Plus our flexible wander- 
ing programme, special Interest 
hoHdoya, guletcnifatag and Istan- 
bul city breaks. 0181 996 9323 
AHTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 ATTO 
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THE ASSOCIATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 


For a unique 
range of real holidays 
that are fully-bonded, 

fa- - 

flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 

For a FREE copy of the 
AI TO Directory listing ail member 
companies, please telephone 

0181 607 9080 
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Customs 

and 

exercise 


That summer: in 1951 Elizabeth Candlish cycled 
across the borders of post-war paranoia in Europe 


S pending the night in the 
oistoms' post between Hol- 
land and Germany wasn't 
part of the plan. We meanl 
to cross the border, and 
perhaps find the youth hos- 
tel in Aachen. But it turned 
out that the hostel was being rebuilt. 
Besides, we were two very wet and 
bedraggled British teenagers, and the cus- 
toms men were perhaps just a little 
bored that day in the summer of 1951... 

My friend Margaret had a German 
penpal m Heidelberg, so to Heidelberg we 
would go, cycling. We took a tent (neither 
of us had camped before) and home- 
made sleeping bags. From our homes in 
St Andrews, Fife, we caught a train to 
London, and from there took a coach to 
Dover where we retrieved the bikes that 
we’d sent on ahead of us. As we pedalled 
our way off the boat at Ostend it was a 
daunting thought that we’d never cycled 
further than 20 miles at a stretch. 

By the time we reached that frontier 
post we'd been six days on the road, often 
in rain. Campsites as we know them now 
had not yet been invented, and we’d 
camped on small Belgian farms, twice 
sleeping snugly in a bam. We’d been 
invited into spotless farm kitchens and had 
met whole families, usually three gener- 
ations, speaking a dialect that our school- 
girl French and German could not deci- 
pher, but somehow we communicated. 

The French told us about the war and 
about the liberation, and they wanted to 
ask about Britain - why were we still 
rationed? Why had the British voted 
Churchill out of office - he won the war, 
didn't he? Everywhere our wet things 
were taken off to be dried and cans of hot 
water produced; payment was firmly 
refused- In the mornings we’d be waved 
off, with pressing invitations to come 
again on our return journey. 

Our route took us briefly into the 
Netherlands, to visit friends in Maas- 
tricht, then we headed for the German 
border. Back home, some people had 
warned us against going into Germany. 
After all, the war was not so far in the 
past. Margaret’s uncle was a detective at 
Scotland Yard: if in trouble, he said, we 


were to go to the military police - and of 
course he himself could be contacted at 
Whitehall one-two-one- two. 

We reached Vaals, at the Dutch-Ger- 
man frontier, before 4pm, once again wet 
and rather miserable. As usual, there 
were two barriers, and two sets of offices 
to go through, and our passports were 
stamped in both. We were leaving Hol- 
land, so we were not of much interest to 
the Dutch. But we were entering Ger- 
many. and the inspector of immigrants 
wanted to know our plans. Camping? In 
this weather? Better to make for the 
youth hostel in Aachen - he would tele- 
phone to book us a place. And that was 
how we heard that it was being rebuilt - 
the war, you know... 

The inspector made up his mind to 
befriend us. There was a hostel in Vaals, 


a Dutch hostel: we could go there. And 
he had another suggestion: we should 
send our bicydes ahead by rail to Cologne, 
and next day he would arrange a lift for 
us. It was no problem to find lifts at the 
frontier. Why. only that day three Aus- 
tralian girls got one for a hundred miles. 

My letter home lakes up the story: 
“Well, it was an awful day. and this 
seemed ideal. We cycled into Aachen, 
found the station, and sent off the bikes. 
Our friend the inspector turned up and 
helped us fill in the forms, which were a 
bit complicated. We sent our saddlebags 
too, taking out only a few belongings, and 
tying these in a bundle. We must have 
looked like displaced persons. Then the 
inspector took us back to the frontier by 
tram, and we put on dry socks and shoes 
in his office, and he took us for coffee, and 
got the waiter to add something to it: it 
tasted awful, but it certainly wanned us 
up. Then we found out that we were too 
late to get into the youth hostel so the 
Inspector said that he would find us 
somewhere to sleep at the frontier station, 
and meanwhile be would take us out to 
supper. 

“He took us to a restauranr in Vhals, 
and we each got a huge plate of two fried 
eggs, bacon, bread, tomatoes, gherkin and 
goodness knows what else besides. It was 
marvellous. Later he and another customs 
officer took us for coffee, and told us their 
war stories and adventures... Then we 
went bade to the customs post. There was 
a little room there where night-duty men 
sometimes slept - only one camp bed, but 
they spread heavy packages of forms on 
the floor, and left us their coats. We tossed 
for the bed, and I lost! I can't say we got 
much sleep - there was traffic al I through 
the night, and voices and footsteps. 

“We got up about half-past six, washed, 
tied up our bundles, and sat outside in 
very pale sunshine, having breakfast. 
About half past eight a customs man 
rushed out, and said ‘Quick - here’s a bus 
going to Cologne.' He picked up our bun- 
dles and threw them into the bus, and we 
got in and off we went" 

We were, we discovered, the guests of 
a Dutch Insurance firm from Echt on 
their annual outing. They would stop at 
Cologne on their homeward way. Mean- 
while they were happy to have us along, 
and to take us with them up into the 
mountains. Before we left them in the 
evening we had promised to include 
Echt on our route back and see them 
again. And we did. 

So we reached Cologne on the day 
we’d planned, but not until 8pm - and 
eventually found a bed (illegally) in the 
Tbc H Club. And we reached Heidelberg, 
too. In the Rhine valley there was no 
place to pitch a tent, and we joined the 
German youth hostel movement. Some 
of the hostels were centuries-old build- 
ings, and one or two had been purpose- 
built, for the Hitler Youth Movement, but 
none provided us with a lodging quite as 
strange as the one we had that night on 
the border at Vaals. 


travel & outdoors 




Heidelberg in 
the summer of 
1951: top, view 
over the town; 
above left, the 
towers of the 
Karl-Theodor 
bridge; above, the 
old university; left 
the old castle 


EUROPE 
FOR ZERO 

How would today's young 
and adventurous traveller 
make the journey to 
Heidelberg? Probably by 
aln slnoe.it would take the 
average wage-earner barely 
a da/s labour to buy a 
.plane ticket from London to 
: Frankfurt, the nearest 
. airport to Hektolbarg. >bu 
caneasity hftch-hB»from 
here, since the teminals . 

are ^bohvaraenfly-tocated- 
adjacert to the autobahn - 

. tot a train would whisk you 

.to Heidelberg in under two 
hours, with the total journey 
costing around £100. 

' H you insist on travelling * 

- oria shoestring, here's, 
how. Forget the bicycle. 
Instead, start hitching at 
the Elephant and Castle In 
London, a half-hour walk 
from ParOamert Square, 
the Wast &xl or the City. 
Stand opposite the 
ttronet cinema at the 
start erf toe New Kent Road 
and hop down to Kent on 
the A20, hot the A2. 

Ybu need to end up at . 
Folkestone, not Dover; 
because Le -Shuttle car- 
canying trains through toe 
Channel Tunnel charge per 
veWcte rattier than per : 
person. Hence drivers ara 

not financialtydisfndlned 

to pick up hitchers. 

Stay with your benefactor 
as deep as he or she goes 

Into Ranee, to avoid the 
hftchers’ graveyard that Is 
Calais- The pkddngs-up are 
much easier in Belgium and 
Gemiany " 

. The advantage tint you 
have over the traveller of - 
the 1950s Is that 
Continental Europe is sans 
fmnt&res, so you are - 
unlikely to And yourself 
dropped off just short of . 
bonfer crossings by 
motorists who fear you 
could be carrying 
contraband! So you should 
reach Aachen, by way of 
Belgium or even Holland, 
with few problems. The 
Vaals border post where 
Elizabeth Candlish bedded 
down is these days just a 
couple of unstaffed offices. 

From here it is an easy 
haul along the Rhine to 
Bonn arid beyond; dodge 
Frankfurt by taking the 
route via Mannheim. The 
going gets stickler (and 

- prettier), once you start 
striking east through toe 
hills towards toe former 
DDR; TTie chances are you 
will arrive in the fine city of 
Heidelberg in a cnoaky old 
Volkswagen Polo driven by 
a student returning to 
Germany’s dasstest 
university. ' 

. 'total spent zero. Result 

- ha p piness. When I made 
the journey, I somehow 
contrived to mato a profit . 

' the driver who dropped, me 
on the “wrong" side of 

- Brussels hurled a BfrltiO 
note aft er me; saying, 
correctly, that I probably ' 
wouldn't have change for - 
the Metro - fare BfrSO. 
Thankfully, travelling to 
Europe Is stfB blessed with 
the small, human 
kindnesses lhat Elizabeth 
and Margaret experience. 

Simon Cakfer 


jsuit of the perfect family-friendly hotel, 
travelled from Cornwall to Inverness, 
i the wild West (Pembrokeshire) to the 
ote East (Hythe and the Cinque Ports), 
m parents ask me to recommend a decent 
iotelabroad, it’s not so easy to be specific. 
:e British hoteliers who tend to turn their 
o at children, foreign hostelries take them 
\ for granted they often neglect to cater 

0 High chairs are practically unknown 

be Continent Children are expected to ^ 
rough miniature versions of their parents 
,aisse. or subsist on repetitive junior 
Kids may be welcome, but bouncy castles 
e readily found on a beach than 

rounds of a European hoteL 

e best way to proceed is by word 
h, and there are some 
intents that have offered us - or 
nds - the kind of family-oriented 
we could really sink into and 
br a start, there’s the unusual 

1 le Mont Epinguet, asnmnmg 
chateau a mile from the RN13 
it miles south of the feny 
latCherbouig. 
iosts are an intrepid Eng l is h 
Mark and Fiona Berridge, who _ 

5 children of their own, plenty of 

usandalawnfiillofbicydK/ 

nis 1751 mansion stood in Z,uuu 
its own grounds. Tbday, three 
, well enough - the wrought-iron 
d magnificent facade are 
r&L Inside, the style is 18th- • 
faded grandeur, no central 
or carpets but lots of space and a Family 

humour. .... . 

Mont Epinguet, you get a quasi- 
r» 0.12 //'miccmtsin the snmn 


Childsplay across the Continent 

Family breaks abroad can be hell - but not if you know where to go, writes Deborah Jackson 


takes them off for sweets in her other shop. 

Mark and Fiona love entertaining families - 
they can lend you a bike with baby seat, or suggest 
some super hfll walks. Nearby are safe beaches, a 
popular animal park, exciting indoor pool and a 
chateau with its own play area. Al Fr2650 per 
week (about £265) for a family room for four (or 
Frl20 per person peT night) it’s a highly 
affordable base for a beautiful and accessible part 
of France. 

Equally relaxed, with a warmer climate, is the 



chateau: Le Mont Epinguet photograph; deborah jackson 



Hostal Los Pinos near PoUensa on the island of 
Majorca. “We love it because it’s veiy simple," 
says Liz Doyle, who has returned numerous 
times with husband Paddy and various 
combinations of their three children. “My 

abiding image of peace and relaxation -walking . - - . . . 

alongAedfflop opposite the hotel and looking country - imagine buMilingaway 'in the Jacuzzi at 
backat the valley bathed in golden light" 37C. with snow stretching from the mountain tops 


Hostal los Pinos is run by Juan Coll and his wife 
Anna. Their style is laid-back: •'You help yourself 
from the bar and note what you’ve taken in a 
book," says Liz. “People tend to go out to eat and 
return later to gather and chat. There are lots of 
Brits - some who we’ve met year after year. One 
family has been going for 27 years." Not 
specifically pitched as a family hotel, Las Pinas is 
nevertheless a favourite with children of all ages. 
There's a swimming pool, table tennis table, two 
sandy beaches nearly. The decor is Spanish rustic, 
with large pieces of old furniture and 
plates hanging from whitewashed walls. 
Al 3,000 pesetas (about £12) per person 
per night for bed and breakfast, Hostal 
los Pifios is a budget hotel with style. 

For something a little more organised 
and inevitably more expensive, by the 
Theresia Gartenhotel in Austria, a 
member of the promisingly-named 
KinderHoteis group. The Brettermeier- 
Egger family promises to “spoil you 
culinary”, which they do with an 
inclusive price ticket that covers 
breakfast, dinner, warm buffet at noon, 
strudels and coffee in the afternoon, use 
of five swimming and whixi-pools, 
sauna, gym, table tennis and billiards. 

Children are an essential part of the 
exhaustive programme at the Theresia. 
The owners themselves have three 
children aged three to 12, so they know 
what harassed parents are looking for. 
There’s a teenage activity room with 
videos and computer games, a 
kindergarten for over-twos, and a resident nurse. 

Constructed in Austrian chalet style, the 
Theresia is a jewel in a verdant, Sound of Music 
landscape. It leaves you breathless with its range 
of facilities and level of child catering and has the 
added advantage of being in the heart of skiing 


to the veiy edge of the steaming water... 

A simple family room for four on the all- 
inclusive tariff costs from 1,040 Austrian schillings 
per person, per night (around £50.) There are 
reduced rates for children and special offers 
depending on season. Packages can be booked 
through Lauda Air, with dally flights from 
Gatwick to Salzburg. 

If you are looking for a wider range of personal 
recommendations, your best bet might be to talk 
to a small hotel bookings agency, such as Room 


Service, which specialises in family-owned 
independent hotels in Italy, Spain, France and 
Portugal. Room Service director Victoria Riela 
personally visits all the hotels on her books and 
only deals with non-chain establishments. The 
company can also arrange flights, car hire and 
persona] itineraries. 

Chateau Le Motu Epinguet, 50700 Brix, Normandie 
(00 33 233 41 96 31). Hostal Los Pinos, Cola son 
l ioaue, PoUensa, Majorca (003471 S3 12 10). 
Theresia Gartenhotel A-5754 Saalhach- 
Hinterglemm 20# Salzburger Land, Austria (00 43 
6541 7414). Room Service : 0171-636 6S8& 


V THE INDEPENDENT 


WIN a set of Modern Classics 

and a SANYO Actioncam Point and Shoot Palmcorder 


r 
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Modem Classics Is tie essential col- 
lection tor any film bull to add to 
their library, films which have been 
selected tor their pioneering acting, 
technical craft and scriptwrttlng. 

This collection includes Raging 
Bull, 2001 A Space Odyssey, The 
Defiant Ones, In the Heat of the 
Night, Midnight Cowboy, Ryan’s 
Daughter, Get Carter, Last Tango in 
Paris, Annie Hall, Manhattan, 
Ra Inman and Thelma and Lotrfse. 

We have a fuR set of twelve videos 
and a SANYO Actioncam Point and 
Shoot Palmcorde r to win. 


With each video is the original the- 
atrical trailer and informative film 
guide Including cast details and full 
synopsis. 

To enter this MGM Modem Classics 
compgition simply dial the number 
below, answer the ton owing ques- 
tion on line leaving your name and 
full address : 

Which famous actor piayed in both 
Midnight Cowboy and Rahman? 


Cali 0930 525 737 
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The Honshu shuffle 


Simon Calder dodged the bullet and dallied in a corner of Japan 
a million miles from the mad metropolis 


B eyond a certain point, you tell 
yourself, all travel on a Japan Rail 
Pass is free. Seven days on the 
nation's rails cost me £160, which 
also happens to be the price of the 
400 -mile round-trip dash between 
Okayama and Tokyo. As the bullet train rico- 
cheted into Okayama station. 1 managed to 
convince myself l was making a profit. 

In any list of great travel deals of the world, 
the Japan Rail Pass would be right up there 
alongside domestic flights in Ecuador (run by 
the air force, with fares as low a S £) and the 
Woolwich Feny (free, with splendid inews of 
the Thames, the City and Greenwich). But 
unlike either of these, the rail pass lasts a week 

and is utterly dependable. . . 

The temptation, though, is to race back and 
forth along the thousands of high-speed nuks 
of track. Instead, once you have barrelled down 
to Okayama, switch to local trains to shuttle 
happily and economically between towns and 
cities in Western Honshu. 

Honshu is the heart of the island at the cen- 
tre of the world's most powerful archipelago. 
But as soon as vou get east of Kobe, the eco- 
nomic miracle vanishes in a puff of morning 
mist rising timidly from each neat and tidy rice- 
field Suddenly 120 million people disappear. 
Japan abruptly stops being intimidatingly 
crowded and takes on a human scale. 

Previously. Okayama had been a brief blur 
(I had whizzed through at 130mph on a not- 
stopping-for-unyone express). But this city, the 
size of Sheffield, turns out to possess a garden 
whose formality is matched by its flair A mile- 
long. comma-shaped island in the middle of an 
unremarkable river has been endowed with 
perfect garden grammar. Every blade of grass, 
each pebble, all the intrigue of passionately 
entwined branches seem calculated to reward 
the visitor whose eyes are fully open. 

Paths invite the eye to dance seductively 
down to the water, which has suddenly attained 
a new sparkle. Trees reveal a seaet semaphore, 
commanding your vision to appreciate fully the 
spaces thev define. Shrubs, looking as tough as 
the grave f that washes silently between them, 
add punctuation to the stream of horticultural 
consciousness. 

And all before elevenses. 

Which is jolly good news, because as a djs- 


I 


and tangles of noodles. In return for £1, she 
will combine them into an instantly devouiable 
bowlful, prod a pair of chopsticks towards you 
and enjoy watching your eyes reveal the eager 

anticipation of your stomach. 

All fuelled up, you need somewhere to gp. 
Tourist trails are carved out with a vengeance 
and a permanence in Japan, which makes it 
easy to find Kurashiki (20 minutes by implau- 
sibly frequent train from Okayama). When 
Japanese people yearn for a sense of histopr 
andculture, they could hop on a pU^ e J-° 
Europe. But it is more convenient to make tor 
the closest thing to a tidy Dutch village, and 

Kurashiki is it. _ _ 

A canal sidles up from the Sea of Japan to 
this market town. Anywhere else in this high- 
achieving country, the waterway would have 
been covered over and the warehouses flat- 
tened. What seems to have happened is that an 
enlightened entrepreneur bought up the site 
and decided that the warehouses, now empty 
of rice, could store works of art A consignment 
of Impressionists was ordered up, augmented 
by local and Chinese art, and housed m a Neo- 
Classical chamber. This stands, without apol- 
ogy for its architectural eccentricity, amid som- 
bre warehouses whose reflections add gravitas 
to those of the tearful willows in the canal. 

Any surviving sense of profundity is extin- 
guished by the constant sequence of group pho- 
tos beside one of the more picturesque bridges. 
Manv of the subjects are clutching gansh 
orange and green cones, the preferred colours 
for serving ice cream hereabouts. 


Japan Jaunts 


Strangely, though, you begin toget sucked 
in to the notion that the group what is 

and is not an attractive place to visit Kurashiki 

is definitely in. . . .... 

Happily for those still in possession of indi- 
viduality, the town surrounding the photo- 
opportunities is warm, friendly and easy to get 
loTin, especially if you derige » 
shower by diving into the covered market Its 
tentades extend all over town, spitting youout 
beside a quiet shrine to pacificism, marked 
“May peace prevail on Earth”. 

McDonald’s prevails in Kurashiki, as rtdoe; 
in countless Japanese towns and cities. To get 
away from the nagging encroachment of mass- 
market mediocrity, just wave the rail pass regaQy 
at the ticket collector and dumber on to a tram 
that is only distantly related to rolling stock ot 
the bullet calibre. You ascend from the neon 
into a plain where pastel colours are toned 
down a few notches by an overcaa ^.pre- 
senting a muted version of a Constable land- 
scape. But rather than parish chutes, Bud- 
dhist shrines are planted in the mui^e distance. 

Tb make the most of this rural idyll, jump 
off at Soja station and demand a bicycle. The 
stationmaster keeps them in his office, and 
rents them to ticket-holders at £1 an hour. 

It would be surprising if many English- 
speakers have come this way before, though 
I hope some may do so now. But the ^cie 
routethrough the Kibi Flam is picked out with 
polite direction signs in English, steering you 
across a landscape that man has subdued with 

the greatest respect. A succession of gentle 
lanes leads you spinning past and 

across streams, then beneath * e s ^ ad ^ ° f 
hills whose heights are commanded try the ele- 
gant arcs of shrines. At one stage ^ present 
intervenes with a throaty roar from the traf- 
fic on the Sanyo Expressway, but quickly the 
past rains the upper hand. Kibitsu, the village 
Sat donates its name to the plane, issoplacid 
that it could be a Provencal hamlet during the 
lunchtime lull. The pace of life has slowed to 

that of a chess-game. , , . . 

As the peace of the plain is broken by the 
ij twin Suet abandon VOUT 


Getting there • • • • 

Simon Calder paid £873. Cmduding tax) for a 
ticket on Japan Airlines from Heathrow to 
Tokyo, returning from Osaka, through the air 
line’s subsidiary JaRours (0171-495 1775). 

The fare falls to £849 at the end of August 
i Lower fares are available on airlines such as 

| /teroflot (for exam P^ i STan^n your 

: 0171-2244678),oras^ofajown^^ | at Kibitsu collects them 

: trafla: LondorhTokyo^ydney and backcosts . ^ „ nl , lnna track- and sends them 

1 less than London-Tokyo return. I 


pensarv of fast, tasty and nutritious toon, w 
Japan Railways station buffet cannot be beaten 
(even by the Ecuadorean air force catering 
corps and cafes in Woolwich). The sisterly set- 
up is the same wherever you are. A smiling 

■ - i_i j i rife m hnntn SllT- 


: Getting around • 

• JaMnurs also sold him the rail pass, costing 
: £146 for a week of unflmtted travel. 


vroman, crinkled by time, sits in a booth sur- 
■ h-lik 


woman, emuucu uj - — - - 

rounded by witch-like broths, heaps of spices 


; Getting information i 

| japan National Tourist Organisation, 20 Sav- j 
1 ||e Row, London W1 (0171-734 9638). : 


Dixe: me sumuuiu*™-‘ — — . .. 

up for his pal along the track, and sends them 
back on the next train home. So you can com- 
plete the circle without backtracking yourself. 

As a comically archaic and excessively 
orange local train clanked un“rraidy mto 
Okayama, a quick calculation revealed that you 
could easily have travelled to Nagasaki and 
back in the time I had devoted to an obscure 
owner of Japan. But on this day, and any day, 

... . , l- t:«o than a hilllflt. 
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Go for the wildlife in South Australia. 
Hop over to Kangaroo Island for the 
seals, roos and koalas. Get a taste of 
the Barossa Valley vineyards and chili 
out in laid back Adelaide. For how to 
go, where to stay and the 
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Austravel's Great Escape. 
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Bright lights, 

big city 

If ~f e r 1° k® dominated by unflappable fleets 
.. ^r- IS ^‘ ^ 0W mu lti-lane highway - and 
e tsig Mac - have come to Shanghai, writes 
Patrick Conner 
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n its great old days, when 
the lavatories were 
imported from Britain and 
Noel Coward was in resi- 
dence, the Peace Hotel in 
Shanghai was the last word in 
cosmopolitan sparkle. Now in 
the gloomy foyer there stands 
a Mulri-media Information 
Kiosk. At the touch of a button 
we learn that, in Coward's day, 
the hotel was called the Cathay 

— or, as the Kiosk endearingly 
describes it, the Cathy - and 
that it was once voted “most 
famous hotel in the world". 

Yet nostalgia cuts little icc in 
modem Shanghai. Like the 
other pre-war hotels of the city 

- the Park, which was the tallest 
building in the Far East, and 
the grandly-porticoed Pacific - 
the Peace Hotel has been over- 
taken in die race to attract the 
new upmarket business clien- 
tele. The Shanghainese have 
always regarded themselves as 
a cut above other Chinese in 
style and the ability to make 
money. When they look at the 
rapid rise of Hong Kong, they 
attribute it not so much to 
Western savvy as to the enter- 
prise of the many Chinese who 
came from Shanghai to Hong 
Kong after 1949, and who in 
several cases created colossal 
fortunes. Now that Hong Kong 
has been placed on a (nearly) 
equal footing with the rest of 
China, will, not Shanghai soon 
rival, and 
indeed eejipse, 
the , former 
British colony? 

This ques- 
tion has been 
much debated 
recently in the 
Hong Kong 
press, and it 
springs to 
mind again as 
one looks from 
the Peace 
Hotel’s once- 
gliitering din- 
ing room at the 
new Shanghai 
across the 
Huangpu River. The last time 
I sat here, seven years ago, the 
eastern district of Pudong was 
a nondescript suburb; now its 
Oriental Pearl TV Tower dom- 
inates the city, and around it 
have sprouted a group of spec- 
tacular buildings which resem- 
ble the dust-jacket of a sci-fi 
novel. 

The Peace Hotel stands on 
the Bund, the long, curving 
embankment that was firet 
developed by the British in the 
middle of the J9th centuty. 
Shanghai is not ashamed of its 
semi-colonial past. It has pre- 
served the imposing bank and 
hotel buildings along the 
Bund; these great grey relics, 
built in styles varying from 
Harrods Baroque to orien- 
talised Deco, have been des- 
ignated historic monuments; 
and the British-! exiting bronze 
lions which once guarded the 
entrance to the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Bank may now be 
admired in the Shanghai 
Museum of History. 

Yet even the Bund has had 
to change. The quayside itself 
has recently been raised to 
form a pedestrian walkway, 
while the road along the Bund 
has become a 12 -lane highway. 
At the northern end the road 
is about to sweep up over tne 
old French settlement, to be 
linked with a concrete network 
of overhead highways, in an 
attempt to ease the city’s mon- 
strous congestion. 

In every sense, cars are m 
the ascendant. Private vehicles 
are still scarce, but the stT ®£j s 
are now ruled by taxis. For- 
merly the balance of power lay 
with armies of cyclistawno- 

after a volley of blasts from 
driver’s horn, might change 
direction by a few degrees hke 
a lake ruffled by a jBgrte 
breeze- Yet now the taster 
may accelerate directly 
towards an oncoming column 



of cyclists, scattering them to 
right and left. 

There isn't much that you 
can t buy in Shanghai. On 
Fangbang Street in the old 
city you can pick up aged eggs, 
skinned ducks and lop-eared 
puppies. My own most satisfy- 
ing purchase, for about £U was 
a foldaway battery-driven 
potato- peeler. 1 feel confident 
that back home in Heme Hill, 
this gadget will place us at the 
cutting edge of culinary style. 

The Bond Street of Shanghai 
is Nanjing Dong Lu (once 
known as Bubbling Well Road), 
where, it is said, the traffic has 
only once been halted - for the 
shooting of Spielberg's Empire 
of the Sun. The ground floor of 
the old East Asia Hotel is now 
a clothing store: the man- 
nequins are Western, with 
sharp noses and blond hair, 
although, less predictably, the 
lips of the male mannequins 
are purple. A few yards down, 
a fine old Si no-classical build- 
ing with giant columns is shared 
by McDonald’s and Pizza Hut. 

But it's not all burgers and 
fizzy pop. Culture is alive and 
well, both Chinese and West- 
ern. “Shanghai Spring" was the 
title of the May music festival, 
with events ranging from a 
piano recital in honour of 
Beethoven, to Let’s Pull 
Tbgetherby the Hangzhou Com- 
edy Troupe. In the middle of 
People’s Square 
stands the city's 
great show- 
piece, the new 
Shanghai Mus- 
eum. In front 
of it, elderly 
couples waltz 
beside foun- 
tains flanked by 
ceremonial 
bronze urns; as 
the visitor 
approaches, he 
or she becomes 
aware of a mel- 
low rendering 
of “The Blue 
Danube” issu- 
ing from the depths of the urns. 

Thus soothed, you enter the 
museum. The new displays 
are truly splendid — informa- 
tive, varied, stimulating.1 was 
privileged to eat lunch in the 
museum staff canteen: copious 
quantities of soup, rice, scram- 
bled egg and salty meat. 
Despite being the only West- 
erner there, I scarcely received 
a second glance from the staff 
(the Shanghainese have no 
doubt seen more than enough 
Westerners during the last 150 
years), although 1 think nty 
elderly briefcase attracted one 
or two pitying stares. 

If the new museum is a 
haven of tranquillity, else- 
where one is constantly 
reminded that Shanghai con- 
tains 13 million people in an 
area appreciably smaller than 
Londoa The traditional gar- 
dens of Yu Yuan must be the 
most crowded gardens on 
earth; rhe pavilions have 
names like “Hall of Peaceful 
Contemplation", but there’s 
not much chance of that The 
antique market outside the 
old city is a good deal more 
relaxing. Here I nearly bought 
a stylish pair of 1940-vintage 
Chinese spectacles; Qing 
Dynasty, the stallholder 
assured me. 

If anyone doubts the Shang- 
hainese awareness of the out- 
side world, they have only to 
watch the giant video screen m 
people’s Square. As night fell 
, I watched as Clinton and var- 
ious Chinese leaders came and 
went, each of them 50ft tall 
and portrayed in livid hyper- 
colour. I lingered in case of a 
glimpse of British leaders. My 
patience was finally rewarded 
by a newsflash from Man- 
chester. No politicians were in 
view, however it was the final 
of the world table-tennis 
championship. The winner, of 

course, was China. 


WORLDCOVER 


ANNUM. TRAVEL INSURE 

CALL L$ ON 0800 365 1 21 


There are no direct flights 
between the UK ana 
Shanghai. Austrian Airlines 
has a fligfit via Vienna, which 
Travelmood ( 0171-258 0280) 
is offering for £509 return, 
including tax Other options 
an available from Regent 
Holidays (01179211711). 
British passport holders need 
a Chinese lira, obtainable 
through the China Travel 
Service, 7 Upper St Martin 's 
Lane WC2H 9DL (0171-836 
3688 ) 
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Will Shanghai 
become the 
new Hong 
Kong? The 
Pudong dis- 
trict, left, and 
the Pearl TV 
tower, 
bottom left 
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THE WHITE PAPER ON 
HIGHER EDUCATION 
IS NOT ALL BAD NEWS. 
MR BLUNKETT FORGOT 
TO MENTION THE FREE 
CDS, VIDEOS & BURGERS 


For over £135 off CDs, videos, burgers and much more, take part in The Independent's ‘£2.5 Million Student Passport to 
Independence’ competition. To enter, just get an entry form from Which Way? magazine, free with the paper on 13th August, 

and collect Ttttois from The Independent and ^dependent on Sunday from mm TITOTTDITmMT 

the 14th August 20000 booklets available. Open to UCAS applicants only. 1 JUi JJJMl 1 
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Haven 

on 

earth 


Jack O’Sullivan discovers how 
Britain's urban parks are being 
rescued from dereliction 

T he Temple, a sandstone Georgian 
folly once visited by Wellington. 
Disraeli and General Tom Thumb, is 
a grand romantic gesture- Perched ori 
the highest point of the 
Heaton Park, one of Europe s largest 
urban public spaces, it looks down over oenWd 
Manchester and speaks of gender times. But the 
view has changed since the park was the pnde and 
iovof Mancunians. The park's centrepiece, Heaton 
Hall built in 1772 for the Earls of Wilton and one 
of the finest examples of a Wyatt 9°^ 
hoarded up. Two huge lions, cast in lead by John 
rS which once adorned the entrance and 
fascinated generations of children, have been 
removed to protect them from further vandalism. 
Other buildings are derelict, no-go areas to the 

PU I b fs C 'a familiar story - a great urban p^hani 
won by the Victorians, let run to rum by their great- 
orandrhildren We didn’t notice until it was almost 

^cio^ve places which, in their hey^.^ 

where many people spent their summer holiday. 
^Typically, decline in parks like this one dates 
from the Second World War. when tte cast-iron 
railings were sacrificed to the war effort; parks 
couldno longer be secured at night After the war, 
dannere were more interested in spending on 
slunTclearance and new roads. Le Corbusiers 



the Temp*® 81 



have been able ^ intrc * 

dncoon ofdcsc^ciron on ^. Water 

“ «° t S$D?ccJwes and electrta* cables ™n 

Sfbein the cleaning ami^ 

Ms Grant h3S „ C S^t e woA is done in the ■ 


Modernism was not interested in ornate, deco- 
rated landscapes. While rural areasenjoyedthe 
protection of the Countryside Commission, urban 
spaces were abandoned to blighted obscurity. 
After all, why bother with Heaton park 
north side of Manchester, when you could drive 

t0 The^paiks’ 5 departments disappeared into 
^Leisure Services", their horbo^ral 
expertise and political clout lost, leaving th parks 
S^ed of funding as sports centres got the rash. 
Abolition of park-keepers, victims 
competitive tendering was an almc* .fetal btaw. 
They were replaced by unaccountable i outside 
contractors, charged with mowumthe 
a fortnight and dumping wood cbippm^around 
the roses. Municipal neglect was matched by 


which hasacupola as its main 
Etruscan style, will soon be i^owat^In. d^ 
British Folk Art exhibition is already 

For Hazel Conway, autnor oi mrec E?"*? Oranaerv, until recently a shabby shell 

Britain’s urban parks, the of its former glory, is now a restaurant, catenas 

park in Halifax symbolised the tragedy. A wbol w^dmzs. A new pavilion has been built for 
™ * nTSie terrace had to be enclosed 

^ ahd an aromatic garden ^ t^mdjs 
planned. Derelict bufldmgs are due 
The park is now locked at i 
new litter bins are regularly 
at Heaton Park will host the lawn bowls con^ti 
lions for the Commonwealth Games “ 

Two factors explain the turnabout - £3 .4m aUo 

fully restored, its stone interior m™- S'J 



vandalism, which, once left unrepaired, grew in its 
dC ^r Hazefconway, author of three books on 

£« 5 -^WSS^JSffi 

WKSSKNKtS 

i^hardboard to prevent ^mhei^^dabs^ 
Yet, even then, they were ^ 
opnpral oublic, the murder of Rachel Nickell on 
Wimbledon Common evoked a sense that many 

toaclcse. We 

are^tSnga great revival of the Bndsh urban 
■ £ie Temple at Heaton Park 
restored, its stone rntenor marble fireplace 
- i u flnnr nnn> more a resting place for 


evenmg,maldngt^pa Ucset 

it is clean each nwrn“>& “ ^ore likely to he 
free when they anwe, _tnqi ^ ^ return- once 

to the Some f 70m has already 

a problem, rather th^ “ v/e will soon see 
EESLS the VicWriansdid, as the jewc, in 
the crown of every town. 
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nm clearance and new roads. Le Corbusiers tne 

Refuge of pirates and puffins 

. p.A i/Aii ran Hn its circular , _ « r continued nortl 


L undy is an elusive island float- 
ing tantalisingly off the north 
coast of Devon. A former 
refuge of rebels, pirates and 
smugglers, it lies below the 
Bristol Channel, its western shore pum- 
melled by the Atlantic. 

At Bideford I set sail on the charm- 
ing 1950s MS Oldenburg for the 23-raile 
voyage to the island, which I had last 
seen earlier in the summer shimmering 
in a violet heat-haze. . 

Today was different. The wind was 
ousting a brisk damp south-westerly as 
we chugged down the river Tomdge 
from Bideford. Once out to sea the ship 
developed an idiosyncratic roU-and- 
shudder movement soon imitated oy 
some of the 260 passengers Kindly and 
efficient crew members handed out 
paper bags and napkins then wrapped 
the most queasy passengers m fluBy 
blankets and stowed them gently down 
below. Someone told me it wasn t always 
so - this was her 13th trip to Lundy. 

Enormous basking sharks began to 
accompany us, slurping plankton, and 1 
was glad not to be one of the many pas- 
sengers with Martian complexions lean- 

in X"u"l^d%^re4 

shore by Rat Island (last refuge of the 
British black rat) is only ai^ib^ by 
small craft Curious seals bobbed °utof 
the water as we disembarked by launch 

and rubber dinghy. 

The heaving sea tnp meant that time 


Lundy is tiny, so you can do its circular 
walk quite quickly, perhaps using your 
new sea-gait. By Sally Kindberg 

on d* land before die mmn. Jgmg 

was limited. On the Mrbeadi l beaded th stalwart British campers 

right, up a steep path wknert dark ^ lQving every moment 

SK&iBfiSSBS, 3 sS£!SBS«B 

'^Sasfr'SK saRSSfffiissK 

for the piousHeavenfam^,^ ^“ndyis thrsite of 137 ship"^ 
sloping inward to catch P”** ^cal The weather cleared a little and 1 
water, is an early exampte of ecotogi __ nQith agailli enticed by visions 

soundness. This house, bk ® one of pu ffins with stripy beaks, mid images 
properties on Lundy (includ g 0 f guillemots’ eggs, a former Lundy del- 

lighthouse) is maintained and admuifr “8““*, §5T and almost conical 
tered by the Landmark Trust, and can be m off iedges). 

rented from them. *»,.« villa*.* curv- 1 I passed the Lundy Shop, which sells 

I followed the track to the village curv : rt( M,.Hin<r Lundvs own 

ing up to the left A sharp left takes you 

. .L.n.l, I rv "Marisco Castle, built 


IfoU^^tothevm^ ^iSKndy'. <£>> 
ing up to the left A sharp left tdn P" S .rains. “Puffinage" was intro- 
to the 13th-century Marisa) C^e.buUt po^_^ l92 9by the then owner of the 
as a fortress by Henry ffl after he ? { ani Martin Hanner, when the fast 

"5 "S^v ManK ° red and bine pdta ' Si 



land two giant w, 

church of St Helena s on J2L disravered in the 1850s, hidtten 

ing across turf that was curiously IwunqL and slate slabs. Over to the 

That, and my nautical gait, was ha g Ught, a sturdy Hghtho^e 

a strange effect on my progj®*- designed by Daniel Alexander, mxjitect 

Dome-shaped structures i loomed out ^ ^ Buflt ta 18 20,it is 

of the mist swirling in a .field on my 1 ^ flats for visitors, and has 

Disappointingly, what I had ^pe M uninter rupted view of the Atlantic. 

Unless it's foggy- 


The South Ught fog-warning bel- 
lowed mournfully as I continued north. 
On my right were man-sized marker 
stones shawled with oust Beyondthem 
were the wateiy Lucdy Roads, a safe 
haven for ships trying to shelter from the 

off for the mainland, so I headed back. 
Given a little more time, however, yw 
can complete the circular wdk-^w$ 
is only three miles long tad half a mde 
wide. I must have walked a little under 
two miles but I bad had no rcalfitic*Me 
of scale, and time had passed far too 
quickly. I knew I would have to come 
back to this intriguing island. 

Eventually I joined other ^passengers, 
their cheeks now heaftMy flushed, 
streaming back to the landing bay. 
Below us was the Oldenb^ floatmgo 
a calmer sea, ready to sail with the tide. 

Onraon the island take the path to the 
right, pass Millcombe House and follow 
track toleft and right again. StHefenas 
church is on left Mow track through 
village and head north towards Quarter 
WaH. 

gas rg*a» 

£12 for the round trip. Sailing mforma 
lion 01237 470422. 
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I do not usually have much time 
for townspeople who come out 
to live in villages and then 
complain about the noise and 
smells. Immigrants to the country 
must expect cows to Mow, do^s 
to bray/tractors to roar, chain-raws 
to scream and sflage cfamps to sunk 
tike the effluent from hell. 

Peacocks, however, are something 
eli ^e^gravation they cause is in 

a class of its own, and I cannot help 
feeling sorry for ^ pwpleof 
Avebury who are being dnven 
demented by the four birds - 
property of the National Trust - that 
roam the Wiltshire village. 

A long-term peacock-owner 
myself, I know how the sufferers 
feel: and experience has taught me 
that it is unfair all round to keep 
such large birds, which are only half- 
domesticated, in any environment 

chared by humans. 

Once you have seen peacocks in 

their natural state, you cannot 

contemplate incarcerating them m 
any form of cage, however large. Nor 
can you pinion them, to stop theni 
Sfok because they must roost aloft 

roamlfreefri 

bound to cause intense veown. 

It was trips to India and Nepal 
that encouraged us to take on 
JSSiS never forget an 

spent darting ^rhinos in the 

Terai, the plain south of : the 

' Himalayas. As om elephants 

crunched through the jeroMu^ 
SxSs exploded in bomb-burstt of five 

or^rSm bin 8 stee P ly agam ^ h 
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Duff Hart-Davis 


Immigrants to 
the country 
must expect 
cows to 
bellow, 
donkeys to 
bray and 
chain-saws to 
scream. But 
peacocks are 
something 
else ... 


Harding white backdrop of eternal 
snow peaks on the northern horizon. 

In England, our first three birds 
were two hens and a male whom my 
wife named Shalimar. We were then 
living in the Chiltems, and the farm 
was so isolated that there was 
nobody in earshot to be tormented 
by the brazen screeches of “Ay- 
ORRRR, Ay-ORRR" which 
Shalimar continually trumpeted out 
in spring. 

We ourselves suffered most from 
free-lance avian gardening. Pacing 
the flowerbeds, endlessly inquisitive, 
the peacocks would nip off bud after 
bud eating some but dropping most 
of them disdainfully to the ground 
Whenever they decided to take a 
dust-bath in the vegetable patch, it 
was curtains for whole crops, young 
or old. 

Mercifully perhaps, our flock 
never increased much. The hens 
nested in the nettles behind the 
farmyard but cats or foxes got most 
of the chicks, and Shalimar - driven, 
no doubt, by the instinct to preserve 
his personal supremacy - revealed a 
distressing propensity for murdering 
his own offspring. 

So it was that when we moved to 
our present home in 1985 we still 
had only four birds. Catching them 
for transportation was a saga in 
itself, but we managed it by fixing up 
the door of a stable with a long 
draw-string, luring the peacocks 
inside along a trail of corn, and 
yanking the trap shut from a 
distance. 

After being driven down the M4 in 
individual hessian sacks, they soon 
took to their new surroundings. But 
here, though again out in the sticks. 


we lack the final degree of isolation. 

A lane runs past the house, and we 
have one neighbour, a keen and 
skilful gardener. 

It was one thing for passers-by to 
gawp in admir ation as Shalimar 
displayed cm the terrace, with 100 
violet eyes glaring from the 
iridescent green of his fanned-out 
tail feathers; quite another when our 
neighbour’s rows of newly-sown 
carrots were left looking like an 
exhibit in the Imperial War Museum 
— a relief model of the battle of the 
Somme, all mounds and craters. 

One spring, our sunning female ^ 
hatched out three male chicks, and 
when these all grew into strapping 
teenagers, we decided that the family 
must go. They were taken on by kind 
friends in Oxfordshire - but there 
they created even worse havoc than 
with us. . . . 

Decamping across country into the 
nearest village, they took up 
residence in trees around the 
graveyard and split the community, 
exactly as in Avebury. One faction 
demanded their imm ediate removal ■■ 
or extermination; the other . 
threatened to prosecute anyone who 
laid a finger on them. 

Here, Shalimar lived on fora yep* 
in solitary splendour, sometimes . 
doing no mean damage to visiting 
cars, in whose gleaming paintwork : 
he discerned phantom rivals. . - ; jg. 

Eventually, one winter dawn, _ W:' 
got him in the orchard; and unless* 
win the Lottery, so that I can 
stately home in the middle of a 50tr 
acre park, I do not think we shall 
ever replace him. 


More noisy neighbours on pa^ 22 
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S uccessional sowing of seeds in 
the vegetable garden is very- 
much easier to work out on 
paper than it is in practice. On 
paper you make neat little notes 
reminding yourself to sow salad 
j crops such as leaf lettuce, radish and 
’ •«* | rocker at regular two-week intervals 
• ! through the summer. You construct little 

C 700 73? ! planslike crossword puzzles, showing how 
“ ; ail this is going to fit in on the ground avail- 

able. But the weather is not a ciock- 
__ i £y watcher. One sowing bolts, another sulks, 
lift? « ’d The resu lt? A monumental pile-up of 


Sow now, to cut colourful, tasty leaves until the end of the autumn, writes Anna Pavord 
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The result? A monumental pile-up of 
crops all ripening at the same time. 

This is all part of the process of learning 
how to garden. When you start off, you think 
there must be rules to obey, and that if you 
obey them, success will naturally follow. As 
you go on, you learn that rules are much less 
useful than the ability to interpret what is 
going on round you. Your own eyes are far 
more valuable than any rule-book. 

Some years, you can smoothly follow a 
sowing of broad beans with a planting of 
cabbages or sprouting broccoli, set in the 
same ground that the beans have been 
growing in. This year, 1 couldn’t The 
beans (‘Green Windsor’, Johnsons, £1.45) 
went in on 17 March, two double rows. The 
crop, an enormous one, was not finally 
cleared off until the end of July, later than 
I had expected. 


So the succession I had planned - a row 
of purple sprouting broccoli and a row of 
crinkly savoy cabbage - had to be kept wait- 
ing in the wings. Seeing some time ago, that 
the broad beans were not going to give way 
in time for a smooth transfer. I potted up 
some of the cabbage and broccoli seedlings 
and grew them on in pots, until they could 
be transplanted. It worked fine. They are 
planted out now, netted against the pigeons. 

The ‘Douce Provence’ peas (Marshalls, 
99p) have come and gone, too, and there’s 
another long space where the first early 
potatoes, ‘Accent’, have been lifted. 
Although sowing seed seems more of a 
spring than a late summer activity, there are 
in fact plenty of vegetables that can be 
grown from seed now in spare patches of 
ground. 

Autumn salads are perhaps the most use- 
ful. Chervil, chicory, endive, radicchio, 
corn salad, land cress and purslane are all 
easy and relatively quick. All can be picked 
when young to make mixed leaf salads that 
will keep you going until next spring. 

Aniseed-flavoured fresh chervil is a rev- 
elation to anyone who is used ODly to the 
dried kind. It is one of the ingredients in the 
classic fines herbes mix called for in French 
cookery. It's an umbellifer, like our native 
cow parsley, and has the same kind of very 
finely cut leaves. It grows fast You can 
gather it six or eight weeks after sowing 


Grown in deep boxes in a cool greenhouse, 
it will give fresh supplies of leaves all 
through the winter. It prefers shade to sun, 
which is useful in our shady garden. 

Suffolk Seeds offer two kinds: plain 
(90p), and curled (85p). The curled is the 
prettier of the two. Sow it as thinly as pos- 
sible, either in rows, or broadcast It is won- 
derful chopped into an omelette with pars- 
ley and chives. 

Chicory, endive and radicchio are all ide- 
ally suited for la t e-summer sowing. If you 
sow endive before August, it often runs 
straight to seed. As it is hardier than let- 
tuce, you can harvest it until Jamiaiy. 
Endive used to be grown in great quanti- 
ties in the market gardens round London, 
blanched and protected from severe frosts 
by a light covering of hay. The variety ‘Sally’ 
(Marshalls, £1.05) is self-blanching. The 
centre of each plant is packed with small 
white leaves, which gradually darken as 
rhey age. 

The names are muddling. In France, 
curly endives such as ‘Sally’ are called 
chicorie fris6e, and the stuff we call Belgian 
chicory, looking like small cream bombs, 
is called endive, hi growing terras, the major 
difference is that endive is an annual. 
Chicory is not, and m its second year, if you 
let it run up to seed, it produces tall sheaves 
of sky blue flowers. 

There’s just time to squeeze in a late 


sowing of the red-leaved chicory, which we 
generally call radicchio. ‘Rossa di Treviso’ 
is an old Italian variety with bright red, 
pointed leaves, a decorative enough veg- 
etable to grow in the flower garden. It is 
veiy hardy. Sow the seed no more than half- 
an-inch deep, in rows about 1ft apart. As 
the plants develop, thin them out until the 
‘ remaining ones stand about 1ft apart You 
can use the thinnings in salads. 

The ideal way to pick chicory and endive 
is to remove a few leaves at a time, from 
young, scrunchy plants. If you want to cut 
a whole head, make the cut an inch or so 
above the neck. Then the plant will sprout 
again. 

Sugar loaf chicory is the one that looks 
like a cos lettuce, with tall leaves wrapped 
around a tight heart You don’t need to 
blanch it as you do with the Belgian, 
bomb-like chicory. ‘Crystal Head’ (Mar- 
shalls, 95p) is a sturdy variety that takes 
more frost than lettuce can stand. ‘Bianca 
di Milano* (Suffolk, 85p) is a reliable Ital- 
ian variety. You can either leave the plants 
as they stand, and use them as a cut-and- 
come-again crop (start cutting when the 
leaves are about 3in high), or thm the plants 
out to about 1ft apart to grow on into 
adults. 

The Oriental equivalents of these crops 
are mibuna, pak choi and Chinese cabbage. 
They are also ideal for autumn planting. If 


you want to cheat (as I do) you can order 
young plants to set direct into the ground. 
Marshalls is offering 60 plants for £9.95. 
You get a dozen each of five different kinds, 
including the vigorous mibuna called 
‘Green Spray*. 

Mibuna has long, narrow leaves that 
grow in an elegant clump, arching out 
slightly from the centre. The dumps can be 
almost 2ft across. Like its cut-leaved rela- 
tive mizuna, it prefers cool to beat If you 
treat it as a cut-and-come-again plant, you 
can start to harvest a crop within a month. 
The flavour is mild, if you eat the leaves 
young. They toughen up as they age. It is 
equally good raw in a salad, or used in a 
quick stir-fry. 

The other vegetables in Marshalls Ori- 
ental package are the pak choi ‘Mei Qing 
Chof, kai laan, which you use a bit like our 
sprouting broccoli, a hybrid Chinese kale 
called ‘Autumn Poem’, and the Chinese 
cabbage ‘Kasumr’. Stuffed cabbage recipes 
usually stipulate European-style cabbage, 
but the Chinese type is just as good, and 
doesn’t need so much cooking. 

Orders for oriental \ regctables must be in by 
the end of August Contact SE Marshall, 
Wisbech, Cambridgeshire PE13 2RF ( 01945 
466711). Suffolk Herbs are at Monks Farm, 
Coggeshall Rd, Kdvedon, Essex COS 9PG 
( 01376572456 ) 


S tart a lavender hedge 
by taking cuttings (3- 
4ins long) of non- 
flowering shoots and 
striding them round the 
edge of a pot of sandy 
compost. Keep them in the 

cold frame or a shady place 
where they will not dry out 
too quickly. Rooted plants 
can be sej out next spring. 

■Deutzias can also be 
. propagated now. They are 
medium-sized shrubs no 
more than 5ft high and 
wide, covered in dusters of 
flowers, white, pink or 
purple. Choose half-ripe 
lateral shoots (those that 
grow out from a main stem) 
and set them in sanity 
compost in pots oc a cold 
frame. Rooted plants can be 
set out next autumn. 
Philadelphus, senecio and 
shrubby grey-leaved 
artemisias such as A- 
arborescens can be treated in 
the same way. 

If you can bear to, cut 
back any violas and pansies 
that you want to increase 
and cover the crown of the 
plant with a finely sifted 
mixture of sandy soil This 
will encourage the plant to 
produce some good new 
growths. You can then pull 
these out with a few roots 
attached and pot them up to 
grow on as new plants. 

Take cuttings from tender 
plants such as geraniums. 
fuchsias, heUchrysums and 
penstemons. All these root 
easily in small pots, but must 
be given frost protection 
through the winter before 
they are planted ont again 
late next spring. 

Cut back tarragon, mint, 
savory and other such herbs. 
This will force them to make 
useful fresh new growth. 
Fennel heads are 
handsomely in flower now, 
but need to be cut down 
before the seeds spread over 
the garden. 

Ctydamen conns that have 
been resting can be started 
into growth again now. 

Clean off all the old leaves, 
shake any loose soil off the 
roots and re-pot the conn in 
the smallest possible pot. 

Use John Innes No 2 
compost or its equivalent 
and set the corrn so that the 
top just shows above the - 
compost Spray the conn 
every day with tepid water 
to start it into growth. Do 
not bring the plant into the 
house until there are at least 
four flowers in bud. 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


AN ASHDOWN SPECIAL OFFER FOR AOGUST 

T 



You won’t find a more rewarding or more 
affordable way to transform the appearance of your 
garden with cascades of glorious summer colour. 

Imagine the possibilities. Use your arch to form 

romantic and fragrant entrances from one part of liEPaiH 

vour garden to another. As a focal point over a path, 

framing a gateway or even as a charming floral porch 

over a door. A scries of arches draped with clematis 

wocarivc of the English country garden. 

Our special offer arch is based on a traditional 

design and is the natural and improved successor to 
the classic structures of the Vicionan era. 

Constructed from strong steel tube, finished with a 
maintenance-free black nylon coating with moulded 

joints and horizontals. Supplied ready for easy sen- vg*-*** 

assembly your arch will provide 

enduring pleasure for many years Normal despatch within s days but aHow 28 days far deth/wy 

10 come. Bui we do advise you to ASHDOWN SPECIAL OFFERS 

place your order now. East Grinstead, Sussex RHI92HG. 

The offer is only available by ^ ag< )^ g f ^a t mdunaBiiii>DaB»ni^a»iiiAca »BB4 rebo ot* DBxteidioBaan 



mail order to readers of this adver- 
tisement who respond beforethe 

offer doses on August 31st 19W. 


ORDER NOW - OFFER ENDS AUGUST 31 ST 


I P iaa<f< mo fa^Anf RffiP.AflCHEBat PtS.flSwanh4JS.B5 PAP. 

I Send cfw»J0 to Ashdown Speda Oilers. East Gnnsiead. Sussex RH 19 2HG. 

I Or charge MasterCard □ Vtea □ Sw*chD Total £ 

! r r n i i i l I i ) i i i ii i m mu 


I Name — 
1 Address. 


, Switch Issue No. 


■ Postcode — Tsfc 

* Pteasebck Here! yajitoirt weft wree»e other <rai 

I otas tarn sdeaed compares 


n w glao flrEngbntt 1062230 
□ WTNlimferZtOSfflaB 


i-SM "" 


” ctfrCARP/VI SA/SW 1TCH g 01342 310050 (24hrs) FAX: 01342 31 0099. 


To advertise in this 
section please call the 
Gardening Team on 
0171 293 2344. 



BtmtU hart cnSM a wougM 
tanrat. Mens* na Ms of 
tfesgns. For fuller data rend Sit* 

HortuifafiVMbereMi, 

Bridge, Northrebertet 
MB? mu. 


Tei: Q14J4o247Sa 


gardening 


POTTER 


RAHS-MUE FRdSTTBOet 
TBHACOTm 

nowwpoer and Mdfcna) 
hoiKiAUal warn vtfi a Bn yaw 

frostproof guarantee 

SALE IN 
IRELAND 

81 

■g utlwaUMiu *, Trim, 
Co Multi 

Mi ta 7 tb September 1997 

WE DELIVER 
WORLDWIDE 

mamMo na monpy enter lor 
WSIT TWEPOTTHIY: 
Open Moats Sat ant 
Bank HolMays 

WhfeMord Ptmry, WhKtftmi, 
NrShtoswionStour. 
WaiSsCVWS’G 

TM: 01606 684416 


BANGLEYS 

Aquatics..,.. 

LANGLEYS FARM, 
Nr. WHITE RODING, 
GREAT DUNMOW, 
ESSEX. 

Telephone: 101279) 876245 
OpcalluitvSMpjtt. 
my day bdodta* Be* HaBdapi 
A tpeaafoi water wrdea ceam 
landsopcd with dispb) 
op w JS.COT gaBom to 
juxmd B your leisure, 

SkkUsb a a vast onpe of 

2nd Mier garden equipment 
the beginner right through 
fa enttpast. 



Could a shed 
save your 
marriage? 
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Find our nn page 73 of 
Good Housekeeping 
magazine, August issue. 
On sale nuw 


HIGH REACH 

Fruit 

Picker 

YOuoti now reach and pkkalyootfiui In ripe tada 

perfect condition wWy and easMf from ttw ground 

The 4 Aghtmoght (AVnzI non-rust atuntinten poles 
extend the unquriy designed ' mechanical hamf picking 

head in 3ft stages ta reach even topmost but. 

Wien dosed the sEm 2' head glides eady through 
awbieud branches without snagging or knocking off 
hurt. 

The 3 softly padded ■fingers 1 open 12* a hand at the pul 
of a cord then dose to gently yet firady hold indhridual 
fruit ff fruit is ripe for picking, it comer off rasiy wtfi a 
half twist art kft without tugdng. 

This Frit Picker handles both ram and soft (ruts from 
large cooking apples down to phan size. Compactly 
pads away to 3H for storage. Strong, rahust 
amtmaun to yean of reliable picking. 

Today's g ar den in g Offer is exdlent value « 

£19.35 + £235 p&p. 

SfCVE £4 - 2 far £41 JO tod. pip. 

prompt 72 HOUR DE5MTCH. If not compietely . 

satisfied return withn 14 days for a fuH refund. 



Extends to 
provide an 
18ft reach 


PHONE YOUR ORDER NOW 

01536 720130 

MASTERCARD/VISA 


or post coupon to: 

Gardening Often IUSTO0159 (Dept HF32J 
88 Station Rd, Burton Latimer, 
VKffiTHAIVIS 8W15 5LW 


Please send me DFRUrr PICKER □ 2 FRUIT PICKERS 

I endose ChecpiefP.Os to £ payable to JusTbols® v debit my 

MASTERCARD or V15A card. 

Number '*** 

Signature Expiry DttB 

Name 

Addre* 


past Code 

JusTbots® (Dept HF32 ). 08 Station ltd, Burton Latimer; Northants NNT5&IW 

rjUMruca^xitteJunati 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


TURTLE DIR T TRAPPER MATS 

At loot - as seen at 
Garden and Flower 
Snow* nationwide - the 
door mat that really 
norfcal No muddy 
footprints or pawmark* 
on clean floor* end 

eaipatel 1 

Ttirtle Dirt Trapper door % 

mats stop dirt as the door 
of home, conservatory or 
car w4h absorbent canton 

pita removing wot, dry and even greasy rfrt from shoes and 
paws. With rton-sfip latex backing, they are tutty machtne- 
waahabta at WC, mums n wan a*vs and 3 Nkm. 

Btaa, Graan, mcMMIfc Faen. Dark Greyi Seta Brown. EfecMram 
■MX son n&K. -80 xtooaniaias, -B0 *131 on USA 
RuaCUSPtPparaeL 

(Mao awfcUi wMi gnppsr-raUar taddng br use on catpm, - pUaaa cal hr 
MB* m *tan nd tartcari. 

femr TUrda Mat Ccl, 92a Kings Road, Kingston. Surrey KTZ 5HT 

^ Tel: 0181 296 0368 


\(^igrif ranis 

FRUIT 









&NET SAMPLES 

Agriframes LtcL, 

Brochure 4602 

Charfwoods Rd, East Grinstead, 

Sussex RH19 2HG. «m 01342 310000 (24 Cnara) 
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KHIEK 

QUALITY SELF 
CONTAINED FOUNT* 




The CouMrissettr 
Plant Club 

Choice and unusual hardy 
plant varieties by mail order. 
From Sympyandm innau 
to adcTwphara khosiana; 
bom GcmtUna tihrtka id 
S alvia prtevraWui; from 
Phyteunvi %dwuzeri to 
Canlaminc trifoUa. And 
many, many mat . . . 
Formembenhip details, write 
Id Castle Gardena. New Hoad, 
Sherborne. Dorset DTV 3SA 
or telephone 0M3S BI7747. 


4r 
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FROM YOUR OWN *•/, 


> FROM YOUR OWN 
GARDEN JUST TWO MONTHS 
AFTER PLANTING 
POTATO CHARLOTTE - Brand new 
from Marshalls, Charlotte can be planted 
now for a superb bumper crop in just 
2 months! Delirious hot and also cold in a 
salad. Get your teeth into the Marshalls 
Catalogue and order soon! 



The ngfatwgGidik reft Iraiuaris^reridtotapta! fa Aonnm Dick 
Catalogue Order Line: 01945 583407 quote ref 503 

Or pofl thao^m to tamtaf 4. Co Ltd. FSEEPaST Ibbedi, Cnta. FtUlBfi. 


Pfcaae real tae aiy FREE copy of the new Marshall* Areania Catakfae. 
Name 


.Postcode. 


ft 01945 5S3407 

Quoting Ref: 503 
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Few writers have suffered 
such opprobrium as Enid 
Blyton. Fifty years ago 
her work was 
pronounced ‘ephemeral 1 
by one librarian, there 
were accusations of 
classism, sexism and 
racism and more esoteric 
interests such as the use 
of spanking came under 
scrutiny in the Faraway 
Tree. She was attacked 
for undemanding, 
repetitive vocabulary, 
weak, unrealistic plots, 
and poor 
characterisation. 
Nevertheless, Blyton, 
who would have 
celebrated her centenary 
this month, sold 700 
books, and The Famous 
Five, Secret Seven and 
Noddy are back on the 
shelves. What do her 
readers think 
of her now? 

Gwenda Joyce-Brophy 
finds out 


Ann Widdecombe (age 48) 

Occupation: MP 

Read: “Every one’’ of Blyton's books. 
Favourite Series: Mallory Towers (set in 
a girls' boarding school). They were really 
exciting- 

Favourite character: Big Ears - he was 
endearing. 

Influence? They encouraged me to read, 
read and read. The best stimulus to a 
child’s mind is the development of an 
active Imagination in a creative, yet struc- 
tured form - enter Enid Blyton. 
Politically correct? t loved my golliwog. 
Would you/have you bought Blyton for 
your own or other children? Yes. 


ftp V.-. 
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Clare Short (age SI) 

Occupation: Secretary for International 
Development 

Read: Quite a few 1 think of the Famous 
Five and Secret Seven. They were an easy 
read but l read lots of other books as well 
Favourite character: George the tomboy. 
(Georgina of the Famous Five]. I think like 
many women I identified with the more 
independent-minded girl character. 
Influence? Not a lot. 

Politically correct? My upbringing cele- 
brated all the values that are now 
described as politically correct; they were, 
and are, strong in me. I didn't object to 
Enid Blyton, but I did recognise that the 
books were a bit trivial, but l still enjoyed 
reading them. 

Would you/have you bought Blyton for 
your own or other children? Probably not. 
I wouldn't ban them, but I feel that there 
are other, perhaps better, books available. 








when I grew up myself, about three years 
ago. 

Politically correct? My memory is that the 
children seemed normal, natural and 
polite. The politically correct aspect of 
some children’s books today is so laboured 
that it overpowers the storyline. 

Would yout/have you bought Blyton for 
your own or other children? Yes. 


George Player (age 48) Occupation: Fea- 
tures Editor for Period House magazine 
Read: Famous Five. 

Favourite series: Famous Five, they were 
good adventure stories. 

Favourite character: Probably one of the 
boys. 

Influence? The Famous Five had good 
action holidays. My children I hope have 


had something of the same, but with pre- 
tend rather than real-life baddies. I 


tend rather than real-life baddies. I 
finally stopped reading Enid Blyton books 


Fern Britton (age 39) 

Occupation: Currently presenter of Ready, 
Steady Cook 

Read: All the adventure and mystery sto- 
ries plus school books such as Mallory 
Towers 

Favourite series: The adventure and mys- 
tery ones. I loved the gripping nature of 
them - honestly! They left me totally spell- 
bound. I identified with all the characters, 
and I also Joved the fact that adults did- 
n't interfere. 

influence: They created a huge extra 
dimension to my childhood, a childhood 
shared with the characters. They were my 
adventures, too. 

Politically correct? No. 

Would you/have you bought Blyton for 
your own or other children? Yes. 


Gifte Gakpeto (age 32) 

Occupation: Law graduate, from Ealing, 
Middlesex, working in Intellectual Prop- 
erly protection. 

Read: Famous Five and Secret Seven at 
home in Ghana. 

Favourite series: The ‘Adventure" series. 
I loved the suspense and the tension the 
stories created. 

Influence: It enlightened me, and showed 
me how other kids behaved and reasoned. 
Politically correct? No. 

Would you/have you bought Blyton for 
your own or other children? Yes. 


Maria Sawa (age 24) 

Greek, grew up in Haringey. 
Occupation; Economics PhD student 
Read: Twenty Minute Stories, later the 
famous Five. 

Favourite Series: While the stories for 
younger children drew me in as a Blyton 
fan, when it came to the series written for 
older children the love affair with Blyton 
was over. 

Politically correct? The characters did not 
seem exotic enough to be truly exciting, 
yet they were far enough removed from 
my life and experience growing up in 


Haringey so that 1 could just not identify 
with them. They were just too middle-class 
for my liking. 

Would you/have you bought Blyton for 
your own or other children? No. 

Andrew Davenport (age 31) 

Occupation: Writer and co-creator of the 
television programme The Tek nibbles. 
Read: The Adventure of the Wishing Chair 
and the Secret Seven. 

Favourite series: Secret Seven. 

Favourite character: The Wishing Chair 
was a personal favourite - an ordinary din- 
ing room chair that could grow wings and 
%■ 

Influence? For my generation books by 
Blyton were often the first bools that were 
engaging, as well as being cheap, readily 
available and easy to read. I think she 
deserves credit for introducing thousands 
of children to independent reading. 
Politically correct? I remember being 
slightly baffled by the fact that characters 
always went away to school and had veiy 
large gardens and playrooms, but l don’t 
think as a child you really question this. I 
think you're far too preocxnipied with the 
notion of a chair that might be able to fly 
than with social issues. 


Would you/have you bought Blyton for 
your own or other children? Yes. i don't 
see why not. Children's culture has 
boomed in recent years and there is a lot 
more to choose from and I am not sure 
that Blyton would be at the top of a list. 
I certainly would not prevent a child 
from reading any book they found ful- 
filling. 


Charles Kennedy ( 38 ) •> 

Occupation: Agricultural and Rur&r 
Affairs spokesperson. Liberal Democrat 
Party. 

Read: The Famous Five, Mallory Towers 
and the Secret Seven series. 

Favourite Series: Secret Seven. Tne mys- 
tery plots and all the detail appealed to 
me. 

influence: 1 would say that her books 
added to my imagination. I ultimately 
stopped reading them because they all 
belonged to my elder sister and she out- 
grew them. 

Politically correct? Some of the references 
in her books were decidedly middle-class 
English, and thus alien to me as a Scot . 

Would you/have you bought Blyton for 
your own or other children? Yes. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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The 'Sheila Maid'® 

CAST IRON AND NATURAL PINE CLOTHES A1RER 


ITiTilT 


MEN'S LA BOXER SHORTS 


Everything you need to install 
this 'Energy Saving* Airer. 1 

48 hr Despatch ^ / 
Home Deliveries 

Wofldwide. 1986 * 

, Trade Account Enquiries UK/Overseos (Dept KJ) 

THE TRADITIONAL OWED SHAPE 
15V FULL WIDTH CAST IRON RACK ENDS 

4 PINE, HAND FINISHED ROUNDED EDGE RAILS. 
NATURAL JUTE PULLEY CORD, SCREWS & PLUGS. 
RACK ENDS, PULLEYS, CLEAT N 6 COLOURS. 

The 'ORIGI N AL' (Costing s Grey Metal C W Coded? 
\57" £35 1 1 6 ft £37 | [JtiW] 1 8ft £ 4 i~ | 
COLOURS (Codings Red, Blue, Green, Block, White) 
!( 57 * £33 1 ( 6 ft £35 I I 7 ft £37 1 I 8 ft £39 I 


QUALITY a 

UP M 


PRICES 
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IteNjtioiid^Rangeof 

PAINTS 

and ItefittARjro Mat tags 


Farrow & Bail 


3 PAWS 
ABSOLUTELY FREE! 


Thanks to advanced Bofl-A-Door technology we have been able to improve the quality and 
performance of our automatic garage door, and at the same time dramatically reduce the price. 
If you’ve been shocked at a quote for garage doors, just give us a call you will be pleasantly 
surprised. National installation service - usually in a day. 


Historical atom in modem 
and mditiono} finishes 
Sr 

Our mditiem! striped and 


SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY 1 
OFFE R TO ALL READERS! i 


Dug to our massme buying OMW «ra can 
now Oder you then IA JERSEY BOX® 
WORTS In ficncft due ml Gray stnped 
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Illustrated details from S A Johnson 
THE DOMESTIC PARAPHERNALIA Co. Dept, i 
Unit 15, Marine Business Centre. Dock Rd, 
lylham. Lancs FV8 5AJ. England 

Tel: 01253 736334 24hre/fe 01253 795191 


FREEPOST to: Ascatt Solutions 

FREEPOST (MID 061 65) Astltiy-De-La-Zouch, LE65 1NZ. 


[Automatic Roll-up 
Garage doors 
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Tet 
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PASTPINE 

MAKES NEW 
PINE LOOK 
ANTIQUE FAST 


Postcode: 
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hatchbag bootliner 

the ORIGINAL solution to dirty boot problems 


. 0181 688 6323 

1 or calf 0S00 520 000 


Fbshion 


Unusual Gifts 


A simple to apply stain 
& wax that gkss rtcmr 
pine that asmque look 
last Its apodal formula 
dying pme an aged & 


EROTIC PRINTS 


O ur 80-page, fully-illustrated colour 
catalogue is the key to a forbidden 
world of passionate works by artists of 
both fame and promise. ,-*$ 

Send £5.00 cheque ( to 'EPS') or : M 
Mastercar d- Visa details to: \ 

EPS (dept TTF), PO Bax I064S, I'M 
LONDON "M 

SWIO S>ZT '.M 

lei 0)71-351 MS7 

fax 0171-244 8909 jHMj 


01929554901 


tiberalty with a 
saintbrusn. once dry 
coat with our wax. 


T fu brooding sixtfas icon Che 
Guevara, revolutionary ftgttar 


The resutt is furniture. 

doors, & skirting 
boards with a genuine 
antique pine look. NOT 
abnght glossy 
commercial finish. Pack 
comprises 2 litres 


I Guevara, iwd«»naryfJghtar with y 
a dream, friend aid confidant of Castro 
depicted in classic heroic pose in our 
bust commemorating the 30th df 
antwareary of his death. fiVMgh, vf 


on beret £29.95 +£335 p*p. Afiow 
1 14 days for defiveiy. Orders to: aw 

I Strawcfear Ltd, The Old Bakery. 

24 BracMey Rd, Tbwceslsr, Narfliants NN12 60J. 
7H: 01327 358080 Fac 01327 358388 



0131 654 5455 



An effective way to keep the 
[luggage area ot your car In top 
oondfflan. A sturdy hardwearfng 
and watarprool inns lining mm te 
simple to fit. easy to remove and 
Wd away. IbBormade lor over 2S0 
foUMw* and estate wNcfeB. 
Prom onJy£39JS Inc VAT. 
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(07000 472337) 


To advertise in this section please call the 
Independent Traders Team 
on 0171 293 2344. 
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SLIPOV ER SEAT COVERS 
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Top quality waterproof front seat 

f°vars made from coaled nyton 

*", C V easy to ^ and remove. 
Available In 3 sixes to fit most 
vefiietes. A 1 *® fully tailored sets 
awu/aWe tar most 4x4 vehicles. 
From only E29.&5 per pair fnc 
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24 HOUR BROCHURE HOTLINE 

0151 639 5396 
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Experts 

who can 
tell the 

pinners 

from the 
dogs 


It’s a long way from 
the catwalk to the 
High Street. Linda 
^Vatson reports on the 
fashion buyers 
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From catwalk to high street shop, via the fashion buyer. Deidre Kelly, above, is fashion director for Brown Thomas, a Dublin department store 
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I once met a fashion buyer who had- 
n't slept for a month. He wasn’t ill, 
or jet lagged. He hadn’t been 
harassed, divorced or bereaved. He 
was en route to a nervous breakdown 
with bags the size of Vuirton trunks 
under his eyes because he had been to a 
fashion show and hadn't bought a 
particular style of white shirt. 

No wonder some buyers are on edge: 
sitting either side of the catwalk, separated 
by a pristine oblong, the odd supermodel, 
and a air of nervous tension are two types 
of people: one tells us what to wear, the 
other puts their money where their mouth 
is. Fashion pundits can say what they like: 
(pack is the new navy, lurex is hotter than 
velvet, or Hany Hill's shirts are the best 
thing since sliced bread. When it comes 
to human beings in designer labels, the 
buck stops with one: the buyer who 
decided to buy the collection in the first 
place. “I understand pretty well the 
motives of the press,” says Josephine 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


Turner, co-owner of the Knightsbridge 
designer emporium A La Mode. “Fun- 
damentally, the aims are the same but the 
difference is that they are translating 
their thoughts into photographs and ink. 
Women think this is what's happening and 
that’s an end to it Buyers are the people 
who have to sell it. Ultimately, our 
responsibility is far greater." 

The main purpose of a fashion show is 
to launch a two-pronged attack on the 
puree strings: first, generate the publicity. 
Next, get the sales. Often, the two are 
mutually massaging. Occasionally they 
exist in solitary confinement Which is why 
the snakeskin jacket with Quasimodo 
shoulders, or the hat with horns growing 
out the side may have a starring role in 
your glossy catwalk report, out rest 
assured, there's only one of them - and 
it's staring at you from the page. “You can 
pretty much spot the winners from the 
dogs," says Liz McCarthy, Fashion Direc- 
tor at Selfridges. 'There are many looks 


that are just done for Lhe show. Even with 
the more wearable ones, there is room for 
manoeuvre: you know instinctively if a 
dress’ends up around the bum on the cat- 
walk, it will be a decent length when you 
buy it." 

Fashion buyers do far more than just 
buy clothes. They choose colours, sizes, 
quantities and shapes. They need to 
know what will go with what, who goes 
where, and which labels will live happily 
as next-door neighbours on the shop floor. 
With budgets from £30,000 per season for 
small independents to millions for depart- 
ment stores, they must know what went 
cold last season and what's about to be 
hot. The composite fashion buyer would 
be part psychic, part gambler, a walking 
advertisement for designer style with the 
psychological make-up of Paul McKenna 
and John McCririck. “We always say 90 
per cent success, 10 per cent sale rail” says 
Deidre Kelly, Fashion Director at Brown 
Thomas, a beautiful Dublin department 


store which sells Prada, Armani and 
Gucci to locals and to celebrity residents 
of Paddywood. Ask buyers the burning 
question - how to pick stars from thou- 
sands of potentials - and they echo the 
same sentiment: it's not enough to have 
good taste - you need to put yourself in 
the position of the customer. “Sou are on 
the road to disaster if you choose your 
own personal taste.” says Liz McCarthy. 
“Obviously, it plays a part, but it's a case 
of keeping your eyes open, listening to 
feedhadt from the press, trusting your gut 
feeling. You can't get too emotive about 
iL" Josephine Turner agrees. “Same- 
times I might see a dress which is 
absolutely' exquisite but 1 don't buy it 
because it will be too difficult to sell. Being 
beautiful isn't everything: it just won't fit 
into any lifestyle.” 

According to one model who has seen 
them in action. “There are two breeds of 
buyen the quite eccentric, quirky woman 
who has a little shop in the counties, has 


a zany way of putting things together and 
often buys for specific customers in mind. 
Then there is the department-store buyer. 
The British will arrive with one assistant 
and a laptop. The New York contingent 
are more like the Mafia, with 10 assistants 
and an unwritten rule that everyone 
knows their place - even down to who 
holds the Ptilaroids." 

For some buyers, the task is more com- 
plicated. Claire Locke co-owns Arti- 
giano, a mail-order company which sells 
Italian clothes to British women. She 
never sees her customers in the flesh. 
“Selling via a shop is completely differ- 
ent. If you see a fabric you like you can 
touch it, feel it With a catalogue, there 
is a lot of trust involved.” 

Consider the case of Susan Whiteley. As 
Buying Director for Harvey Nichols, she 
scours the collections for tasty designer 
morsels, but has to put another head on 
when buying for Leeds. a In London, we 
have quite a big tourist customer and a 
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c/o The Independent, 1 Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL 
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very wealthy W1 customer with a huge dis- 
posable income. She might spend £20- 
£30,000 in one go. In Leeds, iPs a differ- 
ent story. They don’t want a Moschino 
jacket that is brand identifiable. They 
move in a smaller social circle. The last 
thing they want is someone to say, ‘God, 
she's gpt that jacket on again.' What about 
the Ladies who Lunch? “We realised 
there was a gap in our market there. So 
next season we're selling Versace couture 
- exclusive to us and the shop on Bond 
Street - which costs £1 1-12.000 per piece.” 
Fashion purists are rare: Mrs Gill 
Smytheman has been selling Jean Muir 
on the outskirts of Birmingham to a hard- 
core following for 30 years. “Sometimes 
1 might throw a dress on the sofa and 
watch it form its own shape. Often, I’m 
lying in bed and I just like looking at them 
hanging on the outside of my wardrobe. 
It doesn't matter how old they are, or if 
the first bloom’s gone off. They’re works 
of art. Much more than just clothes.” 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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GAY MEN 

Form long term relationships 
through 

Significant 

Others 

the Introduction Bureau for 
Professional Gay Men 
0171 494 0009 


Sm x'ssfn!, an waive, wl! etiuoMcd sm iahic 

* I can't believe they're 
*■ single! 

Be a friend to a friend 

suppes! 

drawing down the moon 

0171 937 6263 
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Tails Live & Ir.misiiri't! 
Anri riunnc the way 
vou iiii-ei other utwi' 


DIAL NOW 

London Number now on-Brm 

0171-649 9934 
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CT Sparkling Q* 

» party nights ~ 
Romantic candlelit 
dinners one to one 
introductions 
Essex, Herts and Suffolk 
Call Eleanor for FREE brochure 
Free call 0800 591 274 


Newspaper Publishing pic 
requests that 

Commercial Organisations 
do not send material 
to our 

Private Advertisers 


ATTACHED? 
SEEKING ROMANCE?^ 


Phone David npw.oa 
0181 962 6306 for oar new 
fall colour informal ion pad. 
U'nnf Links w tbe UK's 
fnendhen Newsfcsio darinc 
resource »dl» PR££ 
CONSULTATION and 
HELPLINE for onr wtamben. 
Naumide ♦ Deoeet + Efooew 
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mi'M ^ COMING SOON: An exciting 

,WI 1 “ NEW telephone dating sendee for 

{ H HI our readers, designed to make 

l HjH your search for someone special 

easier and more successful than 
ever. Now rtvwU faelPREE to place 

Introducing Vrtir^O^Snals 

the NM ▼oice perwiiao pick up your messages! 24 hours 

, „. T 1 a (by! It's the phone call that 

■ ZlSSci ’ COUld <W JOUT life! 

^ Plus, you’ll soon be seeing a 
, , ^ ^ u, the paper. Our new section has been designed to get a better response for you- quality 

Place your FREE ad today! Call: _ ; 

0800 218 318 
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Fmd Russian Rnmance through 
professumsO)' organued loon 
to St Fcwdrarf. Inclusive 
Way propumaar fcaturing 
ottcotne dinner, cucfajil party. 
gghiunny and an opportuniiy 
la meet caielaUy •ehwed 
juo^Kanv lady partners with a 
gsmdae desire fot mamapt- For 
more details of Oa 25 and Nov 
24 departures please appfy to: 
Partners Ttncmph T ravel. Box 
No: 13d Fax: 017! 5JW077. 
E^oal ipw5S3ioumsjieow0.couk. 
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. 30 word atd P 1 * 1 
Record yowr greeting Wl 
P(cK up your mesaanos 


INTELLIGENT ATTRACTIVE PRO- 
FESSIONAL F, tai* 20 's MJoy* 
coonhy noOm, obSm md ombre 
comforts. Seeks sUndar gld tor 
company and aflsctkm. Box Nbl: 

a*is 

PRINCIPLED INDEP. PROF. F 52 
MMB to be e wtte again. Looking 
tor a poeWve aduc. man. Must 
Bee animete and the coutiUyakUL 
N/EYwto. Box No 1:2417 
WOULD YOU LIKE more passion In 
your H*? So wouW II Mce narniel 
man 35 nts gooti fnmrtlvs 
woman lor occasion a l brief 
encounters. Soot No It 2 « 1 B 
THOUGHTFUL ATTRACTIVE F 50 , 
Iftnm al tac enjoys tbs arts and 
outdoci*. Seeks tomBgsnt U far 
MendsMftitamanca. Phdfl hefta. 
BcnNoLMOS 

SHORT BUXOU WOMAN seeks 
long dtaance friendship fmaybe 
moral) wKh creative serfbo who 
rbeame mx of dafaity woman end 
daltoras. Box r«ok 2 « 2 i 
ATTRACTIVE, SOTSUAL / SPIRI- 
TUAL F, 42 , wsmt 6 open. sob. 
likes Berdans, outdoors, books, 
music. toodJWfne, cuddling cats, 
seeks kind, h»«»L happy M 
aoutmete. Yikeftteer- Boas No L- 
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| NOTICE TO 
READERS 

' The (ndependent caoaot 

guarantee that 

respondeois will receive a 
reply when answering 
advertisements on this 
page, although we hope 
that as a matter of 
courtesy they will. 
When making cooiati 
with people for the fim 
time it is advisable to 1 
meet in a public plate 
and let a member of 
your family or muted 
friend know where you 
will be. 

We would advise readers 
and advertisers to 
exercise caution when 
giving nut personal 
details. This will be 
respected by genuine 
'respondents. 



CHESHIRE FOX AGILE, tree, Just 
over 4 a Looking lor ■ cu» vtaen. 
Reply In no inore than nine end a 
IwS words. Box No 13410 

mmmoua ssa ram London 

and VMee, a budneso end spiri- 
tual Die, music theatre cooking 
vmss pnw (trade) wkh |jsoh to 
■here krteraettnfl Itfs. Box No 
fcswoe 

LOVABLE AM) LIVELY tonwdi sin- 
gle due to wofWng too hard on 
career, wttm successful proL 
liade aged 38 - 45 . must be fumy, 
kind, and deflnatety not moody. 
Photo oppra. ALA Bok No 12409 

PRETTV PROF F 34 w#m prof Mato. 
33-42 educated ratable caring. 
Photo pts. & East BOX No fc 239 l 


HALE, MID UTS , separated, 
retired Director, wefl educated, 
sifluenL wtan attractive Meltgcre 

Lady. My Meraats: current affairs, 

social, sport (wet U ring), theatre. 
Photo totter secure reply. War- 
wick area. Box No 12397 . 

LONDON OfHENTHJ MALE human 
being, SO. aoeka tomato lor tong- 

tonn mutual beneit Free for Aug 
10 Proms? Not eeaantM - an 
oppominftyl BUnfcer waarara 
need nw respond wbb photo. Bm 
No 12396 

ANH, S 3 , WISHES to meat prolae- 
sfonal Urn. A Man dud I can lee) 
comfortable wtth end laugh tots 
wdh. Age 45 - 85 . Box No K 238 B 

Charities 


Even dwogb jdo bsvcBprSiif 
an k iic nsu ngjob sod a 
busy soc ial hfc, a truly K^l 
coniporiblc partner on |C 3 
still be hani to find. 

We onbdp. |— _f 

gcm>DBtaU»K>cbUy Hm Kpl 
*btm to 25 ftdngftii M 
toiVn OB SK. oc CaU 

01869 324 100 H 

Ellises. ABIA mrmitr. ESfl 
y/wtautw B 3 

CREATIVE INDEPENDENT, SUN 
attradhe, warm, F, 44 , wkm n/s M 
to shore wine. Jazz, The Blues & 
passion. Box No 12385 

CULTURED 6 ' If graduate, ffi A 
sSm. BD+ otabiMFwlttiaohlor 
rtehlp. Rural OOL N WBl*. Bax No 
12378 

ACTIVE ATTRACTIVE DISCERN- 
ING concerned F 41 67 - wttm e* 
ctoeaen e pra oUm edonbultatec 
Phon eneurea reply. Cumbria 
area tad wN tnwoL Box No 12392 

ATTRACTIVE SUN BLONDE, 
young go's, bright, educated, 
affectionate, loyal, seeks arttau- 
Isted, uhanl. (o/Usft. prate- 
atonal Han lor happy caring rata- 
tkmMp. Anywhere. Box Nr 


WARM, REASONABLE, TOO busy 
profea a kmal. iraaraslBd In start- 
ing late tamtty with kind, devar, 
■OghOy unconventional Man in 
similar sttuatton. Photo a good 
time If yw care to hazard a reply. 
London. Ben No 12383 . 
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The Brain Research Trust 

(Registered Charity No 263064) 

• Epilepsy • Parkinson’s disease 

• Senile dementia • Motor neurone disease 

• Multiple sclerosis • Brain tumours 

• Muscular dystrophy • Down’s syndrome 

• Huntingdon’s chorea 

Help us to conquer diseases of the 
brain and nervous system through 
research at the Institute of Neurology. 

Please help with donations, 

Deeds of Covenant, G.A.Y.E. 
and Gift Aid. 

J, Wakefield Street, 

London WC1N 1PJ. 

Telephone: 0171278 5051 
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SATURDAY 9 AUGUST 199 




The Time: 

Evening 

The Place: 

Cocktail party 

The 

Essentials: 

Be prepared for the 
trendiest type of 
cocktail party yet. 
They’re big in New 
York and they’re 
heading over here - 
everything from 
your swizzle stick to 
your lounge chair 
should be sharp, 

If vou prefer your drink shaken instead of stirred, then you U need srnar [ and very retro 
a rocMail shaker like this bullet-styled one at £34.95 as well as a 
mixing glass (£5.95); both from Jerry’s Home Store 

If you prefer your 
margarita frozen then ' 
invest in an ice crusher 
such as this stainless 
steel machine at £65 
from The Catalogue at 
Presents Direct, 
mail order 
0171 371 7017 




Sip your dry Martini on one of these trendy geometric 
Interlocking seats priced £329 each from Purves & Purves 

These tulip shaped swizzle sticks (99p each) will add a 
shot off cotour to any cocktail glass Matching glasses 
are priced £2.95. From The Pier 


Dry Martini 
Nine tenths of 
gin. one tenth 
of dry 

Vermouth. Stir 
and serve. 

Bloody Mary 
Put six dashes 

off 

Worcestershire 
sauce, three 
dastas of 
Tabasco, and 
a pinch of salt 
and pepper in 
a shaker, add 
the juice of 
. half a lemon, 
two ounces off 
vodka and 
finally tomato 
' juice. Shake 
and serve. 


Under the counter 

with Lindsay Calder 


N ext month I 

Snty-nine So you 

know what that 
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This glass and aluminium 
coffee table (£715) from 
Purves & Purves is perfect 
to place your drinks on 
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decrepituac. 

i§li mm? 

i mr ^ 

events has made 

with horror, that lots of pe 

pie are younger than me. 

For instance last week I 
leareedihatmyex-ho^s 
eighteen year old son was 

gouts out with a h' ent >‘ . 

|; E ht year old woman who is 
a model for the artist Lucien 

Freud. I remember when 
[his sweet fair-haired boy 

had his first day at Eton, 
how he used to come in o 
the office during the holi- 
days, all shy and awkward. 

Now he is 6ft-4. and with 
this woman, who according 
to an ex-colleague. Freud 
paints -beaver and all ■ 

Then there are all these 
girls who have barely even 
finished their GCSEs. writ- 
ing best-sellers in their Ixd- 
rooms. And of course. the 
Spice Girls. The ‘‘affection- 
ately-named'’ Baby Spice is 
twenty-one, 5ft-2. and enjoys 
such celebrity that -you 
know what - the competition 
__ .i nao^ iif mv local 


UKre Xpnand.fcwg a l- 
y ■ Lv-ri" This was a desper- 

Sem^o recapture the 

flat-stomached. " I "J'' and “ 

get-iL don t-give-a-stot 

lolden youth we crmxto^. 

h..i unless I go to MarbeUa 

for mv holidays and hangout 
Sh i bunch of eighteen year 

olds, "ho Ihe hen is going to 
see this thing*.’ Then if the 

yea of it is io ensnare a mus- 
cularvoung [oyboy.what 

happens -as he too woidd 

presumably have a hel^ut- 

if your rings get caughN Tte ^ 
thought is rew awful. No I * , 
said.^'h would rub against 
the waistband of my Nicole 
Farhi suit, you'll have to 
think of something else . 

She, however is going for n 
-I hope it helps. Meanwhile 
I'm kicking myself over the 

auui hill with intensive sessions in 

know what - the compenno lashings of Primor- 

on the front page of my local «| a of caffeine-loaded 

paper this week is a once in ... , nnt 

“ Jr .r win 


UgjJCI unu — 

a lifetime chance to win ^ 

Baby Spice's plaster cast 

Can you believe that ? (She 
injured her wiist in Turkey 
last month, apparently). It s 
iust gross. 

Next year I will even be 
too old to go on a Club 18- 
30 holiday. Not that I partic- 
ularly want to go. you under- 
stand, but I can t bear the 
idea of being too old for 
anything. There is. of 
course, a solution. A friend 
of mine, who shall remain 
nameless, has been lying 
about her age for the last 
few years. I recently met her 
in a bar, where she had to 


aiaie, tana „ 

drinks and definitely not 
rcadina “Cosmopolitan s 
Thirtv ' Things You Should 
Have Done by Thirty . 

Primordial e Serum hyLrn- 
come. £37 from Fenwick,.# 

New Bond Street. London, 

H7. Anti -ageing Plxytocredm, 

60ml. £9.85 from Verde. 15 ^ ,-?a 

Flask Walk. Hampstead. UQj' 
don Nil’S. "" 

Max el piercing, £25-75, 
depending on choice of ring, 

(about ten other parts of the 
body can also be pierced ...) 

Metal Morphosis Body Pierc- 
ing Studio. 10, 1 1 Moor Street. 

Soho. London IVI\’ 
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^A^reciivea Alimentary glass of Laurent-Perrier Champagne 


for £10 


T he Independent and the Independent on 
Sunday are giving you the opportunity to 
enjoy a two course lunch at Mezzo for just 
£10 or a two course dinner for £17-50. Eveiy 
Independent diner will also receive a compli- 
mentary glass of Laurent-Perrier Champagne. 

The Independent diner making the 
reservation, and all their guests will be able to 
choose a starter and main course, or a main 
course and dessert from the specially 
prepared Independent menu - samples of which 
were printed yesterday (the menu will be subject 
to change throughout the course of the offer). 
Alternatively, you can have a three course lunch 
for £1350 or a three course dinner for £2150. 
The promotion is valid until September 20 only 
in the Mezzo Downstairs restaurant. 

How to Book 

Phone Mezzo Downstairs in advance on 0171 
314 4000 to make your reservation. Identify 
yourself as an Independent diner, and quote e 
^password - ‘Mezzmdy’. The lunch offer is avail- 
able every day. except Saturday, whrieyou can 
take advantage of the dinner offer between 

PreStog^S'and all bookings are 
subject to availability- 
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urent-Perrier Brut is the perfect 
eritif Champagne showing «cd- 
lt balance, freshness and deh- 
w Known for its quality 
d reliability, Laurent-Pterner’s 

iesse makes it the perfect 

-oductiontoanymeaL 
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0 Mezzo opened in September - 
1995 at 100 Wardour street, 
London Wl, and is reputedly the 
largest restaurant in Europe. 

The menu is based on 
traditional foods with the 
emphasis on high quality, fresh 
ingredients used to create simple, 
classic dishes: grills, rotisseries, 
and of course, Crustacea. 

hope that Mezzo gives people 
such a duM and excitement that 
their jaws drop when they see it for 
the first time; the enormous, open 
void between Mezzanine upstairs 
and Mezzo restaurant downstairs; 
the dramatic, curvaceous staircase; 
the theatre of the opened-up 
kitchens; specially commissioned 
artwork. Wow!” 

- TERENCE CONRAN 
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primed a The Independein m order io qmUr for d* pmmoitoii Ywim 
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In addition to the Mezzo lunch and dinner offer. The 
Independent and Independent on Sunday are running 
an exclusive competition whereby John Torode will 
prepare and cook for a private dinner party (for up 
to 8 people) in the home of one Independent reader. 

John Torode, well known for his TV work, is "The 
Chef at Mezzo and is responsible for all food in a 
restaurant which on any given day can serve up to 2000 
people. John will plan the menu with the winner and 
prepare a 3 course dinner with a selection of wines 
to complement the meal. Mezzo will also provide their 
Sommelier, Kate Thai, to serve your guests. 

A budget of £250 will be made available for purchase of food and wine. 

The dinner party can be arranged for any tim e between October 1st 
1997 and January 31st 199S. 

How To Enter 

All you have to do is prepare your answer the fol- 
lowing questions: 

1. What does the Italian word ‘Mezzo’ mean in English? 

2. Which famous music club formerly stood on the site 
of Mezzo at 100 Wardour Street? 

Then telephone the follo wing 
number: 0930 563 700 

Leave your answers to the two questions, together with your name, S] 
address and daytime telephone number. Calls cost 50p per minute af ' 
all times. Your calls should last no longer that three minutes. Lines will' 
close aL midnight on Tuesday 12th August 1997. 
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elegance of the old logo. i f I w '"™ ,r ^ m the 
would give up my memhe Jh^ t t <J“«n. 1 
protest, and join the AaS P i' f ,hc *AC in 
bnght-orange RAC- breakdnv^ff A , nd lhe ncw 
Dyno-Bod vans, and are look Ukc 

arevehides for ,he ^S^gPS’St 

*££ Lie JJ?* “*"*• «■ that’s w h ai lve 

Sandhureu^R^| e 0 ^^ * ^hief “““live, ex- 
director, and “-Jaguar 

the new features are his irfl SUrp £ ISmfi ‘ Man Y of 

merely droppinTme T snn,^- But "We* of 

name off the list f 0r new RAC V a J d 7 pin S m y 

thanks W 

image just an upshot of ms**r!-h? . 1 thc new 
sioned that savsthe RAr? f h you ve Com mis- 

mejrre at, and prepare for ch-inwp. r\„ .. 

£*? r s " X il would a » be bullshit.- 
sac U n “»* that d'e next 20 years will see 

asmany changes for motorists as the first two 
jdrcades after the car was invented, "Not so many 
years ago, people joined the RAC because there 
was a reasonable expectation that, onXS 
yourjourney would be imemipied by a breakdown! 
That just isn t true any more. But, increasingly, 
there is a reasonable expectation of long delays 
cjwng to congestion. One of our main thrusts, in 
the new-look RAC is to be able to help our mem- 
^Il^ddeJay. and keep them on the move." 

I ne RAC s solution sounds like some sort of sci- 
ence fiction. Increasingly, though, the measures are 
^, CL not °nly tell members what the 
tramc is like before setting out - wc do that already. 
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Nerds 

of 

the 

road 

Gavin Green 
is impressed by 
the new-look RAC’s 
hi-tech plans 

We II give them individual updates on traffic con- 
ditions as they move along." In a nutshell, Mr John- 
son anticipates doing a deal with a mobile phone 
network so thaf, as a car moves from one phone 
cell to another, the RAC tracks its progress. “It’s 
quite easy to anticipate the car’s route. If bad traffic 
lies ahead, we ll ring you on your mobile phone, 
warn you about the traffic ahead, and suggest an 
alternative route." Mr Johnson reckons. “By the 
end of the decade, we’JJ be deeply there". 

Equally, breakdown services will be revolu- 
tionised. The Knights of thc Road will be replaced 
by nerds of lhe road. Come the new millennium, 
the on-board computers already fitted as standard 
to most modem cars will notify the RAC- via the 
car’s mobile phone, about an imminent problem. 
“At the moment, the on-board computer diagnostic 
equipment is used when the car is being serviced 
but, on the move, it is incapable of transmitting 



Driven man: Nell Johnson, RAC’s chief executive photograph: andrew bookman 


this information. In the future, it will. It will tell “Plus, there is a certain tastelessness in commer- 
us automatically about an imminent problem, we'll dally exploiting the crown. A lot of companies just 
ring you in your car, and suggest you meet an RAC don’t like doing that sort of thing any more." The 
van in a certain I oca Lion.” crown stays on the logo of die RAC Motor Sports 

Mr Johnson says that an organisation dealing Association, which controls all British motor 
with such “hi-tech" issues needed a new logo, and sport and on the logo of the Pall Mall men-only 
that the crown, “which is perceived as quite old- RAC Club. The Queen, far from rushing off to join 
fashioned," would not have been appropriate, the AA in a huff, “was fully supportive". 


On the RAC’s much publicised . graining -Mr 
Johnson confirms that the RAC -» still a motor- 
ing otganisation". This is contranr to what was 
said at the Islington press conference a few 
months back (even the location was ney-w ave 
trendy) atwhich the RAC was transmogrified into 
a “mobility” organisation, whatever that means. 
Before I could cause Mr Johnson too much 
embarrassment here, he was quick to pofaout 
that "the main area of mobility we deal with, is, 
of course, motoring- But it should be obvious that 
traffic congestion is now at the stage That some- 
thing has to be done. We're trying to balance the 
reality of what is happening with a desire to be 
able to continue to use the private car in a rea- 
sonable and enjoyable way, and for it to fit into 
an overall transport package." 

He is encouraged by the new government. 
•‘They’re miking about a rational, integrated 
transport policy. Of course, it is going to cost 
money. It's no good telling people they ve got to 
get out of their cars inro public transport. What 
you’ve got to do is make public transport more 
attractive It must be so user-friendly, so clean, so 
safe, so efficient and so predictable, that it’s no con- 
test. Wtould you rather sit in a traffic jam, or in 
dean, well-ventilated public transport? 

He denies that such talk is just a big PR stunt, 
and that the recent multi-million pound ad cam- 
paign - which depicted the RAC as the potential 
saviours from an environmental Armageddon - is 
more than just puff to encourage a few more car- 
users to join them, rather than the AA. “The ads 
encouraged people to think in a new way, I hope. 
Add that to the considerable behind-the-scenes 
lobbying we do, to encourage the government to 
offer a proper transport policy, and it is a very tan- 
gible plan of action." 

The new-look RAC will no longer always be in 
the “build more roads" camp. “The illogical Mr 
Tbad-Jike ‘lay more concrete for my car’ route just 
isn’t realistic,” says Mr Johnson. “But some 
bypasses still make sense, and we will campaign 
for them. Equally, the stare of British roads is dis- 
graceful The golden rule - it’s better to replace 
a few slates when the roof leaks, rather than wait 
so long that you need a new roof - was ignored 
by the last government Repairs are desperately 
needed now ” 

1 leave our 90-minute interview agreeing with 
almost everything that Ne3 Johnson says. So much 
for confrontation. But I still hate the logo, and the 
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W hat could be more desirable 
than a Mercedes-Benz coupe? 

Many things, actually, a 
chateau in the Dordogne, a pri- 
vate income, Raymond Blanc 
as your next-door neighbour with a communi- 
cating door to his kitchen... But, back in the 
real world, a Mercedes couptr is a fine expres- 
sion of the more tastefully extravagant things 
. in life. 

Few cars have been better advocates of the 
less-is-more school of automotive temptation. 
Central to the existence of nearly every coupx§ 
is the notion that you pay more than you would 
for the workaday saloon on which a coup6 is 
usually based, and in return you get less space 
and less utility but more panache, and visual 
frissons of desire. 

Mercedes-Benzes that have been cut with the 
stylist's knife, however, lift the notion of spend- 
ing needless extra money into an almost noble 
art form, because the sums are so large and the 
decoupage so subtle. 

On this basis the new CLK - lean, lithe, the 
sportiest-looking frill four-seater that Mercedes 
has ever produced - cannot faD to be a huge 
hit down Knigbtsbridge way. In relatively hum- 
ble CLK 230K form, with a supercharged four- 
cylinder engine, it costs £4300 more than a sim- 
ilarly powered C-dass saloon, while in grandest 
CLK 320 specification, with sporty Sport of 
plush Elegance trim and a fat V6 engine, it’s 
not yours until you've saved up £36,640. And 
even then you have to pay extra for a sunroof, 
electric seats and leather trim. 

You are, though, driving a Benz. And on 
this fact is based the UK importer’s whole 
pricing strategy. If the marketeers can get 
away with it. then who can blame them? There 
might well be a Peugeot 406 V6 Coupe, 
broadly similar in on-paper attributes and 
costing £10,000 less, but it doesn’t have The 


ROAD TEST 
Mercedes-Benz 

CLK 

By John Simister 

Badge. More fool us? It’s intriguing to see 
that in Germany, the Peugeot is pricier than 
the Mercedes. 

For many people, the foregoing will tell them 
all they need to know about the CLK. It’s a 
svelte Mercedes coupe, therefore it’s desirable 
and you want one, end of stoiy. 

But Fm going to tell you some more, any- 
way. Unlike its predecessor, the old-shape E- 
class coups, the CLK is (loosely) based on the 
C-dass. Not that you’d guess from the way it 
: looks, because its nose has the four-headlamp 
face of a current Erdass and the tail design is 
also a smaller,, sharper version of that big 
saloon’s. More than ever before, Mercedes’ 
most accessible coupd is its own car rather than 
a morph of something more mundane. 

That it's good to drive goes almost without 
saying, although the experience is infused with 
the competent aloofness that is the hallmark 
of most Benzes. The CLK 320’s V6 motor, part 
of a new family of engines which are shorter 
than the straight-sixes they replace so that 
there’s more crurople-room in a crash, sounds 
and feels much like its ancestors, partly because 
it has a balancer shaft to smooth out the slight 
tactile and aural granularity sensed in nearly 
evezy other V6. 

Apparently unfeshionabiy, it also has just one 


exhaust valve per cylinder to go with the pair 
of inlet valves, but it’s a very large one. The idea 
is to keep more heat in the exhaust gases so that 
the catalyst can work more effidently. If you’re 
designing an engine today, you start at the 
exhaust pipe and work forwards. It’s a back-to- 
front world. 

This is a quick car, and easy to drive quickly 
thanks to a slick-shifting five-speed automatic 
transmission, ample grip and a creamy, fluid 
demeanour through corners marred only by a 
rubbeiy feel to thc steering. There’s 218bhp on 
tap. but sophisticated traction control (it works 
with the anti-lock brakes to slow wheels indi- 
vidually and help inhibit a skid) keeps the 
power channelled in the right direction. And 


should you need to stop ultra-suddenly, the 
braking system senses the urgency of the 
pedal’s movement and applies extra pressure 
for a quicker halt 

This is all very good and worthy, but in the 
end the CLK isn’t so special as to justify that 
huge price. Examine the cabin to see why. It’s 
decently made, and designed with the usual 
Benz logic, but the materials show signs of cost- 
cutting out of place in a car of this identity. 
Given the flimsiness of some mouldings, Mer- 
cedes is in danger of risking its rock-solid rep- 
utation. Of course the CLK is a good car, but 
so is the stunningly gorgeous-looking and 
equally capable Peugeot 406 Coupd. I’d rather 
save £10,000. 


Deceptive Benz: the lean, 
lithe and supercharged 
CLK covers ground with 
consummate ease and 
rapidity - but with the 
equally capable Peugeot 
406 Coupe at £10,000 
less, what price the 
three-pointed star? 
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MARKET RESEARCH 

33 DAISY HILL DRIVE, CHORLEY PRO 9NC 


ABA 07 MED 
AH 928 1200 
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(BADCOMRWYl 
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BOSS 5JXO 
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TEC 871 
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UF4 
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GIUSA 
VER55B 
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Sounds like the neighbours 


Three to view 

Qeam of Devon 


Domestic noise can ruin your life. But people 
are reluctant to complain. By Penny Jackson 


I f there is anything worse than living with 
intrusive noise it is the though r that 
nobody else would even try to. The fear 
of putting a blight on a house when it 
comes to selling holds a great many peo- 
ple back from complaining too vociferously 
about the source of a disturbance. 

An acquaintance who lives in the country, is 
woken up every morning at six by the dogs next 
door. ’"They are let out at first light and are then 
locked in the house all day. They bark almost 
the whole time. They are clearly unhappy and 
I feel guilty about not reporting it to the 
RSPCA. but if we get into a disagreement with 
our neighbours I am worried we will not be able 
to sell The house." she explains. 

AJJ vendors are obliged to inform a purchaser 
about a dispute with a neighbour and it is a rou- 
tine question during the standard preliminary 
inquiry. Any undocumented niggles, though, 
can be kept under wraps, which is why some 
beleaguered owners prefer to suffer in silence 
and why buyers are well advised to visit a prop- 
erty at a number of different times of the day. 

Vhlerie Gibson, founder of the Noise Net- 
work, sympathises with this tendency to keep 
quiet, but regrets the reluctance householders 
have about tackling an issue directly. “1 know 
exactly what it is like. At one time' we had a 
woman next to us who played her music very 
loudly. Buyers would come round but never 
return. It took a year before we eventually sold 
and even then we had to reduce the price." 

Those who are prepared to enter the legal 
fray in search of peace and quiet find them- 
selves set on an arduous course. Les Fenner 
fought a long battle with a south London bor- 
ough which placed air-conditioning units for a 
swimming pool at the bottom of his garden. “I 
was woken up five or six times a night by the 
machines. After four years of broken sleep, my 
health deteriorated and we moved last year to 
the West Country,” says Mr Fenner from his 
new home overlooking the sea. 

“When we put our London house on the 
market, we told our buyers’ surveyor about the 
long argument we had about the machines but 
that it was now settled. Fortunately, it didn't 
worry them," he adds. 

Even though there are no figures to show that 
illness can be triggered by domestic noise, it can 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


drive people to the depths of despair. Recently, 
local authorities have become much tougher on 
anti-social behaviour. From last month, under 
the 1996 Noise Act, they have far greater pow- 
ers to curb noise during the night. Offenders 
face on-the-spot fines of £100, the confiscation 
of hi-fi equipment and, if they prefer to go to 
court, they risk a £1,000 fine and a criminaJ con- 
viction . But so far, according to Valerie Gib- 
son, only S per cent of local authorities have 
chosen to adopt the frill provisions of the Act 
with a round-the-clock service, although many 
do provide an out-of-hours hotline and week- 
end patrols. But as complaints about noise 
everywhere increase, officers are being met by 
more aggression. There have been reports of 
those investigating complaints being abused, 
spat at and beaten up. 

Fear of violence or some kind of reprisal 
deters many people from approaching their 
neighbours, Ms Gibson believes. “Most of the 
people who contact us have made an effort to 
complain, but some are very scared." While 
accepting that mediation has a useful role, she 
is critical of some councils’ rush to use it, often 
forcing complainants into making unsatisfac- 
tory compromises. 

In the present market conditions, sellers with 
a relatively small neighbour problem may well 
be worrying unduly. Agents say that if buyers 
like a property and the issue appears only 
minor, they are more prepared to overiook it 
than they might be dunng times of plenty. They 
may even put a row down to an unfortunate 
clash of personalities. 

This may be optimistic when it comes to the 
unreformabie character, but some rows gen- 
erate an interest all of their own. Take the 
annual set-to at Garsington Manor, for 
instance. The 11-week opera season in this 
Oxfordshire village provokes feelings to rival 
anything on stage. At the centre of the anti 
lobby is Monica Waud, whose Georgian borne 
is just an aria away from the manor. Given that 
the opera is now being prosecuted for breach- 
ing noise levels, does she feel this would 
reduce the value of her house were she to sell? 
“far from it," she says. “Opera has such amaz- 
ing snob appeal, there are no doubt people who 
would relish tile idea of living so dose. It’s a 
bizarre situation." 
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PROPERTY FINDING SERVICE 
FOR INDIVIDUALS AND COMPANIES 

LOOKING FOR A HOUSE OR FLAT 
IN LONDON OR THE HOME CXJUNTEES? 

WE WILL FIND HAND ACT ON YOUR BEHALF TO COMPLETION 
We have six of our thirteen offices covering the commuter belt 
For a brochure or a discussion - contact: 

Head Office: Tel: 01666 860523 
Fax: 01666360886 

London Office: Td: 0171 6220542 
Fax: 0171 738 9332 

e-mail: 106456u2461@compDservexom 


SOHO ESTATES 
APARTMENTS TO LET 


COVENTRY HOUSE 
2 bed apartments in luxnjy newly refurbished 
development, with lift service, central west end location, 
ranging from £500pw, 5/6 Coventry Street, W1 

BATEMAN STREET 

1 bed luxury flats, with lift service, £500pw, Soho W1 

CALL SOHO ESTATES L IMITE D: 0171 292 8000 
FOR VIEWING AND FURTHER INFORMATION 


Warren Cottage, 
near Newton 
Ferrers, was built by 
the first Lord 
Revelstoke in 
as a stopping-off 
point for lunch on a 
nine-mile drive from 
his bouse. Membland 
Hall, around the 
Yealm Estuary and 
along the cliffs. 

Perched above nerfect for guests such as 

Warren Beach, the a L na § t pEderick to change into their 
Edward VII and the E®P r ^ { ^ / OU r-bedroom house 
bathing togs before a spot of gardens is surrounded 

with musk: room study and an acre* gara & 

a ^ pri “ of 

£300.000 (01392 2J5631). 

Knowte Down was 
derelict from the late 
1940s until 1990 
when the present 
owners discovered 
and restored it. The 
Grade IHisted house 
near South Molton 
(six miles from 
Exmoor) has four 
bedrooms and three 
reception rooms and 

t^tSdrwm° annexe presently let as a 
sitting room has a chestnut timber floor < ^xpwed ^^and 
a Hunter combustion stove set into the brepla^. There c a 
conservatory, bam- garden room and workshop- All for sale 
through Webbers (01398 323271) for £_j5.000. 

Mill Cottage a t ^ 

seats, oak beams and 
oak boarded doors. 

renovated and sits in 

an acre of landscaped gardens, stocked with wisteria, roses, 
apple, cherry and viburnum. A stream feeds into a pond of 
water lilies. Agents Marchand Petit are asking £295.000 
(01548 844473). „ . _ „ 

Rosalind RusseB 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
] | Wales | 
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Wanted 


’WANTED! 


LANO/SI7ES - without Planning Permission 
but with possible development potential. 
Preferably in vQfage/town locations, In 
Cheshire and North West.. 

Wb are prepared (a tin aB the oosfe and risks In oWalrang 
pemSssim. Our plannhgtwBuBafyteflreajperta. Wa are interested 
in buying any land - hum targe gardens to awkwa acreage. 
DiflkaA nusance, problem, canvercfcn, renovation, Sated, redundoti 
areJUnnaghbourty^asalDDnsktered. 

PLEASE FORWARD LOCATION PLANS AND ANY PLANNING 
HISTORY DETAILS Ttr. 

STRUTT8 

GOLDFINCH RfVRKER O 

Goldfinch (Projects) Limited, 

Elston, West Road, Weeverbem, Cheshire CW8 3 HH 
_ Tel; 01928 787800 

Ireland 


tori' opportune m nivn 
lr.idiiiOfi.il 5-hcdfixmi conus? 
wllli huildin# pJo. 
oi erluokins: link.* >*i|f 
course jnJ shon walk from 
supcriiiiv? sandy his 
M:wiW pnumib! for 
rcTuijmsmt second home or 
ivrv lucrative holiday letting. 

£200,000 ooo 
Tefc (Day) 01792 894623 
CEventag) 01792 333108 

Yorkshire 


Devon & Cornwall 



BENHAM REEVES 


STICKLEYft KENT 

j Specialists in Residential letring and management ii 
Camden. Rqtenfs Park and Primrose Hill. 

Regent’s Park Office 
0171 267 2053 


Somerset 


Overseas Property 

iRiir 


WEST OF IRELAND 1 Yorkshire Dates 



RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS 


DEVON 

CALVEKLEIGB 

TIVERTON 

IdyHfcDet 


Wi In 1/3 aero grounds. 
Oil eh lounga/dincr 
ingfonook fireplaca, 

3 bedrooms. Mjxwsd beams. 
Kitchen, bathroom, own well 

and stream garage; P«W. 

Easy access to MB and 
RaUstation. 

PRICE; £1550900 

TeU 01864 855286 


Docklands 


!4w"4 



I Second flow opartowat 

treated <» Luaghw w* bes w 
with D.LJB. to 

City and Canary wwin. 
Pl*a~ idtphaK as **- « 

0171 512 9388 


NR. CANTTERBURY 
Rare opportunity to 
acquire a spacious 2 bed 
Gnd Fir Apt in ISC GDJ 
listed Georgian Mansion. 

sci within a 1000 acre 
park. High ccilings/cellar 
and caretaker. London 
Ihr, Paris 2hrs - 
L/H with F/H. 

Suit retired/prolessionate. 

01304 825575 


London Property 


HERNE H I iJ*, SE24 

Pre-war 3-bed semi, 
generously proportioned 
rooms. 75ft garden, huge 
garage/wOTKshop, 
outhouse, noeds new 
owner wire wold 
appreciate ORGANIC 
KITCHEN GARDEN. 
Secluded, in quiet street, 
rot 5 quo. walk trains 
»N Dulwich or Heme 
Hill), buses, paries. 

£159kfhld. 

Q171 274 7526. 

Ill I8UHOTOH/ 


Hampstead 

0171 435 9681 


Highgate 

0181 341 2335 



BsunUM pur FREE con Ollis 
KB tsj«g nwasro-ly dnsum 
PXM ani unM esnaa, w InjS 
nmcs. wm* * Inna. i*n 

•nlV tssuntt iMi nsoSw 
DMoSlm Wh fni nnm 

For your EBEE copy mdC 
01 SI-542 9080 
■rnbn 

AMUnSTOCK FUBUSHIHC LTD 


FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS 
monthly, for your Iree copy tsie- 

phono ( 0181 ) 947 1834 


Churning 3 bedroom country cottage with many 
modern features. Situated on a 1 acre site which 
can be further developed as a commercial 
Noreery or as a private garden. 

Price £75,000 

BRADY AUCTIONEERS LTD 
Tel: 00 353 73 20595 Fax: 00 353 78 20411 


Spacious one bed roomed 
split levs) apartment, orer 
looking tbe aaiersuie in 
converted Victorian mflL 
Original features. Fully 
fined Lichen. Secured 
parking and entrance to the 
mill. Two cron urc walk 
from SJdpton town centre. 

£ 69,500 

Teh 01942 817801 


eflt/goitfsn 

C2SO.D0O.U 


* THE INDEPENDENT • 
AND THE 
INDEPENDENT ON 
SUNDAY 

will be featuring two guides to 

STUDENT 

ACCOMMODATION 

in the Property Sections on 

J SATURDAY 1 6th AUGUST 
1997 in THE LONG 
WEEKEND and 

SUNDAY 24th AUGUST 1997 
in TRAVEL & MONEY 
INCORP PROPERTY 

For further information, or to advertise within 
this feature please call Tbe Property Team: 
Kenny Banns 0171 293 2302 

Albert Blackburn 0171 293 2343 
Dawn Phillips 0171 293 2037 
A or fax on 0171 293 3156 | 


NE SOMERSET 

Immsenbtc spactoua bam 
coavernoa. 

South (Vang in cotnryunJ wilA 
listed baddhagi. 3 bedrooms. 
infiDjr. bathroom, hup open- 
plan kitchen through dining 
nod Bring. Ample parking. 
Most see details. Possible 
gaBery* 8 x 15m mature gnrden 
inviting final interpreuooit No 
chain. 

OIRO £145,000 
w 01373 832156 


Colour Property 
ifpears every Sunday. 

52% of Independent 
on Sunday readers 
are currently buying 
.their own home. 
To advertise call 

The Property 
Team on 
0171 293 2302 
or 0171 293 2343 

Source MRS I Apri '•to- March "971 


Advertise your property through the Independent and Independent on Sunda v 

successful Property Gallery, a marketplace that is tried, tested and works. ' NR LEICESTER/ . 

The advertisement appears in the Saturday Long Weekend and the Sunday Travel I • • A vEj : 
Money. Property sections. Your property will appear in the format shown here with 40 fc •• 

words of description complemented by a full colour photograph of your home ' 

The Cost 

The more advertisements you book, the cheaper the cost per ad:- ' 

1 x Advertisement costs £95 ' 

apartnimt m formal* 

2 x Advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) from** 5 

3 x Advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) ■ 

Fill In (be ooapon below nod send payment, a colour pbotoeranb and un to 40 4 crronl ?^te^s-iIx , xnrk^; . - 

The Property T«»». CUM Ad.ertfaing, » CO|>y '«= „ V ? 

I Canada Sqnare, Canary Wlarf. Und m E14 5D “ 

DnuHJnt lor ircript (Jetfjtfkota a ii Icmi 6 Harking ix« orior U> jnbSctrioB. ^i74v9SO a n n 

o^r ^wnSSiusi'f ) 

ADDRESS TELEPHONE (daytime) "11" 

PlMse enclose a d^oe for iUs amount made Pte’ S 

CREDIT CARD NqL 1 [ JJ I .1 11 1 I \ U 11 1 1 I rypiov n.t-rc "^A^x^toere Cb* 


LAKU U-U J XLLU . I M I M L . U E-XP1RY DATE. SICNATURF ^ 

For adnu or man mformmo* please call ‘The Pr operty Team' on 


copy to: 


ImawcuUftetinw)) 
apartnvMrt in former H 
bodge 14 mOeniq^h 
Sore city ceatrKlS«H 


f^Sninearea. SaaiL 
«ed garden, gnragat ; 

?4>950 ojlo. .. 


lj£o 
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1 Bull market throws up another hazard: information overload 

I . A fh&.n T mMi»j i. ■ 


We 




be spared would 

to greet me on my dejnEte?* 
returned from our breakfaw 1 ■ 
each naming. If nJS™ 1 ^ 

to read invoking efc,? l 6 * 5 
wrong. Just as maw Was 

dqwn^tfcfy bS3£^ « 

the. casern the r^Ted ad 

8 merc bant bank. 

1^A35s£s5:S 

sjgaaisrg-- 

much information. We have it now 
Let me give you a taste of this week’s 
offerings. Both Nationwide and Halifax 

are urging me to Jook at the 

performance of the housing market 
One says growth is slowing, with the 
year-on-year rise down on June’s figure. 


b^ll! Cr SUSgesls housc Prices are as 
11 is easy to see why 

HaHf ar t n0t mak * n & tJlc noise. 

Halifax has a veiy broadly based 

stretching throughout the UK. 

“T° n thal house Prices rose by 

the SL 01 ** ccnl durin fi Sti] y reflects 
the very uneven nature of the house 

pna: recovery. London has been the 
eader m restoring values to the home 
owner. Gradually, wc arc learning from 
Nationwide, the good performance in 
the capital is spreading out to the home 
counties - but this is of much less 
importance to Halifax customers, who 
are buying houses the length and 

breadth of the land. 

Still, Nationwide’s contention that 
house prices rose by more than 10 per 
cent during the past year (Halifax could 
not even manage 7 per cent) shows just 
how strong the South-east has been. 
London actually delivered a 17.5 per 
cent increase, according to its survey, 
even though the rise now seems to be 
slowing. 

Interestingly, the recovery in the 
housing market is delivering less of a 
feelgood factor than has been the case in 
the past. Arguably we do not need it. 



V 4 


Brian Tora 


'During that time of 
quiet that separated the 
1987 crash from the 
Gulf War the flow of 
paper lessened. It was 
too good to lasf 


More than £30bn has fallen into Che laps 
of mutual society members, including 
Halifax borrowers, some of which has 
been recycled into the real economy. 

Which brings me neatly on to the 
next pile of paper I need to read. As 
chairman of the investment strategy 
committee at Greig Middleton, there 
are reams of opinion to digest ahead of 
our regular monthly meeting - some 
considered, some speculative. Among 
the more interesting items for inclusion 
in this week's deliberations was the 
continued remarkable performance of 
the financial sector. 


Can this ou [performance continue? 
Well, we know that consolidation and 
rationalisation are likely, but it is the 
potential cost-cutting that is exciting 
some analysts. It seems 125,000 people 
are likely to lose gainful employment 
within this industry over the next few 
years. This, at least, was the contention 
of a consultancy which sees an 
acceleration in the restructuring of the 
financial services sector. 

Actually the consultancy was quite 
optimistic - 125,000 jobs may go, but 
1 13,000 are sot to be created. The bad 
news is that those likely to find 


themselves as candidates for the dole 
queue are unlikely to fill the shoes put 
out by employers anxious to take 

advantage of new opportunities. 

According to Create, the ongmators of 
the report, those with creative, fienble 
minds are needed to deal with new- ■ 
c us tomers and offer new services. It is . 
the back-office jobs that will vanish. 

Much of the bloodletting is likely to 
take place in the banking world. Bang 
have certainly been in the vanguard or. 
the market rise. The emotionally 

charged 5,000 barrier was breached 
decisively this week. It joins many other 
targets in falling to the bulls as the 
global rush into equities continues. Is 
Nemesis waiting around the corner? It 
is a foolish forecaster indeed who states 
that no correction will take place, but 
there is no sign that a reversal of 
fortune is approaching. 

In the US bears still outnumber bulls 
among professional managers. This 
suggests that there is still institutional 
liquidity waiting to go into the market. 

It is undoubtedly true that th e sup ply of 
equity is contracting as more firms 
institute share buy-back programmes. 
Much of the same scenario exists on 


this side of the pond. Those managers 
brave (or foolhardy) enough to 
announce that cash is king have been 

taken apart by the market. 

Of course, a trend is a trend until it 
stop®. And stop it will at some stage. 
Meantime investors should remember 
that all the action is taking place in a 
small number of large compa nies . Look 
further down the list into the FTSE 250 
and you wifi find prices are barely 
changed on average since the start of 
the year. Good value can still be found 
amongst mid cap stocks overlooked in 
the mad bull rush. 

For those who hanker even smaller 
companies, it is worth considering 
Bectra Investment Trust. A 20 per cent 
discount on “net asset value” must 
underestimate a business which has 
consistently delivered the goods. Not 
for widows and orphans, but at least a 
note on this company is unlikely to 
extend into the reams of paper with 
which I usually have to contend. 

Brian Tora is chairman of Greig 
Middleton ’s investment strategy 
committee and can be contacted on 
0171-6554000 . L 


The credit 




Consolidating 
your debts may 
not be your 
best bet, writes 
Rachel Fixsen 


'3£5' 


uying on credit is so easy - it’s, 
almost as effortless as letting your 
credit bills get out of hand. Before 
yon know it, monthly repayments can eat 
up most of your disposable income and 
you end up with little left to live on. 

Short of winning the lotteiy, what can 
you do to escape from this trap? “People 
have got to be motivated to solve the 
problem before anything can be done 
about it,” says one debt counsellor. 

Financial advisers say many of their 
Clients donot realise just how much inter- 
est is charged on the money they borrow, 
whether on credit cards, personal loans 


car payment schemes. 
Credit card bi 








card balances can cost as much 
as 26 per cent in interest a year, personal 
loans cost up to 27 per cent and you could 
pay up to 41 per cent interest on an unau- 
thorised overdraft, according to financial 
data provider Moneyffects. The effect of 
ffiese&fttes can be crippling. 

Fbr example, if you had a £1,000 bal- 
ance on a furniture store card, a £600 bal- 
ance on a department store card and 
owed £1,400 to Bardaycard, then you 
would probably have to pay a total of £700 
a year in interest alone. Add to this repay- 
ments on a £70,000 mortgage and a new 
car, and even someone earning £25,000 
could find themselves stretched to meet 
their minimum payments. 

Even if you can’t really afford it, it is 
relatively simple to get access to credit. 
“The problem is, you can get a Dorothy 
Perkins store card, and then go next door, 
and get one from another shop,” says Stu- 
artDavidson, of the National Association 
of Citizens Advice Bureaux. 

: Many organisations share information 
about how much credit a person already 
j has- Thg is called white data^as opposed 
%*to black data, which includes information 
about any county court judgements you 
might have against your name. . 

When you owe here, there and every- 
where, consolidating your debts often 



Getting Into debt does not have to mean a trip to the pawn shop 


seems a attractive idea. If you have prop- 
erty which is not fully mortgaged, remort- 
gaging it to include the amount you 
would need to pay off your other lenders 
might make sense. The rate of interest 
you pay on your mortgage is likely to be 
lower than on other borrowings. 

Sometimes you can get a personal 
loan at a relatively tow interest rate. Royal 
Bank of Scotland Direct offers loans of 
between £2,000 and £15,000 at rates 
between 123 per cent and 13.9 per cent 
-considerably less than most credit cards. 

But Mr Davidson points oiit that as unse- 
cured personal loans are often repaid over 
a longer period than store cards, you can 
end up paying more over the whole term. 

If you fend yourself with problems, the 
first thing you should do is contact your 
lenders. “The majority will suspend the 
interest payments to help you get out of 
difficulty,” Mr Davidson saySL 

But there’s no point in consolidating 
your borrowings unless you attack the root 
of the problem. Why did you overspend, 
and can you stop this pattern of behav- 
iour? “Once you consolidate, if you then 


take out more credit, then you aren’t doing 
yourself any favours,” he says. Younger 
people who have not settled down are 
especially apt to overspend. Spending on 
items which used to be regarded as luxu- 
ries is often seen as essential now. 

Peter White, managing counsellor at 
the Consumer Credit Counselling Service, 
says staff at the service always work out 
a priority budget with their clients. 
“You’Ve got to pay your mortgage, coun- 
cil tax- and food tends to be habit-form- 
ing,” he says. People can get into serious 
trouble by using available funds to pay to 
lenderewho shout the loudest rather than 
keeping up mortgage payments. 

Setting a watertight budget helps bring 
it home to clients that any non-essential 
spending will mean having to forgo an 
essential payment, and the consequences 
of this could be dire. 

National Debtline, 0121-359 8501; Con- 
sumer Credit Counselling Service, 0800 138 
1111; Look in the TfeHow Pages under 
1 Counselling and advice agencies 1 ’ for the 
Citizens Advice Bureau. 


Is Au 

right for 
you? 


Are you 
right 
for Au ? 


9.9% APR for 
balance transfers 

13.9% APR 
standard rate 

No annual 
fee 

And up to 56 days 
interest free 


If you'd like a better kind of credit 
carfi. you should apply for Au - a 
new Gold MasterCard. 

Because we're very selective 
about who gets Au. our 
cardholders don't subsidise other 
people's bad debts. 

That means you pay just 9.9% 
APR For the first year on balance 



Earn at least 
£20,000 


Have a good 
credit record 


99 % 

APR 

balance transfers 
for 1 2 months 

13.9% APR 
standard rate 


transfers, and only 13.9% APR 
standard rate - so you enjoy 


Like to keep a 
balance 

Already have a 
credit card 


excellent value. See below to find 
out how much you could save. 

So if you think Au is right for 
you, and you're right for Au. 
call us free on 0800 000 197 
or send back the coupon. 

Au. Not everyone gets ft. 

Will you? 


Au Gold 
MasterCard 


NH 9.9% 


to 

m 

*j“ 

N/A 


Call free on 08 



197 


Barclays 
standard Visa 


£10 21.4% £205.60 


NatWest 
standard Visa 


£12 20.8% £195.00 


IJ^tend^ndanJ £12 2 0.6% £192-00 
MasterCard 


Goldfish 

MasterCard 


Nil 18.9% £157.20 


Please mum to R8S Cards. FREEPOST. RM 101 1. Wkttbnl SS1 1 88K 
WU send yew ful tatarmation atom Au 

Name (Mr/Mra/MBs-Msi 


■oacwrrviuw 

Address 


Quote Ref: U1 51 


Au 


Postcode 


Telephone iHome/Wort] 



Ncflc. LMMdSfcle 10 perwins under 21 yean til age. Wrmen <a*82Uxis awadable. Sensed to status. Canfinider b lequmd lb male raornrty payments iwuun davs d suutncm 
■UP of ai teas pie mrimum sum specified on surewert whth sfu* rw be lew (fun &*• of (tie (Msunring balance or ES, Mtictiewr e. create* or me U amount due rf toss Ui*i 
E5. Ciirrrt raies as at SO Apr! 1997 ’Atnwe sanngs are based cm uanflemng a balance rt 0,000. when remains ccnsuffl tar a yev Balance uanstaf rare 9 9% APR (wed lor 
12 morans. standard rate 1 5.9% APR varaHc Tte <*ove APR, the fee nfere apoied IT*! Au art babnccirensJer rare e shewn. The races tar al aher cards w? 
tliar standard races and exdude any short lerm spool odas APRs are (used on a credll Bm» of E5.500 

RES Carts *s?rw? or rtghf u> offer jw j sanfer cant mm a sant&d APR c< 16 EK. «anatte and a batance transjer rate of 13.9* Are feed tor U* (tot 1 2 mwhs *>d no amrai 
tee, if you 0 k) nor Quaafy tar die kner rate can]. 

RBS Cants limited. Regfcnoed Office: 42 SI Andrew Square, EcBoiwgfr EH2 2VL Registered in Soodand Number 160 1 1 1. A Royal Bank of Sndaid Company. 



PENSIONS 
MADE SIMPLE 

24 hours a (lav / (lavs a week Now you can pick up the phone and act 

pensions information or advice and even set up a plan, quickly and without fuss 




■*r " 


0345 6789 10 

nr ! /) 1 k t O V ( > l! I' I IT C 1 1 ‘ V >- > 1 ( ’i 0 H t Mil u ft C i A 1 A d\ i S C Y 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


*.'• _ * * 


; *** ■ Pqj- your protection , your calls to 


Sottish Widows may be re co riled, information or advice will only be provided on Scottish Widows products. Issued by Scottish Widows' Fund and Life Assurance Society, a mutual company. Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. 
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Sophisticated 

players are 
betting they 
can squeeze 
more money by 


Nic Cicuti 


playing the 
‘discount’ g 


game 
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I nvestment can mean many ^ 

things. To a handful of 

people, investment means 
t along a gamble, as much fo , 
the fun of it as for the 
prospect of making 0 q 

^^”e r N=s W 
have been stealthily shifting 

their money into a range of ae 

investment trusts. . s 

They are hoping not just „ 
for the returns one might 

normally expect from eqrnj fa 

investments, but to squeeze g 

an extra few per cent by « 

punting on the Iflcelihood 
that the huge discounts to o 
many funds’ net asset value * 
will narrow substantially in » 
the next few months. JJ 

The central premise of the u 
strategy is useful for anyone 
considering how to obtain u 
best value from their savings, n 
The most important thing to n 
understand is the concept of a 
net asset value. * 

Investment trusts are 11 

[ closed-end' funds. A trust is a c 
company, with its own shares 
which you buy if you want to r 

invest or sell if you are J 

cashing in. The value of 5 

these shares is determined ’ 
by a combination of their i 
underlying assets - net asset ; 
value, or NAV - and investor i 
sentiment about the trust 1 
itself. A trust can have, say, 
£ 100 m of equities in a range 
of blue-chip companies, but 

I inly be worth £90m. When 
his happens, the investment 
rust is trading at a discount 
o NAV. 

As our graph shows below, 
iince December 1992 the 
iiscount has narrowed and 
then widened again, from 12 
to 5 per cent and back up to 
12 per cent at present In 
effect, the investment trust 
industiy now has more than 
£60bn of assets under 
management but the market 
capitalisation of investment 
trusts, what they are actually 
worth, is about £47bn. 

To some observers, this 
widening of the discount has 
been a source of worry: 
investors in this sector are 
doing worse than if they had 
placed their money into unit 
trusts, for example. 

Ernest Fenton, director 
general at the Association of 
Investment Trust Companies 
(A1TC), says: “No other 
investment product offers 
the opportunity of buying 
shares so cheaply. For every 
88 p invested you are 
acquiring assets of £ 1 .” 

It is this disparity that 
offers the potential for 
investors to make some gains 
by going agairtst the grain of 
current investment 
sentiment. 

Robbie Robertson, an 
investment trust analyst at 
Kleinwort Benson, says: 
“With investment trusts, you 
have to be prepared to be 
something of a contrarian.'’ 
He argues it may be time 
£ to enter the market, 

” judiciously, and take 
g advantage of discounts 
« narrowing again in future, 

a “gearing up” on the 

« investment, 

es If you were planning to 
invest in, for instance, a Far 
« Eastern unit trust, it may 
a* now make sense to look at 
M the same sector but with an 

SI investment trust. Emerging 

a ’ markets are another area 


where discounts to NAV are 

high and it may be 

worthwhile committing 

^So^far so good. But the 

speculative po^nti^ does 

Sot end here. One of the • - 

features of / 

restructuring of the Fleming «- 

Far Eastern Trust, dwrassed ■ ^ 

in this column, was the ■*- 

decree to which it was . 

prompted by an external 

“raider”. Elliott Associates. 

This was a US speculative ■ t t 

fend which had the potential 
to cause trouble by pushing 

for the assets in the •..• 

investment trust to be sold 

off. It may be worth looking . ... . 

at the activities of Andrew • - 

ScbecteL whose US nrm. 

Sierra Trading, is active in 

the market. 

How does he pick 
investment trusts likely to 
face similar attentions in 
future? Charles Cade, an - - - 
analyst at Merrill Lynch, Ay 

suggests the first thing to * 

look for is evidence of 

corporate activity generally. 

For example, many trusts 
hold regular votes, on 
average between three and 
five years, by shareholders on 
whether to wind themselves 
up. If the discount to NAV is 
at least 12-15 percent 
r investors would receive a 
decent return even after 
wind-up costs. 

However, Mr Cade warns: 

“Govett’s US Smaller 
Situations investment trust 
shareholders, who had such 
a vote lasL year, voted to 
continue.” 

/, Carolyn Coke, another 
analyst at Nat West 
Securities, agrees that • ■- 

1 despite a very wide discount % - 
i to NAV, which at one point ^ 
reached IS per cent, G ovett's 
shareholders remained 
i remarkably loyal. j 

One fund where a wind-up ■ 

et vote will shortly be taking 
place is the Edinburgh 
ty Dragon Trust, again 

specialising in the Far East. 

This trust, whose 

is shareholders vote in ! 

November, is trading at a ! 

NAV discount of 13 per cent, 
id What about other trusts 

lit where interesting corporate ■ 
activity is nigh, or has 
already been taking place? 
of One fund which may have 

ies seen the activities of a 

raiding party is Govett yr\ 
Oriental, in the Far East 
including Japan sector. The 
ry fund, which has operated at 

a discount to NAV of up to 
17 per cent, closed to a 12.8 
discount Kleinwort 
Overseas, in the 

lins international capital growth 
of sector, is another fund to 
watch, Ms Coke suggests. 

But she warns that 
speculation on this level is 
t only suitable for 

sophisticated investors: 
fou “Some of the arbitrageurs 

: are prepared to take a. 

i.” position many months ahead, 

ne They will also have hedged 

their funds, so that they are 
not forced to sustain heavy -ft/- { 
losses if the value of a fund ■ 

:, were to fall.” 

Ultimately, Mr Cade 
argues, the purpose of 
□ investing most be to obtain 

Far good value. While 

f investment trusts are ripe for . ... v 

at a rebound on their NAYs, .. 

an hoping to force the pace at a 

ing time of uncertain stock ^ 

a markets means risking a lot. ' ■ 


Investment trust discounts to net asset value (NAV) 1992-9? 
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You might find this a little painful 


y *■ „ ^ . 


•*/ 


Paying the dentist 
for treatment can 
hurt more than the 
work itself if you 
are not insured 
writes Nic Cicutti 


I mouth he is _ -; our 


< >-a 1 


“l. 

. ■ i=nif 


“ • 

NHS dental fees are sei by ihe Gov- 
ernment, an issue which has led raanv 
denttp to complain that they are bein'c 
pajd too little for the services they pro 
vade. The result has been a gradual exo- 
dus by many dentists from the state sys- 
tem, leaving pans of the UK and some 
large cities without dentists willing to offer 
in Ha care. 

Even if your dentist is prepared to see 
you on the NHS, costs can be high. ' 


iK;'^ CCOr ^i n ® ,u ^lir/i / magazine, which 
ms month publishes a survey of dental 
insurance, you arc required to' pay 80 per 
cent of your dental costs up to £330 for 
eacn course of treatment. Anything over 
hat amount, plus the remaining 20 per 
cent, is paid by the siaic. 

By contrast, private treatment might 
cos !, u P. l ° £^6 for a gold crown normally 
avadaWc on the NHS for Ob, while it 
s "* a J* filling Tor which you pay £4.b4 on 
tht -‘NHS will set you back between £18 
an J«2 fro ™ a Pdvaic practitioner. 

While private dentists charge much 
more, arguably the service is better - at 
least from some members of the profes- 
sion. In any ease, whether or not this is 
true hardly matters if you are forced to 
go private because NHS dentists no 
longer practice in your area. 

If you arc paying private rates, insur- 
ance is one way of avoiding large and 
unexpected bills, while helping to spread 
the cost throughout the year. Some types 
of insurance also allow you to choose 
more expensive treatment, such as white 
fillings in back teeth instead of the metal- 
iooking amalgam. 

There are three main types of cover 
available: capitation, dental insurance 
and health care cash plans. 


Dental 

insurance 

schemes 


Captation schemes 

BUPA 

Danplan 

Insurance schenes 

CKftfcara 

WPA 

Heath care cash plans 

BCWA 

BKSF 

Soweto Healthcare 
The Heam Scheme 
WKCA 



Dental Cover 
Denptan Cara 


Cate fflanche 
ProvMental 


Kospitd cash pfae . | 
■ Hosptol Cash Pfer I 
Health Cara 
Healthcare Cash Plan I 
Premier Plan 
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Capitation schemes: These are budget There arc some potential snags with 
plans, typically available from your local capitation schemes. One is that you are 
demist .You register and are given an ini- required to pay for work on your teeth 
tial dental check, based on which the prnc- identified in the initial check before you 
titioncr decides how much you should pay are allowed to join, 
on a regular basis. The average monthly Expensive treatment may not be fully 
cost is £10, although if your mouth looks covered, but on the other hand cheaper 
like an indoor version of a muon crater, cover means you won't be covered at all. 

this ran ri<i> in wr»i*b Finntiv rt'nlicK will nnlv Men un to one 




this can rise to £25 a week. 


Finally, demists will only sign up to one 


insurer, which means you are given no 
choice. The most common is Denptan, 
owned by PPP. which specialises in health 
and long-term care insurance. 

Dental insurance schemes: These simply 
repay the cost of private treatment to the 
dentist, with some offered by insurers as 
standalone policies and others part of a 
medical insurance package. 


You typically pay about £100 a year for 
such a package. But majorwork may not 
be covered, while there may ako be an 
excess, leaving you to find the first £5 to 
£25 of any claim. There may also be a Ipmt 
to the amount paid out each year or a 
waiting period before you are allowed to 
join. As with capitation schemes, you may 
not be allowed to join if your teeth are not 
up to scratch. 

Health care cash plans: The treatment 
you receive is a integral part of a pack- 
age which may include optical treatment 
and maternity benefits. 

Premiums are calculated on a flat-rate 
basis paid monthly or weekly, and do not 
depend on the state of your teeth. The 
plan then pays out a proportion of any 
dental bills incurred, capped at an upper 
limit of £100, for instance. Payment takes 
the form of a reimbursement to you for 
treatment you have already paid for. 
The amount you receive depends on the 
cover you have bought. _ . 

However, in addition to the claim limit, 
you may find a long initial waiting period 
before making the first claim effectively 
negates the purpose of taking out such a 
scheme. Namely, the nasty pain in your 
upper left molar that drove you to check 
out the cost of insurance in the first place. 


Best buys 
in name only 


The advice you receive from an 
I FA may not be independent, 
writes Simon English 


ow truly independent 
is the independent 


. I I financial advice you 
Receive? Tens of thousands 
^f customers at Bradford & 
Bingley might well ask 
themselves this question 
following a row between the 
building society and some of 
its rivals, who accuse it of 
only recommending the 
products of a handful of 
companies that pay 
commission to the society. 

According to the rules laid 
down by the Personal 
Investment Authority, the 
financial watchdog, financial 
advisers can either be tied to 
one firm and sell only that 
firm's products, or be totally 
independent, recommending 
from all available products. 

The problem is that most 
big firms of independent 
_ advisers screen the products 
y offered to investors. These 
so-called best-buy panels are 
widely used by large IFAs, 
though some are 
embarrassed to admit iL 

When business newspaper 
Money Marketing tried to 
publish the best-buy panel of 
Bradford & Bingley. the 
largest high street IFA, its 
response was to threaten an 
injunction. 

Why is the society touchy? 
For some time Bradford & 
Bingley has differentiated 
itself from other lenders by 
stressing the independence of 
its advice. Unlike most 
societies, its 400-strong team 
. of advisers is able to 


A recommend the most suitable 
vnensioh or investment rather 




vpensioh or investment rather 
than just one company’s, or 
so they say. 

Yet a leaked best-buy list 
shows that consumers who 
visit B&B to buy a pension 
of any kind get the choice of 
just six products - 
Commercial Union, Legal & 
General, Scottish Widows, 
Standard Life, Clerical 
Medical or Sun Life. 

All of these companies are 
recognised and respected 
providers, but some experts 
claim the list is too short to 
constitute fully independent 
advice. So why do they do it? 

, Virgin Direct makes the 
'*point that all of the products 
v fisted pay commission to 
B&B. Why aren't any non- 
commission products 
recommended? 

Virgin product 
development manager 
Martin Campbell says: Ins 

outrageous that customers* 
who are told they are getting 
independent advice are 
being limited to just six 
pension companies put of 
the 70-plus in the market. 

“j think these plans are a 

far cry from being the six 
best buys from a customer 
viewpoint and commission- 

free plans don't even get a 

look in." 

So will you get good 

js advice from B&B? 

^ B&B’s list is based on 

research into the^ . 

performance erf the fluid 
managers. B&B makes the 

point that it spends 

thousands of pounds • ■ 


panels are updated four 
times a year to keep 
companies on their toes. 

The society claims to know 
precisely what kind of 
customers it gets and what 
kind of products they need. 

It is so confident of this, that 
for certain types of products 
there are only two options to 
choose from. 

If you are not on our 
panel, B&B says, you just are 
not up to scratch. However, 
there are notable omissions 
from the paneL 

Equitable Life, NPL 
Scottish Equitable and 
National Mutual Life are 
reckoned by most experts to 
be leading providers of 
pensions, but B&B doesn't 
think so. 

Marketing manager Lynn 
Colman says: “We start with 
the same universe as 
everyone else, but we screen 
lower. As we know our client 
base and what our 
customers' needs are, using 
best-buy panels enables us to 
look at the best products for 
our customers.” 

The plus point is that 
B&B is able to get deals for 
customers by being able to 
promise bulk sales. This 
could mean that it negotiates 
lower' charges or special 
product enhancements. 

On the downside, It could 
also mean that the society 
can demand high amounts of 
commission. Companies 
desperate to buy business 
and force themselves onto 
panels are offering higher 
and higher commission rates, 
up to 40 per cent more than 
that paid to small IFAs. 

It would be a matter of 
grave concern if the best-buy 
tables started to reflect the 
providers with the deepest 
pockets rather than the best 
products. 

B&B’s rivals among IFA 
firms claim that six 
companies is far too short a 
list to pick from and that the 


use of best-buy panels makes 
a mockery of independent 
advice. 

Charles Levett-Scrivener 
at leading IFA firm Tbwry 
Law says: “If their advisers 
have got so few options, how 
can it be independent advice, 
even if they are good 
options?'' 

The PIA says it keeps a 
close eye on best-buy panels 
"and wifi stamp down hard on 
any IFA which gives more 

than 20 per cent of its 

business to one company. 

Spokeswoman Sarah 
Modiock says: “Firms must 

ensure that clients receive 
suitable advice. .... 

“Clearly this would hot be 
the case where an 
independentfinn restricts 
itself to using the same small 
number of product providers 
and refuses to discuss 
products of firms outside 
that group." 

For consumers, the 
question they ought to be 
asking next time they speak 
to a supposedly independent 
adviser should be: “Who else 
could you have 
recommended and how 
independent are you?” 




The Index-T racking PEP j| 


WHAT MAKES LEGAL & GENERAL’S 


FTSE ALL-SHARE INDEX-TRACKING 


PEP THE BEST VALUE PEP OF ITS 


KIND ON THE MARKET? 


A glance at the table will show that - 


since its launch just over IS months 


ago - this Index-Tracking PEP from 


Legal & General has proved that it 


offers PEP investors unbeatable value 


for money. 


It follows the FTSE All-Share Index. 








This Index reflects the performance of 


Legal & General / 0.50% / 40.21% 


the entire stockmarkct, so it reduces 


the risk of being over-exposed to shares 


which under-perform and lessen your 


return. In fact, £6,000 invested in the 


Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP at 
launch would now be worth £8,412* 


j Gartmore ; /■. 

f.' ■ ■. 

Kleinwort Benson- 


compared to just £7,667* in the average 


/ ‘ :;v .' 

/ Virgin ■ : . ^ 


UK Income & Growth Trust. 


- rs V'S‘4 


( Average UK Jfaccm& f [Ti : \ * ; • # * 

Trust , :;. J : ; • j 


NO 

initial charges 


0 . 5 % 

annual rn a n age nt e n / 


charge 


The FTSE All-Share 
Index-Tracking PEP 
that performs the best 


NO 

u itbiirau al fee 


(also costs the least) 


UNBEATABLE COSTS... 


,C* 3 * 


At just 0.5% p.a„ you won’t find a better 
value FTSE All-Share Index-Tracking PEP 
anywhere else. And there are still no 




initial charges or withdrawal fees to pay. 


To find out more about the UK's 


best value FTSE All-Share Index-Tracking 
PEP, call now, or return the coupon 


Find out more now -Phone free 0500116622 


opposite. Alternatively, you can contact 
us at http://www.legaI-and-generaI.co.uk 


FREEPHONE 8am TO 8pm WEEKDAYS 9am TO 5pm WEEKENDS PLEASE QUOTE REF: R4DJ12 

For your protection calls will usually He rcconJcd and randomly monitored. 


fL to: Legal & General (Direct) Limited. FREEPOST SWC0467, Cardiff CF1 1YW 
„ Please send me foil written details of the Legal & General Index-Tracking PER 


•Sonrce: Micropal/LGIM. on an ofTcr 10 bill basis based nn all PEP 
charges with grn» income fHnw>wl from 01. II. 9S (since 
launch) u> 0~.O7.V7. P»r performance i> not necessarily a RVliie 
lu future performance. Both capital anti income values may po 
do»n as well as up and you may not prt back the amount 
invested. Tax assumptions are those currently applicable and arc 
Mibfcci to statutory rfunfie.The value of tax relief will depend 
un >our individual circumstances. All comparisons of cost apply 
m PEP!, investing wholly in 1'nil Trusts. Full written details are 
available on request. All statements are correct as at (I7.tr .9* 
Legal & -Genera) (Uiirct) Limited. Registered in England 
No._ 2"02WM1. Registered Office: Temple. Court, 11 Queen 
Victoria Street, Undo*! EO»X 4 TP. Representative only of Ihe 
Legal & General marketing group, members of which arc 
regulated by the ftrrsonal tawsunent Authority and LWRO lor the 
purposes of recommending, advising on and selling Hfc assurance 
and investment products hearing Legal & General's name. 


Surname (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) 


Forenames 


Address 


Postcode 


Date of birth 


Tel. No: Home 


Tel. No: Work 


General 


If you already have any PEP investment, please tick here □. 


B4DJ12 


Vfc may telephone you to nulif sure Information requeued has arrived Milrty. Now and then, we mat' tell you 
about other products nr services uttered by the Legal & lieneral i>mup of companies itai we believe may he 


Investment 

Management 


ini crew ro you. If you wuuhl prefer not lo receive (hb carefully selected Information, plctse rick heir D. 







money 


_ . the .mofpendent long weekend 

SATURDAY 9 AUGUST 199 ‘ “ 


NOW you can get 
to your savings 

k in no time 
I at all. 


A matter 
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SO JOIN IT. 

I 12% I 


Our Growth Fund leads the entire 
low-cost PEP market over 2, 3, 5 and 10 
years, delivering a thumping 212% 
growth since PEPs began. And all you pay 
on the way in is 0.5% Government 
Stamp Duty. Call now for a fact pack. 


0800 829 100 

www.prosp* r. = ^ uk 

o SAVE PROSPER 
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A re you employed or I; 

self-employed and does 
it really matter? The 4- 
answer is, it depends. 

Take Bob, a 20-year-old c 
who completed his 
apprenticeship. He was told . 
there was no vacancy for him V 
unless he considered self- 
employed status. 

The employer’s aim was to n 
save on the tax and National e 
Insurance he would be c 

responsible for if Bob 3 

became an employee. Bob 
was employed on a fixed- I 
term contract during his f 

apprenticeship and had i 

contracted out of his right to « 
claim for unfair dismissal. J 
Self-employed workers are 1 
responsible for making their | 
own Gass 2 National 
Insurance contributions to 
the DSS. By contrast, 
employers are responsible 
for deducting employees' NI 
contributions from their 
wage packets. 

In addition the employer 
must make a contribution 
which varies between 3 per 
cent and 10.2 per cent of the 
employee’s salary depending 
on the level of pay. 

Employees have the right, 
provided that the necessary 
NI contributions have been 
made, to statutory sick pay, 
maternity pay and 
unemployment benefit 
Benefits available to self- 
employed workers are more 
limited. Although basic 
maternity and sickness 
benefits are available, there 
is usually no access to 
unemployment benefit In 
addition there is no 
entitlement to industrial 
injuries benefit, additional 
earnings- related pensions or 
widow’s benefits. 

The self-employed have 
advantages. They can pay 
their tax bill up to two years 
. ta in arrears and a category of 
w& work-related expenses can 
■** be set against tax. 

JJ In some situations it is 

difficult to tell whether a 

worker is self-employed. It is 
08 not sufficient for a worker 


lan Hunter on 
the rights of 
self-employed | 
workers j 

merely to call himself self- 
employed and to make his 

own returns in respect of tax 

and NL 

The Inland Revenue and 
DSS will, if requested, 
provide a ruling on a 
worker's status. Issues such 
as whether the worker has 
control over how and when 

he does his work, whether he I 

provides his own tools, or 

decides on how the business 

is run, play a part in 1 

determining status. If the I 

worker is deemed to be an 

employee, the employer will 

be responsible for any 
arrears of tax or NI 
contributions. I 

Workers concerned about 

their status should contact I 

either the Citizens Advice 

Bureau or the Low Pay Unit 
for guidance. ! 

After two years’ 
employment, employees j 

have a right not to be 
unfair ly dismissed. Gaims 
must be submitted to the ] 

industrial tribunal within 
three months of dismissal. 

Awards are made up of 
two parts. The first tier, the 
basic award, consists of 

between £105 and £315 for 

each completed year of 
employment, depending on 
age. The second tier, the 
compensatory award, is 
subject to a maximum of 
r £11300. 

As for tax and NI 
purposes, the industrial 
tribunal will not be deflected 
5 from finding that a worker is 
an employee, and therefore 
entitled to bring a claim, 
even if he is described as 
self-employed. Just because 
your employer tells you that 
is you are self-employed does 
not make it necessarily true. 
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The new offshore 

Premier Plus 

account 

with healthy returns 


"All the convenience of an onshore account, 
all the benefits of saving offshore" 




GROSS P.A. 



leading interest rates... 

„ you're looking for a sarongs account that gives you offshore 
confidentiality and some of the most attractive rates currently 
available, then Alliance & Leicester International's Premier Plus 

Account is ideal for you. 

Tiered rates of interest mean the more you save, the more you 
earn, but you can easily access your money with 90 days' notice. 
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..and a high level of service 

Running your account is easy. You can contact us 24 hours a 
day, by phone, fax or post to request withdrawals or information 
about your accounL And of course, your account will be handled 
in the strictest confidence by our team of offshore staff. 

To take advantage of this new international investment account, 
just HI out the coupon, or phone us now on (01624) S6J566. 
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loose ! 
change ; 

First Direct, the telephone 
bank, is raising rates on its 
Tessa to 7.25 per cent on 1 1 
August, which it claims is 
one of the best rates among 
maior banks and building 

soaeties.CaU 0800 482448. 

Alliance & Leicester has for 
first-time buyers a mongage 
package offering a fixed rate 
of 6.8 per cent until 
September 1999, plus a 
per cent cashback on loan to 
values of 90 per cent or less. 
Arrangement fees of £150 
apply and there are no 
valuation fees. A £50 store 
voucher is given for each 
completed application. Call 
0800 412214. 

Nationwide Building Soaety 
is launching a five-year 
World Guaranteed Equity 
Bond, linking returns to the 
world's biggest stock markets 

in the UK, USA, Japan, 
Germany, France and 
Switzerland. Repayment or 
the original capital is 

guaranteed. Minimum 

investment is £5,000, with 
bonuses added for 
investments made up to 14 
September. Call 01793 
482296. 


NatWest and Gartmore, its 
investment management 
aim, are launching a 
discretionary portfolio 
management service aimed 
at people with £50,000 or 
more to invest. The service 
will use Gartmore and 
NatWest unit trusts. Charges 
are related to the amount 
invested. Call Paul Barlow 
on 0171-895 5011 or Roger 
Bartley on 0171-782 2701. 

Ivory & Sime, the Edinburgh 
fund manager, is launching a 
phased investment option for 
its investment trusts to 
protect against potential I 
Sock market falls in the next 
six to 12 months. 

Investments are held in a 
deposit account and drip-fed 
into shares. Call 0131-225 
1357. 

The Automobile Association 
is offering members who use 
its credit card £10 off the 
cost of upgrading their car 
cover, or £20 off the cost of 
gift membership. The card 
has no annual fee ana 

s charges 19.9 per cent APR. 

Call 01222 725978. 

Norwich and Peterborough 
has increased rates paid 
across its savings accounts. 
For example, rates for 
HeadStart, its children's 
account, begin at 6 per cent 
gross up to a maximum of 7 
per cent for £1,000 or more. 
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MORTGAGE RATE 


Direct Line Standard Variable Mortgage Rate 
VAK1ABLE RATE ^ 

APR 1 

All met correct 2 c 4di Augu« l«7. 
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MORTGAGES 
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tudent loans company limited 

NOTICE OF VARIATION OF INTEREST RATE 


Regulations made under the Education (Student Loans) Act 1990 (as 
^m ended) ("the Act') and the Education (Student Loans) (Northern Ireland) 
Order 1990 ("the Order") have prescribed that the interest applicable to 
Loan Agreements under the Act or Order shall, in respect of the period from 
1 September 1997 be the rate of interest per day which, taking into account 
the addition of interest to the principal amount of the loan, will result in an 
APR of 2.6%. That rate of interest per day is 0.007039786% per day. 


)f you want to know 
more call free . 


.Postcode . 



Daytime Td N* - — “ ~~ 

Evening Tel No: """ 


■ _ ALLIANCE 
"B" LEICESTER 

INTBINATIONAL 
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Accordingly Student Loans Company Limited HEREBY GIVES NOTICE 
that with effect from 1 September 1997 the RATE OF INTEREST under suck 
Loan Agreements is varied (in respect of the period from 1 September 1997) W 
being REDUCED from the present interest rate of 0.007307268% per day TQ 
THE NEW INTEREST RATE of 0.007039786% per day (variable APR 2.69fcf 
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Serena Mackesy 

!n my week 


Pierced- 
; nosed 

and long- 
stomached, 
f they stood 
and sat and 
said not a 
word to 
each other, 
merely 
gazed at 
the waves 
like a 
chocolate 
* advert 
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JEL» al » «rt. who have 
,am PP° s ^ with 
their storts up around their 

By ^ idn i&hu the area’s 
pretty much dead. 

il5 cms ‘ Pronounced 

Nookie . Thai was what the 
conductor called it as the train 
drew into the station. As if on 
cue. the half-dozen 17-year-old 
fiins in my carriage, who were 
os, huge suitcases and separate 
make-up hags, to share a car- 
avan, leapt from their seats and 
pressed themselves against the 
windows when their friend 
shouted the magic word: 
“Boys!". "Where?” thev cried, 
and fought to be first on the 
platform. They don’t call it 
Nookie for nothing. 

These girls were obviously 
not going to make it further 
than their caravan site, if they 
made it there at all. Which was 
a bit of a tragedy for them, be- 
cause if they had found their way 
to Fistral beach they would have 
been in boy heaven. Ftstral beach 
was heaving throughout last 
weekend with prime examples 
of the Boy thing: lean, muscled, 
toffee-skinned, salt-bleached 
Boys, mostly falling between the 
ages of 16 and 22, wearing rub- 
ber on the bottom half and, when 
they were out of the water, noth- 
ing on the top. Boys in cool sun- 
glasses, boys with cool haircuts, 
boys who sat in the sand with 
their wrists wrapped round their 
ankles looking serene. Fistral 
beach, you see. was playing host 
to the Headworx Surf festival 
and another tribe was finding 
itself triumphant in the arena of 
Summer Tribalism. 

Saturday was the finals, and 
the sun, though the rest of the 
country was awash, had played 


ball and was forcing everyone to 
strip down to the hare minimum. 
It you’d been anaesthetised, 
kidnapped and plonked down 
there, you would have sworn you 
weren t in England. The surfers 
had been battling it out. four at 
a time, in 20-minute heats, since 
the previous Tuesday, and the 
semis were made up of Brazil- 
ians. Australians and Californi- 
ans because, though most 
extreme sports enthusiasts like 
to sec themselves as more or less 
anli-esiablishmcnt. the market- 
ing potential of their activities 
hasn’t gone unnoticed. The 
labels queue up to pul money 
into spectacles like this: 
G-Shock, the jclly-coloured 
unbreakable watch company. 





sponsor the whole world series, 
and other labels fight to put their 
names on the national heats: 
thanks to Headworx, Cherry 
Coke, CK specs and £100.000 of 
prize money, Cornwall has its 
place on the world surfing map. 
No one needs to rob banks to 
follow the waves these days: 
sponsorship docs it for you. 

Knots of staggeringly beauti- 
ful bodies drifted up and down 
the sands, drank from bottles of 
mineral water, elegantly draped 
backs of wrists over eyebrows to 
help them squint at the action out 
on the water. Last year's com- 
petition drew 250.000 people 
over the week, which roust have 
meant that the whole of the rest 
of Britain was even dingier than 
usual. Picrced-nosed and long- 
stomached, they stood and sat 
and said not a word to each 
other merely gazed at the waves 
like a chocolate advert There 
wasn't a single person on that 


beach who wasn't auditioning for 
something Bawwch, Paint Break 
II. Invasion of the Bodysnnschers. 
The Midwich Cuckoos. 

And when they got on to their 
boards, they became demigods. 
From the diff bobbing among the 
breakers in black wetsuits, they 
looked like a flock of cormorants. 
But suddenly one would catch a 
wave, rush inland, pin his feet and 
turn into a porpoise. They glided 
down and up, Hipped into the air, 
turned full circles, tossed their 
manes and were carried by the 
force of their own momentum all 
the way up onto the sand. When- 
ever this happened, the crowd de- 
veloped that eerie animation of 
Beverly Hills High: punching 
the air and shrieking “wbooJ". 
1 understood what they 
meant, though: this was 
cool in action. After the 
final siren, Rob Fcscado, 
hot favourite but ultimately 
un triumphant, rode back in 
from a couple of hundred 
yards out on a single wave, 
standing upright, no tricks. 
He waved to a couple of 
kids on the rocks, and then, 
leisurely, looked down to 
check the time on his G- 
Shock. I melted. 

Wc caught a cab back to 
Nookie Central where 
Bernard Manning plays 
live every Tuesday night and men 
in vests jingle change in their 
pockets and fondle their red bits 
as they feed the fruit machines 
in the arcades. Sunday morning, 
wc woke to torrential rain. The 
picture windows of the hotels 
were heaving with dismal 
families who sat m rows and 
ignored each other. I wandered 
the streets, got excited about 
finding a tearoom called the 
Copper Kettle, considered buy- 
ing a miniature St Michael's 
Mount for£14.95 or a pcartised 
loo-roll holder with rampant 
pixie for £1.99. In the fudge shop 
on the main street 1 found 
myself standing next to a bare- 
foot Adonis with small goatee 
beard and pierced nose. “It’s 
lucky it wasn't like this yester- 
day," I said shyly. He grinned. 
“Strewth, I know ” he said, con- 
triving to fit all five vowels into 
the simple pronoun. “My hair’s 
as wet as a dingo's belly." 


Show the world who’s boss 


I t's possible that in a few 
years' time, once the dust 
has settled, historians will 
come to see that the most 
destructive phenomenon of the 
20th century has been the dom- 
inance of management theory. 
This may sound unlikely, but 
consider the competition: Stal- 
inism, Nazism - aren't these 
extreme applications of man- 
agement theory? What was the 
Cultural Revolution but re- 
engineering? What was the 
First World War but an ambi- 
tious example of downsizing, 
carried out by governments 
working in co-operation? 

What links all these things 
and management theory is that 
they all involve reduring people 
to numbers - perceiving them 
in essentially economic terms, 
as units of production and con- 
sumption. Certainly Haig's 
management of his bit of the 
Western Front during the Great 
War makes far more sense if 
you work on the assumption 
that he regarded conscripted 
soldiers as disposable, a regret- 
tably inefficient means of mop- 
ping up enemy firepower, like 
a sort of human Idtchcn-rolL 
The connection wasn’t made 



Robert Hanks 

the week on racic 


explicitly, but certainly seemed 
to tie behind Time and Motion 
Man (Radio 4. last Saturday), 
a dramatised feature about 
Frederick Winslow Thylor, the 
American industrialist who 
invented time-and-motion stud- 
ies. In 1911, Taylor testified 
before a special congress'cmal 
committee after the introduc- 
tion of his management meth- 
ods into American arsenals and 
navy yards had sparked protests 
and strikes, and Mark Rickards 
used the transcripts (performed 
by the excellent Colin Stinion 
and Shane Rimmer) as the 
framing device for an informa- 


tive, impressionistic study of 
how lives have been damaged 
by the pursuit of efficiency. 

Behind Thyior’s theories lay 
a benevolent justification: that 

only by increasing productivity 
could mankind raise his stan- 
dard of living. But as he saw it, 
such an increase faced two mas- 
sive obstacles: the laziness and 
the stupidity of the working 
man. The solution, Taylor 
decided, was minute supervi- 
sion, to get the working man to 
work more efficiently, and to 
stop him skiving off to the toi- 
lets for a fag every 10 minutes. 

Thyfor’s attempt to formulate 
principles of “scientific man- 
agement" dearly had a lot m 
common with the Marxist 
attempt to create a scientific 
verson of history. In both cases, 
an enterprise that started out 
with philanthropic aims ran up 
against the profoundly irra- 
tional, irreducible nature of 
human desire; and, in both 
cases, the result was conflict 
But admitting that resem- 
blance, and the awfolness of 
management theory, you could 
still feel that Rickards' pro- 
gramme went a tad over the 
top, with its great slabs of 


elegiac string music. In the end, 
all that it came up with to con- 
demn Taylor was some sub- 
Arthur Miller rhetoric, some 
archive tape of Margaret 
Thatcher on the need to pro- 
duce more, and extracts from 
Tm All Right, Jack. This is Hardly 
the court of history in session. 

Fbr a more balanced view of 
management, turn to Patrick 
Wright’s Here Comes the 
Boss (Radio 4, Friday), billed 
as a history of changing ideas 
about management The first 
two programmes looked at 
British industry's post-war 
enthusiasm for adopting mili- 
tary methods, and Wilfred 
Brown’s experiments in worker 
participation in the Fifties and 
Sixties. This week, Wright intro- 
duced us to “Excellence" — a 
distressingly vague concept 
taken up enthusiastically by 
local councils invest Yorkshire 
in the 1980s. As a result, Hud- 
dersfield played host to a con- 
cert by REM. It would have 
been nice to know whether 
Wight regarded this as a tri- 
umph or an absurdity; so in this 
respect, an inefficient pro- 
gramme. Otherwise, excellence 
all round. 


I fear the Greeks baring breasts 
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I t was a week of mixed for- 
tunes for British commen- 
tators out in Athens for 
World Athletics (BBC1 and 
BBC2, ail week). 

“The thing for John is to 
hold that position," said Bren- 
dan Foster of our man m the 
1.500 metres final and within 
nanoseconds he had been 
overtaken by all those runners 
who weren’t already in front of 
him. He finished ninth. Still in 
times of trial it's important to 
think positive, and there’s no 
doubt that the world champi- 
onships have provided a useful 
learning curve for our com- 
mentary squad. In their 
armoury they now have more 
ways of saying “And he’ll be 
really disappointed with that 
performance" than any other 
box in the world. And when it 
comes to building up the view- 
ers’ hopes of national victory, 
they can henceforth be confi- 
dent of a place on the rostrum 
at the very least. This week, 
they had to make do with a 
silver (to go with all the 
others): the gold was a shoe-in 
for their Greek hosts. 

Though perhaps the most 
inappropriate city in Europe to 
hold a track and field meet in 
August, Athens was a lovely 
place for the well fanned fan to 
zap into in an armchair, what 
with its run of ancient hills that 
the camera glimpsed above the 
lip of the stadium eveiy time it 
followed the swirling parabola 



Jasper Rees 

I the week on television 


of the javelin’s trajectory. How 
evocative, you mused, socrati- 
cally. How Hellenic: these wit- 
nesses to sporting deeds of 
yore have been around almost 
as long as David Coleman. 
There s none of that in your air- 
conditioned Stockholm and 
your utilitarian Stuttgart, where 
the small screen struggles to 
convey a sense of place, to 
pass on the character of the 
crowd. No problem in Athens, 
the crowd being stuffed with 
bubbling, squeaking Greeks. 
A week long anthropological 
study of their collective 
behaviour yielded the unavoid- 
able conclusion that they have 
lost their marbles as well as 
their Marbles. 

Aware that the Greekness of 
the atmosphere would be a fea- 
ture of the championships, 
Stuart Storey had spent the 
winter rifling through his attic 
for mythological references. 


“And the Greek gods are not 
s hining down on him just at this 
stage.” he said after one local 
javelin-chucker had impaled 
the tutf not much behind his 
own toes. Note that use of the 
word “stage", a quiet but 
authoritative illusion to the 
feet that we were guests at the 
birthplace of tragedy. And, 
indeed, comedy. The Greek 
high jumper looked actually 
like one of the Greek gods who 
happened not to be sinning on 
the Greek javelin-thrower. 
Coleman seemed to think his 
name was Panegyric Topless. 
After every jump he took his 
top off. fulfilling the prophecy 
in his name. But the most 
prophetic name belonged to a 
Bermudan sprinter. He was 
called Troy, whom you half 
expected to be undone by a 
wooden horse. 

Masterchef (BBC1, Sun), 
sprinted to the tape at the end 
of its current series with a half 
an eye on the events in Athens. 
Barry's honey and ginger sauce 
reminded Lnrd Gowrie of 
“ancient Greek cooking", 
though quite how he'd know 
what ancient Greek cooking 
tastes like is anyone's guess. 
David Coleman, having been 
around the block, could 
probably have filled him in. 

Game of War (C4, Sun) was 
also down in that neck of the 
woods, re-running the Battle of 
Balaklava. This new series, 
which basically recreates 


famous military encounters as 
a board game, is possibly the 
most synthetic hybrid ever 
inflicted cm an innocent view- 
ing public. Only on Channel 4. 
Each side was commanded by 
a flesb-and- blood British gen- 
eral talking stiffly out of the 
side of his mouth. Knowing the 
luck our chaps have been suf- 
fering this week, you'd have 
put money on both of them los- 
ing. For some reason Angela 
Rippon is a presenter, rather 
than Peter Snow, for whom the 
business of moving plastic 
artillery around a scale model 
of a battlefield is second 
nature. If he’d only patented 
his act on Newsnight, he could 
probably sue for plagiarism. 

But hey, television is an 
inbred medium these days. 
Take the huge video screen in 
the stadium back to Athens. “In 
this, day and age,” explained 
Storey, “you can watch yourself 
win while vanning.” Par for the 
post-modern course, you’d 
think, but it’s actually creepier 
than that. In the 1500-metre 
final (in which our boy “was 
ninth, by the way"), the Alger- 
ian runner Morceli was over- 
taken on the line because he 
was watching his own image 
rather than his back. “He was 
watching himself finish third," 
said Storey. “And he finished 
fourth " You couldn't come up 
with a more cautionary’ tale of 
the damaging effects of too 
much television. 



Whatever 
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WEATHER 


War of Words 

Once the priming press was 
invented, its importance as a 
means of idea distribution was 
quickly realised. Pravda was 
founded in 1912 by Lenin and 
bad a circulation at times exceed- 
ing 10m copies a day. 

In Briiain, Marxism Today was 
called the “last repository of 
thought" by Fay Weldon, coined 
the term Thatcherism, aad, 
according to MP Chris Patten, 


The British Isles 


“treated politics as an adventure 
for serious grown-ups ” 

Ln the Seventies, there was a 
wave of feminist publishing, at 
the forefront of which stood 
Spare Rib magazine. 

Political Minefield 

After the collapse of Commu- 
nism in 1991, Pravda's circulation 
shrunk to 200,000. In 1996, it 
became a lifestyle tabloid, claim- 
ing that “our readers don't want 


some long, boring article taking 
up a whole page." 

In Britain, Marxism Today was 
crushed by debt in 1992. Its for- 
mer editor, Martin Jacques, set 
up a think-tank called Demos, 
calling it a “catalyst for a differ- 
ent, less ideological politics". 

Popular Politics 

Marxism Today was succeeded 
by Red Pepper, a left-of-centre 
political and cultural magazine. 


Europe and The World 




General Situation and Outlook: 
England and Wales will have a mostly fine, 
hot day with any early morning fog soon 
clearing to leave a good deal of strong sun- 
shine. However, it will be very humid inland 
with isolated thunderstorms developing late 
in the day. The coastal fringes will be a little 
cooler with sea-breezes. Scotland and North- 
ern Ireland will be much more cloudy with 
sprinkles of rain, although the south-eastern 
fringes should have a little warm sunshine, 
and it may clear up in the far north-west 
Tbmorrow, Scotland and Northern Ireland 
wfll start cloudy and misty with some spo- 
radic rain and drizzle, but Northern Ireland 
and southern Scotland should turn brighter- 
and wanner. Meanwhile, England and Wales 
will be hot and quite sunny again but the 
heat and humidity may trigger the odd thun- 
dery downpour. On Monday most of the UK 
will be very warm and humid with scattered 
heavy showers and thunderstorms breaking 
out. It will stay unsettled on Tuesday and 
turn somewhat cooler and less humid. 
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Greenock 4J3 3* 17.11 3-1 

Out Laoghain 330 3-8 16-12 3.6 


In 1994, a new magazine called 
Prospect was designed to appeal 
to a “sceptical age”, or what 
Charles Seaford the magazine’s 
publisher called “intellectual 
glamour". 

Defeat 

This month, the magazine Class 
War magazine has shut itself 
down with the epitaph: “In short, 
what passes for a revolutionary 
movement in this country is piti- 
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Sun and Moon 


Sun rises 5-J6ara 

Sun sets &34pm 

Moon rise* lfc53am 
Moon sab 10h57pm 

RiB Moon: August 18 


ful ... " Class War had, at its 
height, a circulation of 15,000. 
Instrumental to protests against 
the Criminal Justice Bill, it 
resisted Thatcherism, inspiring 
direct action groups that 
attracted the attention of Special 
Branch. 


What hope? 

Rosie Boycott, co-founder of 
Spare Rib , said: “In the 1960s 
there was a lot of underground 


magazines like Oz and Friends. 
Out of this came the political 
magazines Red Dwarf. Inc. and 7 
Days, driven by passionate and 
narrowly focused beliefs. Now 
such magazines stand alongside 
the mainstream.” 

Editors might bear in mind 
what Sartre once said, that 
democracy and freedom is a 
battle that must be fought and 
won each day. 

Jennifer Rodger 


The Sky at Night 
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The constellation Perseus, with the radiant of the Perseid meteor 
shower lying close to Its border, rises over toe north-eastern horizon 
around 1 1 pm BST this week. Its position at midnight is shown here. 

This is the week to look for meteors (shooting stars). The Per- 
seid shower, peaking on the night of the 11th / 12th could well 
produce the most prolific display of the year. But not only dial 
meteor watching in the relatively balmy air of an August night 
is a pleasant pastime anyone can enjoy. By comparison, observ- 
ing the great winter meteor showers demands more dedication. 
Predictions based on recent years suggest that meteors could 
rain down at an enhanced rate - up to 3 or 4 a minute - over 
a short period sometime between about 3.00a.m. and 7.00a.m. 
BST in the early morning of the 12th. However, the bright 
streaks may flash across the sky at any time during the night, 
especially between midnight and dawn. The odd Perseid might 
be spotted on any night between now and about 20th August. 
Though the sky tracks will all trace bade to the radiant in Perseus, 
meteors wfll be seen over a wide area of sky, not just in Perseus. 

Jacqueline Mitton 
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TODAY’S TELEVISION 
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Gerard Gilbert recommends Match of the Day 
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D . t _ e wmns; I’m looking forward to the new foot- 

ball season as nmch as the next person. It’s just that 
23! think that they’d let the athletics and 
cricket finish first. It's hard enough in this country to differ- 
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f the had gone the way of Dixon of Dock Green 
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H^?lSnked out again. Now, however. Match of the Day a 
Tnffenchwi back in tte nation’s viewing habits, their post-match 
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commentary takes us to the further reaches ot tne iormcr 
Soviet empire; to Thtaxstan, where historic enmities between 
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And the barely reported war m Aenomm^, of 
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~ hie face. H. — » . Gl^ow. 
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BBCl 


BBC 2 


ITV/LWT 


selves in uic iMouiu. — — — . 

. „ rhannel 5 ITV/Regions 

Channel 4 cnami ^ 


m- < 


6.00 World Athletics. Early action, 

including the women s marathon (S) 
(610753731 

a 45 Children’s BBC: Marvel Action Hour 
(936354). 9.45 Grange Hill 
( 507606 J. 10.15 Sweet \fcllqy High 
(522915J. 

10.42 Weath^SGS460). 

10 45 Grandstand: Cfictet — rntn Test. 

England v Australia. Live coverage 
from Trent Bridge (90178441). 

1 00 News (51524151). 1-05 
Football Focus (4298880). 1.40 
Cricket (42 1 4828). 2.40 Racing 
from Haydock: the 2.45 Harvey 
Jones fated Stakes (1 7081 70). 

2J55 Cricket (3271441). 3.10 
Racing from Haydock: the 3.15 
Petros Rose of Lancaster States 
(4124083). 3.25 Cricket 
(41295381 340 Racing from 
Haydock: the 3.50 Coral Handicap 
States (66789771 4.00 World 
Athletics. Live coverage from 
Athens; 4.10 Women’s 800m final. 
4.25 Women’s long-jump final. 

4.30 Men’s 4 x 100m first round. 

(7 1 901 18). 4.40 Final Score 
(2623460). 

5.10 World Athletics. Further live 
coverage from Athens. 5.10 
Women's javelin final. 5.15 Mens 4 
x 400m semi-final. 5.45 Women’s 4 
x 400m semi-final. 6.15 women’s 

5 ,000m final (99098801 

6 .35 News, Weather (T) (1 840831 

6.45 Local News, Weather (45053 8). 

630 The Pink Panther (R) (573828). 

7.10 Confessions. Simon Mayo and more 
uninteresting, light-entertainment 
revelations (S)(T) (876996). 

7.50 The National Lottery live. Boh 
Monkhouse hosts. Damages! ngs, 
and Anne Gregg reports on the latest 
mod cause to receive tottery 
munificence (S)(D (686151). 

8.10 Bi«s. The master design disc erf a 
new £100 note goes missing. Jan 
Harvey and Paula Hunt guest star 
(5)(D (59 1 489). 

g 00 BBS In the Blink of an Eye (Micw 
Dickoft 1996 US). Above-average 

TV movie based on the ex penences 

of the director, Micki Dickoff, who 
usually makes documentaries. 
Played by Veronica Hamel, Dickon 
discover that a childhood friend 

(played by Mimi Rogers) is serving 
life for the murder of two police 
officers. One visit 

her friend is innocent (S)CT) (7444). 
1030 News, Sport, Weather (168606). 

10.50 Match of the Day. See Preview, 
above (S)C0 (4927977). 

12.00 Top of the Pops fSJfft (38652). 
1230 BBO Gleamii® the Cube (Graeme 
Clifford 1988 US). Christian Slater 
plays a teenage skateboarder 

investigating the murder of his 

adopted Vietnamese brother by LA 
gangsters (S) (863229). 

2.15 Weatherd526213). To2.20mk 
REGIONS. Scot 10.45 Grandstand from 
Scotland: 10.50 Cricket 12.00 Golf. 

1 .40 Goff. 2.55 Goff. 3.25 Goff. 

4 40 Afternoon Sportscene. 1 0.50 
Sportscene: Match of the Day. 


630 Open University: Fontainebleau: The 
Changing Image of Kingship 
(1297903). 6.45 A Question of 
Balance? (9464373). 7.10 Structural 
Components (7712064). 735 Inside 
SQL (4604460). 8.00 Open Saturday 
(673151). 

1030 Brainwaves (R) (231 7557). 

10.40 The Phil Savers Shw-Bllfc 'opens a 
Chinese restaurant (3891248). 

11.05 Hancock's Half Hour (R) (653 6286). 

1130 CountryFOe. John i Craw I tors some 
more rural issues (S) (5828). 

12.00 BBa The Adventures of Haffl Baba 

(Don Weis 1954 US). Haiii Baba toms 

out to be a scantily clad John Derek, 

swashbuckling his way across the 
Arabian desert for the love of pnrrcess 
Elaine Stewart in this suitably daft sand 
•n' sandals yam (D (54880). 

130 0 H The Adventures of Quentki 

Durward (Richard Thorpe 1955 US) 

This time the swashbuckling is 

undertaken by Robert Taylor in 15th- 
century Europe, In a tale basal, lite 
Taylor's earlier Ivanhoe, on a Sir Waiter 
Scott novel. Rimed on location in the 
Loire Valley, which seemed enough to 
attract anrtars of the calibre of Kay 
Kendall, Robert Mo^arriAtec (forth 
of Martin) Clunes (T) (7 1200034). 

3.10 The Saint (R) (111 7538). 

4.00 Cricket - Fifth Test Enggntt v /tosttata. 
Live coverage up to toe dosed f ttettHn* 
day's play at Trent Bridge (82166354). 
635 World Athletics. Live acton from the 
World Athletics championships: toe 
women's 4 x 100m r^ayfinalarfo toe 
semi-finals of toe men's 4x 100m natav. 
Plus, a review of the da/s events (S)Cu 
(2265064) 

7 45 Bufidbte Sights. Jools Holland ch ooses 
toe building which, in his opinion, amis 

toe best view of London, Canary Wharf 

9 00 Whatever Happened to the Likely 
Lads? Bob joins Teny ta a quiet 
weekend’s fishing (R)C0 (4335). 

930 Our Friends in toe North. 4/9. Its 1970 
in toe reran Peter Flannery epic- Nicky 
and Geordiemeet up in London, iney 
are worlds apart - Geordie is a dmntan 
pom merchant and Nicky a fiery potora! 
terrorist. But the police are after both of 
them (7?)fS)m (8697441). 

episode of this deservedly popular 
YUppie soap. It's Miles's wedding and 
the question, of course, scan he go 

' .hi. ihfi /mill 


6.00 GMTV: News. 5-10 P^^Bitobl 8 . 
630 Barney and Friends. 630.0ur 
House. 7.10 BugAlertl 7.40 Dwiefs 
Wake Up in toe Wild Room. 8.50 Big 
Bad Beetieborra (78439 J5J. 

9J25 Mashed (S) (2c 


935 Mashed (S) (28278 OUb). 

11.00 The Chart Show (S)^9^7m^ 
11.45 FI: HiBKsrian Grand l^-<&iafiririn& 
Jim Rosffi intitouceslijrecxjv^ 
of toe qualifying skww i fS) (417064). 
1.15 News, Weather (P <^47002). 

130 London WeetandTottaW (8^8809). 
135 The Making of Speed 2 (lOBBSOSU. 
1.55 BiBI The Golden Voyage of gitod 
(Gordon Hessler 1973UK). John 

4w45 News, SportWtotoar^ (54H8W). 
535 London Wtete^Jfon^(288^9®. 
5.25 F1-. Hunganant^HtP™ - Speoal. 

Latest news (S) (2897460). 

5.45 Love Me Do. Last v^s winners tie 

SttftBSMEF 1 


6.45 Denras (R) (7749489). ^ or, A ^n) 

7.05 Sonic toe HafeehogfR) (5120460). 
735 The Finder (R) (4605828). 

8.00 Transworid Sport (14335). 

9.00 Momii% Law. A look ahead to the da/s 
rad r^(S) (81422)- 

10 00 Chamiel 4 Athletics. Stave Cram and 

Nick Feilows host an athletics magazine 

11.00 Sfcston Impossible CO (53064). 

12.00 Rawhide (29422). 

1.00 BQa The Purple Heart (towts 

Milestone 1944 US). Wter a USwcraft 
is shot down over Tokyo during toe 
Second Wbrid War, toe crew are placed 

on trial and charged wito mur^nng 
Japanese civilians. Hard-hrtnng put 
fairly conventional 

the one-time directord^Quief on the 
Western Front (T) (98629624L 

2.50 Radng from Nojmratl^ Daw 

Thompson in^uces^3 05^3^, 
4.10 and 4.10 races WJ326606). 
5.05 Brookside Omtdtas (S)(7) (2595373). 


toe question, of course, is ran ne go 
through with It' That's not the only twist, 
though (S)(T) (90Q9i 5). _ . 

"^ssssssaffoSfflBssgs?™ 1 

Weatherview) (S) (8832J26). 

1.20 Baa The Informers (K^Annakjn 

1963 UK). Nigel Patrick of toe Yard 
enters the London underworld in tots 
would-be gritty tale; which should be rf 
historical interest, taking piara as it does 

onthecuspofthe Kray era. Denen 
Nesbitt, Frank Rnlay, Harry Andrews 

i n_. i/:.nrv,r fnlauino WTIBOne 



stand up apinst Uuerpoofi 


630 The Big, Bfelsdent Show. Jonatoan 

,.s& 

7*35 OH Ybu Oi^ Live TWira (Lewis 

mett 1967 US). The Japanese Bond, 
the one with toe hollow volca/io and 
Donald Pleasence's BWekl strdure 
his white Persian. Scripted by Roald 
Dahl, Sean Connery is in expansive 
mood in this his fifth 007 outing 
CD (82279880). 

10.00 News, Weather, Lottery Result (7) 

( 776002 }. 

10 15 P™ Desperate Hours (Michael Cimino 
i®0 US). Desperate is toe won) as 
Ci mono's huge vision fgL 

this remake of toe clau^rophobicl955 
Bogart thriller. Mickey ^^jndkilky 
diSra hMe outin toe 
Vet Anthony 

and two kids (SKT) (64999^ 

12.15 In Bed with Medinner (^ (44856). 

12.45 OS Lies before Kisses (Lou Antonio 
1990 US). Jaclyn Smith stars in this 
glossy melodrama, )f^J^ p azzara 
and Nick Mancuso (KWO^. 

235 Bax Office Amenca (9^8687). 

2.55 Carnal Knowterfee (R) (4790132). 

3.50 Sound Bites (74273229) 

4.10 Rockmania (R)(S) (8 70 75 J 9). 

5.00 Cybernet (64652). To 5. 30am. 


635 Access! AD Areas: House Gang. 

Australian sitcom about people with 
teaming disabilities (689828):^^ 
7.004 Goes to Glyndebou^^Comte Ory. 
See Preview, above (S) (389460). 

10.00 H1B1 The Omen (Richard Darner 1976 
US). American ambassador Gregory 
Fteck and wife Lee Remick give birto to 
the anti-Christ in this well-cast satanic 
thriller. David Wbmerand 
Whitdaw co-star (SKT) (8 7145 444)- 
12 05 BBS Tb the Devil... a Daughter (reter 

' Sykes 1976 UK). Another atamc 
thriller, and this one (out of Denne 
Wheatley's book) has Denholm Elliott 
signing over his daughter (a 17-ye ar-o id 
Nastassja Kinski) to excommunicated 
priest Christopher Lee. Richard 
Widmark, Honor Blackman arw 
Anthony Valentine help out (1 76045). 

1.45 Just for Laughs (RJ(75J0497). 

2 30 The Twilight Zone (6565497). 

2.45 Pearl. Sitcom ( 27232 J. 

3. 15 The Naked Truth (R)(S)(T) (24045). 

3.45 Get Up, Stand Up (R)(S) (233 J 6). 

435Ptokpte( wgroggww. 

430 Dweebs fRKS) (70581132). 

5.15 Partners (R)(S) (3976403). 

5.40 Channel 4 Athletics (R) (S) (2988519). 

To 6.30am. 


S-Mtel^edcwfarm^/^ae 


■a^^SSasBS 

Sissssssssr 

25oSeS«ffOnSi 

3.15 Sunset Bea^^^^ifoi). 

I SS!&1SK“® 

8.10 JAG. Adventure senes about a Navy 
lawyer (2495335). 

g oo QSa Ethan Frame Wohn Madden 
1992 US/UK). Less ambitxms in scale 
than Martin Scorsese’s Age of 
Innocence, this «xrtOTpwaryEdito 
Wharton adaptation (an ^^nra" 
Playhouse" production) tel ^ 
simply and effectively enough all the 

Sn^Liam Neeson is tt« eponymm^ 

New England farmer, stuck in a lovdess 
marriage with sickly Joan Alton, and 
fiSr^mporary release wrto cousin 
Patricia Arquette (508829031 

1030 BIEI Paris or Somewhere tBrad Tirrmr 
1995 Can). Modest Canadian TV irwvie 
that takes its plot from John Syngs 
classic play The Playboy of the Western 
World. Callum Keith Rennie plays toe 
handsome American stranger and self- 
confessed killer who wanders into and 
dazzles a small community in toe 
Canadian prairies (57905809). 

1235 BBS Prototype (David Greene 1984 
US). Fearing that his Pentagon bosses 
want to subvert his humanoid robot tor 
military ends, scientist Christopher 
Plummer kidnaps his own 
But toe robot is unhappy- (6571 12b). 
230 p™ Initiation (Michael Pearce 198/ 
Aus). Still up? Oh right This one stars 
Rodney Harvey as a Brooklyn teenager 
who moves to Australia (4241565). 

A nn iaa Having Wonderful Time (Alfred 
Santell 1938 US). Dampened down 
movie version of Arthur Koberis play 
about New Yorkers on holiday in the 
Catskills. A lively, attractively cast 


UffiUA , 90pm Angle News arid 

As London onijll.25 Film: Topaz 
Weather fS0458 809^ qsv (3787286). 

12.15 Pffm: The 

» iiS £££&*« »■ 

*£^(3215229). 

CEXTRM. . , 2Q-— - centxal News and 

«^tfS35^5f!ffSSS 

»^rfe 475942i5jo ' 

530am Asian Eye (63/oow 

HnmES . 20 m HTV News 

As London e * c ? e s pt { TV ‘spcSt Mini Gasses 
f 804588091- ‘Ia, ™SdsV r5 2 76996). 

(8044O88^1^^jg^ 5 [3.i5 F9RK 

sajsJ?oassSi 

SSaSSfMS? 5-15P- HTV west News and 
W$te(2813460). 

MOTWMj . gn __ Me ridian News and 

fjOB»JsiA 50 seaQuest DSV 


UdUMUiia. r\ iiraj, j 

endeavour, nevertheless, starring Ginger 
Rogers, Douglas Fairbanks Jr, Ludlle 

Ball and a very young Red Skelton 

(billed as Richard Skelton) 

(89865774). 

5.15 The Road (66859229). 

530 Whittle (6591229). Tb 6.00am. 


lri ™r?(34432S19). 435 - 530am Comedy 
Central (3215229). 

^SSTocept: 130pm 
« i *«5fi7M30 The 1 997 Headwom Sort Fes- 
gifSSSi 1 ‘too Hta The AnadneCepram 
I?™ /iiwfinfil 3 55 Thunder in Paradise 
(3499915) 5.00 Wfestcountry News f289*M731 
SsSSaon f28I9644J. 12.15 The 

~ nn?RQ5 . J 1 55 Rockmania (628J768J. 

Rato (2509872). 4.05 Jon® 
arS Jury (34432519). 435 - 530am Comedy 
Central (3215229). 

nosh 1.20pm Calendar News and 

VftSSoSSmj fgg74793; 

2 20 - 3.50 Flhn: Mad atxwt Men (8874793). 
5.05 Calendar News ar^ Weatf^ ^944809). 

5 10 Scoreline (2801625). 12-15 FHiiuDisct- 
(719294)^.05 ITV Mggg 
Festival (6747132). 

335 Funny Business (82191229). 335 H&ier 
Skelter (W34300). 4.45 - 530am Murder. She 
Wrote (1526671). 

CHAIINB- 3 NORTH EAST _ . . . 

As Yorkshire except: 130pm North East Nws 
(80458809). 5.05 North East News (9944809). 
5.10 - 535pm Full Time [2801625). 

S4C 

As C4 eoepb 1030am The Avenirs (73828). 
11.00 Channel 4 Athletics (53064) 1^00 Ms- 
am kiBOBdtte (29422). 5.05 Bnx*sde (990297)). 
630 XuSng Sea (422). 7.00 Newyrtfona 
Ctiwaraeon (3421 70). 7.15 
Cymru Meirion a’r Cyffimau (77333967). 
Homicide: Ufa on the Street (235949). U15 
weekend: Backst^ at the Phoenix 1323811 l«4o 
Just for lauEfa (8335300). ^Thel^Mtff 
Zone (6564768). 230 - 3.15 Pearl (3225720). 
5.15 - 535am Rutneis (4298316). 
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_ . -= - A.-.-C ** :y*TT?;f' . A ‘. r 

Choice 


Radiol 

6!S?clhre Warren 9^ M^k 
Goodier 1230 Lisa I Anson 330 
Trevor Nelson 630 IWra Dar*^ 
Weekender: Danny temp^'hg9- uu 

Radtol Rap Show 12301^ 

Dance Weekender: Essential Mix 
4.00-fi.00am Dave Clan® 

Radio 2 

laa-soaittz no 

6.00am Mo Dutte 8.05 ^an 
Matthew lO.O^t^WrtghftSat- 

Ufday Show 1.00 1* ®!?SB?no 
130 The Jasper Carrott Trial 2.00 
Judl Spiers 4.00 Alan Freanan 
530 Nand Griffith 
The EMs Presiey Story 
Charity 10.00 Brecon J azz raw ® 

11.00 Bob Hants 130 Charles 
Move 4.00-7.00am Mo Dutta 

Radio 3 

^SamVlSther; News HeriUnes. 

7.00 The BBC Orchestras. CR) 

9.00 Proms News. 

930 Other Times, Other Places. 

12.00 Sound Choice. 

LOO News; The O^tettK (rfGIyn- 

deboume. ^ eigW-Fartsw^i 

which Sir Gec»83 CTirtete traces 
the history of G^ioume 
tival te conversattoni^^ter^ 

lecchino and Rossini s Barber of 

3 oOYoulh Orchestras of ttw 
’ World. The fourth Jnaneigrt- 
part series showcaangtt® 

as'ssffiff 5, 

ISSh FantesyG^^m.an- 
Benncit ftxgy and Bess -ft 

Symphonfo PkiLffe- 

Wiliams: Symph^ No 7- 
5.00 Jazz Ftedord Requ ^fe- 

Proms Feature: Chensh. Con- 

S^^oithetitiaLouH^- 
«« so this year, has written 

^mand to fnends, critics and 

Se from the 

Symphony no !■ 


Bollywood corresfoyourwlio; 
wito Who An J ' 

(230pqr R4) r aRad^rtatipn of . 
a hft Hindi jilm, Huhrftapte- • 
Hain Kouo, viwto Saeed Jrffrey ; 
deft). - %»ir radio goes to . . 
Boflywood in tonigtfs a • >v 
Kaleidoscope. (720prn ; RA>, . 
which finds Sarijeev Bhasky^ 
in Bombay; looking art-tile state 
oflndia’S film industry. . * . ; 


Satellite/cable 


10.00 Books Abroad. 

1030 Michael Tippett. Jippeffs 
song 

ance. written to words from the 
Second WWW War poets Alun 
Lewis and 5lc^ 

BBC archive recording by Frar 
Peare (tenor) and Nod Mewton- 

Wood (piano). 

1035 Barbara Thompson, 
fray Smith introduce 

in 1995 by i thscOTnp a ser 
and ^phoi^ln 

hatf,siwlsi«nedbytoeM^a 
Quartet to ptay arran^h»te « 
Kurt Weill pieces, and In the 

seorWhattaperfomanceof 

lore Songs in Age, a B8C com- 
mission based on poems by 
Philip Larkin. (R) 

1.00-730am Throu^i the Nlffn. 

Radio 4 

(92.4443MHz FM. IMUte U» 

6.00am News Bridfog. 

6.10 Farming Today 
630 Prayer for the Day 
635 Weattw. 

7.00 Today. 

838 Weather. 

9.00 News. 

9.05 Sport on 4. 

930 Breakaway. 

10.00 News; Peopte Lflre 
1030 Kit and the Widow’s Grand 

1130 News, State oftheMs.^ 
1130 The Shadow of the Banyan. 

12.00 inside Money. 

19.35 Just a Minute. 

12-55 Weather. 

1.00 News. „ 

1 10 No End of a Boom. 

l^SnippineForeoA 

v 00 News; Book or the Teaf- 
wrSSms looks back A a yrar 
te history to deww 

... . uihirh have sunrtvei 


the classics When nave sui 

^ihebestsdlerectftoed^ 

which haw disapp^ed 

ouTbodeheNes.l925^0iri»- 
nher Btesby and Hormione Lee 

the publication ot tw° ff* 31 


American novels, The Great 
Gafsfy and Willa Cathefs The 
Professor’s House. 

230 Saturday Playhouse: Who Am 

I to Ybu? Adapted for radio by 
Rehan Sheikh and John Fletcher 
from the biggst Bollywood film 
)Vt Of 1995, Hum Aapte Hain 
foun. After two brothers fall In 
love with two sfetere, one d toe 

sisters dies and the other is be- 
trothed to the wrong brother. 

See Choice, a bove., 

4.00 News; The Shadow rf the 
Banyan. 

430 Science Now. 

530 Prison Britain. 

5.40 Crrthrent Adrft - Utter foxn 

the SubrarrtinenL A two^artse- 

ries of specif cwnm^r^ 

letters to mark the meth 
dta. FdrmerP^ 

PSWstan Ben^r £iuttoi^“te 

txi changes that teken 
piece in her homeland. 

530 Shipping Forecast. 

535 Weather. 

6.00 Six O'clock News. 

635 Mammon. 

630 Sensational 
730 Kaleidoscope Fffltu^ 
and performer Sanj^ Bh^car 
traveteto Bomb ay to fin d nit 
hr«, ttia workfS biggest fam m- 

dnn of satellite TV and the 

pntfav^iue spectres of the mob, 

SSSSSSBM-i-Mrt 

aildan arerivemary yeen 

See Choice, above. 

7.50 On These Days. 
a m Accused of Murder: Thes eo 
and of b«o Victorian murtor 
WIM The Afatomatofo 

byPk^RS^S 

935 Classics with Kay. 

930 Ten to Ten. 

939 Weattw. 

1030 News. „ . , ■ 

10.15 Late Nj^rtTheatnasGIfit 
from the iforth- 

nail With Barry Bwar as 
SKand Brian Glcwar as 


Greg. 1896: When a L ancash ire 
fisherman catches a sturgeon, 
he ts told it is the property a 
Queen Victoria- But how can he 
as the huge fish to the ageing - 
and indifferent - monarch? 

11.15 Quintessentialty Flum- 
moxed. (R) 

1130 Stanza. 

12.00 

1230 The ijte Story- Still Waters. 

By Robert Hartrinson. 

12.46 Shipping Forecast 

I. 00 As World Service. 

530 inshore Forecast 

531 Bells on Sunday 
535-6 .OOam Shipping Forecast 

Radio 4 LW 

(K.H46BbFH; IBBNKzUM 

II. 00am-l.00pm Test Match Spe- 
cial. Coverage erf the third da/s 
play In the Fifth Test at Trent 
Briefest 

1.10-7 .00pm Test Match Special. 


Radio 5 

(053. 909kHz Wfl 

6.00am Dirty Tackle 630 Tte^ 
Breakfast Programme W "*- 
end 11.00 Top Gear 1130 Sck as 
a Parrot 12.05 Sportoall LOO 
Sport chi Five 636 Stx-O-Six 8.00 
The Treatment 930 Palt yn UK 

10.00 Brier Lives 1030 Word Up 

11.00 News Extra 12.00 After 

Hours 230 Up AB Night 530- 
6.00am Morning Reports 

Classic FM 

1100-101 JMzM 

6.00am Jane Markham 9.00 
Cotmtdown 1230 Masters of 
Their Ait 130 Alan Mann 3.00 
Margaret Howard 6.00 Gardening 
Forum 730 Opera Gtede830 
Evening Concert 10.00 The Ctes- 
sc Quiz 1230 Sally Person 

2.00 Evening Conceit 430- 

6.00am Salty Peteson 

Virgin Radio 

Home 12.00 

The Album Chart 6.00 fMiaro 
Porter 10.00 ^ 

2.00-630am Howard Pearce 

World Sendee 

Newsdesk 

from Arrrenal^Bhtei^o^y 
2.00 Newsdesk 230 Ereycfop»- 

dia Historte 3 001^^330 

Music Review 4.00 Worid News 
4.05 World Business 
4.15 Sports Rnurfoup^SOFrom 
Our Own Correspondent 5.00 
Newsdes k 530-6.00am Globa! 
Business 


janff 

7.00am My Little Pony (34593). 

730 Street Sharks (221 1©- 8.00 
press Ybur Luck ( 324221 &30J-™e 
Connection (31793). 9.00 Quantum 

Leap 136996). 10.00 KungRj 
111002). 1130 Legends erf the Hid- 
den City (959) 5). 11-30^*89^ 
(96644). 12.00 VVforid Wrestling Fed- 
Live Wire [81286). 

Worid Wrestling Federation Shrt &tn 
Chaltenga (67606). 2.00 Star Trek 
(64606). 3.00 Star Trek: The Nad 

Generation (90460). 4.00 

Deep Space Nine (86267). 5.00 Star 
Trek: Voyager (6731). 630 Xena: 
S^^(70J70).7.00Her- 
cules: The Legendary Journeys 
{201991. 8.00 Coppers (3880). MO 
Cops I (2915k 9.00 Cops II 1752511 
930 LAPD (82915). 1030 Law and 
Order (222 70). 11.00 LA Law 
(12731). 12.00 The Movie Show 
(76836). L230 LAPD 133687). 

130 Dream On (19213). 130 Satur- 
day Night, Sunday Morning (22590). 
2.00-6.00am Hit Mix (2Ib6J32). 

grr 7 

7.00pm Superboy (9064147). 730 
Supffboy (5274064) 8.00 Kung RJ 
(S&4335). 930 PaaflcDrh« 
(8687422). 11-00 In the Heat of the 
KgSt CB63562S). 12 30^6. 00am Hit 
Mix Long Play (8537958). 

Orbit the Atoodog ^ 
(8038737). 7.45 Prince of Fobs 
(83222557). 935 Abbott and 
Costello Me« the Mummy* 
(7290441). 10.55 Shake, Rathe 
Si RoA (1047335). 12J20 This Is 
My Affair* (669880). 2M YOung In- 
diana Jones and toe Attack ■ £ the 
Hawkmen 054441 4M 
II (6977). 6.00 Apollo 11 (2I828J. 

VS Mb S-y 

Candyman: Farewell to the Fiesh 
(498286). 12.00 Hostile Intentions 
(23529). 130 Threesome 
(756672). 335 Rage (93 4958 )- 
4^9 56 .05am Abbott vri 0«eHo 
Meet the Mummy* (415/300). 


SH HOMES 

6.00am When Tima Ran Out 
(50712). 830 The Long Summer of 
George Adams (88286). 10.00 
Prince for a Day (37346606). 11M 
D2: The MM Duda (4691 3S2SJ. 
130 Memories of Me (29741002). 

3.15 Seasons of the Heart 

(30599335). 530 When Time Ran 
Out (41170). 7.00 D2: The Mighty 
Ducks (28925). 9.00 When Saturday 
Comes (27002). 1130 Red Shoe Di- 
aries No 12; Girl on a Bika {731557k 
1230 Circumstances Unknown 
(979229). 135 Bandolero! 
(584382). 3-45-6.00am The Man 
Next Door (25078861). 


135 Murder Most Foul* 

(42360229). 3.05 Monterey Pop 
(4239 6279). 4-25-530am Horse 
Feathers* (78917869). 

SKT SPOUTS 1 

7.00am Hold the Back Page ( 
(68034). 8.00 Aerobics (4624BL 
830 Racing (78847). 930 Rugby 
(7044D - 1030 Super League 
(57809). 1230 Sports Saturday 
(21925). 2-00 Rugby- n« a* 1 ®? v 

South Africa (52489). 330^“* 
(39722). 530 Bobby Chariton's Foot- 
ball (34267). 7.M Spadww 
(572218). 

(37925) 1230 Rugby (72855). 

130 (tfP&GoffWratf). 330- 
530am - Flfto Test (68045). 

?OOam Sports Centre (5795977). 

830 Soccer AM (9190252). liOO 
Hon Man (7925977). 130 Mf 
(5328915). 430 Australian Rules 
Football (4686460). 630 Rugby 
League (3562880). 730 Golf: Czech 
Open (6547286). 9.00 Golf: Walter 
Cup (5297151). ll-OO-l.OOam Golf: 
Quick Open (8353002). 

star spouts 3 

12.00noon Ftshomanla IV 
(44486793). 530 Worid Sport 
(68026252). 630 The Winning Post 
(38905002). 83Q-1230midnight 
Ftshomanla IV (46421199). 

L1KTV 

6.00am fashion 630 Agary 7.00 
Looking for Love 7.15 Pet Squad 
730 Game of Two Scarves 830 
Agony 830 Looking for Love 8.45 
Pet Squad 930 Revelations 930 
Fashion 10.00 A Game of Two 
Scarves 1030 Looking for Lne 
10.45 pet Squad 11.00 Agony 1130 
Fate and Fortune 12.00 Why Files? 
1230 Revelations 1.00 Looking tar 
Love 1.15 Pet Squad 130 Agony 
230 Canary Wharf 3.00 Fate and 
Fortune 330 Looking for Love 3.45 
Pat Squad 430 Fashion 430 Game 
of Two Scarves 5.00 Agony 530 
Eva's Seventies Pop Show 630 Fash- 
ion 630 Sport 7.00 Game of Two 
Scarves 730 Agony 8.00 Who Dares 
Wins 830 Fate and Fortune 9.00 
Why Fites? 930 Fashion 10.00 Top- 
less Darts; Sport 1030 Game of Two 
Scarves 11.00 Topless Darts; Sex 
1130 Exotica Erotica 1230 Plea- 
suredoma 1.00 Private Dancer 130 
Sts 230 Exotica Erotica 3.00 Private 
Dancer 330 Sex 4.00 Exotica Erotica 
430 Exotica Erotica 5-00 Sport 
530-6 30am Home Shopping 


DIAMONDS MAY 
BE FOREVER... 
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...ARTHRITIS NEEDN'T 

There are many forms of arthritic and rheumatic disease 
which affect men, women and children in Britain today, 
causing unrelenting pain and disability in hands, wrists and 
joints throughout the body. 

The Arthritis and Rheumatism Council for Research 
celebrates irs Diamond Jubilee in 1996 and is the only 
major UK charity financing medical research into 
osteoarthritis and rheumatic diseases at most university 
hospitals and medical schools in the UK. 

There is real hope that with continued research these 
destructive diseases can be beaten. With your help we can 
continue the battle to find a cure. 

- - - ~~~ ~ 

please send me Your FREE Information Pack □ 

Your FREE Legacy/How to Mate a Will Pack 1 1 
I enclose: Q £31 D£47 □ £19 n«v Rift of£ l ! 

Name: 

Address: — ... 
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tVwiciidc: 

DTWSM® 

To: The Arthritis & Rheumatism Council. QMB/W 
FREEPOST, Chesterfield, Derbyshire S4 1 7BR. 

ARTHRITIS RESEARCH 

_ A Rectatcnal Cturiiv 

Pjntm: HRH The Ducheu at Kent. 


REMEMBER-ARTHRITIS 
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T he Prime Minister is to 
issue an annual report, 
commenting on the 
progress of his govemmem 
An early draft was lying on 
- the desk of a minister I went 
to see recently, and I 
f ^managed to read it upside 
•own. In the interest of open 
government, I reproduce it 
here. 

“To all parents and 
stakeholders: Hi! It’s been a 
fantastically busy first term of 
the new parliament. On the 
whole, the Government has 
done extremely well, 
adjusting to the new offices 
very quickly and with the 
minimum of disruption. Our 
review groups are now 
looking at virtually evejy 
aspect of administration and 
policy, and will be reporting 
well before the end of the 
century. Which is not - if I 
may remind you - very far 
away! 

In the meantime, these are 
my interim reports on your 
^pnislem. I hope that you find 
xnera instructive and useful. 

John: Has had - for him - 
a quiet term. He has, I think, 
begun to realise that his 
occasional over-enthusiasm 
has led to his taking on too 
many different things at once. 
The transport project, 
especially the Birmingham 
ring-road, has not quite been 
the success that he hoped for, 
and has led to John failing to 
grip the Nature Studies part 
of the course. Effort. A minus; 
Achievement: C minus. 

Jack: Has set about his task 
with his usual grim 
determination, so I've 
actually seen very little of 
him! Seems to be achieving a 
nice balance between 
liberalism and firmness, but I 
do wonder where he's 
-3) keeping all those prisoners! 

• Efforr. B plus; Achievement: ■ 

B double plus. 

Gordon; Beneath that 
gloomy exterior there is a 
very clever chap indeed! His 
innovative work on the Bank 
of England has been the talk 
of the Government, and his 
rate of interest has never 
flagged, rising steadily 
throughout the terra. I hope 
he doesn't find the rest of the 
work too taxing. Effort: A; 
Achievement: A minus. 

Clare: An excellent start! 
Last term's distressing 
tendency towards indiscipline 
has been almost completely 
eradicated, leaving her free to 
concentrate on what she loves 


best, travelling and 
sympathising.^ thought I'd 
never be able lo say this, but 
she is an asset to the 
government! Effort: B; 
Achievement : Cplus. 

Robin: Difficulties at home 
nave not prevented him from 
making his mark. His 
landmark essav “Morality in 
Foreign Policy" was the talk 
of the Christian Society, 
attracting a great deal of 
favourable comment. Now 
let’s see how he puts it into 
practice! His forthcoming trip 
to Indonesia should prove 
stimulating. Effort : A minus; 
Achievement. B double plus. 

Prefects: Peter tells me that 
morale is good, and that 
almost everybody is pulling 
their weighL. The plan to send 
work teams into the vegetable 
garden to occupy them during 
slack periods is now close to 
fruition. Also the work on the 
Dome is well under way, and,- 
under Peter’s inspired 
leadership, should provide us 
all with a memorable evening 
on 31 December 1999. 

Matron's Report Although 
there are signs of 
improvement in attendance 
and punctuality. 

Miss Hannan is concerned 
that there are still too many 
who stop work at the smallest 
sign of illness, or who still 
refuse to take on tasks that 
they consider beneath them. 

A new system of encouraging 
less hardworking girls and 
boys to pull their fingers out 
is about to be introduced. 

Trips: It is important that 
ministers get out and 
experience life in other 
countries. I myself have 
accompanied several such 
delegations, and although all 
have been hard work 
(especially the weekend 
in Amsterdam) nevertheless a 
good time was had by all. 

Sports: Mr Banks tells me 
that the Fust XI has enjoyed 
mixed fortunes against the 
Australian boys with a 
splendid win followed by a 
couple of disappointing 
results. Sports day last week 
was also something of a let- 
down, with too many of our 
athletes performing below 
par. Let us hope that the 
soccer team will enjoy better 
fortune next year on their 
world tour! 

All in all. a terrific term - 
and a year of achievement is 
prospect, 1 hope you share my 
excitement! 

Tone Blair 


How Mary’s monster 
became today’s myth 


by Sara 
Maitland 


W ■ Vhis month marks the 
I I |two hundredth anni- 

■ versary of the birth 

■ of Mary Shelley, the 
author of Franken- 
stein, a novel that has proved 
astonishingly influential and 
effective, having all the qual- 
ities of a genuine myth. 

Maiy Shelley was the 
daughter of Mary Woll- 
stonccraft and William God- 
win. Mary Wollsionccraft is 
now best known as the writer 
of A Vindication of. the Rights 
of Women and the founder of 
modern feminism, but in her 
own day she was as notorious 
for her support of the French 
Revolution and her uncon- 
ventional lifestyle. Godwin 
was a leading rationalist, a 
significant political philoso- 
pher, and a libertarian 
Jacobin. Much was expected 
of their child: particularly as 
Wollstonecraft died in child- 
birth. 

At 16 Mary fell in love with 
the young Romantic poet 
Percy Bysshe Shelley, a disci- 
ple of her father's who had 
been expelled from Oxford 
for writing The Necessity of 
Atheism and, although he was 
married with two children, ran 
off with him: at which point 
her father rejected her entirely 
- despite his previous advo- 
cacy of Free Love. 

The young couple lived an 
itinerant life over the next two 
years, during which Mary suf- 
fered a miscarriage and (he 
death of her premature daugh- 
ter. The couple were clearly 
very dose but SheDey, who was 
both intellectually brilliant and 
emotional volatile, was 
demanding to live with. Hie 
summer of 1816 found them 
living near Geneva with Lord 
Byron (by whom Mary’s half- 
sister was pregnant) and their 
surviving child. Byron and 
Shelley had formed a friend- 
ship of extraordinary intensity, 
which always contained a 
strong element of competition. 

In this highly charge atmos- 
phere Mazy Shelley conceived 
and wrote Frankenstein : a 
macabre Gothic tale of a bril- 
liant and talented young man 
who starts out with a proper 
desire for learning and knowl- 
edge, but gets too ambitious. 
He withdraws from the world 
and normal human contact 
into his laboratory and pulls 
off the greatest victory of all 
scientific imagination - he 
constructs a body out of bits of 

dead flesh, and galvanises it. 
Far from this turning out to be 
an exciting and hopeful break- 
through for humanity, the con- 
sequences are horrendous. 

Frankenstein’s creation is 
horribly botched; unlike 
nature’s creation, it is neither 
beautiful nor lovable. It is 
destructive, vengeful, and very 
dangerous. (Interestingly, the 
piece of the story that is least 
prominent in all the retellings 
is Mary Shelley's central ques- 
tion - is the monster evil 



because it is unloved, or unlov- 
able because it is evil?) The 
monster brutally destroys 
everything its creator loves - 
friends, and family, and sanity. 
Finally, Frankenstein has to 
sacrifice his life to destroy his 
own creation. Nothing good 
comes of this supremely 
creative act 


reference way beyond the cin- 
ematic.) It is unusual for any 
pervasive cultural myth to 
nave a known and named 
author. It is even more 
unusual for such an author to 
be a teenage girl. 

Why did it work so weli? 
What nerve is it that Franken- 
stein touched and still touches? 


ity? Is cloning a new chance at 
eternal life, or a fundamental 
corruption of our individual- 
ity? Reproductive technolo- 
gies continually stir up moral 
terrors and media controver- 
sies - on the one hand it is 
“natural” (even a right) to 
have children; on the other 
hand we should not go to 


mous power, they are required 
to sacrifice certain sorts of 
normality, ' whether simple 
practical skills (professors are 
‘‘absent-minded’’ just as saints 
often were) or more profound 
satisfactions (like normal 
human relationships). But 
these sacrifices make them 
even more alarming. Scientists 


From the moment of publication it struck a chord. 

Dr Frankenstein represents many of our deeper beliefs 
about scientists - in fact he forms these beliefs 


Although it is written with 
an enormous emotional 
power, Frankenstein was not 
the first Gothic horror novel, 
and it was not the first science 
fiction novel either, but from 
the moment of its first publi- 
cation in 2818 it struck a 
chord, whose reverberations 
seem to increase still. It Is 
unusual for a novel so to 
escape from its origins. Almost 
every eight-year-old in this 
country now knows the name 
and something of the story - 
however botched, confused 
and reinterpreted - of the 
hero of a radical, literary, 
intellectual novel written over 
ISO years ago. (Although Boris 
Karloff may have something lo 
answer for, the fame of this 
story is not based simply on a 
film version. The name 
“Frankenstein” has a cultural 


The French Revolution 
destabilised Europe. It raised 
hopes that reason could per- 
fect humanity and then dashed 
those hopes. It also Jed directly 
to the devastating Napoleonic 
Wits - which ended only the 
year before Frankenstein was 
written. And it left Europe 
with a profound tension 
between the liberating life- 
enhancing capacities of human 
knowledge and the dangers 
(moral, practical and imagi- 
native) of “interfering with 
nature”. 

It is a conflict which has not 
been resolved in the subse- 
quent two centuries and is 
seen most clearly in the life 
sciences, particularly medi- 
cine: wifi reducing pain in 
childbirth undermine mater- 
nal devotion? Will organ 
transplants change personal- 


“ unnatural" lengths to get 
them. 

Robots, cyborgs and clones 
(artificial people) are the 
“baddies” of popular science 
fiction - from the film 
Bladenamer (where it is taken 
as a given that it is essential to 
work out who is a “real" 
human and who is not, even 
though it is well nigh impossi- 
ble to discover any difference 
whatsoever) right down to the 
crassest children’s TV car- 
toon, in which human heroes 
can take cm the characteristics 
of robots, while the villains are 
technological constructions 
which take on the appearance 
of humanity. 

Because of such fears, 
scientists have become what 
priests and wizards were - 
they are different from “us". 
In exchange for their enor- 


are also under the suspicion of 
being more on the side of 
their inventions than they are 
on the side of the common 
man. (Hence the present pop- 
ular belief that “science is too 
important to be left to scien- 
tists” - they cannot have nor- 
mal human ethics). 

These are precisely the 
issues that Frankenstein 
addresses. The character of 


Dr Frankenstein carries great 
psychological conviction, 
which is far more important 
than factual credibility. He is 
a true tragic hero, noble but 
flawed. He represents many of 
our deeper beliefs about what 
scientists are like; in fact he 
forms these beliefs. But more 
importantly, Mary Shelley 
created a powerful narrative: 
myths are not just symbols or 
metaphors or abstract theo- 
ries; they are always stories. 
Stories that put in order what 
we want to think. 

One of the- problems with 
myths is that you never know 
they are myths until you don’t 
need them any longer. 
Frankenstein is a story. Mary 
Shelley made it up. She 
despised convention, and con- 
ventional thinking. Perhaps 
we should celebrate this bi- 
centenary by recognising how 
useful her novel has been, by 
accepting we have made a 
mythology out of it, and by 
treating it as we do earlier 
myths- by demythoiogising it, 
and setting ourselves free from 
some of our fears. Easier said 
than done. 


Tony Blair, the first African PM 





? Orfony, but when we’re down 

V^uj “Mandelson manipu- 
? fcjlates the press” and 

I “Labour proclaims achieve- 

ments of its first 100 days b£ 
pro mising an annual report” 
you know that domestic politics 
is on holiday. Turn to tbe enter- 
tainment pages, and we dis- 
cover the Princess oFWhles, as 
usual. Mr Dodi Fbyed may not 
know it vet, but be has been 
(^elected io be the latest candi- 
• rtiale for a media death-by- 
. Diana, the fate that inevitably 
meets anyone standing too 
close to the Princess. The irony 
of her campaign to ban land- 
mines is that she is herself a sort 
of g pc fol hand grenade, ready to 
explode, leaving unsuspecting 
playboys legless and broken. 

However, there are stilt 
events happening around the 
world. Fm sure that Mr Blmris 
watching with a keen eye from 
bis Tuscan holiday^ home, 
because the team is always on 
the lookout for models of gov- 
ernment to enhance his mis- 
sion, aka The Project. 

We know from the wenare- 
to-work programme that Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand have 
been under scrutiny, as has the 

f United States, if only because 
Friend Bill has made so many 

avoidable- mistakes. 

. point I feared that The Project 
was going to be the creation of 
^roto^anada - Dullsville on 
Sunday. But I think that I have 
finally worked out where The 



Trevor Phillips 

The phrases 
could just as 
easily be 
drawn from 
speeches by 
Nyerere^ 
Kenyattaar 
Mugabe as 
from the 
New Labour 
lexicon 


Project is actually heading. 
Tony is an African, though in 
the political sense, rather than 
the biological. If be has a mod- 
ern political hero, it is Nelson 
Mandela; if he has a spectre at 
his feast, it is Mobutu Sese Seko 
of Zaire. . - 

Look at the facts. Labour 
has come to power after 
decades of corrupt, partisan 
government, pledging to 
destroy political tribalism. 
Their troops have marched for 
many years, often with little 
hope of victoiy and m the face 
of doubt from the people and 
hostility from the oijpns of dvfl 
society (yes, The San qualifies). 
At last, at last there is a break- 
through, and a sense of liber- 
ation across the nation. It 
scene that everyone has been 
waiting for this moment, and 
even those who appeared to be 
in cahoots with the ancien 
nfyprie now cheer along with 
the rest • 

The rhetoric is characteristic 
- “heal the wounds" “end priv- 
ilege” “unify the people". The 
phrases could just as easily be 
drawn from speeches by 
Nyerere, Kenyatta, Mugabe, 
Nknimah as from the New 
Labour lexicon. The new lead- 
ers are men and women of 
iron discipline. They take hold 
of dm reins of power vowing 
that the .old days should never 
be allowed to return. 

They are inclusive and for- 
giving. Mr Mandela appointed 


whites to key posts in his gov- 
ernment, and set up the Tfuth 
Commission to absolve his for- 
mer persecutors ; Mr Blair has 
recruited businessmen, and 
given house room to the Soda! 
Democrats who helped to pitch 
his party out of power for a gen- 
eration. They inject a new style 
-Mr Mandela Winds us whh his 
shirts, Mr Blair charms us with 
his informality. And they set 
about creating what they call a 
new politics that will put an end 
to division. It is when we hit the 
politics that we ran into difficult 
territory. 

In Africa, as in Britain, the 
historic political obstacle to 
modernisation is tribalism. In 
South Africa, that includes the 
white tribe; here we may call 
them classes, but we all know 
which we belong to, and we 
knowwhich party is supposed to 
represent our interests. Like 
most African leaders, the Blair 
team has dearly decided that the 
party political framework, when 
combined with these archaic 
loyalties, could derail The Pro- 
ject. Thus virtually every move 
they make has to undermine 
that framework, in spite of the 
fact that it has given them a 
huge, overwhelming mandate. 

There. Mr Mandela brings 
minority parties into the cabi- 
net; here, the liberal Democ- 
rats join a cabinet committee. 
There they purge the party of 
undesirables tike Mrs Man- 
dela; here they neutralise the 


disruptive party conference. 
There they decentralise power 
massively, creating regional 
assemblies and provincial 
prime ministers; here we get 
devolution and a new style of 
government for London. There 
they turn up at football matches 
and concerts - remember 
Mr Mandela at tbe World Cup 
Rugby Finals in a Springbok 
shirt? Here, though Mr Banks 
at Chelsea is not that remark- 
able, since he's been going for 
umpteen years, Mr Fisher, tbe 
Arts minister, goes to Glaston- 
bury - truly amazing. 

All this is fine. Where we 
may become a little nervous is 
the bit that follows -an attempt 
to defeat tribalism by embrac- 
ing every strand of opinion 
within the governing party. This 
need not be a one-party state, 
but it could be as near as 
dammit. In Africa, they tend to 
acknowledge that there is only 
one party of government and 
then introduce long and cum- 
bersome methods of establish- 
ing consensus, which eventually 
give a result, usually too late 
and too complex to be of much 
use. The South African model 
is rather tike this, and in the 
spate of reviews and commis- 
sions and focus groups set up Ity 
New Labour one can see this 
tendency emerging. 

Unfortunately, in Africa, 
many also believe that in a 
dangerously unstab le situation, 
only one ttimg can prevent the 


divisive tendencies re -emerg- 
ing, and that is to stick together 
the main party political inter- 
ests, find a place for everyone 
in government and ensure that 
there is no basis for destabili- 
sation - by which is usually 
meant, no basis for anyone else 
to take over the government. 

Some versions of this ten- 
dency invent vigorous federal 
structures to ensure that the 
national government does not 
simply do as it likes - its pow- 
ers are limited and its actions 
are scrutinised. An example of 
this would be the old Tanzan- 
ian ruler, Julius Nyerere, who 
got his way by charm, cunning 
and sheer intellectual force. 
Some countries forget to install 
anychecksou the power of cen- 
tral government and are ready 
to use its power to deliver what 
it believes is good for the 
people, whether they like it or 
not; check out Mobutu. 

Of course we heme that 
Mr Blair's version will be Man- 
dela rather than Mobutu. Fora 
Straw in the wind, look towards 
Mr Nyerere’s 'fanzania. The old 
man originated the Blairish 
phrase “the Third Way” 
(between communism and cap- 
italism), gave us an African ver- 
sion of what New Labour is cur- 
rectly calling “inclusion,” and 
insisted that be did not have to 
follow anyone else’s doctrines. 
Oh - and he gave Peter Man- 
delson his first job, teaching for 
a year in the bush. 


Even the 
nurses are 
suffering 

Please help Oxfam 
in North Korea 


On Wednesday’s TV news we showed you 
children so weak, they needed propping 
up by nurses, who were hungry and 
sick themselves. 

They're suffering because of two years 
of floods, followed by drought. Because 
two^thirds of the maize harvest has failed. 
Because people have to forage to survive. 

An estimated 600,000 North Korean 
children are suffering from malnutrition. 
Here's your chance to help. 

Please make a donation 
to Oxfam today. — 

(k&A-JC LlCC/ 

_ credit card donations ^ — / 

©01865312231 


Postcode 

P(MM write: Oxfam, Room BB12, FRB3KBT, Oxford 0X2 7BR. 


Qxfem United Kingdom and Ireland 
Is a member of OxJare WemWorai. 
n M flrt a m cm> HDJoaaaa 
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Professor J. D. Pearson 


J. D. Pearson was the most in- 
fluential librarian in Oriental 
and African studies ever known 
in Britain. When he was ap- 
pointed to the library of Lon- 
don University's School of 
Oriental and African Studies in 
1950, Che library had 17 staff 
members and a stock of 100,000 
volumes: when he gave up the 
librarianship 22 years later the 
staff stood at 4(1, the stock at 
some 500.000 items, and it was 
the most important library of its 
kind in Europe. 

James Douglas Pearson was 
born in 1911 and educated at 
Cambridge County High School 
for Boys. He left school at the 
age of 16 with, as he himself 
termed it, "undistinguished 
attainments” and secured a 
pest as a book- Cctcher. or "li- 
brary boy" in the Cambridge 
University Library. 

Inspired by the example of 
the librarian, A.E Schofield, 
he developed a passion for 
languages that became a byword 
among his contemporaries in 
the library. "A scholarship was 
then found for me at St John’s 
College,” he recalled, "and 
there, and later at Pembroke 
College ... I was able to indulge 


an addiction to Oriental lan- 
guages for six years.” The 
scholarship was for Hebrew 
r»nd his studies lasted from 
1932 to 1936, when he returned 
to the University Library as 
an Assistant in the Oriental 
Section. 

Called up for military service 
in 1941 as a signaller, he was 
later transferred to the Field 
Security section of the Intelli- 
gence Corps and served in Ger- 
many at the end of the war. 
Demobilised from the Army on 
the last day of 1945 he re- 
turned to Cambridge Universi- 
ty Library as an Assistant 
Under-Librarian . 

His first marriage was dis- 
solved and he later married 
Hilda Wilkinson, who was to 
assist fully with his biblio- 
graphical work. The demands 
of a growing family (he had 
four sons) meant that, when in 
1 950 be was offered the post of 
Librarian at the School of Ori- 
ental and African Studies, he ac- 
cepted even though it meant 
leaving Cambridge. 

At SO AS the library was 
only just being re-assembled af- 
ter its wartime dispersal, and 
was housed in numerous dif- 


ferent stores throughout various 
buildings; the staff was small, 
and the book-buying budget 
tiny. Pearson applied himself 
with energy to promoting the 
library's cause m the councils 
of SO AS and to securing in- 
creased staff and money to buy 
books. Academics going on 
study leave in Africa or Asia 
were supplied with lists of want- 
ed titles and money to make lo- 
cal purchases. Gradually, in 
spite of accommodation prob- 
lems, the library became better 
equipped to serve the teaching 
and research needs of the 
school. 

Major expansion came with 
the appointment of a new 
Director, Sir Cyril Philips, in 
1957. Philips appreciated the 
need for a strong library to 
underpin the special studies 
undertaken by SO AS, and en- 
couraged Pearson to expand the 
library and its staff. He se- 
cured a grant from the Rocke- 
feller Foundation to support 
SOAS and among the projects 
was a series ofcountiy-wide sur- 
veys of manuscripts relating to 
Asia and Africa. These surveys 
were supervised by Rzaison 
and carried out by Doreen 


Wainwright and Noel Math- 
ews and published by Oxford 
University Press. 

Meanwhile Pearson had al- 
ready begun his work on Ori- 
ental manuscripts with Oriental 
Manuscript OMectkms in the Li- 
braries of Great Britain and Ire- 
land (1954), followed later by 
Oriental Manuscripts in Europe 
and North America : a survey 
(1971). But his principal work, 
index- Isl amicus, 1906-1955 

S , is a catalogue of peri- 
articles on Islamic sub- 
jects, continued in succeeding 
cumulations and quarterly is- 
sues, and regularly cited as 
“Pearson”. 

He was responsible for initi- 
ating the first listings of higher 
degrees in African and Asian 
studies and securing tbeir pub- 
lication; he chaired the first In- 
ternational Conference on 
African Bibliography in Nairo- 
bi in 1967 and edited the pro- 
ceedings (1970) with Ruth 
Jones; he published A Bibliog- 
raphy of Pre- Islamic Persia 
(1975); revised and annotated 
the Asian and African entries 
from Best erm aii’s .4 World 
Bibliography of Bibliographies 
(1975); edited South Asian Bib- 


liography: a handbook (1979); 
and after retirement produced 
a supplementary volume (1984) 
to Criswell’s bibliography of Is- 
lamic art and architecture, and 
continued to revise the Wain- 
wright and Mathews surveys, 
working on them in the Uni- 
versity Library up to a few 
weeks before his death. (The 
supplementary volumes for 
South and South East Asia and 
Africa appeared in 1989-90 and 
1993.) 

From 1959 Pearson taught a 
course in Oriental and African 
bibliography for student li- 
brarians in the School of li- 
brarianship and Archive Studies 
at University College London 
and many of his students sub- 
sequently rose to important 
posts in Asia and Africa, while 
his lectures and seminars led 
to Oriental and Asian BibUog- 
mpfiy: an introduction with some 
reference to Africa (1966), the 
fust textbook of its kind 
published. 

Pearson played a full part in 
the affairs of SOAS, serving 
on numerous committees and 
the Academic Board, but out- 
side SOAS he was a founder 
of the Standing Committee 


for Library Materials on 
Africa (SCOLMA) and subse- 
quently its Chairman, and he 
was also Chairman of rhe 
Standing Conference of Na- 
tional and University Libraries 
(SCONUL) Group of Orien- 
talist Librarians. He was in- 
strumental in founding other 

regional groups of librarians and 

promoting co-operation be- 
tween them both nationally 
and world-wide. 

He was the founding Chair- 
man of the International Asso- 
ciation of Orientalist librarians, 
and attended most of the In- 
ternational Congresses of Ori- 
entalists until bis retirement; he 
was Library Adviser to the 
Tntpr-T fnivenaty Council from 
1969 to 1975/ and provided 
much of the material for the 
chapter on libraries in the in- 
fluential Hayter report on the 
development of Oriental and 
African studies in the UK 

Pearson gave up the librari- 
anship of SOAS in March 
1972 just as the library was 
about to move into its new and 
long-expected building, de- 
signed by Denys Lasdun & 
Partners. He was first appoint- 
ed Senior Research Allow, 


then to Ihe first Cte to BMj- 
oeraphv "with reference to 
/Sand Africa” at London 

University. He retn j£.?SS 
the Chair in September 
and moved bade to 
He was appointed Pro lessor 
Emeritus, made an Honorary 
Fellow of the Library Associa- 
tion in 1976 and av varied * he 
Watford Prize for bfelong 
achievement in bibliography in 
1992. 

Jim Pearson's warmth and 
cheerfulness made dry meetings 
go with a swing, and fos inde- 
fatigable energy and willingness 
to persevere with seemingly 
thankless tasks produced tnpn- 
ographical works of enduring 
Slue. When SOAS library 
closed for Christmas each year, 
the party that began in the 
librarian's room just before 
closing became an annual 
institutional event. 

As Librarian of SOAS he was 
one of the great travellers, 
when it was unusual for librar- 
ians to move outside their li- 
braries. All his life he retained 
a love of Cambridge and a been 
interest in flora and natural 
history- _ . . 

B. C- Bloomfield 




Isabel Dean 


James 

and tibGoffOplter- bom 17 De- 
cember 1911 ; Assistant Under* 
Librarian, Cambridge tMmfiylh 
bmn 1959-50; Librarian. School 
of Oriental and African Studies, 
London University 1950-7Z Pro- 
fessor of B&Uograpto; infer- 

ence to Aria and Africa 1972-79 
(Emeritus); married first Rose Bet- 
ty Burden (cute son; marriage da- 
sohvd). second Hilda WUkinson 
(three sons); died 1 August 1997. 

*> 


Dean: "Our stage is rich In actresses - the most undervalued is Isabel Dean' Photojjaph: Hutton Getty 


In a career spanning 50 years, 
Isabel Dean demonstrated tal- 
ent and versatility while never 
fulfilling the great promise ini- 
tial^ indicated. With large eyes 
and classically chiselled fea- 
tures, she became best known 
as an exponent of somewhat 
steely patrician ladies of ele- 
gance and breeding. That she 
was capable of much more was 
demonstrated by her work on 
stage in both the classics and 
contemporary drama, but most 
of this was done in provincial 
theatres, partly no doubt be- 
cause early in her career she 
offended “Binkie Beaumont”, 
die West End’s leading 
theatrical manager. 

She was bom Isabel Hodg- 
kinson in Aldridge, Stafford- 
shire, in 1918. Her first 
ambition was to be an an 
teacher. She studied painting at 
the Birmingham Art School 
and in 1937 joined the Chel- 
tenham Repertory Company 
as a scenic artist. Soon she was 
taking both acting lessons and 
small parts with the company. 
“It was inevitable, with her rav- 
ishing looks,” commented one 
of the company later. 

After appearing with reper- 
tory companies in Brighton and 
Norwich, she made her London 
debut od 1 May 1940 as Mag- 
gie Buckley in an adaptation of 
Agatha Christie's thriller Peril 
at End House , following this 


with a Shakespearean role, 
Mariana in Robert Atkins's Re- 
fs Park production of All's 
That Ends WelL A major 
break came in 1943 when she 
played Jenny in John Gielgud's 
celebrated production of Coa- 
l's Lave for Love at the 
ioenix. 

The following year she was 
asked to join Gielgud's reper- 
tory company at the Haymarket, 
again playing Prue in Love for 
Love, but also understudying 
Pleggy Ashcroft as Ophelia to 
Gielgud's Hamlet (the last time 
the great actorplayed the role). 
She played Ophelia several 
times when Ashcroft was sick 
and followed this with a per- 
formance as Hennia in A Mid- 
summer Night's Dream which, 
according to Harold Hobson, 
was "as pretty and sharply 
defined as it was lovely”. 

When Beaumont asked her 
to go with Gielgud's company 
to tour India, but only to play 
the role of the maid in Coward's 
Blithe Spirit and again to under- 
study Ophelia, she refused and 
Beaumont made it clear be 
considered her ungrateful. She 
never worked for his manage- 
ment again and made few more 
West End appearances. Instead 
she played leading roles in Ox- 
ford, Brighton and the Boltons 
Theatre, including a luminous 
Juliet. 

She returned to the West End 


in 1956 to play Mary Danas in 
the thriller The Night of the 
Fourth at the Westminster, and 
three years later played Miss 
Frost, the Catholic lodger se- 
duced by a young student, in the 
hit production of J.P. Don- 
leavy's The Ginger Man at the 
Fortune. 

She had meanwhile become 
a famili ar face on television. She 
had the principal female role in 
Nigel Kneale's enormously pop- 
ular blend of science-fiction 
and horror The Quatermass Ex- 
periment (1953), six 30-minute 
episodes which went out live, 
with filmed inserts. Dean played 
the scientist whose astronaut 
husband returns from a mission 
with an alien infection that 
causes him to mutate into a 
vegetable-like creature. 

When A Life of Bliss , a suc- 
cessful radio comedy series, 
was transferred to television 
with its original star, George 
Cole, as the bumbling bachelor 
hero. Dean was cast as his 
forthright sister Anne. 

Other television roles in- 
cluded Jane AusLen's Sense and 
Sensibility . David Mercer's The 
Parachute (as mother to John 
Osborne), Julian Bond’s 13- 
part series/f Man of Our Times 
and a high-toned soap-opera, 
199 Park Avenue, sat in a luxu- 
ry apartment block where the 
stories of the inhabitants are 
linked by a gossip columnist 


searching for stories. Created 
and written by Dean’s hus- 
band William Fairchild it went 
out twice weekly, but lasted only 
nine weeks. (Dean’s 1953 mar- 
riage to Fairchild, who wrote 
such screenplays as Morning 
Departure. The Malta Stray and 
Star!, was dissolved in the 
early Seventies.) 

In the theatre, she had suc- 
cesses in several contemporary 
plays, including the Royal Court 
production of John Osborne s 
A Hotel in Amsterdam (1968 ), 
which moved into the West 
End and in provincial produc- 
tions of Orton’s What the But- 
ler Saw and John Bowen ’s 
chflling Robin Redbreast. She 
had a particularly notable tri- 
umph as Hester in Rattigan’s 
The Deep Blue Sea ( at Guildford 
In 1971 and Nottingham in 
1972), once more following 
in the footsteps of Peggy 
Ashcroft. Her wrenching por- 
trayal of the clergyman’s daugh- 
ter. married to a High Court 
judge, who leaves her husband 
to pursue a hopeless and ob- 
sessive affair with a young air 
force pilot, dearly demonstrat- 
ed that Dean's gifts had not 
always been appropriately 
exploited 

In 1977 she played with Giel- 
gud, for the first time since she 
had been his Ophelia, in Julian 
Mitchell’s Half Life at the 
National Theatre. 


Harold Spina 


..M 


Dean’s film career began in 
1943 with a tiny role in The Alan 
in Grey. Later films included 
Lean’s" The Passionate Friends 
(1948), and Sidney Gflfian's 
77ie Store of Gilbert and Su&vtm 
(1953), in which she was the 
epitome of droll elegance as 
wife to Robert Morky’s Gilbert. 
“How does it feel to he married 
to a transcendent genius?” asks 
her husband as he puls the fin- 
ishing touches to The Mikado. 
“I suppose I've always taken h 
for granted, dear ” is her reply. 

In Alexander Mackendriek’s 
.4 High Wmd in Jamaica, rite 
presented a beautiful and 
touching picture of Vfctoij 
motherhood in the film’s ea 
sequences. Her last appear- 
ance on the West End stage was 
as the tragic mother of Alan 
Turing (Derek Jacobi) in Hugh 
Whitcmore's Breaking the Code 
(1986). 

A few years earlier the crit- 
ic Harold Hobson had written; 
“Our own stage is rich in ac- 
tresses of whom the chief jew- 
el is Pe ggy Ashcroft - and the 
most undervalued is Isabel 
Dean” 

Tom Vftlbace 

Isabel Hodgkinson (Isabel 
Dean), actress ; bom Aldridge. 
Staffordshire 29 May 1918; mar- 
ried 1953 William Fairchild (two 
daughters; marriage dissolved): 
died 27 July 1997. 

D 




The first of the composer 
Harold Spina's many hits 
was launched by a bandleader 
who couldn't decide whether 
it was a funny song or a tragic 
one. 

The tongue-in-cheek "Annie 
Doesn't Live Here Any More” 
(1 933), which Spina wrote with 
Joe Young, veteran lyricist of 
such standards as “My Mam- 
my”, "You’re My Everything" 
and "I'm Gonna Sit Right 
Down and Write Myself a Let- 
ter”, and the fledgling Johnny 
Burke, was considered a dud by 
its publishers, who sent it to the 
bandleader Guy Lombardo in 


a parcel of tunes they regard- 
ed as equally hopeless. Al- 
though unsure whether the 
song would make people laugh 
or ciy, Lombardo asked the 
publishers if he could have it ex- 
clusively for six weeks. They 
replied, "You can have it for 
six years!” In less than three 
weeks, the number became a 
nationwide hit. 

Like Lombardo, America 
was divided about “Annie”; col- 
lege students and big-city types 
found it funny, while those in 
the hinterlands thought it 
poignant; its ending (“She was 
oh -so faithful - what a pitiful 


sight! / Whited for a letter that 
you promised to write./ A gen- 
tleman with a top hat called 
around the other night, / And 
Annie doesn't live here any 
more") led many to think An- 
nie had died of a broken heart, 
and that the top-hatted gentle- 
man was not a rich lover, but an 
undertaker. 

Obsessed with music from an 
early age. Spina led his own 
high-school dance band at 14. 
Soon after graduation be be- 
came a pianist and vocal 
arranger for a music publishing 
firm in his native New York, 
turning full-time composer in 


1932. After the success of "An- 
nie Doesn’t Live Here Any 
More”, he and Johnny Burke 
turned out a dozen songs, in- 
cluding “It's Dark on Observa- 
tory Hill” (1934) and the Bats 
Waller hits "You’re Not the 
Only Oyster in the Stew” (1934) 
“You’re So Darn Charming” 
and “ My Very Good Friend the 
Milkman" (both 1935). 

The partnership ended in 
1936. when Burke left for Hol- 
lywood to write for Bing Cros- 
by. In 1937 Spina too went 
west; with Whiter Bullock he 
wrote the score for United 
Artists’ 52nd Street (1937), a te- 


dious musical whose title invit- 
ed invidious comparison with 
Warner Bros’ 42nd Street 
(1933). After being signed by 
20tb Century- Fox. Spina and 
Bullock provided songs for the 
Sonja Henie-Don Ameche- 
Ethel Merman film Happy 
Landing, Alice Faye’s Sally, 
Irene and Mary, and Shirley 
Temple’s Just Around the Cor- 
ner and Little Mbs Broadway (all 
1938). 

Frank Loesserwas his lyricist 
on Paramount's True to the 
Army ( 1 942), which starred the 
hflJblBy comedienne Judy Cano 
va. Spina later worked on her 


equaify corny Honeychile (3951) 
and Itie Wac from Walla Walla 
(1952) with others providing the 
words. 

In 1950 Dinah Shore had a 
hit single with Spina’s “It’s So 
Nfce to Have a Man Around the 
House”. Jack Elliott wrote the 
tyric, which ended with the cyn- 
ical “Though it’s two to one 
yea'll wind up with a louse". Rat- 
ti Rage had a mfllion-seller with 
"Would I Love You?” (1951), 
which Spina wrote with Bob 
Russell. Soon afterwards, the 
composer became his own lyri- 
cist; his "Lazy Summer Night” 
(1958) was a leading record for 


the Four Preps. He also pro- 
vided both words and music for 
“The Velvet Glove" (1953), 
which his long-time friend Jer- 
ry Colonna recorded. “If Jerry 
hadn't been a friend,” joked 
Spina. “I wouldn’t have Jet him 
do that to my song!” 

During his long life, Harold 
Spina also founded two music 
publishing firms and a film stu- 
dio, produced and directed for 
record companies, developed 
the first automated music pro- 
gramme in radio, and cam- 
paigned tirelessly for his union, 
the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers. 


Although his most enduring 
song was the La tin- American 
“Cumana”, (written with Bar- 
clay Allen and Roscoe Hillman), 
his most remunerative compo- 
sition was "Man Around the 
House", which was adapted for 
a long-running television cake- 
mkooinineicial. It became "It’s 
so nice to have a cake around 
the house”. 

Dick Vosburgh 

Harold Spina, composer, lyricist, 
music publisher and record pro- 
ducer bom New York 21 June 
1906; married ( two sons); died 
3 8 July 1997. %£ 


Births, 



DEATHS 

SMYTH: On 2 AueusL in Dorsti. aged 
56 years. Francis Brendan (Frank) 
Smyth, writer, raconteur, bon viveur. 
hugely loved. Funeral service at St 
Joseph's RC Church. Highgaic Hill 
on Wednesday 13 August ai 12 noon 
followed by interment at High gate 
Cemetery. Flowers may be sent to 
Lcvenon & Sons, 1 Denmark Terrace. 
Fords Green. N2 (0181-444 5753). 

WILDER: WQtiam S.. Honorary Con- 
sul of Sao Tome and Principe and 
President of the Consular Corps of 
London, passed away suddenly on 6 
August 1997. Much-loved husband 
of uene and father of Jeffrey and 
Lorraine. 

WILLIAMSON; Bessie, fortified W 
the rites of Synagogue and Ho)y 


Founder or the Australian Listening 
Library for the Blind. 
widow of George; toother oOtetoAa 
Marion and Kane; t&nxtoacahet ra 
petcr-Jesns, Hunan, Clare and Re- 
becrafdcoeosedy. Nfcofe Roton and 

Adrian; grem.Braadnwiher or Josef. 
Robert and Michael. Jeso mercy. 
Mary pray. 
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Forthcoming 

marriages 

MrC M. Arthur 
and Miss E S- J- Moves 
The engage mem is announced be- 
tween Charles, son of Mr and Mrs 
Stanley Arthur, and Jo-Jo, daughter 
of Mr Jim Moves and Mrs Elizabeth 
Sanders. 

Mr B. C. E. Steadman 
and MsLX Edwards 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Ben, only son of Mr and Mrs 
Evan Steadman, of Cambridge, and 
Lorien. younger daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Robert Cook, of Hinckley, 
Leicestershire. 


Birthdays 

TODAY; Mr David Astor, former 
Chairman, Council for the Protection 
of Rural England. 54; Mr Ernest 
Beaumont, former chairman, Bunzi, 
76; Sir Philip Beck, president, John 
Mowtem, 63; Mr Mervyn BouidQkm, 
Lord-Lieutenant of Powys. 73; The 
Right Rev Colin Buchanan, former 
Bishop of Aston, 63; Professor Eliz- 
abeth Cutter, botanist, 63; Mr Hun 
DatyeU ME 65; Baroness Deningtcm, 
former teacher and journalist, 90, 
Captain Colin fbrquhazsoa of White- 
house, Lord-Lieutenant of Aber- 
deenshire, 74: Miss Whitney 
Houston, singer, 34; Sir Alistair 
Hunter, chairman, British American 
Chamber of Commerce of London, 
61; Sir Christopher Laidlaw, former 
chairman. Britton, 75; Mr Rod Lavec, 
tennis player, 59; Mrs Jackie 
Lawrence MR 49; Sir Frank Layfield 
QC 76; Mr Robert Malpas, chair- 
man. Cookson Group, 70; Mr James 
Nauglitie, broadcaster, 46: Mr John 
Simpson, foreign affairs editor, 
BBC 53; Professor Kevin 
Principal 0 r Dartmgton College or 
Arts. 45; Dr George Turner MP, 
57^Pr David VhnderLindc, Vice- 


Chancellor, Bath University, 55; Sir 
Mark Weinberg, c h airman. J. Roth- 
schild Assurance, 66; Lord Young of 
Dartington, Director. Institute of 
Community Studies, 82. 

TOMORROW: John Alldis, con- 
ductor, 68; Dame Gillian Brown, for- 
mer diplomat, 74; Dome Elizabeth 
Butler-Sloss, a Lord Justice of Ap- 
peal, 64; Sir Lawrence Byford, man- 
agement consultant, 72; Mrs Leila 
Campbell, former Chairman, ILEA, 
86; General Sir George Cooper, 
former Chief Royal Engineer, 72; Mr 
Eddie Fisher, singer. 69; Miss Rhon- 
da Fleming, actress, 74; Professor 
Alexander Goehr, composer, 65; Sir 
Alan Hardcastte, chairman, Lloyds 
Regulatory Board, 64; Professor 
Adrian Harris, clinical onoafogist, 47; 
Mr Rqy Keane, footballer, 26; Mr 
Leonard Lickerish, former Director- 
General, British Travel Association, 
76; Mrs Barbara M2is QC Director 
of Public Prosecutions, 57; Miss 
KaleO’Mara, actress, 58; Mr David 
Rowland, chairman of Lloyd's, 64; 
Lord Stewartby, fanner government 
minister, 62; Mrs Elizabeth Thomas, 
literary consultant. 78; Mr Richard 
Unsworth, novelist, 67; Mr Richard 
Wells, Chief Constable, South York- 
shire, 57; Ms Rosa Wrnterton MR 39; 
Miss Jane Wyatt, actress, 86. 


Anniversaries 

TODAV Births; Izaak Wilton, author 
of 77if CompUat .Angfer, 1593; John 
Diydea, poeL 163L Thomas Tblford, 
dvil engineer, 1757; Leonide Fe- 
dorovich Massine, dancer and chore- 
ographer, 1896; Jean Piaget, child 
psychologist, 1 896; Robert Aldrich. 
Elm director, 1918; Philip Arthur 
Larkin, poet, 1922- Deaths: Captain 
Frederick Manyat, novelist, 1848; 
Professor Graham Wallas, economist, 
1932; Herman Hesse, poet and nov- 
elist, 1962; Joe Orton (John King*; 
ley Orton), playwright, 1967; Dmitri 
Dmittycsich Shostakovich, compos- 


er, 1975. On this day: an atomic bomb 
was dropped on Nagasaki, 1945; 
Singapore became independent, 
1965; the London production of the 
musical Jesus Chris! Siiperxar was Gra 

presented, 1972; Gerald Ford suc- 
ceeded Richard Noon as 38th US 
President, 1974. Today is the Feast 
Day or St Enryghis, Saints Na thy and 
Feiim, Sr Oswald of Nortbnmbria 
and St Rom an us. 

TOMORROW Births: Laurence 
Robert Binyotu poet and playwright, 
1669; Herbert Clark Hoover, 31st US 
President, 1874. Deaths: Allan Ram- 
say, portrait painter. 1784; Johann 
Michael Haydn, composer. 1806; 
Edward William Lane, translator of 
The Thousand and One Nigjus, 1876. 
Oa this day: the Scots defeated the 
En g lish at the Battle of Oneiburn, 
138& the Mines Act prohibited 
women and young children from 
working under ground. 1842; the first 
Promenade Concert was given by (lat- 
er Sir) Henry Wood at the Queen's 
Hall, London, 1895; the (later“Ray- 
al") Automobile Club of Great 
Britain and Ireland was founded, 
1897; the Pariiamenf AcJ was passed, 
reducing the power of the House of 
Lords. 1911; British Members of Par- 
liament voted to receive salaries for 
the first time (£400 p.a.), 1911. Ib- 
day is the Feast Day of St Laurence 
of Rome. 

Lectures 

TODAY 

National Gallery: Richard Stemp, 
“Gory Stories {it)- Pollaiuolo, The 
Martyrdom of Saint Sebastian". 12pm. 
Victoria and Albert Museum: Mar- 
tin Barnes, "Photography and Pari? 
J 860*1900", 230pm. 

British Museum: Hilary WfiKoms, 
"Canaletto Drawings in the British 
Museum”, 1.15pm. 

TOMORROW 

Tate Gallery: Laurence Bradbury, 
“Self-taught Artists", 230pm. 


Must justice come before reconciliation? 


Thith is not a word much used in politics 
today. It has a religious ring to iL It crops 
up most in speeches by people like Vaclav 
Havel and others who have suffered re- 
peated doses of official untruth. That is 
why to Western ears the notion of a “truth 
commission” sounds so alien. It is alien, 
too, to many of the people of South Africa. 
There in recent days leading figures 
among the families of tire thousands 
murdered under apartheid are beginning 
to oppose applications for amnesty by their 
re 1a rives’ killers and torturers. They are 
demanding justice, not reoonciliatian. 

Thith commissions are not a new idea. 
They have already been used in Latin 
America as a way of dealing with gross hu- 
man rights violations after a civil conflict 
has ended. Such bodies are empowered 
to grant an amnesty to criminals who con- 
fess fully to their actions and can prove 
that they were politically motivated. Mer- 
cy and reconciliation being at the forefront 
of their philosophy, truth commissions 
have proved attractive to many church 
leaders; Archbishop Desmond lUtu chairs 
the South African commission. 

But justice is a gospel imperative too. 
What happens when the two seem to 
dash? By allowing murderers and torturers 
to walk free, troth commissions raise fun- 
damental questions about what is meant 
by justice. This has become of more t han 
academic interest in Britain over the 
past two decades, when the word “justice" 
was increasingly narrowed to mean pun- 
ishment of the criminaL The populist re- 
jonse to the James Bulger and My 


the prerogative of an independent crim- 
inal justice system but a direct reflection 


faitho reason 


In South Africa the families of 
those murdered by apartheid 
have begun to challenge the 
notion of amnesty for the 
torturers. Ian Linden believes 
they are wrong to do so. 

of the popular will. At its worst such pop- 
ulism is catching and results in a desire 
for “justice becoming synonymous with 
a desire for vengeance. 

But truth commissions are not institu- 
tions of a criminal justice system. Nor are 
they expressions of the popular will. In- 
deed the amnesty granted by truth com- 
missions to the perpetrators of serious 
crimes can be deeply hurtful to victims or 
victims' families. This is clearly the case 
in South Africa where this week, despite 
opposition from the dead man's family 
an amnesty was granted to three members 
of a former South African police hh-squad, 
Jed by Dirk Coetzee, who confessed to 
of toe anti-apartheid lawyer 
Griffiths Mxenge m 1981. 

Yet the family of victims are not asked 
to forego all individual satisfaction in the 
interests of a broader public good of so- 
a^recondliation. Some satisfaction is in- 
tended to come from the proceedings. The 
foil disclosure of the truth* i aboSwKft la? 
pened to loved ones makes it possible to 
draw a line under the past- duclosure is 


needed for a closure of mourning and grief. 
Ia the same way as the individual is re- 
stored to well-being, it is hoped that so- 
ciety is returned to health. People can 
begin to make their own histories again 
instead of being shackled by the past. 

The idea of restorative justice is an an- 
cient and biblical one. An “eye for an eye" 
was not avengeful prescription but a for- 
mula for avoiding two eyes for one, a con- 
tinuing spiral of violence. Moreover the 
Jubilee theme of Leviticus holds up the 

1 rtf fli dim C- - - — " J - ■_ M 



tion of God’s just order. 

Ffom a Christian perspective, therefore, 
apartheid as a crime against h umani ty can- 
not simply be dealt with at the level ofin- 
d [victual plaintiffs who have suffered 
crimes against the person. Land was 
stolen. Millions of forced removals took 
place into abject housing. Workers were 
exploited cruelly. Education was grossly 
discrimmatory. What chance glnuine 
wrongs are noL 
nghted? The ask is that what is created 

[ fot ? °* recon c3iation - and ' 
that church leaders merely give legitim** 

SiSSL WhiCh&USf!,rsh0rtrf,lft 

iA ^ 4 . thc ^tocal nature of the Christian 

?Th?5E 5?*“ L^d economic — 
er. The Thith and Reconciliation, 
masron is aduevmg probably the be 
2? > “toeyed in the present 
Pptitical context without. 
W a violent backlash from the 
KigpL Bnram should learn from Sooth 
^inca s experience. It will have fc?** 0 
demons to exorcise when, and 
comes to the north of Ireland. • • 
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Shares spotlight 


TO pence 


Sterling effort from second-liners as blue chips slump 



* 8:0 *0 J fHMld J A ‘ 


S£J“J h “ sWc m the pound 
‘^"‘'“‘wuiofschizophre- 
ma am°ng markci-makc^ yes- 
rday, with thy heavyweight 
sweks which have led this 
year s charge tumbling back 
the second-linen; taMne up 

l? a e «J Unni ^ for a ch ™gc. 
Banks and pharmaceuticals 

were rn the forefront of the 
ragged retreat from Thuis- 
& s c a ^ , ? , c high, leaving the 
^TSE 100 mdex flirting with a 

back ‘hrough the 
- > >utJ 0 barrier. 

«n?, e ? dcd 55,5 P 0 ^ lower at 
3 US 1 3 . having touched 5009.4 
at lunch-time on fears for WfeD 
“ recl - Interest rate fears sent 
the Dow Jones plummeting, 
but despite a fall just shy of 1 10 
points by the time London 
closed, bottom-fishers had re- 
turned by then to leave the UK 
market off its lows. 

Lloyds TSB, one of the high- 
fliers this year, lost 243 p to 
7533 p as profils-takers moved 
m to take advantage of the 


shares' strong ran on the back 
of sparkling profit figures ear- 
lier in the week. Positive noises 
from SBC Warburg, HSBC 
James Capcl and Dresdner 
Meinwort Benson could not 
prevent Barclays slithering 
26 3 p to £ 14 , 2 lp. Otherwise it 
was the Scots which suffered 
the most damage, with Royal 
Bank of Scotland a leading ca- 
sualty in the sector, down 20 p 
to 629 . 5 p, and Bank of Scot- 
land slipping 10 Jp to 436 Jp. 

Drags, too, suddenly lacked 
the protection for investors 
they seemed to have while the 
pound was rampant The two- 
way pull in Zeneca evident on 
Thursday after the interim fig- 
ures went the other way yes- 
terday, dragging the shares 
back 62 p to £ 19 . 90 . Its peers 
fared only a little better, with 
Glaxo Wellcome slipping 3 Sp 
to £ 12.87 and Smith Kline 
Beecbam giving up 30 _ 5 p to 
£ 11 . 67 . 

Other former “safe haven" 


MARKET REPORT 


MAGNUS GRIM0ND 


stocks to receive a bloody nose 
yesterday were to be found 
among the oil and retailing sec- 
tors- Shell Transport & Trad- 
ing was the third -biggest falier 
in the index, relinquishing 15 p 
to 4433 p, the shares hastened 
on their way by disappointing 
figures on Thursday. Lasmo, 
which has basked in the glow 
of the market since its recent 
results, fell 8 Jp to 279 p. 

But what the pound taketh 
away, it also givelh back. Yes- 
terday’s fail in the currency, 
taking the three-day fall to 
around 14 pfennigs against 
the German mark, left a 
swathe of British industry 
breathing a collective sigh of re- 
lief. Smiths Industries, having 


just tied up an agreed bid for 
medical equipment to gas 
monitoring group Graseby, 

was a big gainer as the currency 

move relieved pressure on its 
overseas earnings. The shares 
bounded 37 p to 87 DJ 5 p. Lu- 
cas Yarity was another foreign 
earner in the vanguard of the 
market's rise, picking up 9 p to 
2173 p, with other engineers 
not far behind. TI added 22 p 
to 6 I 53 p and GKN, another 
company to delight with results 
this week, putting on another 
39 p to £ 1126 . 

But the other big story yes- 
terday was growing Optimism 
that interest rates are near their 
peak in the wake of the Bank 
of England’s Monetary Policy 


Committee’s decision to raise 
rates by 025 per cent Build- 
ing materials groups, many of 
which are also foreign earners, 
get the double boost of tower 
money costs and improved 
overseas results. That helped 
BMC, with b« German oper- 
ations, put on32-5pto£11.05- 
The good news also brought 

Hanson, which has underper- 
formed this year, a welcome 
lOp gain to 327 p- 
But the prize went to Bine 

CSrde, the cement giant, which 

gained added impetus after 
Dresdner moved the stock on 
to its buy list, helping the 
shares climb to the top of the 
Footsie gainers yesterday with 
a 20 . 5 p jump to 447 p. Another 
of the building materials 
groups favoured with a rec- 
ommendation was Pffldngton, 
up 6 p to 15 QL 5 p after being op- 
J J to a “market outoer- 


former" by Goldman 

Most of the good news was 
for once concentrated amongst 


the smaller stocks, wi th the 

Manufacturer, Ek® 

Booar up 25 p to 241 p am 3 IMe 
Cartn 35 p ahead at 338 - 5 p, are 
better represented lower down 

the stoS market peeking or- 
der, boosting the indexes yes- 
terday. 

The lower echelons were 
enlivened by a 63 p-a-share 
agreed bid from Damsco, a 
maker of food ingredients, for 
Borthwidcs. The offer boosted 

Borthwicks 17 -Spto 6 L 5 p- 
Efeewhere.Bankatol 7 - 5 p 
to 347 - 5 p after BZW and 
NatWest waded into the mar- 
ket for 4.9 per cent of its 

shares at 345 p. oeariy half the 

amount the leisure group said 
on Thursday it would buy back. 
At die other end of the scale. 
Memory Corporation jumped 
7 p to 35 _ 5 p on news of a tie- 
up with a US group- 


Taking Stock 


£j Corfees, the little biotech- 
nology group, spurted 24 p U> 
2023 p for a two-day gain of 
40 p as the market wanned to 
the prospects for Its new os- 
teoporosis treatment The 
company said on Thursday 
that It planned to file for ap- 
proval of the drug in Europe 

before September after the 
results of the latest clinical 
prials confirmed earlier posi- 
tive findings. 

Q Hvo directors were cashing 
in on the equity boom yester- 
day Keith Oates, Marks & 
Spencer’s deputy chairman, 
netted £ 347,000 after selling 
100,000 options at 601 p re- 
ceived after exercising at 
254 p a share. Separately 
Christopher Castleman, a di- 
rector of Standard Char- 
tered, sold 35,000 shares at 
£ 10.40 to pick up £ 364,000 in 
the wake of the bank’s well- 
received figures earlier in the 
week. 
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Pound’s plunge 


prompts shift 
from blue 


chips 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


DM to the £ 


The pound plunged on the 
foreign exchange martlets yes- 
terday as currency traders re- 
sponded to a hint from the Bank 
of England on Thursday that no 
further interest rate rises were 
necessary in the short term. 

On the stock market, the fail 
in sterling prompt ed a shift out 
of the high-flying FTSE100 in- 
dex of leading companies into 
exporters and other second- 
line stocks that have missed out 
on the market's surge. 

Sterling tumbled another 5 
pfennigs to DM2.92, 14 pfennigs 
or almost S per cent down on 
its recent high of DM3.06 
against the German currency. 
The fall was a continuing reac- 
tion to comments from the 
Bank of England, as it raised 
base rates for the fourth time in 
as many months, that the cost 
of money was now consistent 
with its inflation target. 

The Bank's carefully worded 
statement, accompanying the 
rise in base rate from 6.75 to 7 
per cent, was seen as a clever 
way of keeping the lid on con- 
sumer spending while at the 
same time avoiding the collat- 
eral damage to mdustry of a sky- 
high pound. Despite its success, 
economists said yesterday they 
did not expect the Bank to 
make a habit of talking the 
pound up or down. 

Sterling's fall, after its dra- 
matic 25 percent rise since the 
beginning of the ye ar, ga ve a 
shot in the arm to the FTSE250 
index of medium-sized stocks, 
which closed 5i3 points higher 
at 4650.5 compared with a 55.5- 
point fall in the FTSE 100, 
which dosed at 5,03 L3. 

The leading index was driven 
lower by Wall Street, which 
traded sharply lower as in- 
vestors fretted about reports 
due next week on inflation and 
retail sales. Worries that inter- 
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est rates will have to rise in the 
US have pushed bond yields 
higher, emphasising the per- 
ceived over-valuation of Amer- 
ican shares. 

The rise in London's second- 
lines ended a long period of un- 
derperformance that has seen 
the smaller stocks lag the lead- 
ing index by 18 per cent since 
January as investors flocked to 
the financials and pharmaceu- 
ticals that dominate the top 
flight. 

The mid-cap index is loaded 
with exporters, engineers and 
other companies highly exposed 
to foreign, especially Euro- 
pean, markets. During the next 
few holiday weeks, in which few 
companies are expected to re- 
port results, the stock market is 
expected to be unusually sus- 
ceptible to currency move- 
ments . 

One trader said: “I expect to 
see more switching into 250 
stocks, but remember that this 
is the silly season when the mar- 
ket is more vulnerable to erratic 
moves.” 

The markets will have to 
contend with a stream of eco- 
nomic data in the next week, 
with Monday's producer prices 
numbers followed by retail 
prices on Tuesday and unem- 
ployment and average earn- 
ings figures midweek. Also ou 
Wednesday, the Bank of Eng- 
land will issue its quarterly In- 


flation Report and the minutes 
of last month’s meeting of the 
Monetary Policy Committee. 

Beneficiaries of the pound's 
fall yesterday included engi- 
neers Smiths Industries, Lucas 
Varity and GKN as well as 
building stocks such as Blue Cir- 
cle and RMC which are among 
the stocks most vulnerable to 
movements in interest rates. 

The Bank of England was 
only given the freedom to set in- 
terest rates in May, since when 
it has nudged the rate upwards 
four times. Its advioe to increase 
rates had been consistently ig- 
nored for months by former 
Conservative Chancellor Ken- 
neth Clarke m the run-up to the 
general election. 

According to Alison Cot- 
trell, chief economist at Paine 
Webber. “The Bank of England 
has only now got to where it is 
happy, ns neutral starting point 
with interest rates.” 

She added: “They moved in 
slow steps, but this built the ex- 
pectation that they would do an- 
other small step every time. 
They'Ve said. 'In case you are 
worried, we think we’ve got to 
where we want to be now. It's 
quite comforting, because it 
implies that had they thought 
they needed a half-point in- 
crease. they would have done 
it”. 

Despite the hint from the 
Bank that it would bold off for 
a few months before raising 
rates again, most economists 
still expect base rates to rise 
again with some believing the 
peak in the current cycle could 
be as high as 8.5 per cent 

The Bank did not receive uni- 
versal praise for its intervention. 
Richard Jeffrey, group econo- 
mist at Charterhouse, said: “I 
think there is a great danger that 
when policymakers get involved 
in currency markets they tend 
to come off worst The currency 
has to be allowed to find its own 
level.” 


Institutional investors call tor the resignation of the chairman of United Utilities 




for Sir 



Chris Godsaark 

Business Correspondent 


Sir Desmond Pitcher: His £310,000 salary has been criticised Photograph: Edward Webb 


Sir Desmond Pitcher, the em- 
battled chairman of United 
Ufifitkx, wBl come under severe 
pressure to resign next week 
when a senior ncm-execulive 
director tefls trim of intense 
investor unresL 
It emerged yesterday that 
Sir Peter Middleton, chairman, 
of BZW and viewed as the 
City as United's most senior 
non-executive, held meetings 
with 10 big investors over the 
past few days to gauge reaction 
to the surprise ousting of Brian 
Staples as chief executive. 

Sir Peter was left in no doubt 
from the meetings that the ma- 
jorin’ of investors would only be 
satisfied by Sir Desmond’s swift 
departure. One institution said: 
-We told him it was not credi- 
ble even to downgrade Sir 
Desmond to a non-executive 
chairman’s role. The best recent 
comparison is with Yorkshire 
Water, where they got rid of the 
old board and brought in a new 
management team.” 

The investor said United, 

vriikb is due to announce the out- 
come of an operational review by 
October, had to address its 
“dramatic underperformance” 
compared with other utility com- 
panies. He added: “What does 
Sir Des do to justify his huge pay 
package?” Sir Desmond has a 
basic salary of £310,000. 


Thomson warns of rise in holiday cost^ 


Andrew Yates 


Thomson, the UK’s largest tour 
operator and travel agent, 
warned yesterday that holiday 
prices could rise by more than 
10 per cent, equivalent to at 
least £60 on a typical summer 
holiday costing £600, as a results 
of controversial proposals being 
considered by the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission to 
overhaul the travel market to 
make it more competitive. 

The changes, which may 


include forcing tour operators 
to sell travel agents or rename 
them and preventing agents 
tying holiday discounts to trav- 
el insurance, could also lead to 
wide scale redundancies across 
the industry according to 
industry insiders. 

However, the Association of 
Independent Tour Operators 
(A1TO) refuted the claims. It 
said the current structure of the 
industry was anti-competitive 
and accused the larger tour 
operators of acting ‘dishonesty’ 


by usin g there monopoly to 
limit customer choice and 
squeeze smaller travel groups 
out of the market- 

The MMC has provisionally 
found that travel companies of 
the likes of Airtours. which 
owns the Going Places travel 
agency chain, and Thomson, 
wnichruns Lunn Poly, are guilty 
of “certain practices which 
prevent, restrict or distort com- 
petition in the supply of foreign 
package holidays”. 

The MMC has criticised 


travel groups for foiling to make 
the link between tour operators 
and travel agents clear. There 
are concerns that tour operators 
can restrict customer choice 
by using its travel agency 
branches to promote its own 
products in preference to rivals. 
The MMC is also worried that 
travel agents only stock 
brochures of those other tour 
operators that offer them large 
commissions and the practice of 
tying insurance to discounts 
misleads customers. 


“Large tour operators' at- 
tract customers by offering 
discounts. But they arc b3Scafiy 
pretty dishonest typically charg- 
ing a famfly £117 for travel 
insurance, compared to £50 at 
a smaller travel agent" said an 
AITO spokeswoman said 
yesterday. 

Martin Brakenbury, a direc- 
tor of Thomson Travel said 
yesterday: “W; plan to fight the 
MMC tooth and nail over this. 
It could push prices up well over 
10 per cent.” 


Takeover-spotting keeps 
bank sector on the boil 


Banking on Outperformance 


The stock market's Jove affair 
with the banking sector showed 
no sign of abating this week. 
With the notable exception of 
NatWest all the banks to have 
reported their results in the past 
two weeks have received wel- 
comes ranging from the warm 
to the frankly ecstatic. Barclays 


Tom Stevenson believes there are 
good reasons for the re-rating - 
in spite of competition worries 



brought proceedings to a dra- 
matic end on Thursday, with the 


rromise of a bigger share buy- 
back than expected sending its 
shares into the stratosphere. 

Being fully invested in the 
banks over the past year or so 
has been the only sure way of 
participating in the soaraway 
stock market. With more than 
a quarter of the value of the 
FTSE 100 accounted for by the 
financial sector, the banks have 
p- nobly been the market in re- 
ts * months. Ayearagp Lloyds 
■ s shares were trading at 
; -p, now they are worth 742p. 
\ mdard Chartered has all but 
J .«ub!ed over the same period. 
• There are good reasons for 
that dramatic rc rating of bank- 
ing shares. In an environment 
of low inflation coupled with 


sustainable growth, the earnings 
quality of financial institutions 
improves as fewer companies 
go bust. Banks have also be- 
come much be rter at managing 
their costs and weeding out un- 
derperforming businesses. 

Importantly, capital is being 
managed as a scarce resource 
rather than as the “free” source 


of funds it has been viewed as 
in the past. 

But what has surprised some 
analysts in the past two weeks 
is the extent to which share 
prices, which should already 
have factored in much of that 
good news, have continued to 
rise despite a set of results that 
have been good but not stun- 
ningly so. Barclays, for exam- 
ple, reported a modest 8 per 
cent rise in underlying profits 
but saw its shares add the best 
part of 10 per cent on the day 
of its results. 

What appears to have hap- 
pened is a shift in focus from 
the fundamental attractions of 
the sector - where there are 
quite serious worries about the 
incursion of the former budd- 
ing societies and a persistent 
squeeze on margins - to its 
potential for consolidation. 

Investors are increasingly 
looking for the next takeover 
candidate, regardless of its un- 
derlying prospects. 

That consolidation needs to 
take place bas been dear for a 
number of years, but U has 
taken the movement of the 
former building societies into 
product lines traditionally seen 
as the preserve of the dealing 


banks to concentrate minds on 
the over-supply of banks on 
British high streets. 

Another interesting feature 
of the reporting season has 
been the extent to which gen- 
eralities about the banks have 
become invalid. 

The seven bonks in the table 
below are producing very dif- 
ferent returns on their capital 
because they have become very 
different sorts of companies. 
The forces driving a global 
player such as HSBC are 
plainly vety different from 
those driving LLoyds TSB, 
which has made a conscious and 
successful decision to focus on 
the retail side of the domestic 
market 

The star of the season was 
undoubtedly Lloyds TSB, 
where the potential for further 
cost-cutting from the merger of 
its constituent parts in 1995 con- 
tinues to boost expectations. 

It has avoided the temptation 
of battling it out in the com- 
petitive investment banking 
world and seen its return on 
capital soar to a massive 40 per 
cent as a result. 

At Barclays, the battle to turn 

BZW around appears to have 
been won and the return on 
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equity at the investment bank 

)f 12.pt 


of 12 per cent, while hardly bet- 
ter than its cost of capital, is at 
least moving in the right di- 
rection. Barclays is handing 
bucketloads of cash back to 
shareholders, arguably not 
what its management is paid to 
do but better than squandering 
it as in the past 
HSBC and Standard Char- 
tered march to a different tune 
and both, in different trays are 
making a success of their over- 
seas franchises. Standard cashed 
in on the currency turbulence in 
South -easr Asa. HSBC contin- 
ues to benefit from the boom- 
ing economies of Asia and is 


building up a meaningful fran- 
chise in Latin America. 

The black sheep of the sec- 
tor continues to be NatWest, al- 
though its pligbt appears to 
have been exaggerated by a 
press that has scented blciod. 
Certainly its investment bank- 
ing arm is still in trouble, re- 
turning just 2.4 per cent on its 
capital, but what NatWest ap- 
pears to have got most wrong 
is to allow the perception of the 
bank as a loser to get such a 
firm grip. Its biggest error has 
been to allow itself to look weak 
when, all around, its rivals were 
looking stronger than perhaps 
they really are. 


Saracen 
claims bid 
support 


Clifford German 


The letters of support for 
HSBC Asset Management in its 
bid to take over the running of 
the poorly performing Saracen 
Value Trust from SFM Invest- 
ment Management were not 
watertight commitments, Mr 
Jim Fisher, the SFM director on 
the Saracen board claimed last 
night. HSBC had not yet com- 
plied with his request to show 
him the letter. 

Several of the shareholders 
had told him that they had also 
asked HSBC to pass a copy of 
the letter to the board of the 
trust. There may also be two or 
three different letters of com- 
mitment, added Mr Fisher. 

The Saracen board will meet 
on Monday to consider sever- 
al options for improving the per- 
formance of the trust, which 
Specialises in “value invest- 
ment” in small companies - 
which are currently deeply out 
of fashion. 

SVT shares trade at a dis- 
count of 17-IS per cent to net 
asset value, although they 
gained 2p to % Jp yesterday. 

The HSBC proposal will be 
considered at Monday's meet- 
ing, but Mr Fisher ruled out any 
change of investment policy. He 
believed investment prefer- 
ences could change back at any 
time in favour of small compa- 
nies with potential for earnings 
growth. 
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First Direct Base Rate 


#. 


With effect from 7 August 
1997, First Direct Base Rate 
has been increased by 0.25% 
from 6.75% to 7.00% p.a. 
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HomeOwner Reserve 


With effect from 7 August 
1997, the HomeOwner 
Reserve interest rate has 
CO been increased by 0.25% to 
h= 1 3.25% p.a. (APR 1&8%) 




Firw Dbiici Is a dMsdon ol MAand Bank pic Member HSBC <D* Group 


BASE RATE 


With effect from 
7 August 1997 
The Royal Bank of Scotland' 
Base Rate has 
been increased 
from 6.75% to 
7.00% per annuiru 



Another large sbareheMer 
saw United’s jnoWems as the 
first test of the Hampel pro- 
- posals 40 beef up corporate . 
governance rules. . 

Sir Desmond refused togn®. 
interviews yesterday, with ad-, 
visers fearing his comments 
could inflame tensions further. 
-There’satat of speculation foff 
do institution bas given its name 
to any of these stories. We 
can’t comment on rumour mid 
speculation." United shares 
slipped further yesterday, drop- 
ping 9.5p to 70Ip. 

At United's annual share- 
holders meeting in Manchester 
last month Sir Desmond 
brushed off resignation specu- 
lation. “I've no intention of re- 
signing. I have worked to bo2d 
this company up,” he said. 

It was undear whether Sir 
Desmond was made aware 
Sir Peter’s discussions before 
thev began, though sources 
dose to the company said tire 
chairman was kept “folly in- 
formed”. 

The chakrrmibad apparently 
not intended to justify Ins po- 
sition further until the renew 
concluded in the autumn and 
was said yesterday to be tmfikdy 
to change his mind. The Pitch- 
er cam p sought to defuse spec- 
ulation of a rift with Sir Peter, 
arguing that the talks were 
merely to clarify the succession 
issue for when Sir Desmond re- 
tires on 2000. 
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'Ragfng against 
so-called excess 
might make good 
copy but at what 
point does it spill over 
into a more general 
antipathy towards 
business as a 
whole and the 
pursuit of profit?' 


Nagging doubts about Labour 100 days on 

... n. tVlf» CflVHOe tTO&f 


of a lo P rescnl a picture 

to b? ,n conUo1 lhan « 1Jkes 

SX? 1 ' interest rates have just 
foot nffi™ r founh lirae ^cc Tony Blair 
«■“ HWWnt bn the 
S gC uT^8c by £40 a month, 
the^ lf Ma ^ ,lan had an explanation for 
ran ££ i ? u ^ ksand Labour has suddenly 
r n hl^^ ked ° ncc whal ^ hardest thing 
* ,n o^emment. he repfieS 
vu » l V dear bo y- events." 

^ eIasl 10 days hear out 
humt^ 36 *" ^ lhey maice Labour appear more 
2“ ^ P a rty. more fallible as a govem- 
mcm ' perhaps that is no bad thing. The stage- 
numaged. news-managed. Mandelsonised 
way Labour has conducted itself since l May 
nasbegun to wear a little thin. It has encour- 
3E*~ 'yho argue Labour is more about 
style thansubstance. that it prefers slogans to 
poLraes. The critics think they have exposed 
a metone gap" between its words and actions. 

Labours response, unfortunately, has 
oeen to come up with another gimmick 
wrapped m a slogan. Mr Blair, we were told 
yesterday, is going to produce an annual 
report so that the “shareholders of Britain 


pic” can sec how well Labour’s performance 
is measuring up to its promises. 

This is an irrelevance. Worse stOL il detracts 
attention from the real substantive progress 
Labour has made, notably in economic man- 
agement, but also is the regulation of the City, 
the implementation of competition policy aril 
its commitment to tackle unemployment. 

No one could seriously accuse Gordon 
Brown of not having had a seismic impact 
since taking over as Chancellor. The deci- 
sion to give the Bank of England operational 
independence to set interest rates ranks as 
one of the most significant constitutional 
changes since the Afar. 

The jury is still out on how well the policy 
B working and will remain so until well into 
next year. It mil take until then lo reach a 
judgment on whether the strategy of gently 
nudging up interest rates a quarter point at 
a lime has succeeded in keeping the cost of 
borrowing lower than il otherwise might 
have been, while still delivering a soft land- 
ing for the economy. 

There is a legitimate fear that it will 
produce a stand-off between moneiaiy and 
fiscal policy, encouraging expectations of 
higher rales and thereby pushing the pound 
to unsustainable levels. That concern was 
fuelled by the very modest personal lax 
increases announced in the Budget at the 
expense of higher taxes on business. Until 
this week, the ammunition was mounting. 


But the Bank's latest tactic of combining 
another rise in rates with a broad hint that 
there would be no more for the foreseeable 
future seems to have done the trick in bring- 
ing sterling back down to earth for now. 

Similarly, the decision to strip away the 
Bank’s responsibility for hanking supervision 
and bring it underline roof along with all 
the other City regulatory bodies marks a sea- 
change. The creation of super-SIB is cer- 
tainly the most significant regulatory change 
since the Financial Services Acl 

There are questions about how this new 
overarching body will work. There is a 
worry that the advantages gained from 
bringing separate regulatoiy functions 
together will he negated by tbc unwieldy and 
bureaucratic animal that emerges. 


There will be ample scope for power 
battles and there wQl be plenty of room for 
empire building, especially given the size of 
the new headquarters the super-SIB is 
hunting for. But no one can argue with the 
boldness of the strategy. 

As far as competition policy is concerned, 
the reassurance, initially at least, came in 
what the President of the Board of Trade. 
Margaret Beckett, promised not to do. 
There would, she sard, be no change in the 
burden of proof in takeover cases nor any 
change in the policy' of vetting mergers on 
the basis of their impact on competition. 

The decision to replace the Monopolies 


and Mergers Commission with a more 
broadlv based Competition £ommisacm 

and grant the Office of Rur Tj*&S « 

powers to fine companies engaged m cartels 
or anti-competitive agreement are also a step 
forward. The previous government pledge a 
to do much the same but never quite found 
the Parliamentary time. 

Similarly, there can be few grumbles witn 
the reform of the Private Finance Initiative, 
while Labour has made enough noises to 
suggest that neither the So rial Chapter o_or 
the national minimum wage wfllprove quite 
the bogeymen business once feared. 

S o far, so good. The equity markets have 
taken New Labour in their stride, the 
FTSE 100 index rising by 10 per ant since 
the election, even though the performance 
of gifts has been less impressive. 

The nagg ing doubts about Labour con- 
cern not the broad sweep of its changes but 
whether, for all Mr Blair’s words, it really is 
a pro-business government. On the one hand 
Mr Blair has gathered to his breast a small 
coterie of “can do” business leaders whose 
endorsement he touchingly believes wflJ 
cement Labour's credentials with the rest of 
the business community. Step forward Sir 
Peter Davis of the Pru, Martin Taylor of 
Barclay Gerry Robinson, Alan Sugar and, 
until he blotted his copybook by being 
beastly, to his cabin crew. Bob Ayling. 


On the other, the savage treatment meted 
out to Rati track, for a set of profits that were 
hardly exceptional, and CazueJol, for exec- 
utive bormss .that merely reflected its 
money-raising success, suggests that Old 
Labour, red in tooth and daw m a different 
way, lurks not far beneath the surface. 

Raging against such so-called excess plight 
good copy but at what point does it spul 
over into a more general antipathy 

business as a whole and the pursuit olpront. 
Despite her polity statements, Mis Beckett 
seems to be mient on referring or blocking 
every merger that lands on her desk, not 
always with the backing of her competition 
experts. Is this to protect consumers or is it 
really because she dislikes corporate activity? 

The Chancellor has spoken often and at 
length about how New Labour will foster 
enterprise and sweep away barriers to 
growth and productivity. But in his attempt 
to be more “business tike” by dressing down 
both for the Mansion House speech and the 
A lumni CBI dinner, was be really betraying 
his latent distrust, even dislike of the City? 

The one consolation is that the Conserv- 
atives have scarcely won any more business 
ftiends during Labour’s first 100 days. The 
attack on such a distinguished businessman 
as Lord Simon may have drawn blood. But 
in doing so the Tories seem to have com- 
pletely forgotten which side their bread is 
buttered on. 
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The privatised water companies 
could face further action from 
the industry regulator after 
failing to disclose sufficient ra- 
tion about their generous 
idend payouts. 

In another sign of his in- 
creasing concern at recent sub- 
stantial hikes is dividends, lan 
Byatt, the regulator, attacked 
the companies yesterday for 
paying “scant attention" to 
financial figures in their annu- 
al submissions to Ofwat, the 
watchdog. 

He also raised the spectre of 
tougher price controls from 
2000, by suggesting the com- 
panies were selling aside too 
much cash from their profits to 
cover depreciation charges. A 
similar argument was used by 
Clare Spottiswoode, the gas 
regulator, in her long-running 
dispute with British Gas over 
pipeline charges. 

Mr Byatt has written to all the 
large water and sewerage 
^ groups asking them to submit 
* special reports on dividends 
and depreciation by next 
month. He warned that if they 
continued to fail to explain the 
way dividends between the 
main regulated utility busi- 
nesses and the quoted holding 
companies were calculated, he 


would inset tougher provisions 
in their operating licences. 

Each year the companies 
make annual returns to Ofwat 
giving detailed operating results 
for their main regulated water 
and sewage businesses. But Mr 
Byatt said the latest set of data 
did not clearly show the flows 
of money between different 
parts of their businesses. 

“The water companies need 
to articulate tbeir dividend 
policy at the time of their pub- 
lic results. I’m not saying that 
there's been no progress on this 
issue since I first made my con- 
cerns known, but it hasn’t been 
good enough," Mr Byatt said. 

He added that he wanted to 
see companies provide greater 
detail on regulated dividends at 
their next set of results for the 
six months to the end of Sep- 
tember, lo be published at the 
end of the year. “I’m not say- 
ing I want to control dividends, 
but I'm equally determined to 
get belter transparency.” 

At the last set of annual 
results most water groups 
reported unexpectedly' large 
rises in dividends, typically in the 
high teens. South West Water's 
increased by 203 per cent, 
while Thames water’s payout 
soared by 22 per cent 

Most pointed to customer 
rebate schemes or increases in 
discretionary investment pro- 


grammes as a sign that con- 
sumers were sharing in the dis- 
tribution alongside investors. 
But (he level of information 
about dividends paid by the core 
regulated businesses, the main 
source of earnings, varied wide- 
ly between the companies. 

The additional concern over 
depredation charges came after 
Ofwal found the companies 
were setting aside much bigger 
sums for depreciation than the 
amount of cash spent on main- 
taining the assets themselves. A 
larger depreciation charge 
would artificially reduce profits 
at a time when the companies 
are negotiating the next price re- 
view. Mr Byatt has already caDed 
for a substantial one-off drop in 
customer bills. 

Separately, Ofwat yesterday 
approved the second move 
towards water competition, with 
a plan by Anglian Water to ser- 
vice business customers outside 
its own region. Anglian will 
lake over a sewage treatment 
works on the former RAF 
Finningley base near Doncast- 
er, which is due to be developed 
in a housing estate. The base is 
in Severn 'Bent’s sewerage area. 

Earlier this year Anglian won 
the first so-called “inset 
appointment”, taking over the 
provision of water to a chicken 
plant supplied by a neighbour- 
ing drinking water company. 
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When wai EMU start? The City Analysts’ View. 
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The consensus that monetary 
union will go ahead on time in 
1999 weakened further this 
week, with attention continuing 
to focus on the Germans. 

Rumours, later squashed, 
that Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
had died of a heart attack hit 
sentiment, coming on top of 
worries stemming from the fail- 
ure of his tax reform measures. 
Even so. most observers' trep- 
idation still centres on what the 
Bundesbank will do with inter- 
est rates in the next few weeks. 

Julian Jcssop of Nikko Eu- 
rope says speculation about an 
imminent announcement has 
been a little over-cooked, but he 
still expects an increase to come 
in September or October. 

Even an uptick of as liule as 
0.1 per cent would be psycho- 
logically significant, coming as 
the first rise for five years, that 
could throw a spanner into the 
EMU works, particularly for in- 
vestors who have made far prof- 
its on the reducing yield gap 
between the Mediterranean 
currencies and Germany. 

Stephen King of James Cape! 
is more sanguine about the im- 
pact of higher rates, pointing ouL 
that German money costs are 
still well below the 4 percent or 
so indicated as required after a 
European monetary area comes 
into effect. “But politically, it 
could stiffen rising resistance to 
EMU within Germany.” 
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The consortium formed by 
British Sky Broadcasting ana 
British Telecom may be forced 

S o postpone next year’s launch 
>f a digital satellite television 
ervice because of delays in 
gainin g approval from regula- 
tors in the UK and Europe. 

Investors in the service, called 
British Interactive Broadcasting 
(BIB), fear the European Com- 
mission is taking much longer 
than expected to give the plans 
the. go-ahead, which would 
involve injecting £265m into the 
consortium to subsidise the 
cost of the set-top boxes that 
decode programmes. 

British Sky broadcasting will 
use the technology to launch a 


digital television service in the 
spring, with the foil interactive 
home shopping and educational 
channels provided by BIB in the 
summer. 

It emerged this week that the 
rival digital cable service 
planned by Telewest has al- 
ready been put back from the 
end of this year to coincide with 
BIB’s launch. 

Despite attempts by BIB to 
accelerate the process. Karel 
van Miert, the Competition ■ 
Commissioner, has given no in- 
dication about whether he 
would agree to the proposed 
subsidies of around £200 a box, 
to bring the price in retailers 
down to about £200. 'Hie EC is 
understood to have indicated 
that it needed extra time ex- 


amining the plans, which could 
become a template for other 
digital services across the Eu- 
ropean Union. 

Though Oftel, the UK 
telecommunications watchdog, 
is thought to be closer to ap- 
proving the scheme, it has also 
not reached a final conclusion. 
The partners, BT BSkyB, the 
Midland Bank and the Pana- 
sonic parent group Matsushita, 
bad hoped to hear from all the 
regulators involved by the mid- 
dle of this month. 

The Independent Television 
Commission and the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry are 
also involved. 

An industry source said it 
looked as though the EC would 
not reach a decision until late 


September at the earliest and 
time was “critical” for BIB to 
meet the spring deadline. 

Electronics groups which in- 
tend to make the set-lop box- 
es, led by Matsushita, have 
been unaMe to invest in pro- 
duction facilities until the reg- 
ulators give BIB the go-ahead. 
More time would then be 
needed to test the systems and 
distribute the boxes to retailers. 

A BIB spokesman yesterday 
insisted the launch dates for 
both the television and inter- 
active services would not be put 
back. 

He added : “If we want to de- 
lay it by a month or two then we 
can, but at the moment we are 
working to the original sched- 
ule.” 


Holland & Barrett sale 
raises healthy £100m 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Holland & Barrett, one of 
Britain’s best-known health 
food retailers, has been sold to 
an American group for £100m. 

NBTY, formed in the US as 
Natures Bounty in I960, has 
bought the chain from Gehe, 
the German pharmaceuticals 
group which acquired it as part 
of the Lloyds Chemists deal in 
January. The existing manage- 
ment, led by managing director 
Bany Vickers will continue to 
run the company, and NBTY 
said there would be no redun- 
dancies among the 2350 staff.. 

The deal means a further in- 


vasion of the UK health food 
market by US groups. General 
Nulrician Centres is also ex- 
panding in the UK. though 
from a smaller base. 

• Holland & Barrett has 402 
shops and last year achieved 
profits of £8. 2m on sales of 
£1 10m. NBTY plans to contin- 
ue the group's expansion plans. 

Barry Vickers, Holland & 
Barren s managing director, wel- 
comed the deal, saying it would 
help fund further expansion and 
aid investment in belter in-siorc 
technology and additional ad- 
vertising and marketing. 

The deal will give NBTY 
combined sales of£260m this 
year with 500 stores. 
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fraud alert issued as EU Bank collapses 

European Union Bank, which claimed to be the fiist offshore bank 
to offer services over the Internet, has collapsed. Based in 

Antigua, EU Bank was set up m 1994 and last October was included 

in a Bank of England warning of the potential dangers of deposits 
with offshore institutions. Coopers & Lybrand's Antiguan arm has 
been appointed to investigate what went wrong and the Antiguan 
Office of National Drugs and Money Laundering Policy has issued 
a fraud alert No British depositors are thought to have been affected. 

Nomura fined £L.lm over racketeers 

Nomura Securities was fined a total of yen 200m (£l.lm) by the 
Japan Securities Dealers Association and the Tokyo Stock Ex- 
change over its illegal trading activities on behalf of sokaiya rack- 
eteers. The Japan Securities Dealers Association, which fined 
Nomura the maximum ¥100m said it had asked all publicly listed 
securities companies to strengthen supervisory measures. And it 
has revised its articles to penalise similar violations to cover all 
securities trading, not just equities, adding that it will penalise 
similar infringements by banks and insurers in the future. 

Memory announces cash-raising move 

Memoiy Corporation, the beleaguered computer chip maker, an- 
nounced plans to raise more money, probably via a rights issue 
or placing. Die move comes after a disastrous 18 months for the 
group, which has seen its shares go into fineefall and its value fall 
from more than £350m to just £18m. Memoiy also announced a 
tie-up with Micron Technology, a US manufacturer of computer 
chips, to produce Flash memoiy cards for digital cameras. Mem- 
ory raised more than £4m when it floated in December 1994 but 
only has £lm left. It has been hit by the plunge in the computer 
chip prices but managed to reduce losses for the six months to 
June to f 12m. compared with a loss of£3.1m in the previous year. 

Vickers sells Jered Brown for $14m 

Vickers has sold substantially all of the business and assets of the 
Jered Brown Brothers in the US to Jered Industries, a new company 
formed by a private investment group and members of the sub- 
sidiary’s management for $14Jm (£9m). Jered Brown Brothers, 
which specialises in naval and commercial systems design, engi- 
neering. manufacturing and service, was acquired by Vickers in 1980. 

Oftel to let businesses decide numbers 

Oftel the UK telecommunications regulator, plans to give busi- 
nesses more choice and control over their telecoms numbering 
arrangements. Don Cruickshank. director-general of Telecom- 
munications, said that under the plans businesses and large public 
organisations can choose to move to the “05” range of telephone 
numbers. "These plans are in response to clear customer demand,” 
he said. Companies would be allocated blocks of numbers direct 
and would be able to decide how to use them across the organ- 
isation. The scheme is i primarily intended for oiganisations who 
operate extensive multi-site networks, although smaller companies 
will also be able to use it. “Calls to 05 numbers would be capped 
at no more than the national rate, though in most cases it should 
cost less than this." The 05 range should be introduced by 1999. 

Buy-back plans boost Biotechnology 

Biotechnology Investments, the Guernsey-based investment 
company managed by Rothschild Asset Management, proposes 
to buy back up to 15 per cent of its 55.5 million shares in issue 
in an attempt to raise the share price, which on Thursday stood 
at a discount of around 25 per cent to net asset value. The shares 
jumped 20p to 353J>p on the news, reducing the discount by 5 
percentage points. The fund has suffered from the relatively dull 
performance of biotechnology stocks this year. 

Abbey raises mortgage rates 

Abbey National is raising its standard variable mortgage rate by 
0-25 percentage points following this week’s increase in interest 
rates. The increase takes effect from Monday for new borrowers 
and from 1 September for existing customers. The mortgage rate 
for a loan of up to £59.999 will be 8.45 per cent, for a loan of 
£60,000 it will be 8.4 per cent and 835 per cent for £100,000. In- 
creases in savings and investment rates will be announced shortly. 
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Cyi*io(PouJds) 

DenmartpCraw) 

He8and<GWS0f8) 

FWandJMsriaO 


200 

208500 

912000 

237% 

QflfiSO 

118580 

33830 

86980 


£ Buys 
franca (Fmnes) 
OariBnyfUBrioj M810 
&B«s(tbachmeQ 483BD00 
Hong KorgfDolara) 12.«50 
WartHPunts) 

fa^uraj 2M0000 

Japan (Van) VUXD 

Ste{L»i) 06360 


£ Buys 

New ZaaiandlDalaia} 24480 
NuwayfKronal 1 2 20 60 
portuffl^scudos} 29 93000 

Spain (Pesetss) 2m000 

Swaden(K«n«1 127700 
SmtrHtend (Francs) 2400 
Urtaydka) 859®tlOOOO 
UnwJSawslDote^ 15830 


Sap -022 Aug 17850 -275 

0a «22 -a* Sap TWO -875 

NO! -B35 -Mfl Ota 17600 -276 

Vbt 25553 Into 1932 Vpt 12781 

•aBsagnmuer wansnisrtl’aML 


Sep 2045 PnsnUnteated 22K32 

Oct 2055 Naphtha ®V®7 

Nw 2065 BCGasoi WT75 

Dec 20S5 Rid CM 91104 

GsinKC^iadanaiAiiMi fSpBpnew 


Commodity Indices 

PUMdriS t-SpM VshgD>r 

Inaw 1370-100 18537 -050 

Artahua) W0*iO0 S37S -094 

Enemy . 883-D0 7108 -069 

hdutfi Metals ®77=®0 ®506 +128 

LivsSDCfc S70=« 03.40 -035 

Precious Dads S73-O0 41738 +100 

TCto®aS0l6Aifl&7 


GSCI tntoeas 

31 Dk Ik&b VTD Tear npo KcfapYr 
2626 S7D3 -054 

23123 +258 23183 -341 

6556 -1726 6871 +158 

16679 +1556 *578 +1JB5 

®1Q3 +124 V3St -314 

46354 -984 <59529 -*58 


Industrial Metals. 


London Metal Exchange 

Stan Cash 

3 mttt 

Vtokm 

LIE Suds 

chg 

AhmunHG 

WZ5-445 


113818 



AkmnunAloy 

UB5JW0 

0800300 

166 

54760 

120 

CoppwA 

2358tmC 

23890-300 

42668 

M067S 

+ 8925 


6020-30 

617080 

5640 

119775 

175 

MdceJ 

7140-7BO 

73MJ-7250 

26874 

5404 

+ 108 

Tin 

5605«S 

5635 SBU 

4856 

7E70 

SO 

Zinc 

18450480 

■0380400 

17734 

399500 

+ 1900 

Sankment Convereion C/S 

S/Dm 

s/v 

Stodi wunaa & eftan n tom 

eseftangeraar 

16B93 

167B4 

H846 

aagf Tu»05Juf 


Predous MetalsrariFAw 



SpInk&Son 

pnto/oz 

* - C 

Cotna 

s c 


a c 


43000 278* Bnlama 
nuouri 8*00 1360) Britamia50Z 

Sherspot 43600 2M0 BritaraiaSSaz 

Gdd&Ai 32100 20240 BrltannfaLttaz 


348 820 Krug^nds 328/335 803(2® 

175 1® Sows 75/85 47/54 

58 56 Nobles 433/449273066 

36 * Maple Leaf 30 ! 343206280 


Agricultural . 

Cocoa 

LFrE Qnn 


47 mar 
Conea 


CMS 


Bariey 


Sep ®11 
Dec KM 
Mar B61 
V± 2638 

WUeSub* 
UTE Mom 
Oct man 
Dec 32020 
Mar 38060 
VW 8210 


Sep 

NCM 

Jan 

Ifet 

Freishl 


S3 

Sep 

Vot. 


stm 

LFfE 

Onr w 

UFFE 

team 

m 

Qkgm 0 

1844 

Sep 

78.75 

Nov 

6200 


. 

1648 

Now 

6160 

Urn 

mm 

Nov 

_ 

«W 

Jan 

6365 

S 

12050 

CEL 

2430 

2494 

\fat 

«8 

"B9 

209 


What 


Cara 




swa 

UFFE 

atm 

C90T 

H-Lo 

Carti/tusnei 

sen 

sao 

1340 

Sep 

Nov 

8378 

6675 

S9P 

35900-25750 

25750 


Jan 

8860 

Dec 

26175^5300 

29975 

SB4 

Vet. 

641 

Mer 

2687526825 



Other Softs 


SSX 73BB7 


IW MassMxS}** ttanfl inj 

JUvAug Copra It) Stonrw l®00 

Oet Cotton (NY) USoo®* 7543 

UK) V/od AcertAg unq 

Aug Attar* Moent/kg 24500 


O^SDurarec -^DW-in^MManm4aa V M~NEinp a s nn K FT 


Atn Soya OR FUWta ram 

JwAug Coconut (B ms/tome SESOn 

OO/Oet anflowrOb S/tome S456Q 

Sep/Oct Rapeaed OQFi/naig tSflO 

Aug/Sep QrountutOi S/tonne hdqoq 
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^ ^totheWorld finals - 


N£THE independent 




W ith the new league season now underway, avast 
array of footballing talent is on parade for the 

Arsenal andCbebea have been the busiest <^l*ra 
seas market, with Marc Overmare the most expenswere 
Snbcw London clubs can be expected ^ mount a 
strong challenge. Liverpool and Newcastle United will also 

Howewr.^eVperguson’s men will again be theg^ to 

[dependent on Sunday are giving yon te***±™* 
a budget of £40 million, can yon come op m\h a team to 
top them all in the Premiership this season. 

HOW TO ENTER. 

Firstlv vou will need to pick your team 
course there’s your goalkeeper pins you have a choice 
of four formations for the others m your team. 


FORMATION a. 4-4-2 

4 Defenders, 4 Midfielders, 

FORMATION B. 4-3-3 

4 Defenders, 3 Midfielders, 

FORMATION c. 5-3-2 

5 Defenders, 3 Midfielders, 

FORMATION a 3^1 

3 Defenders, 5 Midfielders, 


2 Strikers 

3 Strikers 
2 Strikers 
2 Strikers 



£40raillion. Having made a note of your team aiai our 
registration hotlini Please try to use a tOM telephone 
^OTeVhich makes tone nois<s when jou dial ■ 
pulse telephones can be used to register your team. 



-1353 1"*"”" 1 

lied rani 


I mw fiMfih — — * 

Every time one of yotnplayeresrore you 
There are four points player scores the 

time their team ^ goal difference m the 

winning goal, ue.: if there a a on f lhewinIuQ g 

- theli 


THE ULTIMATE PRIZE 


The overaU winner, the manager SuhfaSo? o^q^M-fa^^semi-Sii al oHh eir 

— month will win a pair of nchets to one of Eng.cn- 

home internationals at Wembley. — 


._lSS%XSiS 2 b‘r~? 

oe awarded one point. 

f d ^ l05e - : 

abc, PMipa- ran** o» Ughitnf piuth^ P***' «■' mU-**"* 
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T ND E PE ND E N T FANTASY F O OT BALL 

X IN U Hi A E* 11 17 1 ' VALUE CODE PLAYER TEAM VA 


CODE PLAYER 


GOALKEEPERS 


300 Seaman 

303 Lukic 

304 Manninger 

305 Bosnich 

306 Oakes 

307 Watson 

308 Lesse 


Filan 

Bla 

Branagan 

Bol 

De Goey 

Che 

Grodas 

Che 

Ogrizovic 

Cov 

Hedman 

Cov 

Nash 

CP 

Day 

CP 

Poom 

Der 

Hoult 

Der 

Southall 

Eve 

Gerrard 

Eve 

Martyn 

Lee 

Beeney 

Lee 

Keller 

Lei 

Poole 

Lei 

James 

Liv 

Warner 

Liv 

Schmeichel 

Man 

Van Der Gouw Man 

Given 

New 

Hislop 

New 

Pressman 

sw 

Taylor 

Sou 

Beasant 

Sou 

Walker 

Tot 

Bardsen 

Tot 

Miklosko 

WH 

Sullivan 

Wim 


defenders 


400 Dixon 

403 Upson 

404 Petit 

405 Grimendi 

406 Winterbum 

407 Bould 

408 Adams 

409 Keown 
430 Staunton 

433 Southgate 

434 Ehiogu 

435 Nelson 

436 Wright 

437 Scimeca 

438 Grayson 

439 Moses 

440 Appleby 

443 Thompson 

444 Krizan 

445 Berg 

446 Le Saux 

447 Coleman 

448 Hendry 

449 Kenna 

450 Henchoz 

453 Valery 

454 Andersson 


CODE PLAYER 


455 Cox l 

456 Elliot E 

457 Fairclougb { 

458 Taggart I 

459 Bergsson J 

460 Duberry ) 

463 Petrescu j 

464 Lambourde 1 

465 Leboeuf < 

466 Sinclair < 

467 Daish 1 

468 Shaw 1 

469 Burrows 1 

470 Haworth 

473 Edworthy 

474 Gordon 

475 Muscat 

476 Ihttle 

477 Linighan 

478 Roberts 

479 Hreidresson 

480 Stimac 

483 C Powell 

484 Laursen 

485 Eranio 

486 Phelan 

487 Short 

488 Watson 

489 Unsworth 

490 Hinchciiffe 

493 Bilic 

494 Kelly 

495 Wetherall 

496 Molenaar 

497 Dorigo 

498 Robertson 

499 Walsh 

500 Whitlow 

503 Elliott 

504 Warts 

505 Wright 

506 Ruddock 

507 Harkness 

508 Kvarme 

509 Bjornebye 
530 Matteo 

533 McAteer 

534 G Neville 

535 P Neville 

536 Irwin 

537 Pallister 

538 May 

539 Johnsen 

540 Silva 

543 Albert 

544 Howey 

545 Peacock 

546 Barton 

547 Beresford 

548 Blondeau 

549 Nolan 

550 Atherton 

553 Walker 

554 Stefanovic 

555 Newsome 

556 Monkou 

557 Dodd 

558 BenaU 

559 Van Goboei 


CODE PLAYER 


560 Lundekvam. 

563 Scales 

564 Campbell 

565 Calderwood 

566 Austin 

567 Edinburgh 

568 Carr 

569 Mabbutt 

570 Dicks 

573 Rieper 

574 Hall 

575 Potts 

576 Ferdinand 

577 Impey 

578 Turner 

579 Perry 

580 Cunningham 

583 Thatcher 

584 McAllister 

585 Kimble 


Sou 
Tot 
Tot 
Tot 
Tot 
Tot 
Tot 
Tot 
WH 
WH 
WH 
WH 
WH 
WH 
..WH 
WIm 
:,Wim 
Wim 
: - Wim 
Wim 


midfield 


600 
603 

605 

606 
607 
60& 
609' 
630. 
633, 
634: 
635 
.636 

| V 637 
v 638 

; m. 

640 

643 

644 

645 

646 
. 647 

648-. 

649' 

650 

653 

654 

655 

656 
.-.657 

658 

659 . 

660 

663 

664 

665 

666 

667 

668 

669 

670 

673 

674 

675 

676 

677 

678 


Platt 

Parlour ^ 

Vieira 

; Overmars 
'■ M Rodriguez / 
Taylor "J 

’Townsend :■* 

Draper J 

Maxcelle J 

Bullock •. j 

Redfearn 1 

Eaden ’ \ 

Tinkler .j 

: Donis • 

. Wilcox Y-J 

McKinlay 
Sherwood,. 
Flitcroft • ■£ . . 
Frandsen ' 
Thompson 
Pollock 
. Sellars 
‘ Gullitt 
Di Matted 
Wise 
Newton 
P Hughes 
Babeyaro 
Tfelfer 
Richardson 
McAllister .. 
Salako 
Johansen 
Simpson- 
Asanovic 
D Powell 
Van per Laan 
Dailly - ” . 
Hunt 
Parkinson 
Grant . ' 
FarreHy* 
Stuart J... . 
Speed 
Bowyer " 
WaUace 


CODE PLAYER 


679 Sharpe 

680 Ribeiro 

683 Haaland 

684 Parker 

685 Taylor 

686 Izzeit 

687 Lennon 

688 Guppy 

689 Barnes 

690 Redknapp 

693 McManaman 

694 Thomas 

695 Leonhardsen 

696 Giggs 

697 Beckham 

698 Keane 

699 Butt 

700 Poborski 

703 Lee 

704 Batty 
•705 Gillespie 

706 Beardsley 
; 707 Ketsbara 

708 Blinker 

709 Hyde 

;730 Whittingbam 
"733 Carbone 
734 Magilion 
. 735 Slater 
7.736 Oakley 

737 Anderton 

738 Fox 

739 Howells 
' ; 740 Ginola 
"-•743 Sinton 

744 Nielsen 
: : 745 Williamson 
V!746 Hughes 

747 Moncur 

748 Bishop 

749 Berkovic 

750 • Lomas 

753 Jones 

754 Earle 

755 Ardley 

756 Fear 

757 Hughes 


845 Whelan 

846 Huckerby 

847 Soltvedt 

848 Lightbourne 

849 Dyer 

S50 Freedman 

853 Ndah 

854 Shipperley 

855 Ward 

856 Sturridge 

857 Wanchope 

858 Ferguson 

859 Barmby 

860 Deane 

863 LHley 

864 Hasslebank 

865 Claridge 

866 Heskey 

867 Fowler 

868 Berger 

869 Owen 

870 Scholes 

873 Cole 

874 Solskjaer 

875 Sheringham 
S76 Nevland 

877 Shearer 

878 Asprilla 

879 Ferdinand 

880 Tomasson 

883 Gudjonsson 

884 Humphreys 

885 Booth 

886 Hirst 

887 Le Tissier 

888 Evans 

889 Ostenstad 

890 Armstrong 

893 Iversen 

894 Harlson 

895 Kitson 

896 Holdswarth 

897 Ekoku 

898 Gayle 

899 Euell 




MANAGERS 



STRIKERS 


900 

Wenger 

Ars 




— 

903 

Little 

AV 

800 

Bergkamp 

Ars 

7.5 

904 

Wilson 

Bar 

803 

Wright 

Ars 

7.2 

905 

Hodgson 

Bla 

804 

Boamorte Per 

Ars 

2.0 

906 

Todd 

Boi 

805 

Yorke 

AV 

6.7 

907 

Gullitt 

Che 

806 

Joachim 

AV 

2.4 

908 

Strachan 

Cov 

807 

Collymore 

AV 

8.1 1 

909 

Coppell 

Cry 

808 

Wilkinson 

Bar 

1.2 

930 

Smith 

Der 

809 

Hendrie 

Bar 

1.5 

933 

Kendall 

Eve 

830 

Hristov 

Bar 

1.5 

934 

Graham 

Lee 

833 

Sutton 

Bla 

4.5 

935 

O'Neill 

Lei 

834 

Gallacber 

Bla 

3.0 

936 

Evans 

Liv 

835 

Dahlia 

Bla 

4.0 

937 

Ferguson 

Man 

836 

McG inlay 

Bol 

2.2 

938 

Dalglish 

New 

837 

Blake 

Bol 

2.7 

939 

Pleat 

She 

838 

Zola 

Che 

9.0 

940 

Jones 

Sou 

839 

Vialli 

Che 

3.5 

943 

Francis 

Tbt 

840 

M Hughes 

Che 

4.4 

944 

Redknapp 

WH 

843 

Tore Andre Flo Che 

3.0 

945 

Kinnear 

Wim 

844 

Dublin 

Cov 

3.5 
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find belated streak of defiance 
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Jon Cutfey says 
Atherton's men have 
taken a leaf out 
of their rivals’ book 

Just when it seemed they had 

^Jdered^peofSlS 

the Ashes from Australia^ 
grasp, E ngland conspired in a 

a 13,500 crowd 


S&Cs 

hmiL 6 matCh aad out of the 

Realists and cynics might 
argue that it came a day So 

wickets fen- 1 16 
sail weD and good but of son^ 
what /ess mem when it follows 
311 for 3, as Australia had 
been when Andrew Caddick 
Snick the first blow of the 
morning. 

Despite England’s fightback, 

Australia still amassed a total of 

consequence, gathering runs at 
Thursdays 100-per-session 
pace regardless of the falline 
wickets. B 

But one should not carp too 
much. England, who could 
nave been forgiven wilting spir- 
its after an opening day of 
heavy punishment and scant 
good fortune, now revealed 
the kind of character, for which 
Australia’s renowned resolve is 
the model, that the David 
Uoyd regime have been trying 
to ingrain upon England’s na- 
ture. 

Alec Stewart’s extraordinary 
performance quite rightly domi- 
nates the thoughts. The longer 



sport 

Kent delayed 
by Prichard 


JOHN emus 


‘ ’■* ■„ ** 15 .* 

-w>I 


came the worry that the 34-year- 
old wicketkeeper-batsman 
would not have the stamina to 
open the innings after almost a 
day and a half behind the 
stumps in the wilting heat 
Not only did Stewart defy the 
doubts, however, he gave the 
England innings the start it re- 
quired to maintain the mo- 
mentum set up by their bowlers. 
Attacking the Australian bowl- 
ing, not least Warne, with a gus- 
to that thrilled the home 
contingent, he deserved to see 


his boldness bring him a first 
century against Australia. 

lb dominate Wame requires 
a batsman to score regularly and 
heavily, forcing him to change 
his line of attack and in re think 

his fields. Stewart clearly came 
armed with this strategy, much 
as he might have preferred a less 
demanding approach. 

He was set for one of the 
more impressive hundreds of the 
summer when, to his and the 
crowd's profound disappoint- 
ment, he finally, fatally, allowed 


himself one liberty too many. 

If Stewart can reflect with 
some satisfaction on the day, 
then so should England's pace 
bowling spearhead. Dean 
Headley, Devon Malcolm and 
Andrew Caddick bowled not 
only with great bean but much 
skill to restrict Australia to a 
total two thirds of what bad 
been expected. 

With attention fixed on the 
debut-making HolUoake 
brothers, it was easy to forget 
that Headley is making only his 


third Test appearance. Yet the 
Kent man bowled yesterday in 
the manner of one well estab- 
lished at this level his figures sat- 
isfying David Lloyd’s demand 
for accuracy as well as wickets. 

For his part, Caddick was at 
times inspired and deserving of 
better luck while Malcolm, who 
had greeted his recall with 
some harbed comments about 
the capriciousness of the 
selectors, kept his promise to 
prove a point with a fiery spell 
that, at its height, yielded the 


wickets of lan Heafy, Warne 
and, critically, Steve Waugh in 
the space of 20 deliveries, ex- 
posing the Australian tail for 
Headley to complete the job. 

Against Warne, a formidable 
weapon even on a wicket as in- 
herently good as this one, Eng- 
land will need to play 
exceptionally well today to dray 
their opponents a substantial 
advantage. But they should at 
least avoid the humbling that 
seemed their most predictable 
fate at Thursday’s close. 


reports from CSsntertwiy 
Kant 525-9 doc • 

Essex 156 and 277-5 


Were it not for a doughty cap- 
tain’s innings \g the limping 
Pbul Prichard; Essexmight weU 
have been roHed-over inside 
three days here, leaving tbs sun 
scorched Gmimbpiy Festival 
with a blank Sahpday. As it s 
a healthy nnpibfe|tf Kent sup- 
porters will V()D,np today, ex- 
pecting to celeb# 1 © victory at 
a crucial stegtfjo£ the season, 
with their team in good heart to 
sustain a title dh^cage. 

Kent's domination of the 
match was confirmed when, on 
Thursday evening,' Mar tin 
McCague bowled a terrifying 
four-wicket speB m support of 
his side's mountain. of runs. The 
only gigftffirawt partnership of 
the Essex first innings then be- 
gan, between the cautious Paul 
Grayson - a former opener 
now charged with shepherding 
a fragile tail — and Ronnie 
Irani, who had been somewhat 
reckless early in his innings. 

Yesteday morning, they stiff- 
ened Essex’s sinews by batting 
oonfidentalfy and in face-saving 
mode for more than an hour. 
There followed a remarkable 
collapse, even for aweary team. 
Paul Strang provoked it when 
persuaded Grayson to balloon 
a ball from the brisk Julian 
Thompson in the direction of 


extra cover, where the Zim- 
babwean secured a diving catch 
at ground level. After three 
overs, four more wickets and 
three further runs, Essex were 
following on. 

Although Prichard is now in 
hk third year as the Essex cap- 
tain, by his high Standards be has 
had a comparatively modest 
time with the bat since taking 
a doable century from Sussex in 
August 1993. But when Graham 
Gooch made his sudden de- 
parture freon the county game, 
be i ** 1j * 1 " 


120 in the old man’s farewel 
match and now improving on 
that. 

He is a phlegmatic, rmfussy 
player capable of sudden bursts 
of unpremeditated violence. 
Yesterday he pulled a ham- 
string on 69, calling for Darren 
Robinson as his runner, and 
continued to perform while re- 
maining almost immobile in 
the crease. And yet the se- 
quence of six scoring strokes 
that took him past 100 were all 
fours, carved to every corner. 

Essex members would have 
liked similar muscular resis- 
tance from the Stuart Law, but 
the Austr alian faced only nine 
halls in the match. Once more 
it was Grayson who extended 
the fight, studiously protecting 
his end until caught on the hop 
by Alan Eafham, and Danny 
Law continued the rearguard 
action. Essex ended the day 92 
runs away from asking Kent to 
bat again. 


Young steps up rate 
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Malcolm sharpens his performance in the field 

^ ffENRY BtDFELD at any time in the series. Count- fielders by practice and appli- be turned himself into a high- toss makes the fielder’s effort and then they enabled thi 


DAVID LLEWELLYN 


reports from Taunton 
Gloucestershire 350-8 dec 
Somerset ±91^3 


n-.\ 




What a difference it makes if all 
the catches are held. The only 
blemish in Australia's long first 
innings was a fiendishly difficult 
leg-side stomping chance given 
by Mark Waugh off Adam Hol- 
lioake. Nothing destroys 
bowlers’ confidence more than 
missed chances. 

Right through that disheart- 
ening first day, England’s field- 
ing was as good as it has been 


at any time in the series. Count- 
less runs were saved and even 
Devon Malcolm, who is some- 
what less than a dynamic athlete, 
was keeping the batsmen to 
singles at third man where at 
other times they would have 
been able to take two. It must 
be accepted that there will nev- 
er be 11 Nasser Hussains in the 
same side. There will be a 
gazelle or two, just as there will 
almost certainly be the odd 
donkey. But donkeys can teach 
themselves to become reliable 


fielders by practice and appli- 
cation. 

Concentration is all-impor- 
tant, just as it is with batting and 
bowling. A bowler who has 
just had 20 runs taken off an 
over must not shuffle off to 
third man and allow himself to 
be immersed in gloom for the 
next six balls. If that happens, 
a snick, to third man will almost 
certainly result in easy tuns. 

Geoffrey Boycott was not a 
naturally athletic mover but 
by hard work and application 


be turned himself into a high- 
ly competent fielder in the out- 
field and the middle distances 
He also developed a good, ac- 
curate throw. In the pressure- 
cooker atmosphere of 
contemporary international 
cricket, the more sluggish field- 
ers should make every effort to 
imitate Boycott. 

The wicketkeeper also plays 
a most important role as the 
centre of the fielding cog. By 
coming away from the stumps 
to take a poor throw on the full 


toss makes the fielder’s effort 
look better it was. Seeing the 
wicketkeeper set the example, 
as Alec Stewart did so splen- 
didly in Australia’s inning s , is 
an inspiration to the fielders. 

The loss of the toss at Trent 
Bridge was a body-blow for 
England, and it was greatly to 
captain Mike Atherton and 
Stewart's credit that they nev- 
er allowed the others to lose 
heart. They prevented Aus- 
tralia’s batsmen from taking 
complete control on Thursday 


and then they enabled the 
bowlers to take full advantage 
of more helpful conditions on 
the second day. 

It was dear that a lot of hard 
work had gone into the fielding. 
Often this seems to be a de- 
partment of the game in which 
EcgLand come second to the op- 
position, be it Aus tralia or who- 
ever. The lesson of Trent Bridge 
is that top-class fielding malms 
the bowling seem that much 
er. It is such good pxopa- 


Flintoff shines after Zimbabwe’s false dawn 


MIKE CAREY 
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reports from Edgbaston 

The hazards of playing cricket 
in Birmingham’s sub-tropical 
heat were probably not on the 
agenda when the young men of 
Zimbabwe were briefed on the 
do’s and don't’s of touring. So 
their bowlers had to learn first 
hand yesterday on the second 
day of the NatWest Under- 19 
Tfefe that there was no hiding 
place on the flattest of 
pitches. 


One of the day’s little ironies 
was that they took a wicket with 
the first ball of the morning and 
another four overs later, but it 
was the falsest of dawns; Eng- 
land scored 217 runs before 
lunch and another 180 in the 
afternoon session. 

At the heart of it all was an 
innings of 116 by Andrew 
Flintoff, England’s captain, 
which, even allowing for the 
shortcomings of some of the 
bowling and the nearness of one 
boundary (this pitch is on the 
edge of Edgbaston’s large 


square) was wonderful to 
behold. 

It seems heresy to say in the 
current cricket climate that 
Flintoff looks a more complete 
batsman than some of die more 
publicised recent members of 
this side. He knows the where- 
abouts of his off-stump, defends 
with a exemplary straightness 
and picks off errors of line and 
length with withering power 
and certainty. 

From the moment he drove 
Mluleld Nkala smoothly to the 
long-off boundary to get off the 


Sheridan in doubt for Leeds 
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Rugby League 

DAVE HADHELD 

1 ^6 Leeds will be without their reg- 
t 7 ular scrum-half Ryan Sheridan, 
" for the match at Bradford to- 
, morrow night that could keep 
their mathematical chance of 
- winning the Stones Super 
League title alive for another 
week. 

Sheridan damag ed ankle lig- 
aments in the defeat by North 
Queensland last week and his 
coach. Dean Bell, is delaying a 
decision an who will replace hun 
until the eve of the match. 

Graham Hoirpyd could 
switch to play scrum-half while 
both Dean Lawfoid and Gavin 
Brown are on stand-by. 

Bell must also decide 
whether to risk Richie Blacfc- 
^ more, the New Zealand in-- 
Y* ternational centre who has been 
-- out for two months with a sim- 
ilar, but more serious injury. 
Blackmore has trained fuhy for 
the first time this week and the 


temptation to use a player of his 
strike-power, for at least part of 
the match, will be strong. 

“It is cmfy a matter of time be- 
fore Bradford sew up the title 
and we just have to try and en- 
sure that they don't do it ag ai ns t 
us? Bell said. “We know that we 
have come up short in the pre- 
vious games between the sides, 
so there is a lot of local pride 
at stake.” 

Bradford have to check the 
fitness of James Lowes, Paul 
Anderson, Jon Scales and - al- 
most inevitably - Robbie Paul 
before Matthew Elliott can fi- 
nalise his ride. 

Oldham, badly needing a 
victory to prevent them be- 
coming adrift at the foot of the 
table, are at St Helens, who are 
without Vila Matuatia and 
Steve Prescott with injuries 
picked up in the World Club 
Championship in Australia. 

Saints have *Tiad a word” with 

ed tfyi^biond^Sr for tlurtnp, 
attracting criticism - especial- 


ly when they were losing heav- 
ily - that they were not taking 
it seriously. “You only do that 
sort of thing at the end of the 
season or when you are right on 
top of your game,” the club's 
chief executive, David Howes, 
said. “It was a bit of misplaced 
bonding.” 

Paris, one of the clubs Old- 
ham could hope to catch, play 
Halifax in the southern French 
town of Narbonne today- after 
winch they will travel to England 
for their WCC playoff against 
Saints on Wednesday. Whrring- 
ton will have Salesi Rnau beack 
from suspension against Salford, 
while Andrew Duncan plays 
the last match of his loan peri- 
od with the dub before relum- 
ing to London Broncos. 

Castleford have ended- any 
uncertainty about the future cif 
their teenage scrum-half or 
hooker, Danny Orr, by im- 
proving an extending Ms con- 
tract, which wffl.now run until 
2000. Orr had been a target for 
the Australian dub, Perth Reds. 


mark, the bowling was dismissed 
to all parts, mostly off the 
middle of his bat, and he made 
a century before lunch from only 
75 balls, with 12 fours and five 
sixes, the latter usually with 
effortless pull-drives. 

He made his second 50 from 
a mere 29 deliveries and it was 
looking a shade too simple for 
him when he went after a very 
short, very wide ball from the 
persevering Aubrey Stein, who 
bowled 22 overs unchanged 
either ride of lunch, and was 
caught in the gully. 


Britannic Assurance 
County Championship 

m# Oaf of four, HO sxSay 

Kent v Esmk 

QWianUtKGMKtZpttl.winflMncaM- 
Inlnttrt e lw tt ft a man fc — 82 im teUnd 

t*rtitonaas 

KBIT - Pint Mag* 528 far 9 d*c (MV Hom- 
ing 338, A P Wefc 109, M A Eetiam 58. P A 

S&B'KE&CACcMttySSX 

ESSEX -HnrtWtok^ 

(Own*** 80 far 5) 

R C kail c WOT b TTwnpaon SO 

A PGrajroncStraneb Thompson 48 

DR Lave Mocsh b tenant 1 

m J Roars c March b Thom ps on 0 

SiWtadrawc Marsh bEttham 0 

P M Such rw out 2 

.13 
JB 


Flintoff will clearly warm the 
hearts of Lancastrians, (and 
there are one or two that Deed 
wanning) for years to come. It 
was gratifying to see the Zim- 
babwe youngsters applaud him 
off. Their bowlers had learned 
a lot about the merits of length 
and line. 

Their day bad started more 
encouragingly when Stephen 
Peters was caught at short leg 
off Stein’s first ball. Stein also 
had Giles Haywood picked up 
in the gully, but afterwards the 
tourists struggled to find a 


co m b inati on of bowlers who 
could give them an element of 
control against the vigorous 
stroke play of England’s middle 
order. Even their spinners could 
not do it. 

After their problems in the 
heat it was no surprise that 
Zimbabwe looked vulnerable 
against Ryan Sidebottom and 
Alex Tudor with the new ball. 
They were swiftly reduced to 43 
for 4 and must pray for a mir- 
acle (or perhaps a sub tropical 
storm) to gel them out of this 
mess. 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


HAMPSHBK- FM 
KJwsnWiC 69 tor 2J 

G W VM» eStwhb Dutch 

S J Ftenstew c Gxsng B Hews 

R A Smith b Kate 

M Keacb not out . 


...63 

J A 


■P D Boater not ovc 


■ l P Sttphensoo not out 

Extra* CblO. n&8l — 


-27 

.78 

-48 


P C L Hotowoy few b Smab _ 
S C EccteMon* young . 

M N Lame* not out _L. 


..73 

sx 


JO 


(D2. rt>4)_ 


-67 


TbM (hr 5 d*c. 102 mraj 306 

FMfe 1-41. 2-69, 3-100. 4-MS. 5-206. 

ISd not bat tA N fymee, S D Udal A D Mas- 
carertM. S M IWxBn. 

BowBnr Fraser 15-2-384: Hewn 17-2-70-2: 
Miser 13-1-36-0; MBs 12-3-22-1; Duoti 29- 
6-94-2: Weetes 16-3-36-0. 


-.1 

49 

31 


-2BT 


Total (for 2. «L4 ovwj 

Mt 123. 2-54. 

To toe P S Jones. M £ tanaMck « J Turn- 
er. SO Rose, Mutton Ahmed, Ki Shne, A P 
tenTroost 

Uttho* B DuTCettoo and A Ctstoan. 


While they may nudge each 
other geographically, Glouces- 
tershire and Somerset have 
looked to be poles apart in 
thmlring during thtg game. The 
disagreement over which pitch 
should have been used is noth- 
ing compared with the respec- 
tive approaches of contriving a 
possible finish to the game. 

Gloucestershire displayed a 
certain degree of urgency on the 
way to maximum batting points. 
In-form Shaun Young cracked 
an entertaining 79-ball S3, 
whidi made his partner and cap- 
tain Mark Alleyne look pedes- 
trian on tbe'way to Ms 70 off 123 
deliveries. 

Young is going to pose a 
tricky problem for Glou- 
cestershire. Not only is he scor- 
ing plenty of.runs, but he has 
also taken 29 Championship 
wickets. The Thsmanian wants 
to return to the connfy next sea- 
son, but so does the Wsst Indies 
captain Courtney Walsh, who is 
due a testimonial by Glouces- 
tershire next season. 

■ The Gloucestershire hearts 
were nor really focused on 
rapid runs, their minds ap- 
pearing set on the compromise 
of II points, which would at 
least restore them to the he a d 


BtBlMt o- nrattatag* 

(tXwnltfic 155 tor 1) 

§ O Petes c Form t> 
Q- RjWfin occ bum lam 
SMJhuff e Vttmueien b Stayn . 
ZC Manta c Eiamu* b MoGoui 

GJBamibSajn 

tCMWIhad c Dstert b (*ato . 
A J Tudor c Emmu b McCttn 


ne 

-13 


-64 


A N Wwhos c White b fenrtw 

i H Kate notour — .... 

M W Gatling not out 

“ i (Ml. 


-91 


0*4, B2. *2. nt>41 

TM*I (40l3 wan) 


M (coot): 6-153. 7-154. 8-154, 9-154. 

McCague 17-0-81-4; TTwnpawi 
SUlg 11-2-3241 


Glasgow aims for Super League 


rCoundTs 
development officer. 
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inompsus, 

Super League dub in the aty 
would provide the catalyst the 
sport needs in Scotland. 

An Australian club, Hnnter 
Mariners, have conducted a 
feasibility study into setting up 
a Glasgow franchise and 
Thompson feels there would be 
a raassfoe potential audience. 

The Mariners’ Glasgow, side 
would ptey at FninU, 

Thistle’s football ground, and 
hope to be up and nimmg by 

1999 - a prospect wmctx clear- 

hr excites Tliampson^, 

He saidyesterday: It has al- 
ways been a taiget-ndw lt B 


looking a realistic one after the 

success of the recent Sod Hand 
internationals. 

-T think there k a big audi- 
enefc for the sport Even though 
Edinburgh is the home of rug- 
by union, league has to own ap- 
peal. 

“With it being played in the 
summer, it could attract football 
fens along and even those who 
don’t follow it now would soon 
pick up the rules. 

“If Super League is to be tra- 
fy European it needs to leave 
the M62 corridor and, I'm sure 
Glasgow could tempt players 
easily enough. For some, it 
would hea dream come true to 
playuphere. 


“I do a tot of work in schools 
and there arc already a lot of 
youngsters playing the game, 
but they , need something to 
aim for and heroes to look up 
to, which Super League would 
provide." 

Bob Ferres, the Mariners chief 
executive, said: “Wfe have offered 
our services to die people who 
are drivingit and we are waiting 
to hear how we can proceed." 

. Maurice Lindsay, die chief 
executive of the Rugby Rwibafl 
League, said: “We are always 
keen on the spread of Super 
League and we would be 
pleased to hear from anybody 
interested in getting rugby 
league going in Glasgow." 


*P J PntSart ncx out 17a 

DDJ Rotwaon c and b Thompson — 23 

T PHodponc MM b Strang 15 

S G Ltt b Rerrwig ” 1 

RCfcBrt cSoangb McCa©* 9 

APQsgsontwbEaanra 38 

DRUM not out 4 

Extzas (108, *2, nbej — 16 

TOM (Tor 5, 80 own) 277 

Mt 1-73. 2-1161 3-121. 4-157. S-2SO. 

To bac tfi J RoMlns. N F WUara. S J W An- 
**». PMSuc^l 


_ WCe&e 35-1-48-1; EaTam 37-4-47- 
l; Thomoaonl/ 3-66-1; SBsna 28^83-1: Ram- 
nglO-e-25-l. 

Urctac J C BsftJstssna and P 
Lancashire v Wwwkk stkt 
BLACKPOOL l«wM» (24fitt) beat War- 


Total (tori, 32 ownO - 

FM: 1-5. 

To M *M R Rwnpramh. J C Pooler. IK R 
Bmon. O A SRalL K P Dutch. RL Jomson, J P 
H»mt A P C Fneer. 

Borthc & 2- 18-0; Rarataw 83-14-3: 
Stephenson 7-1-21-0; UM lO- 1-29-0; Keedi 
3-0-7-0 

UiMrw T E Jettr a* J F Sa«e. 

Norttkaato v Worcestershire 

NORTHAMPTON? MtonewCttaNra (8m), atlfi 
sacao8tt«|»«mMi staattg, a* 367 
maa ahead of NantaMeoaUra (Q. 
non «aa 

TNORCESTHtSHBC - Rnt lanbm SB1 (W P 
C MMui 205. OALeathaniNe 110, S J 
Miadw 55; S A J Bowel 5-94L 
NORTHAHPTtMSHJRE -- FM htnjnB* 
tOramt^ic 208 tor 3) 

ftjwenen notout 174 

MtlMcyBlampAbUsheRMe 3A 

Jt M Curran b H^nes — 29 

0JG Sales not out 48 

— 41 


Surrey vl 
UCOtWLDwtian(4pls),mbt&MotecoM- 
WkSada ataneog, an 27 nma ahaad 
of Stony m. 

SlffTBS (CBS 

SURREY - First (onto 360 for 8 doe U D 
RBtcWa 76, 1 j WM Sft J Wood 4-73). 
DURHAM -Ftat takes 
lOwmttc laoto® 

R M s Mtestcn o Saqtan 

U W Qoasc Lewc b M PBlefcnei 

J Bofcngo word bSaqtaai 

J Pitood not out _ 


31 


-12 


OAOottrnotaut 

3-162. 4.231.532ft 8361. 
Md sot bat r j Safeboocm. 

10^7001^ HOftMn Vtanueton 

Saoood tnwnga 

f , ftl B !? cCos,,erIjR » i) « 5 

L S Mei xh-Bwi b rt b Sideb o ttom a 
A PHolftnar not out 


SJHBmine Own bMP adman JO 

Edma 0)3, 8)7. nb6i IS 

wd(M<w^ — sac 

FWl (port): 7-130. 8-130, 9-132. 
to** M P BtcAnoU 14-5^7-3; Lewis 
0-1235; Atari 17-4-27-0; Benjann 7-1-22-3; 
sadan M-6-17-5. 

DURHAM -Saccnd toiftm 

JJBitttecsaiiybMPBdeea 39 

S Huron c Browi b Ssqtam J9 

J £ Moms b An*i 53 

^4 




07. *ri (*£).. 


-19 


*D C Boon cWBHi b SaoWn 


fM P spawn b» b Benfemn 5l 

R M S Waaton c Butowr b Soown IB 

MJ Foster eBmherh Amin 9 

MMBetBnotoux 


w*-. »/. l 

^Wt^DaDon A Soon, 8 D McCdia l A 
UNpiraK J D Bom and K E PMmv. 

fuar match 

Seam) ctsfif of tour. 11.0 oxSay 

Yorkshire v PBfctotae A 

Pg BB yprtehtm. Mi aacond- 
tomgafcfcata atandtoc. am 82 nw beMod 


(b7. bft nb6).. 


-18 


(M. h7. m2. nb2®- 


Total (fbr 5 doe. 106 oaarN 

Fa* (coot): 4-230. 5-289. 
pdmjmALPaaait»loi»(By.MKDMs. 
JAR Baft 


«HIIWICKSHniE-nnNMB8il38(PJIitar- 
W 6-48; I 0 Austin 4-45). 

LANCASHIRE - AM Mm 382 (G D Uoyd 
75. 1 D Austn 68; G Watch 5115). 
VMKMCXSWS - Soeent Mnfe«B 
(OmriWk 241 lor 8) 

A F Cfes c Ystes b Aistn 
TRoatc am bShstfort . 

AADoraU natOUt 


n am fc g Nawot 14-5-430: sttm 18 - 1 . 77 - 
0: Hsmoa 20-7-58-2; tamda 17-147-0: 
t*xx*^l»-7^7-a, teatfwdafe 155283; m- 


-72 

-40 


.^1 


-310 


Extras (b7, w2, ft/13) 

Total (6R2 owan] 

Pal ffiodOt 83W. 

■boB q Msnir 28-T-llO-^AusOn 232-5-75- 
a av«8rt 82-34-0: ShMJforcJ U-i-50-5; 
WUQonson 3-0-11-0. 

lAnGASHRe-SemtOlaafngi - • 

iERQaRanbWbfeh 2 

NT Wood cWtflb Broun 26 

NHFaAtrotfwrbWHch 4 



fiDUosiJcWa»fWWon 

ME forty c Rost bDoraU — 

*M VMdnBon b WMch 

IDAuSlCfloR&WB** — 

1WKHa*not«it — 

G TABS DOt OUt 

Bd» (Mt aft /to) 

Total (for 7. 40 l 1 own) 


— 9 

— 6 


J4 

—02 


Rato 1-3. 2-13.3-17, 4-2B. MftWS. 7-67. 
DMBo(lMtPJktatjn.DJShadfeiiL 
Boa fcg DmU 188-40-1: Welch 17-7-25-5; 
Browi 7J-2-2M. ' 

Ua^es H D M anO J H Hants. 

MlddtaMX v Hampshire 

LORDS: letilnrnr fftprs), WWHWM. 
toakrta M tote ta na nttoifc art 227 m 
nhmal Of H—psMra (S)- 
AfiUtSd* won sss 

HDDl£»-MMe4«hr8iK (M 
R fa i nprafo h 190, 0 A ssdi 77>. 


7SCUt8cSMes6»S»i 

WPCWesuAciMmnbBtfay 

Maob y e Warren b Danas 

SR H^wssc Waran 0 DM 0 . 

D A LaBjfwrtate not out 
VSSotantanatout . 

B urro toll. no2) 

Total (far B, 73 award) 

B* 1-9. 2-56. 3-78. 4-179. 5-208- 
To bats ft lampdt. tSJRwJes, 

AShervar. 

Paiftife BobwW 80-080; Btetn 8-3-18-1; 
Oh4m 22-00>75-3: Bafcj- 27-7-88-i' Oran 
2-0-20-0; FMtoon 1-O-l-a 
Unpiraa! 8 LeaabMor art G Step. 

Somerset v Gfoticesfersfciro 
WMIOW Soarorot (4PI4, Ufa elpc ftst- 
InBlBfi ufefcata a tHMt , sc 163 ims5a- 
hlad Cloncastarthtoa (4) . 

Sanwset non toas 
eLaueenatsMK - fmmmw 

(OuemOr 119 tor 4) 

SYtxeec Turner bTiaaeottack — .. 83 

•MWAtejnecTirtwbS^tofl 70 

tR C Russel not out 37 


Total {tar 7. 951 ewatrt 241 

PHt 1-36. 2-li& 310a 4-209. 5215. 
8239, 7-241. 

To bat: J Bo4nt S J E Bram. J Wood. 
Barth* M P artnsf 104-24-1 Sartfmn 
10-134-1; Lett 6-2-17-0: SaoWn btoshtro 
37 J.- 12-94-3; Aim 30-1049-2; RBICtth 
2 - 0 - 11 - 0 . 

Urtnc V A Holder and R Pahro. 

Sussex v Leicestershire 
EKSTSMBe Soss« bam acondSSO 
hr 6 to ttatoflnt fatta* eptat Lafcnlro- 

LatorowsMs am tost 

SUSSEX -Hncinatosi 

M T E Peats c Johnson b Pierson 31 

fiKteoitOwson - ....to 


Wa Wra wontoa 

PAKBIAN A - Art bate 
(Own®*: 81 tor 3) 

IAasM Janrtiaed b Hamlinn ^8 

^tohen^UfomfobHualWM 155 

Wv iMvinodo vautfan b Ha nSm a 

MiSS , : nbl2J - — -" 29 


-368 


a NR Tartar not out . 


CWJ Aiheyc Nbaxi b Person ._ 
XNomIc Johnson bfosen _ 
IP Moons c Stems b Poms. 

pw jaroc WeUbStauena 

AAKhannaout 


-84 


g M^O rtfc 4-87. 5117,8129, 7-307.8347. 

ssrsassi^FSssig: 

0; Vaughan 17-4-53-0; Moms 9-3-2 9-0. 
mSKSWRE - Saeond 

M D MaNon mt out 12 

M P Vau*an not out 
Ettas (El. rM) 


of the Championship, albeit 
only by a point 

Without contrivance, how- 
ever, there is little chance of con- 
juring a positive result and there 
is no chance of the two captains 
conferring and coming to a 
mutual compromise, not after 
Thursday’s shenanigans when 
feelings ran high during the 
pitch battle. The object of their 
disagreement turned in a dtsap- 
pomting performance as weU, the 
pitch’s lifelessness contributing 
to the negative turn of events. 

Gloucestershire in any case 
were forced to spend too long 
over the residue of their first in- 
nings, and there was almost as 
much time lost fetching the 
ball from the boundary (a task 
for both sides) on a day of less- 
than-distinguished bowling. 

Somerset, however, did begin 
well, Simon Ecclestone knock- 
ing off 30 in just 17 balls. Then- 
captain Peter Bowler found the 
boundary as easOy as Young bad 
earlier in the day to reach a half- 
century - his first in the Cham- 
pionship for two months. 

T^efoer with Mark Lalhvvell, 
who js just rediscovering his 
touch, Bowler shared in a cen- 
tury partnership for the third 
wicket. LathweU was markedly 
quicker in reaching his half- 
century — 82 balls and seven 
boundaries confirming his tim- 
ing and choice of shot. He 
pulled imperiously and drove 
unstoppably-all in unspeakably 
hot and h umi d conditions. 

Woods wades 
in to save 
Lancashire 

ROUND-UP 


Nathan Wood rescued Lan- 
cashire against Warwickshire at 
Blackpool yesterday. Needing 88 
to wrap up their fourth champi- 
onship win in five games, Lan- 
cashire hit trouble at 45 for 6 
from 24 avers, after Warwick- 
shire’s Graeme Welch had ac- 
counted for five of their batsmen. 

But Wood, the 22-year-old son 
of former Lancashire and Eng- 
land opener Barry, held Lan- 
cashire together before Warren 
Hegg and Gary Yates saw them 
through to a three-wicket win 
Wood’s painstaking innings 
lasted two-and-three-quarter 
boureandhefiwedmbalklOT 
his 26 runs to shore up one end. 
He was dismissed by Dougie 
Brown with the score on 67, but 
Hegg and Yales made sure there 
Mud be no more mistakes. 
Hegg scored 16 from 52 balls 
and Yates 14 from seven balls, 
and his third four took Lan- 
cashire past the target. Then win 
took them into joint fifth 
m the table, level with 
widtshire and Yorkshire. 


-13 


j* 


20 


EttM ®& b7. «a nbd). 


3? 


RIDroWftlbwbSNM — 
MCJffeDe Jongs VRdss . 

A M Sratzfi not tkff 


-14 


BOW Qrt. 1)2, *4, no24)_ 


.18 

-1 


-34 


TOM Ctor 8 Boc. 89-3 mart) ...a 

Fan (cant}: 5445, 6-282. 7-310, 8-342. 

Did art bat J J Lew. 

Bowin g Rose 22-^8-55-*; Sfoe 15-3-79-2; 
fen Trout 16-2-890; Musrtsq 28-5-98-1; 
Borter 5580; Jams 2-0-190; Tmscott** 
30-18-1. 



* 


TottJ Ctor B, 117owirO Xv> 

Wtoyao^a. 3-70,4-222. mss, ear, 
lb bat J J Botes. A D idwante, M A ttobran. 

iWMgJ MB Onra rt M-3R0; 
(hereon 42-30-122-3; Pwsons 24-8-43-2; 
“»*« SUMMblM 124-32-0: Mtot 
dy 9-l-2<M3! Swam 2-1-5-1; Nbon 204-0. 
LBCESnStSHRg *V J VWh, D L foddy, B F 
^.OlStortwMCJotinwfi. G j MacMfen, 
tP A Nwn. ft J ftmens, J Omend, A R K Pter- 
■on, A D MuMh. 

Droptac M J JCcftan and N T Ptows 

Uoder -19 last Match 

SecoraJ efiy of four, 11.0 today 

Eagtaod v Zimtotowo 

anbrtnwaon rou 

BJBBASICM: ZtottUMB. rttti tm sroonMi. 
rtMtttttsrtrofeng M« 2 » nro brtM 

ZMABME-MtantaffattlUAVanna- 
fen 50; R J SkteboODm 7-30). 


TV 

A 


To Ira *Dana. Bl Pafer. AMcOo*. tc ACfo^ 
mai, AC Monto. 6 M HmAon, P M Hfedfean, 
CEWSftrowod. ID fitter. 

G I Bvpu OM J W UmdS. 
aCOWaCHAMnONSMPfflrol dro or 
fof7^ fee 

M 4 tor 0; Nonnafl«tonsr*e 1E3 and 249. 

L O iOrttoirtli rW w vu ffladfay (8- 

nei tty orftro^ Wnrtcfast*e 273 ana 8B.tor 
7d«s Gtarorpn 354. WerrtctoMw won toy 
262 nm. 

Starting today 

WIH(EKK(rote,Z«);CnirtBj; 
fox v Esse*. OH Traffimfc Lancattke * wa- 
wtdahta. Lortfc MtoOasa v Kamniwa. 
Hote u n oun: MorBronpiararcre v Womessr- 
ttka.TaantoR&xnercav<SouaGtarchkB,Tba 
wet Stray vDutwn. Brofto wro ; Sugex y 

l a toee w ahea 

MWDR COUNIES flHAMliOHMP (twodert, 
13.Q}: FrtMond Ct Bvtefoj v WBaftne. 
grote ftidagwrtttrov Camtr<gttte St 

Aurtofc Cwrwffll y QdM&hn. teliwnhroE 

NerMk V aft*. !■— id. Nnm u tta na nd y 
Uncofnshaa Weitogton: Strcpttue v Dorset 
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LIVE commentary! 
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ROUND UP 

0891 525 075 
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Moving image: Jean Alesf takes his Benetton-Renautt round the Hungarormg at high speed during practice yesterday 


Photograph: Empics 


Coulthard confident of his position 


Motor racing 


DERICK ALLSOP 
reports from Budapest 


Championships and contracts 
are powerful incentives, or per- 
haps it was just coincidence. Ei- 
ther way. Michael Schumacher 
and David Coulthard backed up 
their causes with emphatic 
statements on the track here 
yesterday. 

Schumacher arrived for to- 
morrow's Hungarian Grand 
Prix with a 10-point lead in the 


championship and collected a 
Ferrari ch 


new Ferrari chassis. Despite a 
late spin, he made good use of 
it, registering the fastest time in 
unofficial practice. 

Second best was Coulthard, 
a timely performance to rein- 
force ins prospects of staying 
with McLaren-Mercedes next 
season. Damon Hill is coveting 
one of the silver cars and the 
Scot is intent on ensuring it will 
not be his. 

Schumacher dominated pro- 


ceedings all day, apparently 
confirming the optimism he ex- 
pressed a fortnight ago. The 
German, however, is a master 
at containing Italian euphoria 
and a gain urged caution in his 
camp and among his followers. 

He said: “It is very much like 
last year for us here. We are 
quick on one lap, but Tm not so 
sure about a race distance. We 
have not done enough work yet 
to know." 

Schumacher had a more pos- 
itive view on the contribution of 
Eddie Irvine, his team-mate for 
another season, in testing last 
week. “Eddie did a lot of work 
and did a good job,” be said. 

Much the same can be said of 
Coulthard's labours yesterday. 
Aseason which began with awin 
and continued with a series of 
impressive drives lost a little mo- 
mentum in the last two races and 
HOl’s seemingly strengthening 
links with McLaren intensified 
the pressure on the Scot Sud- 
denly he, as well as Mika Hakki- 
nen, was under threat. 


US yearling sale ends 
on a positive note 


Fasig Tipton’s three-day Sarato- 
ga Yearling Sales ended on a 
positive note with the overall av- 
erage attaining its highest lev- 
el since 1990. There was also a 
news sales topper to contend 
with. Tuesday's record crumbled 
when Demi O "Byrne went to 
$1.4 million to buy a Gulch colt 
The son of Gulch, purchased 
on behalf of John Magnier and 
Michael Tabor, is closely relat- 
ed to top-class American per- 
formers, A P Indy and Summer 
SqualL O'Byrne said: “It vs the 
same cross' as the Kentucky 
Derby winner Hiunder Gulch. 
I thought I might have to go to 
a million dollars, but never this 




le average price rose 13.5 


per cent to $183,384 compared 
to last year, with the median ris- 
ing a healthy 15.4 per cent 
from $130,000 to $150,000. 

Corey Nakatani, suspended 
a month for elbowing an ap- 
prentice out of the saddle after 
a race at Del Mar last Sunday, 
has decided not to appeal. 
Nakatani will be sidelined from 
1 1 August to 10 September. He 
will be required to attend a 
course in anger management 
and his licence will be on pro- 
bation for one year. 

The Grade One 199S Flori- 
da Derby has received a 
$250,000 cash injection. The 
Florida Derby, due to be run on 
14 March next year, will cany 
a total purse of $750,000. 


RACING RESULTS 


MARKET RASEN 

2.10: 1. D7IAAN lA P McCoy) 4-6 fev; 2. 
John Tufty 5-1; 3. Hew Gotf Diamond 7- 
L 9 ran. 1%. a <M Plpsj. tote: £1 70; £im 
£1.50, £2 AO. Dual Porecwt £3.50. Com- 
puter Siralgtt Forecast £4.61. Trw. £9-90. 
winner MoicM « for 3,000 guineas. 

2.40: 1. RAGLAN ROAD (R Johnson) 11- 
A; 2. An Valentine 14 -1; 3- Santefca Boy 
4-5 fan. 5 ran. 10. 30. /Mas A Embmcos). 
Tate: £4-Qft fXSO. £A30. DF: £2320. CSF: 
£26.20. 

3 AO: &. GENERAL MOUKIAR [A P Mc- 
Coy) 13 -Slav; 2. Uoaboilkr 9-2:3. Oenfclg 
Bridge 5-2. 4 tan. neck. 8 . <M Pipe). Tote: 
£2.40. Dual Forecast £4.50. Computer 
Stragf* Forecast £7.83. 

3j40s3. < nMPMNCBr{40at)bnt5-2feK 
2. StuMo SWne 6- 1; 3. innocent Cenge 
9-2. S wi. 1, 2 Yj- (P Monratti). Tots £2^0: 
£160, £2.40. OF: £1030. CSF: £16.13. Grty 
three fimstwcL 

405: J. EUPHORIC ILLUSION (Bctetti 

Guest) J&e.ltfw;2-McM■M«n8rl;a&. 

Mlmraas!>-2.eran.l5-8JltavSa>tn^•r>- 
<n 1 * f4tW- 30. 12. CdesSSnW. Taka; £200 
£UB0. E2JSO. DF: £12.60. CSF: £15,94. NFC 
SKmey Street 

■ AA5: t. ME MON (M A FiE&Gkft 1S-U 
2. Thema Arena 15-8 far; 3. Lagan 5-1. 11 
nn. 3 'h. Vf*. (M BWbyl.TWiKfASaO; £3 JXK 
£2X0. SAXO. DF: £17.50. CSF: £4510 Tit- 
ease £169.03. T«r £30.80. 
ptaoapot: £1371X7. Ooadpot £300. 
piece 6: £61-48. Plaot 5: £4939. 


3J70: 1. ATLANTIC OESKE (D hottandj 5- 
2 tan 2. Rapier 6-1; 3. Flamboyance 4-1. 
5 MB. 1, 1%. (HJetnam, MkkfehamJ. Tots 
£3 DO; £1.50, £2.10. DF: £1450. CSF: 
£15.67. 

030: i MOSRZ (4 QarW 3-1: 2- Ynte 
11-2: 3. Al Masraor 8-1. 12 ran. 7-4 lav 
Dueao *4th). 5. 1%. OR Atelust, Epsom). Tote 
£liaOr fa 00. £2.60. £1.70. nm Ftocasc 
£4140. CSF: £4690. Trtcaac E345A9. Twr. 
£9230. 

4475:1. SUPREME THOUGHT (MFerttel) 
7-1; a. CetainSne 20-1; 3. Syfraa Dancor 
7.1 10 ran. 11-4 ftir Soap On Degn (5th|. 
2, sts-M. (L G Cottrell, CultaRipten). Tate: 
£7.80; £2.00. £520. £2.00. DR £57.70. 
CSF: £126.38. Tncase £956.37. Tr*a: 
£261.90. 

4J9:l.EBNGTISCHIff (GHamarO 10- 
3; 2. Dfd&tvt Dam 5-2 tar. 3. Wrar Stew 
5-1. 8 ran. hd. 4. (M Usher, East Gaston). 
Tote; £3,70; £120, £130. £320. Dual Fore- 
cast £3.50. Computer Strain Forecast 
£10.66. Tncast £3553. 

Jackpot £2038040 (patwon, £25306.99 
canted toward to Newnsrtet today). 
Ptacapoe £17230. qtratort: £6430. 
PVace Sr. £190.73. Ptoca 8: £12025- 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


SALISBURY 

SJJCfcl-DGSan- beauty (Pte&MByi 10 - 
u far; 2- VMailea 7-1; 3. terray raia lS- 
L«n ran. *<. Th. (M Swum, Newmotef). 

fiS* £U0. £1-60. £530. OF: £5.10. 
CSF; £735. Tna £5530. 

m!XiSSS!SS^i 

tSS:S!SSg‘SSSSS!^ 

£10.60. CSF: £2338. 


IvTHEIWPEPEN™ 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 



020: X CLERMONT CITY ID Hanson) 1A- 
1: 2. Grairaaiia 10-1: 3. OaMc OamAart 5- 

1. in ran. 4-6 tev Trghoope (4tnj- 1Y-. nk. 
IP ChapptoHyem. Maroon). Tote: £ 26 - 20 ; 
£4.70. £14X1 £2.00. Duel ForacaaC £9170. 
CSF: £129.90. Trtcasu £755.50. Trio: 
£156.70. 

350: 1. ALL IN LEATHER (F Lynch) 4-1; 

2. Rnttaod Chantry 1-2 tav. 3- CaoUoa 15- 

1 9 raw. 12 . 3. WJUBPS. N awnat taC. Tbtee 
£4.70; £J_40, DJO. £250. DF; £150. CSP. 
£5.67, TrkK £4030. 

320: 1. NHHXM U Tata* 6-1; 2. Ab- 
solute liberty 9-2: 3. Sen Ya Mate 8-1. 
11 ran. 100-30 tov Canadian Fantasy. 5. 

U Eustace, Newmarket), Tote: £12 80; 
£530, £3 AO. £430. Dual Forecast £6ft4a 
CSR £33126. Tncast £213.16- Tote Trio: 
£703a 

3JBO: 1. VK1AGE NATIVE © ftalttorf 20- 
1; 2. Agnz 8-1: ftlhireTo Ry 7-4 fa*- 13 
an. 3. 4. (V^C un n ^w/ Tv-Biwn, StoctartdBp). 
Tcore £19-00; £4.40. £130. £140. DR 
£70.10. CSF: £16731 Tries* £41135. Tria 
£17830. 

4-25: L FEATHERSTONE LANE (M 
VWtfwri) 5-1; 2. Marjorie Ron 4-6 W, 3- 
Tkfra Tfcto lining 40-1 9ran. lfcM 
LSWdan, Tadcasteri. Tote: £6-40; £1.60. 
£1.10. £3- 7a Dual Forecast £3 3a CSR 
£834. Tna £343a Thera was no tio ton» 
wnntr. 

435: L CERTAIN MAGIC (P DdSI 10-i" 
2. Strata) Gate 6-1; 3. Danctaa Quean 3- 
1. 6 ran. 5-4 fev Aiagna (Ettd. sht-hd, S3. 
(W Mtef, Lumtuwnr. tuk f 12.30; EASo. 
£330. DF: £17.50. CSF; £81.08. 
Ptoeont £348-70. Quadpct £7330. 
Place ft £206.76. Pfaee ft £6303. 


Coulthard responded in the 
mos eloquent manner. He was 
only two-tenths of a second 
slower than Schumacher and, 
off the circuit also, he present- 
ed a strong case for another sea- 
son’s employment at McLaren. 

“I don’t feel Tm under threat 
1 think 1 have done a stroog job 
for the team. Tm not saying Da- 
mon has had his day because 
Nigel Mansell and Alain Frost 
won titles in their late thirties," 
Coulthard said. 

‘Damon is a quick driver, al- 
though its difficult to gauge what 
his motivation has been this 
year. I don’t know whether be 
would do a better job. It’s a 
question of whether or not 
people see him as the future. 
Tm not a boxer, standing here 
saying Tm better than him and 
can do this and that I have con- 
fidence in my ability and can do 
my talking on the track. 

“1 am comfortable with my 
performance. I am in only my 
third full season in Formula One 
and think I have a lot to offer. 


1 think I can still improve. Fm 
26 and have another 10 years 
before I get to Damon's age. If s 
impossible to say whether or not 
Damon will improve any more, 
because maybe he can show he 
is a bom again driver. 

“I don't think there is any dan- 
ger he wiQ be given my place, but 
then I am looking through my 
eyesatmyperibnnaiKeandbow 
1 compare with him. McLaren- 
Mercedes may look at it differ- 
ently, but I have sbown I can win 
races and I am going to be 
cheaper and younger.* 

Hill his talks with Sauber 
having ended, boasted his own 
market value with fifth place in 
the Arrows Yamaha, so how 
about an all-British line-up at 
McLaren? 

Coulthard, who partnered 
Hill at Williams- Renault in 
1994 and 199S, said: ‘1 don't see 
why there shouldn't be two 
Brits in the team. You have to 
go with the best drivers! would 
be happy to be Damon Hill's 
team-mate a gain. I think we 


work well together. But Mika 
and I are both quick drivers and 
we’ve been getting as much 
out of die car as possible." 

HTT1 was grounded for much 
of the afternoon session with a 
gearbox problem, but was in- 
stantly quick once released, tak- 
ing advantage of tyres patently 
suited to the circuit. He finished 
just behind the Williams of 
Heinz-Hacald Frentten. Jacques 
Vflleneove, Schumacher’s clos- 
est challenger, in the other 
Wiliams, was a distant 11th. 

Vflleneuve and Williams are 
in danger of losing more and 
perhaps even decisive ground to 
Schumacher and Ferrari here. 
The Canadian said: ‘'Ferrari 
have obviously been domg 
something and it is working. If s 
annoying because it makes our 
life harder. But we are also 
working on a few things. ’Rfc are 
confident. We must close the 
gap on Ferrari." 

The competition between 
the two teams, and especially 
the resurgence of Schumacher 


and Ferrari, is proving good for 
business here. Ticket sales have 
been booming. AH welcome 
news for the promoter, one 
Bernard Charles Ecclestone, 
Formula One’s impresario. 

His influence here appears to 
know no bounds. He vented his 
displeasure last year, when his 

r+iaiifFe nr- rimyn Irrnfnisrne was 

held up on a narrow access track 
by the volume of traffic. This 
year a new road conveys card- 
carrying personnel to the circuit 
gate. It is called Benue Avenue. 

HUNMtMN GRIND FKXISteKtey} Fnettra 
Umax 1 M Srtwnacrqr (Goff Fwran Inin 
17.S63MC <l£4.«32mpftl: 2 D Cattail (GBI 
Metoiwi Mracanra 1A2310; 3 1 Truffl CD) 
pnw-MugBri-Honda ld.7348: * H-H ftentran 
fGeri WEoms-Ferautt 13.7384; 5DH9UGB) 
Afliras-Yamwa 1A&161; 6 R Srturaeh* (Go) 
; 130388: 7 R BartcteBo BO 


Pei&ot IAR 586; 9 E I m* (GBI tana 
1AB.73430 J Heexw (GBI Sauter-Betrenw 
13&796,- IX J VEwuraJCtal Ntenraftra* 
1:18305; 12 J Magpussen fOenj Stwwn-Fcrt 
108356; 13 6 B&tJF CAufl BeneTtxvtaBJi 
108.923; 14 J Versapuai (Nam) TyOTfrftrt 
109346: 15 J Arts {Ri BntelteK 
109.356: 18 U Kaaysroa (Japan) Mmarei-Ksn 
1 -iQSair 17G Motedrti ft} Sater-Fominas 
las -567; 38 P one [B1 Atmws- Yamaha 
120002: 19 MSMottaliyTreB-Fad 1 on 106; 
20 N HaMonsn (Rn) McLaren -MerMflss 


120A78; 21 s Naim> Uapani Prost-Miresn- 

MmtH-hart 


Hand* 120414; 22 7Manjue5 31 
I20.TO7. 


Italians may 
have the 

Fastnet 





STUART ALEXANDER 
reports from Cowes 


The fresh air of purpose blew 
through the Solent yesterday, 
with a racing breeze and some 
sunshine finally greeting Cowes 

Week. Accordingly, tiie Admi- 
ral's Cop teams completed then- 
final preparations ahead of to- 
day’s finale, the Fastnet Race. 

In Lymingtoo, Southampton, 
HamWe^and even Plymouth, the 
nine Whitbread 60s appeared 
ready for the task at hand. A 
handful of maxis, including 
Morning Glory, Hasso Plat- 
tnefs Sydney-io-Hobait record- 

breaker, were hoping the 
forecasters had got it wrong and 
there would be stiff breezes for 
die 605-mfle journey around the 
rode off the south-west coast of 
Ireland and back to Plymouth. 

More than 250 yachts have 
entered, including 200 dub- 
class racers and a dozen muin- 


eariystages-such^wteffiwftJ 

gpout to sea, avoiding theBart- 
laod tidal gate, or to stpyn^ 
where they can ai : least amdwr 
if there & no wind overnight - 
there are opportunities for ma- 

Zealanders, just 16 points - or 
four places on Fastnet sconng- 
behind the Americans, know 



finlk which are competing for 
the first time. The multi-hulls. 


featuring some of France’s top 
hk, will sail a longer course- 


boots. v 0 

With light airs forecast, the 
only word of caution - competi- 
tors are ever-aiert after the trag- 
ic Heaths in the storms of 1979 
—was that a rogue low-pressure 
system could sweep in on Mon- 


day or Tbesday. That would gt>- 


vide enough punch for a 

downwind ride home and play 
into the hands of the Italians, 
whose challenge for honours is 
(ed by their big boat Madina. 

The Fastnet has always 
proved the deciding race in the 
Admiral's Cup, and last time, in 
1995, the Americans went in with 
a seemingly secure 25-point 
lead, only to see the Italians ex- 
ploit some light air conditions 
and grab the cup by the slender 
margin of a quarter of a point. 

This year the Italians are ly- 
ing fourth, 23 points behind the 
Americans. As the Fastnet 
counts for quadruple points, 
they have to make up six places, 
an average of two in each of the 
three divisions. With major tac- 
tical decisions to be made in the 


sell Courts, on board their big 
boat Numbers, is the right man 
for the pressure occasion. Ger- 
many. in third place, have been 
known to spring the odd anpnse 
and cannot be written oft. 

The British, too, although 
languishing in sixth place of the 
seven three-boat tearre, wffl be 
happy with a test of skill m light 
air It will suit their two bif*er 
boats, Graham Walker’s 4S-^ 
Comm Indulgence and 1 
Buckingham's 40-foot Easy - 
Tim Barratt’s Muaun 3o 
Bradamante. in the hands of the 
Olympic silver medallists John 
Merricks and Ian Walker, races 
on equal terms with all the oth- 
er Mumms and is capable of 
footing it with the best boats- 
Cowes Week finally provid- 
ed perfect conditions for the X- 
boats yesterday after they had 
had on!v one race in six days. 
The course-setters wailed an ex- 
tra couple of hours so that the 
900 yachts could start in a set- 
tled breeze. 



The number of days be- 
tween Sheryl Swoopes, of j 
basketball’s Houston Com- 
ets, giving birth and playing 
in the WNBA. Swoopes, who 
turned out on Thursday for 
the victory over Phoenix Mer- 
cury, last played in the 1996] 
Olympic final. 
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HYPERION 

2J0AMr£MCNnakter&lD Epic Stand 340 
Durgams First 4J5 SJg And Dance 4-45 fenny- 
hotane 


mat* M Aterir, 11-4 SGtet Of Saccate, 7-1 ftenate, B-liaytot 
ftte,l0.lto3ctt t mi»UXlttjiUWBeiloB,29Xlto^nte^ 
33-1 TtaadtriRg Pteoosa 


•22311 EP1CSTWOC21)R2XWajRsrnstei390_ 

■saeoz HounauE{7)(DiuB6br58u 

124100 0GP0LGEU{14) tC)(QP&uer4Bll — 
052300 THWMB (B) (Q r WaEon 589- 


.ACteNS 
TtumarnSB 
— KDvrtyS 


4.45 


GO RACING IN YORKSHIRE HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) £3^00 added 6f 


0000® RKSTOR (3fi) W J BanS 4 7 12- 

-101 


FEtenfl 

<5)10 


GOING: Good to Finn (watered). 

STALLS: Sualgfd - sunds side; 1m Cfi 2m - centre; rest - lo- 

Me. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: H«h from 6rio Ira. 

■ Left-hand, dght ctwree, with a one mfle strain course. 

■ Courae Is off A108F- (*Jfftpoac<l bom AfiB). Rcdear sattoi (Dw^ 

ttngum - Saitburn die) WOyrl ADMISSION: Otdi S12; Paddock 
S8 (OAP» £350]; Course 5250 (OAF* SI 25). CARPARK: Free. 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Momftte 13-10). Lord Discord (rt- 
sor, 4.15), Imperial Line M.46I. PaWort 14.15), Mow t,»kor. 4.45). 
WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: Bwr Swlpi £1.45) raraailtek 
•» Sotenta^. 

LONG-DRTANCB RUNNERS: Aterir tilO) ha* been sera 310 n*» 
byj Dunlop bom Arundel, W. Sussex; Sooty Term (3.10) sent 267 
into 1? JM Bradley from Swfcnry. OwenL 
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BEDALE SELLING STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,300 added 2» 6f 
13 o«Masi{so}jJOMeu k m*io 


REnMft M n* SteBd. 92 Sooty Tom, 81 Brat « M. 74 Ryraate 
ft — te n , a rwn r . frl MKM Tteraoh, 10-1 Mnrton. IS- tOtpriSem, 
20-1 Sato 


050 CBCUREBI (43) J 9erq 8 11. 


Jtaohg2 


432403 BBBCOOMO(17) WaJ(teradBn811 OFa— U 

0040 ni73-«raaaiyaii LCtetediiB 

ROBSVTHE BUR H Fjtej B U RWtetoCDS 

04650 SEVOTH HEAVEN EB] D NdRtS 8 U GP»«n(3)6 

003003 SMUWTaB9MMDodiail IFRMo* 


a40 


4«046 DWMMU»L(qKHa«B6 
0 J0UHU£(14)JWa«nrt^aa 


05 UWIWCWU£{ia}TEo*ty8 
HOOMJGMIHjrj W>aUd86 
-lldnctarnd- 



MARY REVELEY RACmG CUB CLAMMG 
STAKES (CLASS F) £3300 added lm 6f 
100622 CUIGWS TOST (1DJ <P) fff) IfeM %rte;598.-A Catena 4 
04 RADOC (12) WHa®: 5 9 7 NOajl 


5SB32A aMnDCRUSNSie2}MsMFte«ley696-S0BHia6B 

OCOOO RSC SPABRW (24) N Titer 794 KDafey3B 

-00060 FWE5DU£raKM(19FW3&(rt491 IFE0B2 

5000- O*4l4CMC00Kp2^ J L Eye 4 8 13 DMnS 

-6l 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

8 

7 

8 

9 

10 
U 
12 


000421 9RMO«M^(Q<Q0Ncl«fcS10LJUHtoara4l7 

400000 NWTtlS>WMWErtwby591L 6M*>(3}3 

100000 MUM««n4nnteJtonten7910-ACitena21 

06(1300 «UfiGAU00N(5)Jj0ltefl39 7 .OPenl 

402204 60UM 00R0THV (S] 7 Eastetjy 4 9 6_ .TWte»23: 

00386 MEIMX (7) Mss S HM 4 9 3 NftajS 


362325 CAteOWBUR 00 « 1 Essnstiy 4 9 2 _LCtan ncklSB 

504000 NAMIEON STAR (9) (D) S Bamng 6 9 1 — CTte0n (3) 10 
005000 SWVJiUSSJ (5 (D)JC*r 4 90 AGdrttl3 


450600 PEIMC0{7)mNSn«n99Q Amanda Smlcrs IS) 7 

506020 RBMVHDUC(17)AMtoand69a WJO’CcmorZO 

034302 RSrOST3W(6)MDDds4 90 JF^mlSV 


13 000264 SIBseiSONS SOCKET (7) 9 Fahey 6 8 12 -SUtetoo <7)6 

14 300660 RBMAHJT{7)(BF)DMchab4ail. KDotaylS 


BETW6: 4-5 Dtnpras fiirt. 2.lCtartty Cnsate, 10-lMaUe, M-l ft» 
Spmtm, 1M HomaMaMa. 20-1 0— raacook 


BE17MB: M BwCodlte, « OteaMaf, MUnooPoW, 6-lCkotecr, 
Soraw Ttoo, lM rm Too. Seractt Howte, m Mootetf* Fit, JA-l 
MMrtlto Braes, 19-1 Jol ma, 20-1 Ladr RocMo 


415 


WUX CRi RB) CROSS MADEN HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) ESflOO added lr»2f 


15 403451 mBB(5XiN(7)(P)WWBn9n«ne489-AMcCartqr(7)aA 

16 000002 LA70UCH(7}ft4JJGUnrt488— _£tayUBMtcM 14 

302450 IQOORY(20)|C5 (0) DOBflman6g 7 KMR3B 

005100 PAUXKT C7) 01) M HammondS 8 J>ooMM8B 

00033 (OSeCAST (4S) 0BJ K Magr 485 Jo Human (7) 13 


215 


OFSNNMGTON MAD0* STAKES (CLASS 
D) £4£50 added 2YO fflUes 7t 


3 A!JMRH(USA}(22) JCLnfopSll. 
ARCnCMtEWeymesar 


JtOteoyX 

JOteanl 


006 DOUaSORBWWIteASrtte^aiL—WJOTtomort 

0 TTMtom* 

53 RBAaWOAfQP&anaeH IFE§m6 

scar OF SUCCESS flSAJMSSouteflll no M r 


0 TXAOKRERDE (6(9 TO tenor 811. 


LCtemock9 


■sp37CT ROTHMANS RCWALS NORTH SOUTH CHAU 
3J»| LENGC SERIES (HANDICAP) (CLASS D) 
£6^XX) added lm 

. 340000 SAWN (Ml wo terns ICO—... Nto«V 


f7)T 

IB 


130113 S4WjyiB»h7)nJMBa*Vl097 — S 

011240 ffiSrOFAILB(CO)JBeny595 L - - 

400544 BJMfflAKm0«fiU)W<JHDlfr»s992.*JTOMW2 
351056 GUilABI (S) P6 tes J tansdan 4 9 1 OPtenS 


322 BUY BO WSE |23) MBS SlWh3 9 13 0 tost 

630060 FQRESrMBMtl2)(BntesJtaTtden493jBainWnt(7)5 

03464 UM) DISCORD (MJT Bh** 3 8 13 LCtenoch4V 

0M24 CEANOmOS(M}NH4®s3813 to Hun— a [7)3 

003365 BEAU ROBERTO (7) J &ftto 38 4 T Tim Will 

00500 0UtASB4r(Bl) MMT£aBte%362 Utete«7 

364366 SMAM>0AHCEtl9)EVW>TTW4 82 RMmn(7)2 

-Ttedmed- 

BE1T1NC 5-1 Cnootton, 7-2 UKd Discard, 5-1 IMj NomaKa, ii-2 ft*, 
art Robin, 6-1 Bote Roberto, 18.2 Sb« tad Uaon. 16-1 ton Bqy 


03606 HTSnQUES»M£(33)JGoWe^3X. 


JFoattRl 2 
.TSUU(7)B 


53600 WSS ARAGON (BHD) tez,L9<tt* 9 M3 

000 flMSBALUE(lQAte*icAara3 712.ANGboBs(7)UB 
60040 WattlZ4M»{7)JBBttng4 710 Jtado(7)22 


C6005Q MU-ARHK {7) WK GOkkQjd 9 7 10 
- 24 dndarod - 


JtMitoO«V 


Jftdiwn «^it m 10b. Tn» handtep oa^ns: Madam Ztonu 7a SBt. Mu- 
Atth 7SL 8tL 

BEnMB: 5-1 Grand temmau, 6-1 ) I N aa n ■■ nr, MB M m w , 8-1 Bate 
Dorote, lO-lStophteNteflOdiat, WsLlATweb, 12-iHaniy, Rskedar, 
Natetoi Star, 14-lPsktet, Ruujbclm, BnerEos^ 30-1 oSm 


HYPERION 

5LSO Harlequin Wait &20 Salamanca 6S0 Dash- 
ing Invader 720 Pinup 750 Double Matt &20 
Khafaaq 


GOING: Turf- GoodioSoft(45mraof rain In I2h»); AW-Scan- 
dsrd. 

STALLS: Turf- steads aide; AW -Inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Turf. - high 6fte 7T 140yds; AW- Lo* 


062060 EASHBGH 08) (0 R Hoftehead 8 9 4 DltofttoCnB 

-SLOW RSCAnOP«)e26IWWteA3»2 AftMJSJJUS 

204400 ZAWAW(5)TOJMBB*y6Bll. - Wwg gg 

-06066 8HEH4S0R£A*M1®1 Gl-Uocra 4 8 11 — SIHdtterl618B 
540054 HWmUWMRUt77(qmROSiJhane8U«>tonll 

025000 LAOTBOWGR (ZQ J ftMte>585 AftoftSU 

60453 BAP5R)ro(MJGLteW8 384 A<tedt4 


ww twjrvw i. rnmb * « - - ^ ' 

035000 CAKAWIIABMALAOEIEJICSIDThaniflBS F Rate 9 

06004 RONS R0UD C16| C Dayor 3 7 13 HWrt^l 

-00054 MOOYHURRrCM) N<Mb^nn3 7 11 B D wteBlOB 

00640 LOarrsaRLKO) Hto£ary3710 NAdnoT 


i Payer (3)8 


_ Left-tand. stop rarduIaUng course. 

■ Comae to SB of tom on B2Q38. LtogficWsCatioa (eened 
don, Vkloria) ugoins course. ADMISSION: Membcra A13, T4w»- 
Uy Endosure S9. CAR PARK: Chib S3; reca i lnda- free. 
BUNKERED REST TIM& Btocatto (6^0;. Sbeflas Dretrai 
CWkaprawy (rtwr, 7.20), Kbaflra% (820). 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAI&&utertood (850) won rt rbft- 
MnetaTuadw, SUoterA»poc»(A50)»iciJ otUnrftod laat&ano^ 
dry. Gold Ed*e (7-60) win ai Chepura on teaton RUkSt Jota(8Ja>) 
WOO a. (fewmarieei toSrtnntoy. 

UW&DaniNCS BUNNBB& Mtowr Asycto (860) tobe«ae» 
270 mto by M Johnsum &«o NBddRtem, NVodss; Solaraaaco 
sent 308 antes by J Barr Coctartagi. Lawy Bcdwdfl rrtace 
(Ol&O) and CtaBrapans (7 JO) sent 255 rato by Mb LS uMomm 
KunonSerate, NYcfcs totted ©^OjottFtotewt ntoera(7m) 
sna 158 mtotyHHoMattrad&ora Upper London. Salto. 


000060 BOLDETNOMCU) WJasa»3 710 — 

-14 ( tote a d - 

Wnlnwnaeifc TRldto. Tnefar*fcap»«W'CfloWBAto r 7Sl8<i 
BenWfc M AnaoL 4-1 KariqtM WaA, S-l BMctoM. MCM* ter- 
ntete 8astoa»DwaavlO"lZ«teBB,lHEaBto(pi,Rteentto,14-l 
Urtyaowar. 16-1 Patty Horry, 20-1 oteia 


5 500613 0ASHWGMIWD0lflJSA}{19) Pl«n®480— JNort»4B 

6 CQQ34& WRH«IAD»»MM6«Je980 EBdteRl{7)7S 

7 220516 BSJOUBI reffICE C21) (C) Mrs L StWte 10 8 0 JQterl 

8 015013 aPOMR»mCQ«r37lO_ ABBtoaax 

9 00645 JUT WOO (125 BPww 3 7 10, 

-Bdacterad- 

tankrum *t&c r* 20to. Rue fanefcap vetgvs: Stpoeti 7st 3ft m M» 
W3L 

BOTRC S-2 Dattineinradir.M.PiBato Nwy, 4 -IMWh Aspecto, 1M 
StooMR, 7-1 SosiAna, 8-1 esttte fttea, 10-1 Moran (tt, m Mte 

Rnditoa, 16 Jftr Wood 


-01244 DON PH>£ (12) (D) (8F) R Bwb 0 9 9 J* Etteiy 1 

601693 «TW«JSA)fl](DlMU»er897 R Street 8 

60140 THHDBWTri«>(D5Sn»398... w Ryan 2 


105&4O WALK HE BEAT (47) (C)(D) MMeade795 FNateU 

06036 DOUBLE MATT 53) (D) Me P 9y59 3 

S0U>B g WCTMO»wan3Sl BOaytoG 

6a»» ansnLH0onsBWp}RDs*oi99o_sssratoii 


k 


EBF LADY MARGARET NOVICE 
MEDIAN AUCTION STAKEL -.,- 
(GLASS F) £3,300 added 2YO fffies 6f 


105306 SBZUNG(l2)(D)RHamon5S22 KantoDiqeras 

004562 SS?£ISFS NSWW (17) (D) M tagae 3 7 U I toon 9 

MOOO DANCMJACX(22})Bnte4 710 «tote«3 

-Udtearad- 


6J20 


LOMBARD GOLDEN SPRINT STAKES 
(CLASS C) £6^00 added 2YO 5f 


34U HUNISIMIOOM WRHannai94 MantaD^iar®l 

2 43 CWBTJWMNCafc^Bn81D ftdMteyS 

3 00 SECOND SUM flB) J B 10 »Q*»2 

4 416438 DWS OF GRACE (7) (B) M MeadB87 RBHaad(7)4 

5 12403 SMAMWSiajWJterj-SS Clradtar^S 

-Sdednad- 

B£mN& 8-11 Ctefuta, 5-2 Steanaca, 10030 tettwood, Ifrltte* 

Of toco, SOSacoralsin 


156 BLUS«QVIcn*BABaUMwoe&2_ 
022106 PWWAL£Xf7)«Rtami90 


6 ta aa yj t^ B 

o Harms w m J t 


*ft*^ae<^7gia».riwfniiftapiraWeOgtotfJa*7gife. 

MoMalL WARM Best, 34-1 Saratee’iNeytan, 20-1 Danck« Jack 


03364 CHMAreifftfMSISUteQS S SratesRV 


&20 


0 BROSV9K)fllBS5(131}POHcte»i4an>88-Ri<aiei(tol 

0 HWHrTKEZW(16i J L tans 8 8 BDteto3 


COURIER NEWSRIPSTS 125TH, 
ANNIVERSARY LWITED STAKES 
(CLASS D) £4300 added 7f 


I 


<ITTI£ TOLERANCE JClAnan 8 8 

0 HNUP (28) G IMS B 8 


-J <tem 10 


oo BMwmiwi sarKI 

- m oeaor&a - 


lady ew selling HANDICAP (AWH) 

(CLASS G) £2*875 added lm 2 f 

02000 ra««(miM}MMail8rtrt810a — FDoa(7)3 


5.50 


6.50 


GUAROWORTH HANDICAP 
0XASS E) EAfOS added 2m 


BETIMft 7-4 Pboaa Max. 7^ CMkapaaqr, 4-1 BbtsM« Vktnta, M w. 
Mona. 84r«radte ltote«o t 9.1toaran,ig^ 1 ^^ 1 X 

ITS 


124120 AR£AMaHA|{lS)f0t4DO*8we68e. 


1 033221 l«S7HIAS7®20(7)(C0J HJrf»^4913-_JD«^a9V 

2 330601 tWUBBBimaTOCE^Bga^CUtttegS^ 

3 123108 S0QIMMP5 (C^Rfto»’7S10.^-*lartto(>raarW58 

4 30665 telMAUSWON (I) OLM00IB488 ^ACtekB 


7.50 


MALAWI GATWICK HANDICAP pRuyvil 
(CLASS E) £4fi25 added 6f 


300130 AUtotWJBttWWmmaitetLviSB^ItemS 
030000 M«Hm^BneJIMQeim79SjCwfclteli9V 

■31130 ROFFET SHNNET (103) R Hamm 3 9 1 DBUteS 

00-114 W«Bl8AHDBl(48)TOGYto«391 PatBMa^S 

022-31 SU( ST JOHN (7) U 1^3813 G Cater 7 

»«MQ07J(BnWSHan38a-.: TSpiteiUB 


9* BfflBB ” SCTR ^^^Stote38lO___Wt»a.4V 

1^30 MSWtoW(BUtav3810 Martin Dapr p) 

oowo DAmarr CREWS CM) CQeer 388 JUtorta 

«wo WRjEioacBOAta^aaa . , e waadRi 
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3°0354 DB«ME®mDterasrSnafi5910_^c» l oMteia« 
600504 MASW0rMS8aMCWCTJ6atoe910jS!Sa7 


-lOdoctend- 


renwft sa Xteto 7-2 sn st join, «w Water tote, 11-2 


03FM OAK ROSECMJMSTBPpwm 10 12 


42-225 MAS)SSH(MIHN(29DWrde610ft. 


-Wl 
-JSCBtod 


HYPHOON 
6:05 Master Showman 635 
tie Secret T3S Hunfcane OtakB 8DS ftstant Storm 
IL35 Young Palomsman 


4 

5 . . . 

6 RU56 ■CKYDOHET 907 (24) T McSOWm 8 ID 8 . 

7 03-FS3 new DOHmwpM fetes 7 J62 

8 00600 OaUOPM SIMS OB) B Ueradfl 5 10 Q ICuloty 

9 ppm i tt Mm uCTKaBtppSioa esa**,® 


WWUBB0WGR (RB4) RJ u d f *4 105__torS2 
-Gdvdand- 


BETHS: 84 Carts Secret, 2-1 GoMoner, 9-2 Circus Cotoa. 7-i 
Wraateyal. 12-1 Toed! SMra. 33-1 la^lrtoairtteff C0 "”' 71 






MMiw »e^ lto Tw nantttt Gaate« Gm te 13ft Mi- 

wotoftt®. 

BErme 114 Cohaqf Mnco. VI toarti Saacs, 5-1 Cad^ra FtoL Ol 
.lVlteOpknayBoy.ZS-l 




(CLASS D) £4*950 added 2m 7fUf^ 1 ’ 


i^lSroSKMfe Weratoa. fraeo; ?teeraate 


,1 SUQSDri IUL atf gi igPiw. - - 

Comae SS (OAFS SOBOL CAR PARK: TTree; pJodc area 

Mw ip^mgrTiiiB; Q adnaraMIl flUB). Olarara; tea 
(rtaor, 8.06), PWerfoJ 8firtt (845). 

WtNEBS IN LAST SEVEN DAIS: »rt«aloe 1036) ra» * Neraon 

Abbot o aSKSBdMj. 


[635 


WORCESTER ROWING CLUB r<£icvl 
NOVICE CHASE fCLASS B USJ mPnf'] 


added 2m 


BONNERS: Web Donton fd06)»t^lT2m»ea 
tom Benitenv^ D pwo: B«»I 66 SJ^ aemlBT 

mB»bvTMeGcweniff«n Le»W.B.Sutee*- 


1 06-231 NOUBir(te(CO)ATlliteUm5_ 

2 11121 W8iHUE(0SA)(7)(WtoM»5U2.. 

3 UW4F REUQM (71 H Manas 10 JO 12 

4 OPOfF WSTRESSTUDOR{7)8Alter6107— . 


1 33*3^- M CBgAto DIBRRAteauO 

2 3232a- »»R«S«toi4Dr(7t9C8tefcKionr^ii^Srt2 

3 a-lM IteCSOlS OtSI IM, p, jTTtocfcy 10 

MJlJUtortcaoeBttoSS^toevVlV^ 


3304 JSS2SSl^ AS#86,!r4u: 


~TBV 


— APMcCBf 
SCUR 8 B 


JftMB* 


[&D5 


BtohyT»cG<r«raatwaaUraw.B.Sateet- 


BEnB»26Tttntoa,M.NoLWH,lVl Wtarf, 3S-1 tertreas Tndor 


POLLY GARTER SELLING 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS G} 
£2^75 added 2m 

4OH0 CMPrsTfgrw 50 s (*» 5 u M -TJ 


mi 



7JD5 


ADAM BROWN BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION CLAMMG HWDLE 
(CLASS F) £2*575 added 2m 




(3J63 COUtoO’WMICSPJjCOtAf’JofesSUl APMtCW 


13533 C0WTOSSSJC7)P)MPto42l7. 


.-SWTmB 


1753-2 CAsnEseasr(Pi5)P)0Budaiiii2_j)jBtoM 

TOUCH SWlBt (5) B H Mawas 7 10 13 A Dante (7) 

54U&. mMA»inD(U2iJCi9teyted9ioiajft8i?Bittaia 


£2325 added 2m4f * 


s i 552 8,<CB > PB «« i 6i2o 

Rffl UGW(MITOjj H *n S 5 loa 

0335-1 


noj um j JjrtQfB 5 10 a 

£6405- BMIMfrotflBfltefraTinu. eu_ 
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«ESS 2ZESgSS2 ~;»»—> : r !SS 


C te»4109^JtDB»ao*: 

0 

1 


APMdto»B 


7 -.—A Thumb* 
— Su? Lorti pj y 


SSi S^ 5 ™? | { 7 >Blte«lra4104_ 

K SSSlSSKSCESSg 

UOPO. WBARWOM ( 7i ) ,j on ^7^’ _Jteef£2"™ 

0P64 CNBiyiinxoDia w JttOE J Xra (7) 


— c «« 

— ie dlteOrara^J ’*■ ’ V ^ 

Wdte, 25-lotos ^ eu< 






pearance today ai a German 

KSfr*" 1 ? 1 ' Michael -febbutfsia^ 

Dollar Obey aartj. aK ® S W, “ Bri3n 


£> f£o 




lMj* c> vs** 


THE , P^WD Em LL g^ 0AY 



A Snrint 

many pucten this aftemoonwfll " S l' n ter trained 


Lady a high flier 





be the ones in football boots 
fekfagoff a new season, some- 
thing which those w cfaaree of 
the raong programme seem to 
have admo^edged Mth 
relanvely low-key televised 
mectmsv but for one small 
tranra from north Devon it 


nf . nec * on a mountain top can reach a hat-trick 
victories at Newmarket today. Greg Wood reports 

amn S traditional technique 
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ifer.-r . 
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c»aki be the nx)st rewarding day 


I? 

to 
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of his short career. 

■fony Newcombe wfl} saddle 
Pansian lady in the Sweet Sol- 
era Stakes at Newmarket anil 
vfetoiyior the filly who coa him 


Sfo 810 “ - ol an ide al Joca- 
900 If 01 abovc ^ lw- 

«L Neweombe says, “but we 
go g« a warn, breie from the 


Gulf Stream, and we seem to 
have got an oasis which 


pro- 


duces freak blood counts in our 
horses. They have a very high 
level of haemoglobin, which 
means that there's a lot of oxy- 
gen in their blood, and we’ve 
done particularly well with stay- 
ing horses because of it," 
Staying was newer going to be 
Parisian Lady's game, however. 
A daughter of the sprinter Paris 
House, she also has Group-win- 


ning blood on her dam's side, 
which makes it all the more sur- 
prising that she could have 
been bought so cheaply. 

“She was a bit le ggy .** New- 
combe recalls, “and people 
didn't really take a shine to her, 
but there was nothing wrong 
with her and with that son of 
pedigree, we thought it was 
worth taking the chance." 


[ust 2,000 guineas as a yearling 
be.a priceless advertise- 



-r 






If Newmarket is the head- 
quarters of Flat racing, then 
Barnstaple is about as out-of- 
the-way as it is possible to get. 
and the nearest Flat track to 
Ifewcombe’s yard is 130 miles 
distant, but be would not have 
it any other way. “People keep 
telling me I should move if I 
want to progress in the racing 
world, he said yesterday “but 
I tell them that if I did that, Td 
be giving away my No 1 
weapon.” 

That vital advantage is the 
ability to train his horses at al- 


Holland wins a Free-for-all 


His judgement was vindicat- 
ed after just 71 seconds of 
Parisian Lady's racing career, 
when she repaid her purchase 
price with victory in a Salisbury 
maiden at 33-1, breaking the 
track record in the process. 
“Next rime up," her trainer 
says, “she hammered four good 
horses by nine lengths. The 
firm ground at Newmarket will 
suit her. She’s got a 6% chance.'* 
The locaOy-tramed Eloquent 
will be a difficult opponent, but 
PARISIAN LADY (nap 335} 
has impressed on the dock in 
both her starts, and the first day 
of the football season would be 
te moment for her 


Mick Easterby: heavy fine 


an 


Darryll Holland is now just 
two off his career-best season 


SJ 1 1 7 1 .'52? ners f» which he 
«***» 1995, after scoring 
a® 1S-1 double aboard Running 
Free^d Atlantic Desire at 
Salisbury yesterday. 


“She's had three quick races 
but she’s as game as a pebble," 
said trainer Mark Johnston's 
representative BDI Brown. 

Martin Fcihcrston-Godley 


.l A^ andc Desire, having her 
third r— : — “ • • 


I outing in eight days after 
gushing ihird at Goodwood last 
™ay and winning at Ripon on 
Monday was quickly sent out in 
mint by Holland in the Cheviot 
Limited Stakes before pulling 
out all the stops in the closing 
Mages to hold off the challenge 
of Rapier by a length. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Cosmic Prince 
(Newmarket 430} 
NB: Sancficttffe 
(Newmarket 3 j06) 


had almost given up with Run- 
ning Free but the gelding has 
now netted two wins in the past 
month . 


“He had been really disap- 
pointing but he seems to thrive 
on racing and that may be was 
what he needed,” commented 
the East Ilsley trainer. 

Handicap king Reg Akehurst 
admitted even he was surprised 
after Mihriz had turned the 
Knights and Company Handi- 
cap into a one-horse show un- 
der Tony Clark, scoring by five 
lengths from Yalta. 

Mihriz had run well on his 
seasonal bow on the Wiltshire 
course in May but was a dismal 
flop on his next outing at York 
last month. 


to complete her hat-trick. 

Handicaps form the remain- 
der of the televised card at head- 
luarters, where Cosmic Prince 


qu: 

(4.10) and Fannost (4.40) bold 
strong chances, and two-thirds 
of the action from Haydock. 
Among the favourites for the 
five-furlong Coral Handicap 
will be B/essingindisguise, 
whose trainer, Mick Easterby, 
was fined £2300 by the Jockey 
Club earlier this week in con- 
nection with a non-trier of- 
fence, a financial setback which 
would be all but erased by suc- 
cess for his runner today. An- 
other runner who comes into 


the race after three wins on the 

trot may frustrate him. howev- 
er, since Fairy Prince (next 
best 330) has crept in on a very 
attractive mark. 

The feature race at Haydock 
■ is the Group Three Rose of 
Lancaster Stakes, which should 
be a straightforward assigment 

for Germane (3.15). Geoff 
Wragg's colt was beaten a neck 
in a Listed event at Newbmy fast 
rim e out, a solid performance 
which gives him every chance in 
what appears to be a field con- 
sisting mainly of horses in var- 
ious stages of decline. In the 
earlier handicap, meanwhile, 
Tertinm (2.43) can break a los- 
ing streak which has much more 
to do with misfortune than any 
lack of ability on his part. 


-Sunday 
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^ m*awn a Matexir} U Jofmaon fGEO o n 
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TO toalol|*« Saeed Un Suov tG8) B ia ■ r y^ ? 

^ CTtAD Brcrtan) K b i t 
DNfffiOSS (S3) (ItaMnMwei) A PffBien fill 


31 TAMSCSN (15) (Ms Jane Ratteen) T Sack 8 11 pi 

-lUctad- 


1SB& Unom 2 9 0 C Broad 20-1 (j Bofe) earn (91 9 rai 









2501 Pfitx MAM9CE DE GHEEST (Group 3) 8f UOyds (strafefttj 
I*"” 1 * I Penalty value sustain 


-111141 IMNMSSB (Mttnum N Makioun) E Qutop (G8) 692- 
-330528 WMIttSM0£ffAa*awa)IOiu793„ 


35-3212 Iran IMUS (Madn Fardylj Pease 4 92 


U23216 hmhpmw eaxcyrt Hirtfus) f amo^r 5 b 13. 


.8 Oltaohoa 2 

7GMM7B 

.jCAmussenft 


432-U5 OOCUMNDtSIE [WBtKnw & Am) Mme C HteaO 4 8 13 . 
215-24 KMML(E8| (Goda|phrdS9ee(lUnSuaQr(G8)3812 . 


12381- DEMXK DUDLEY (luce^nStuftR Kemon|G8) 3812 . 


I DeSuv/tarBB 

ODdenel 

RFHsl 


..OPetJarS 


216-213 WiU«EH*ilB*(0^(MBiijuesadeMc«BU) AdeRoyer-Ou*E38 12..GIIKW4 

BBIWft 13-8 l l n wri fc 0 total (Bowlan. 8* Has tlvtus. 44. Howto Prefer, 9-2 Occe- 
landsta, 13-2 Dandy DnSay, 14-1 Vttadara, 301 Wlnr*Tg Seta 


HAYDOCK 
L4Ss Kab Sunrise is inomsislenl but 
has been inking on higher dass than 
this in recent runs and is an inter- 
esting outsider. Another is SHARE 
DEUGHT wbo has yet to recapture 
the form he showed when winning 
derisively over 7 f at Doncaster hack 
in March. He bus had his tempera- 
ment questioned, but this colt is now 
looking better handicapped and 
this track should suit him. 

□QQ 

3JS: lamayaz won this race with his 
head in his chest a year ago. A re- 
production of that effort would sec 
him home here, but he has been off 
the track since finishing last of six 
in May at Longchamp (Croup One). 
His colour* may be lowered by the 
year-y nungcr CERMANO. from a 
stable that is reluming to tap form. 


HYPERION’S 


3.50: There would appear to be no 


particular advantage m the draw. A 
ferocious gallop seem 


i seems certain from 
the start with pkmiy of eariypaced 
contenders. Roy al Dome came with 
a late rattle to win 12 months ago 
and similar tactics could see this five- 
year-old go close to a repeat. The 
top weight, CROWDED AVENUE, 
is not well handicapped but is best 
when making a late challenge off a 
strong pace. This contest looks 
made for him. 


NEWMARKET 

3.05: SANDICLIFFE, wbo encoun- 
tered trouble in running and actu- 
ally performed a great deal better 
than her fin-il finishing position 
would suggest when three lengths 
fifth to Wishing Stone over a mile 
ax Windsor last time, is worth an- 
other chance on what looks a foment 
handicap mark. Chalky Dancer 
may pose most problems. 

nm 

3-35: ELOQUENT, a highly cred- 
itable short-head second to Wood- 
land Melody in the listed Mikars 
Star Slakes over seven furlongs at 
Sandown Iasi time, has the best form 
and should prove hard to beat. 
Silent TKbu t e’s trainer feels his fil- 
ly will benefit from a strongly-run 
race and, if they go a decent pace, 
she may prove the biggest danger. 


4.10: COSMIC PRINCE, who did 
not handle the bend that well after 
setting a strong gallop in the Hong 
Kong Jockey Club liopfay handicap 
over a mile at Sandown last time, 
would probably have gone dose in 
the Golden Mile Handicap ax Good- 
wood last tone had be taken his 
chance - he burst out of the start- 
ing stalk, forcing a false start, and 
was withdrawn. Master Bools is the 
danger. 

OQQ 

440: HAJR. poorly drawn when fin- 
ishing about six lengths 11th to No 
Extras over a mDe at Goodwood last 
time, is an unknown quantity over 
this afternoon's distance of lm 2f 
hut, if he stays the trip, be should 
go well off what looks a potential- 
ly lenient mark. Orsay may prove the 
most potent threau 
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81 01 81 81 

Phtote- 
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HAYDOCK 




Z15 D*Martf 
2A5 Share Delight 
3-15 Germane (nb) 


HYPERION 

3^0 Crowded Avenue 
420 CHOCOLATE (nap) 
4b5Q Hegait 


GOING: Good lo Firm. 

STALLS: lm - Inside; ImCf- neni re; remainder -ouislifc. 

DKAW ADVANTAGE: Low Irani 7CIQyM>Ui lm-1 0yd*. 

■ Lvft-haivl courae. 

■ Course In near duration or A5MI and MG. Newton muon dm. ADMISSION: County 
Stand SIT: TkucfsaJk 1)0; NewU'nSumdS5(OAft5haK-pncpUiTStlcrs»flsaiid Newvm 
Sutnri/. CAS PASS: Prv e. 

■ LEADING TBADIEHS WITH KVNNESS: J Danlop — ^1 winners [rom 105 runners 

(ttrcs a sdctmb ntio nf 'J2.tr* and a kfefi Uia SI trot slake of 57.17; J Gooden — 19 
winners, 96 runnm, J Berry— 18 srtnmro, 1 7? runners, 10.1%, 440.17: 

B juita— jo adrawM, 74 numcia, -45.55. . 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: W %ran — d5 winners from 100 runners gives a success ra- 

Uo of 25.0% and a pniBlloaSI level euike nf S 1B.07; Put Eddery — 24 Winners, 75 
rides, +538.G9; L Dettort — U0 winners, 1 18 rides, IK.1%, -SM-O]; XDsriey 

— 20 winners, 107 rides, JL20.77. 

BUNXBKED FUST TIMS: Tkinayaa (vtaor, 3.15J, Crystal Bills M^0). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG- DISTANCE RUNNERS; Sambtooe CL I f.) amt Chocolate M JO) have been *nl 
238 mBcs by J Dunkip train Arundel. Weal Sugg. 


FORM GUIDE 

TAMAYAZ is fenced tor a repeat after tfnasmg Eta Msmtaan by five lengths in the rooc 
last year. The soft pound seemed to hid inn out betitad Saauu at Longeriamp last time, 
but tvs previous «rin bom Neede Gun in Dut» showed hm u> be as gpoa as over. Ro- 
naaov, staying on In ttibd to Benny Tha Dtp m xne Derby, was no matEh for Andre Fabre's 
Arc hope KbkwNi Over this shorter tnp m Sabn-Cloud. Now down m a Group Three. Ro- 
manov rs the obvious one to oeaL Garmano may haw been a brt lusty after a ttio-momh 
rest when pipped by Arabian stay at Neufeuty, thougn King Alex dd nothing lor ha Good- 
wood tam In the HvdwKhe. Fabric, considered a shade below tie best when sedh In the 
Defby.sathreatei«nihou9ihetatedlocopeiimhCiysraiHeartBdaiAyriasibme.Sintl- 
stone beat subeequent marten winer Hattarra m prtsy style at NeMnatket and mey And 
the others a tut too sharp after hs second to Rarfer In Naples. S el ec t io n : TAMAYAZ 


3T=q 1 CORAL HANDICAP (CLASS C) f20yDOO added 5f 


MCI WTERSALLS MADEN AUCTION S1AKES (CLASS E) £4^200 
added 2Y0 5f Penalty Value £3,014 

CD DAICMBKaHt21UJC»iUnRiWraiB7 DawOVdT 

233 DWMindqtMsAtaaiRoeaalCBaolliSe ICanlS 

0 COOLMYSIHIY(3Qnhe6>anaDErieylbdeBnvnBNplAMiirolml84 MRohcrtsB 

502 REUIE(S) (BeyBl*«mi LkO U Meaoe 8 4 RHwluC3)l 

5 RAREK3IGO p3)(MsBCAnse# JBeiyfll PBndfey(7)4 


30 ITALIAN ROSE(33)$F)ISerafrX)J£Xlnoi WUE50T 7 la. 


00 PRBMUMPBMCE5SPmnemkjmBb0daDCknc)i)9m713- 

-7 dedmd- 


JUB»*5j5 


Penalty Value £15j045 
536200 CRONDB) AfflBJE (tlj P) H WWalatC PM*n 5 IDO. 
01-005 MDNBHTESCAAE[15}m(Mefli)nAjradCWId A9U — 
500130 XU3E0 (7) (CD) 0 B Omd) M Johnston 4 9 10- 


BBCg 


.i>aX Eddery 15106 

RM»9 99 

„JfRotafe6 97 


012111 Bte5mG8n5GUSE CIS) {CD) (A G BfecM M W Easterby 4 9 6~ M i Xfeane 12 BIOS 

65-213 MOON StRIRE (FH) p5) (B) (A RoustoM P HrBtefi 7 9 5_1 ItMtadUlOl 

42-21fi MB£ H6H (97) m (Ma)^n LbI) U Oiannon 3 9 4 RHu0ml9 BO 


-42520 (BOnBSCSUM(tt)(M(l*sMMudn0BMcftUur593^raptaa(7)22a5 
53-550 TOBW BOBB mo P) 0 6 WBUteJJ Berry 3 9 3_P Roberts HU 9? 

440226 THKTIMNAlGAM(2B)(CDlCIDidy&RlMMSCIlMans590— AWntanOllfl 95 
000001 LA60 Dl VARAMQ PG (D) (the PBTQoui} RtMvMCf 590.._DMe IMfeMHl3B 97 
00004 FUSHCUIIER BAY (15) TO (Trassm Series) P LGB®n 4 8 13.G Fwdtawr (5) 4 V 101 

112500 SQUBECOBHte(7)p)(Vls5 NFIheagalDCtBprraQSSlZ PFeswyPJS 93 

330525 DMJW (USA) (1^ WfBF) 0*5 Arisa M MBfcson) lteVtarty68 9-Flym* 1 99 
002600 UMDMG8ADINRAL(2GiCD)(9taffetecCUl UHeaBvGfe98SSIhtiMwl8 97 
- 10202* lOHRIY HU. (1A5) (Rsy Ctaggl R 5 8 4 OUnd»7m 


2243JJ FM<rPRMCEnn)(MatMui|ll^MtsAi6«4 84_ 


155512 ROYAL DOME (9) (CD) JBRDW JoneSl U\tene5B3. 


JUmetTNcMS 92 
ICarelU 92 


JFmer&2 


BEJTWQ: W DVarti, 7-2 ItaSaa Hogs, 9-2 Dancfeg las, 11-2 Pratewn Princes*, 6-1 Rotate, 1IKL 
Itam M^p, ll«l CM Ilyriay 

1906: Snap Ctaride 2 8 3 tail Eddery 100-30 (R Mnsan HauflNon) draymtfflBfflQ 


2 A5 


HARVEY JONES RATH) HANDICAP (CLASS O I 
£7,650 added lm 30yds Penalty Valuo £5435 [ 


330260 KA1A StBflBSEJlG 68(4 ENeatBnVCSmNi 4 93_ 


001064 EWD 0NTOE RUN (29) (CD) (DJ Ateix BMcManon 1090_ 


JMt8S6 


004060 nBNACCORD(UEA)(B)PAteonsaBUsJRaredn3811. 


006600 IRMIG ARROW (7) (CD) (G W Wbsl&rttt Mss S Hal 6 8 11. 
003820 TBHIiaap] WCWi\8anrrtUVOre5811. 


031061 Q FACTiffl (8)(0 PHH G CdfcJ D Ha*rin Jones 5 B U . 


_U Roberts 9 75 
JUNMM788 
lONoNllM 
JtWwln(3}40t 
1281 


183 315 SHARP SHUFFLE (S^ (0) (Mrs H F nenda^El} R Hannan 4 B 9 RHotfml085 

3142 ZOOM UP (30) (DJ (K MsedBj M Hreion-Els 386 ICnN381 

-04300 0VKTOVW(USA)WP>WB*^«M*^ Ea ^ 38a R»S83 

022(03 QUEBI5 COHEIR. (3) (D) (Mk& Heater L Dafean} B RatuM 7 8 3 0HminMlS3 


414006 CAUDA B(|UMA |B) {□) (MChaol A Fay] M Omnon 3 8 3 PPMOplv(3168a 

660600 SWTJUOTD DREAM (2U(D)?)jaiarhri<inE5iJB(Xmi^4 81 AMKkqrl7 96 

-Udaslnd- 

BETTWg: S-l Mow Strlce. 11-2 t B e n fetfa tf Np d ee, 10-1 Hayal Pome, 11-1 Resbentter 814c 12-1 
My Pitaa.l4-lCHi*dsd McnK.TbatMaa AgshmUeo, U-l Lsgsdi Vanoo. We HRh, Omm, 
HM0it Escape, CtsAm CeSdb, 5w)OftMd Dnwm, 2U-1 odnts 
1996: Royd Dana 4 8 0 G Carter 20-1 (M WtewMfeaun OJ 21 hi 
F0RMBUDE 

MOON SIWKfc^in has the wergrts talus favour agmst old real Bl— rind bu Hogu fe a and 
they ore diamtnea to each ottier. ftantas Denwi tikes over on Uoon Sttfce. «♦» tound 
traffic problems at Ascot when a length-and-a-taff dud 10 the Eaaaty nroer. Moon Strike 
Is 5ft better off today and a m&iy 12b better re after besting BtoMn£rxftgjtre in tfn 
Gostanh cup at Newcastle. Btessi n gnmsedae twit stopped tonpreung Once Newcastle 
end wn off a 14ft h0ier rating n Ascot vftere he raced born 7ft out of the handicap so 
he vrifl a&n be hard to beat Best draw is MBs Mgb. who had the dsdnetton of beating 
the smart Cathedral (second to Auerb at Qoodmod) at NoetB^araund Is ftedr after a lay- 
off. Lmgo of Varwno and ZMeo how e bad*aw R7 Our ROysf Dooir, MfctofeJK 

Escape and Young BJjgwIg coUd be there at The finish. SrMactJore MOON STF8KE 


100655 SH4REDEUGHr(29)(ALRMona9BW53713. 

-UdecfeRd- 


J>Msey (3)682 


is® 


BOTWfc M bU AcootA 6 Omm- fc ftn, 1M rerttH), 7-1 Zoom Ife M Stare SHMt, BWI 0a 
The Rmi, iO-l Q Factor, 12J. KMe Sewbe, M4. Shoe M0U, Herinc Anew, 161 Queens CcnsM 
1996: EW Ekrab 3 8 6 0 UrOoe 11-4 (J. CUnari) cfcaMi (6) 9 on 
FORM GUIDE 

IRISH ACCORD a a cofcwhp has been promtekig to win a decern handicap and he ran wel 
pr Goodwood last ume Wen beaten ory four lengths In leruh oehmd F^r To The Stare. Pre- 
vtously ttBi ® his ^nftied-cn stabtema* Stackauach at YotK Insh Accord has his big chance 
today. Over To You has a five chance on res best form and w» bad* draw in the hot 
Newmans race woo by Memorise last time. Band On The Run km this course, has been 
behind the praenesswe Jo Mefl on recent starts, and shewed fw oM tom when heaUngfioUn 
fiunli here m Arne. Utah Accord, a tenfifli behnd bi fourth then, may )uet hwe progressed 
enough to reverse the term with the 2tt> pUL Simp Shoflle, fifth to Tribal Peace at Good- 
wood when humpmglOst may Just be beaten by ttw high drawMhe uritudv outade stal 
wring to Moving Arrow, who won ns two years ago off a 51b hfcjer mark. Motfng Arrow 
could sal play a leading rote because he gets a sbeabte weight pul wtth Bend On The Run 
arte Insh Accord on among here In June. Zoom Up. nghby-raced ate second tome smart 
SUell at New mo rtet Ian ome. Is sure toy weM bom a good rbaw. Share DaflgM, wtth 
Paul Fes»y tatang afT 3ft, has a similar chance w Over To You on YOth tunrang behind Out 
Of S0*. Hole Sunrise has faced mpoBstbie tasks of lata and hts prewous good hanfcrai 
6 howrtRi were on unsuitable Bound. He beat Hal’s Pal In a decant handicap at Yorii last 
term so can eeaiy be considered fcr thts-Tertban, Q ffector and Queens Consul are not 
jjjodenou^v S elect to n: CUSH ACCORD 


EUROLEASE MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5000 added 

2VO Hfies 6f Penalty Value £3^J20 

ANGBUM (A FbufiM) P Hbritag 8 11 RHfehUll 


QOLSHrn (Mrs Qns DOJCa} J Beoy 8 11 


CMOtMES PET (35) (S J HMst A Baby 8 11 
CEASE IKE (I that lbs J Cut 8 11 



56 CHOCtXAre (41) FsteSaSrarj J (Xriap8 11 

5422 DOOOn 0BH (tfenwwds G G Marten) D Swonfi 8 U 


EQUnY PRMCESS (MsMoum H Md4i«ia M JohreanBU- 
50 IMfiCNE (22) U A FcnjitN R tfilneheed 8 U- 


POOWfl mmm (Werarta nongt EMBBiiSn. 

RNHire (bote tenoftR toman 8u 

SBTTFAR. U Hanson) J tfenson 8 13- 


JM Eddery 8 
_H Roberts 6 
: ijncb3 


JtDmrerl 
112 


4 7EBS(38)(Hi9tCkmThanu0ibiedtetangliAWJaws81L 

32 ZEIANDA (19) |RF) BheHt IUbbtihI) J Gosden 8 11 

- 13 declared - 


-EJobrcoo 13 
R HRs 7 


-LDeQori2 


BETTMfe 9-4 Zetaods, 7-2 Ceaee Fbe, 6-1 Etytey Princess, 132 Dodo, 7-1 Cbocotate, 8-1 Hap- 
trae, Teepee, 16-1 Boltbqa, Ste 1M, 2M o«»w» 

1996: Wfefi Wanted 2 8 11 Pat Eddoy B-13 la (B draan (U 5 tan 


430 


PETROS ROSE OF LANCASTER STAKES (CROUP 


3) (CLASS A) £32JDQ0 added lm 2f 120yds 
Penalty Vtfue £20^20 


66216 TAM4XAZ (CAN) (7fl pD) {Godobihrt Seeed an Suorr 5 9 7 - 
0-2112 GERlMriO pS' (arai Q wn LfcrannJ G VMa® 4 93. 


03640 KEYreMYNEARr(28)(C) nObs M(WertndMdsSM 793 Bto«es2107 

051905 PRMCE0FMYIB«r(U)N-MWatBHfe493 M Robert* 7 109 

13-183 mK&tWI&lHaBXtoMUziiairiB Hatty 3B7 _JtWs5116 


U333 BO*UWOV(2S)(q(RESar«ra1POapoe4tom387_ 
50312 SAMBIDIC (SG (Petr SMriMIQuriop 387- 
- 7 ( 


jDHaoism3l25 


NORTH LANCASMRE HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 added 
lm Gf Penatty Value £3£93 

-46100 FAR AHEAD (29) (Jtfri i 9oO J L E)re 5 10 0 RUappta9 


_MJKkonell21 



BETONfe 94 toman o r , 7-2fahris,<-l Cwaa o, Q2nea«ee». S-lSradslnne,12-lFriPCe0flfy 
Heart IB-1 Key To My Heart 

1596: Tteayaz 4 9 3 G Carter u-2 (5 bn Suoori itesn (7) S ran 


51 

0&lfl-RSMir(31J 
025201 H0UFARI(FR) (28) (Ed 
0020 cmsnLHU5(m 
3-2215 Mantes* dBmBtefth 

46-341 VALAGAUME(U)n MsADB 
/196-6 CMBF MOUSE OqiBiGandF. 

-22364 OmUBrpgpcsrBxtXiFtX 

-I 

BOTliaiMMrilid r M. 7-2 m q teora, 9-2 Qystte MBs. 1LJ togtet 7-1 ftr Ahead, »1 UM- 
mats Swielfals, 10-1 Hatetei, OaiAed, 16-1 CMef Itoasi 
1996: F»qr Ntegtei 3 9 0 J Md 7-2 (lady teileri tinsi (7) 7 an 


»tri‘ 




^ 4 - 


.r. ” 



3 WHO ARIAN SPK1T ra (CD) pF) J L Eye 6 1010 


ItaDhtesJ JoacsBV 


1330 


4 00003 ABU HiffER [MU XDusni 10109- 


KfR FLOWER SHOW HANDICAP (CLASS 

C) £7,500 added lm 


JHrK0teMiyH)3 






/GU64 BtACKCE BOY 05) RBaiUW 6 10 7 _ 

— — Mm S 

05634 THBONE5FO»UCE(7)JGcidegi04_ 


mss 




Cara 


GC0NG: Good.w Finn. 
STAlI&5taIghl--ffl« 
DIAW ADVANTAGE: Nom. 


-inside. 


OM T)C ORRAMAN (40) J J ONei 3 10 1 UrlBaeM(7)8 

AM63- TUNA) (1348) S tWvtef 89 10 — jist J totriwe (7) 9 
04S16 VWDWETAiniNER (04) (BflJ Gride 599- 


0(0402 PBtSMHMYRE(2DtCfl)JBary51X)0 — ^TEttecra(3)B 
60000 R£aacOUNIY(6)|qnABaiey4&7 - — DmCTMI 

451120 CASHMERE UOT (29) nit^ire 5 90 MGaR«w7 

103004 P1AN FOG P90HT (9) MJd»BWi390 IWtetecr* 

504104 fflM0a(U)(QBHfe3811 DHnbadl 


-00060 nttPUDDDrpqRBaanianBa. 


045056 BIWyBBWU®Cte(BRMll»te82-JsmyBemBa(l)S 
400004 AUSADM»CI5NB)m*71fl. Mttovy(3)3 


_UEbP Rotten 2 


030453 ANIW^SIOIMromR&liBy4 7H — Mte«yp}2 
020230 StmPfK(lS)W»feHRe^5710™_J)tWgM5 
-7 dedared- 

BHTtafc a.1 Aetenaia arum. 106-30 Ferteirt ftaw. 4-1 Pint Rtr Profit. 
Un2 Supetpride, W Daedal, 13-2 Cnlsnsre lady, 254 Rebel GuRy 


000040 OWtSffll trAMOUi (7) Mss L PeroE 7 XX)_J McAidey (7) 6 

Mtenun Hekfc 7ir !Dfc Tint laoflup ws&c Afeadara 7cf S®, Ctoracn 

Xtftoow 7a Th. 

BEIIIHG: 13AM A Un, 5-2 Atatese Qeen, 5-lDosetes Dmcsr, 6-1 
Grarefek IgA WIMi Pteldey, 14-1 Afisadira, 2M Cteeaon tfhmem 


*3E-£S!SSa= 


10 


UCntHwt(7)10 


■ Coarse is east 

?S BUFSfcfiME 




323® M8SMU(EE}TCutN)etl29 7. 

-lOdadsred- 

)^74BtektaDi«144LAtenwlSd.Tta(kBRaa.204RilnK»- 

ftnlce l ytotai.2S-lliasHi 


400 




&*- m 


M 




■5fc-' 


. Cr A” = 




(4JWJ. 

WINNERS IN THE 
won at Thinij: « &iuniff 

ssss«Sbs 


3D0 


(4.0O)£g*Wi 


MCELiKTf PMNiaS iAMATM^HANEM- 
£p(CLASS F) £3^00 added lm 7f 


30 


BELLBSLE HOUSE HOTEL MEDIAN AUC- 
TION MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £SfiO0 

added ZYD7f 

BATUMI J GOKie 9 0 JEDW3 b(392 

HHBepgMkhnaanBO M 


EVENING TIMES NEWSPAPER OF THE 
YEAR MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5000 
added lm2f 

32 KAMANEVpT) W HSbUeSSll™— —DHctondl 


4365 S0UfS>fH»W(5)CTliCcsr381L 


I Wearer 3 B 


00 GUiaBI1lfflCPMJBa>y3B6 

-Stfednd- 

BgTMB: L4Ksei re ev, 4-1 Round Rabls. 19-1 SanarTTbyite 


J E Daren (3) 2 


55 i UNMWSHRE(USA)(U)PCafe99- 
5 HAIinCM.SIARWJHfc90 


-DHoBaodS 


-MHsoyCTl 




-Adsdtnd- 

jBBTItt M Hnlfnl Stat 2JL UKoUblm, 10930 Empbe Pak. 8W- 


LADY ISLE SBJLWC HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
£3^00 added 3TO 7f 

460600 ABSIIMflUEBlW(WPBBre97— JEDMMffllV 


4^0 


■ i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
S 
9 
ID 
11 

.12 

13 


ASJ5A CRAIG HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5,500 added 6f 

240400 8MWaWUEf(I7]RnmJBflV7911JISMte«rrB 


5j00 


419 HBBt EOtFROOCETflQ (D)Tl«*^<an3 9S J Wsrewl 
205041 SAH0d2)ABe4ey494 9 Win 13 


004040 JUSr8teQ|(C)mSKedindl893JeseyBeian(7)ll 
000002 tWfrOW(7)(D}l*6LPBOtt691 Nttanedy8B 

200630 MRBI (6) (OH J Bny 10 9 0 T E Xtoc* (3) B 

063)43 »HAYB0 (4) JtJ) J GdA8 4 8 U : OGtttbs^B 

063604 SH0NTAIC (29) (D) H JotrSton A 8 4 Dhclnd2 


154601 AN0IHBtMafllUHE(1)miLfiAe584-JllcMv(7)U 

30U035 SUHJORO (7) H J Gotte 7 7 11 Damn IMMt (3) 12 

000020 mHA2EfqnN%etel4 710 M Kerey (3)3 


332000 DONNA'S DANCER (19) NTM4er93 -JOeTIMarZB 

413164 reaAU*SWBMeen*93 !Wee*r7B 

20Q26O SAM5«r»Rftte(91 DnMM« 


904019 ZAKDAHraCTm0Pb^5710_JnaWetdi(S)5B 

643560 MErCaHO«Ws6LPenattll711) NFaMfl)4V 

-13 detiared- 

MMmnw^c JSilDli Trueteafcp setycMDnvT&aftlM&rnL 
BSlMG:44Mssre, 5-1 Asms, &-lStete,7-i HererGtef Redat, 8-1 
Dart Care, Anoth* Md*ai% Zris Daanr, 10-1 Csowb ¥««y,m 
rate Bob, Stateable. 14-1 Suadere, Pottera, 56-1 DM 






* 




i00 Sir Rk*y 
2^0HohlW |ms 
3dQ5SaWic*ffe 
aSS Eloquent 


HYPERWN 

4JL0 Cosmic Prince 
440 Ha* 

5Jj 0 Wdyan Cal 




DRAW aoninw* mtah , 

■ TOdte Hide 

* ***** SI0U6 lo 


■72: L 
311 


sTSS PAJEKSfembew ill retMdraterfrw. 

gHrauMiW rwfl _ 70 winnero from 2B2 

^ gate +522.74; K Hannon - 

a ,3 - ,v 

Pff***iy , f , iy jr aM 4-3fl wlnnere, 375 tlrte. 10.44t.-sfi3.63- 
from A Ncwrombe from Huntdaw. 


MONTmja WNES MADEN STAKES (CLASS DJ £5 flOO 


MONTANA WWES MUVUU* wa 

ZOOl adSd lm 4f Penalty vatue £3,753 


s SSK^to 
5 ^SssaMJJS* ISftsiis 


1 ■■riigraniMiUWIii»a»»w- — 

•^SSBBBBSKBSBKSJk: 


..TSpraks 2 
HHbMrtb7 
J Qatar 3 


JBHM4V 


A Monte 8 


M ^flAK® M(KAb**JHCBM38S 

55 SSuWlW^tUJBeniaGBarayass. 


PAHOHMan ftac 1. . 

0 5HPWCAF w pm Mte G, Wajg3 8 5 . 


_rtt Eddery 5 

W Ryan 9 

j>HHcCtewl 
1(3)6 


jlHcGknelO 


Btnutfc 7-4 sarHcby, 1M Btea«*to^, 5-1 Hand, 1341 FBeeooa, Utet Ain. 1*1 Ian 
SSoS^BBwSSlS-S IROhatanl rtaen (4)8«1 


pnunY FINANCIAL COLLECTIONS CLAIMING STAKES 
, (CLASS D) £5,000 added 7f Penalty Value £3,785 


230 


SS f52) 5 9 1 - 5>a ?S2- 5 f 

600060 H0H ROURttS CIO) (P f M(»tJ ® ° MFtetaeS 


HbCBBItiP) [PI m (My 0^ R tornon 3 8 tt, JtaBbtay2 


imAU ■£ bm i iun ini mn mary mnat » ■ — v ** ■ «««« — 

OOMO a*ss DtsntcnowOT (the E MAPatnerVBa Rtorrot 3311 — Trj 

Siro H1SEUPSWGOBK2- (CSflWte Rra Bn*rO w Mussoi 9 8 9 ROadteawlOB 

OOOlff sflUHBW MEMOWBB |MB Putftei tatewd W ItaBiin 78 BJ 8 fij fffte 1 1 

302 Wt«JY TREAT S1S4) (fe 8*1 SritmJ E arioo3 89 — G Carter 1 

600000 IM»««(^(N5Jta)r»JWftad88£>SSS TG 

^0 JUSrBUWPS)08tneaWB)SClMEiTH486 A 

-UdBdarad- 


BETTWet: 114 Mksart Mete, 3-1 Hob Rteraro, 11-2 B£ Ben, 13-2 Ctett Dtettaebon, 7-1 Po- 
taMM wKSllk HH Tint, mine Up Stedn& 20-1 athem 
1906: 3 B 11 Dm OUrt a M (P Hsmon) dram (131 14 on 


DANDELION LADES MVTTATTON HANDICAP OSS^T 
(3JJ5 j (CLASS F) £6P00 added in Penatty Value £4>299E2£l3 

1 301901 |0HGAQlBSnH{21J(D)(ten6Ute) BMtMhsn9117 Mas E Batnjdeo 4 80 

2 Smm S^^mBStteOJJEteraTllZ -tet Gem 9 58 


3 002201 IgaDBANW (te (CO) (T R ftjtal RMmgnSllO M Aibeta*47V 52 

4 owns SMMNaf4E(X0)(MiFbrtneistel)l , Mer4 1911— Mli8EJalinsaaHaB0lrei5 62 


5 045050 remWKP^MDrtO MttetaiflR now 619 B _ 

6 300050 OaSB0rH*(25J(DI4«a^Smt£^4A&uart»5296 

7 003530 MODUMDEm (3) (W (G S D Imoots Ufl 0 Shw 3 ID 4 

a ataffP lOAAB (G (AbiMa Saeed TtenO fl itatary 3 19 4 

9 421060 DOtfTDMPBMKnnPteJ Fitted) D Thom 8 91? 

10 463400 MSS BAHCB9NA (22) (M J W0ea) - W0asa3 91O — 

11 555400 HA6SDVF OJSA) (29) RMstophar NceO K Bute 4 9 6 — 1. 

12 OMOO ALBUM (47) (MnJFttertDltnr495 MksU.ScteautriarBB 

33 062(06 CMAIWnMICBI PDITE O^doni H 5 9 3 _13® 

-lSdadaed- 


RCtakUBSl 
mLJmmS170 
ASteanlBSS 
Ab»26G 
C Meet 10 V 74 
JHteaJFCteteeS 73 
EVanOnbow 


BEITMb 4-1 Matt M Sandfcfllfc, Ur2 tang AbteWae, 6-1 Tnaab, 1M Cals Ba4an, 
lOmoetan, 124 Draft Drop Beads, Rut Mob, Hteattectb, M-lCtatey Boeear.liB-inaaiift 
20-1 Where 

1996: MBnaaM 4 19 9 Bk* Roesch 5-1 ft to IK Moran) *«m t2) 10 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Dl Arbuthnot has been fourth in this In the post two years on Safes and Belpare but prob- 
has a betw chance this time, haring dtewn the moirt on last year's twiner MEZ- 
2 QRAM0. Kevin Morgan’s Riding is a good mount fcr apprertecestanatnn and has 
the fast around ha prefers. He Justified fawunbsm at Yarmouth lastBme. beating Present 
Generation and 14 otfras. and Ihou^i he coUd be tsben an ftr the lead by a couple cd 
these, he is ifeim sort SrawScGfUe is shaping up to wtn a race (no luck m running when 
fifth fe a Windsor fevnteap bta month) while KktfAtbetetate Is none too cortaswu but 
has won two apprerteca events at Warwick tha season and has Etane Bamsderfs heft. 
In truth, » a dfleutt to rue out moot of these, bu the mere Cats Bottom can fineh 
thereabixjts. She was set too much to do last ume after a fw fifth to Mtatemenl at Bath 
and could rate her cue than stabiemate Raffles Rooster, easy wfenar of the Queen Moth- 
er's Cup for lady Mom at VOrk m June. S e l ection : MEZZOBAMIO 


335 


ENZA NEW ZEALAND SWEET SOLERA STAKES 
(Listed raoe) (CLASS A) £15jDOO added 2YO 7f 
Penalty Vafoe £9,420 


560311 JMrBSl71(C)(MnGuesdGItaanin8U. 


..6 Carter 8 96 


192 BQlADERA(iq (B^(MraDVihgV)N TrHeraS 
2033 DMM0WWira(7).(FttKPSait)GBuMiy88. 


JtOodaaeellOO 


12 HDOteWCU) (ChevBivFWkSiudl Sr U Prescott BB- 

11 MMSIWUtemiNBGantiANMCon«e88- 


'2 PBncuURRfflC P2) (hbtewn N MbMouh) E Dirdop 8 B_ 
132 SKBfnHH9E(90) (MsEAftanfeMBelSS - 


_DR McCabe 3 94 
— fiDetfeU 6 105 
B told 7 97 


^WR|M4- 


-Pot Eddery 2 1X25 


19 ST0F0UI(21) OwenM-0ucrananAP*TOE» HMoerewaB CRattarS 92 


BOTim: 7-4 Boquent, 74 Faririan lady, 4-1 Heat Itoefe, 6-1 Farttadw Rtata, 8-1 Jay Gee, 
lfl-1 Step Oat, 164 Dtaewid VHs, 20-1 Battadraa 
1996: (tare* 2 8 8 M tote 20-1 (W toggHi) itewii (7) 19 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

The Bke(y stiSng heat wO tad the Tjemparaments these SBas, but Parisian Udyis 
®teo set en aamnabon by being mved up to seven lUrtanei from sac. She nfept be one 
of itw least feshlorwbie fitees or riew, but whata ctBcMng effort rte put up at SafistXfly 
last tfine when zoomaig idne len0hs ctear of Sfeer Strand in a last bine. ELOQUENT w*a 
toUwartg the Red CameUa path (they both won the same Carfate maiden) when con- 
testing the MBC8IS St?r Stakes at aandown (7f) last Ume and she faded by only a snort- 
head to emulate that Oy. Eloquent was cau0u on me fine by tMoodtand Metody, who b 
on an u|Mad cun; and me mini, Forom, had previously run a most promising sMh of 
12 n the Ctwny tfinten when flndng the six fertonpi too short. lay Gee , wtawrofa 
wluaWe nursery hare test Satunfty, ml0it wall arvroM far the aura furlong, whde Slant 
Tribute has impressed with her game outlook m bong placed m Listed company here. 
PraUcutor Friend and Step Oat hews Improvement m malocter.aimougt the lalter gad- 
i«ea ftmn five furlongs to seven m one step SefecUoa: ELOQUENT 


LEU 


JOE .OPMOS BOOKMAKERS HANDICAP (CLASSl 
B> £25/)00 added 7f Penafty Value £13fl40 

6 Q001 HASIBI BOOTS (M)(D] (Die feadra) D loder 4 10 0 CLoethar(5)U 36 

195620 CMCXMMOU (B) (D) (MerByr Moor Auctfood BMng610 0 TSpniBlS 88 

26000 MADUfSWHP(4qpieadSaqteta®JWW3tB6912 MEddery? 103 


004020 MBHnRN(9tg(D)0Wdtaltei^OHKaGn44PF4(eraB9U-WBiBn3 86 

-02010 NHJBCST (USA) (30) (Ifl (TtaUl GrBerQ RWeflust 5 9 U SSradesl2 99 

3024)4 TOP BMMM (H) Oterey H tandy B 9 10 Sett fectaoo (7) 2 SB 

31-310 0B5MVFRRCE(8<)(D)CbancRScte}Mtenn396 RGactewasll 96 


- R<mLIMW(3}(CD)IMPBufehSeaeTOteTDBram49e(5eri -JGHtodS 97 

06000 DOUBLE BOUNCE (7) (Us PScolt-OmfiPMsMn 7 95 IQeteelO 91 

00324 VOUEY (7) [R C C tom) DQlBppal 4 92 GCsrtBrl5 99 


20000 P1EMWG (24) Ciman IteM) H CfeUy 491. 


5821-0 UtMMAJte(ig(KnBUtiPK*xy3812. 
U1000 ««JS»H(9JtNglSaAWKavta,48B- 


.CRettarlT 83 
FMW8 
DDo>te9 96 


000-10 20g« p2)IStte*AiiiBgWMuf4lS«Bh)KMtai387 _P gDonohoe CT 8 100 

422390 raeai SCHOOL (lG)(DWtata)HCBft0W 38 7 G DuflMd 4 - 

00030 BtUE RY® CUH p) CB Scoffl R l«Wam 483 _A MoSoee 14 102 


385422 5»BAHDVMHBB{7)nMCmCC*ra3 710 

-17 ' 


-RFtare*(3)TSg 


BETIMft M Cosrelc Aten, 13-2 Nearest, 7-a PhSctar, 8-1 Master Boots, 94 Royte Mart, 
ID-IDmUs Berecs-1, UGUdraakfea, MgMmn, Ueffly Sferp, Pteateag, Votay, IB-1 Bfea Fly- 
er, Top Banana, 204 otters' 

1996: Ptfsr Ponce 3 & 33 P Mason 9-1 (H am) dram (©14 ran 
F0RMGUDE 

The three-year-olds are vwnh a second look in handteaps at this stags of the season arte 
COSMIC PBS4CE, is on the upgrade wen d Ws free-rumwg style does make him a shade 
wfeieiabta. He boiled after the sobs opened prematurely at the Schweppes Golden Mde 
rate preriotaty led ate cut-throat pRop before fading mto nWh In another valuable hand- 
Icap over the Sandown mfe. 8etoreharte, he won a O-lOO grade handicap on r the Ep- 
som seven under a fine iMa from Ray Cochrane. M*k Jane describes Cosmic Prfece as 
a hyperwienous t)ve, but at least tha horse does not have fer ft travel to ran. Ruyfe 
Mark came back Id farm at Newcastle on Wednesday, beating Weetman's wergi over 

this trip, ana should gp wfe egsin despde the penalty. PMBstar b up (n the handitap af- 
ter his fijur-bmer but his ninth of 20 to Hy To The Stars at Goodwood when moderately 
drawn and short ctf room shorn met he remains competitive. Neowest ran so tarsym 
the Bunbury Cup mat it Is temptbig id overlook that performance, while Double Bounce 
normafiy tuns over » fiteor^s but has shown form owr seven. He ran better than the 
bate facts would indicate when team of 30 in the Wokmgtam arte 13m of 20 In the Stew- 
anfc'Cup. Selection: COSMIC PRINCE 


4.40 


AUCKLAND HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7,500 added 
lm 2f Penalty Value £5,726 • 

21-001 T48MOST (17) (H W E StuO Sr M PHsxJtl 4 9 ID I G 

•32140 0RSAr(2Q(D)(DJOeet)WHur591O 


Outlaid 195 
785 


20045 SROOMpLO^ (D) [awtSangf^rrerSteJ RAitertis! 79£ SSaate»4SS 

Om 8COSS(«3)tem(ScudataFiBcraS6LCucwl3 9S HDHBa385 

053-01 BWHMNB(tiq(5b-DaidVto}jFarenMe3 94 PM Eddery 10 75 

140 HABCUJMlauiiA MaMDunEDurkp393 __,WRywi9Sl 


-Buoyfeeai 


. “P»SMJW«)f23)m(SH»Rn)MSta*3 91 

5 mG ^MWE0PPrt««rtGMa839l_ 

9 020304 IMfMDI (39 (fibs DBpfiw Xfigul M Btt 3 8 10 

10 B90U NHaBMVHSI>EB(47)(D)ntoConfBfeBteslPHrire:3aU) J! lowlbw S 2 73 

-ID 


JIDaaiimaTS 
M FMoe S 74 


BETIBIG: 5-1 M|r, 144 teran ea rtt, 134 FtanraL Go tor SMI, 7-1 American Whisper, Sews. 

8-1 StrerGnm, 9-1 Oiaay, 10-1 Hod Gesrd, 12-1 Horwl 

199K Ang»G 4 8 8 K Datoy 9-2 tar (Mrs M Raraey) itawi (12) 12 an 


American Whisper has Carl Lowther's claim u assist hen arte although ne has been off 
course June, tfta Short bre^ wfl prob^hmericrw: h»n^.Arrx?rtran wtvs- 
peraccmoedlal^ia^^udvllm^nwtaiitet^-^'taiaeaolnml^ 
Romance at Sandovm In Jwte. but seemed more appreefeuwe of the good going that was 
uniting fer hmt at Yannouih teterwurds when beating Mtesle Toe. Sfi^a preference Is tor 
WWHMSH, who may proews now that he has been gaded. He puBed too hard when 
cortastng a handicap on the Fbwfcy course here in May, but ww fipWed aftawanis and 
tame out to land a Yarmouth maiden In a Ugfc (nrt wth three omen. Al toast, the fourth, 
Bbaaha was a dear-cut wvtar there on Wadhesday to fin the bum a timely tome. Hqfr 
has probEfciy matted Ume, aespira being fontura «*ugn » wm a Itartury maiden m 
Jum bite he b* threat 3kuigv*hSiv«Gtoom. Sel e ct io n : MVERMARK 


5J.0 


AIR NEW ZEALAND MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5000 
added 3VD 6f Penafty Vahia £3^23 


&3S nm^(AGNeMHib«ANeattBte9an 


0 IMWCSWM&MflfiVMfiHtaMftMsAnfflVSO-- 

025 M»WCAU(97)SLuilamGau*i)MBd90. 


~Gtote2 


245003 NIGHT EXPRESS (T) (BE) RJUcUay) 8 Hartuy 9 D . 
UtERlY (USA) (HM-Msau) K Marti 90. 


-Gqetonmad3 

M fatal 

J SlacbS 


ANQ1A JANE (PHs^ni) LUotagw Hsfi BB. 


-SSmienS 


S86 UUiAN (USA) (3G) (Itohmoal «-9u*Q P Ketoway 3 9_. 


0-6422 US1B> ACCOUNT (USA) (22) QfebCilHSaMnLftinM 89- 
-Sdeetaad- 


j>arnmboe(3)6 
_ 8Hreacb(3)7B 

Pat Oktay 5 

_MWs4 


KTTBG9S8 Mwy CwniraBs, 54 Udyn Cal, 3-1 IteM Account, 84 Trealy, lil Fqft, K* 
nae.l4-lKntabiB Harey, l*-l Amta Jane, U0rt Eraren 
1896: Ktated 3 9 0 P RoMrecn 9-2 (U Jaws) dowi (131 14 an 
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sport 

WORLD ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS: British triple jumper produces determined final effort but is unable to 

Cuban leaves Edwards with another silver 


MIKE ROWBOTTOM 

reports from Athens 

Jonathan Edwards showed the 
competitive spirit of a champ- 
ion here last night to earn 
Britain their fourth silver medal 
of the World Championships, 
writes Mike Rowbottoau 

The 31-year-oid defending 
champion produced a jump of 
17.66m in In's penultimate at- 
tempt to lift himself from third 
to second place behind Yoefvis 
Quesada of Cuba. 

A huge effort of concentra- 
tion on Edwards’ part saw him 
improve on his final jump, but 
only by three centimetres to 
17.69. "After seeing the result 
register on the rotating score- 
board beside the track, Ed- 
wards smile ruefully before 
pacing forwards to embrace 
the new gold medallist. Quesa- 
da won with a second round 
jump of 17.85, the furthest 
recorded in the world this year. 

1 1 was an obvious disap- 
pointment for Edwards, who 
look silver at last year's 
Olympics - but also something 
of "a triumph. 

A heel injury had prevented 
him cither competing or jump- 
ing properly for five weeks be- 
fore these championships, and 
he arrived here talking in terms 
of a “step in the dark*. Last 
night he landed safely to main- 
tain his position as one of the 
world's leading triple jumpers 
on a night when the Olympic 
champion Kenny Harrison 
failed lo progress after the first 
three rounds. 

Before competition began 
Edwards paced contemplative- 
ly back and forth beside the run- 
way as the commentator 
referred to his world record per- 
formance at the previous World 
Championships in Gothenburg. 

Edwards has tried to dis- 
tance himself from his annus 
mirabilis of 1995: in the end, it 
became a menial burden. But 
he has never been allowed to 
forget it. 

The memory of his competi- 
tion in last year’s Olympics ap- 
peared to govern his strategy on 
his opening jump. In Atlanta, he 
had fouled his first two at- 
tempts but then overcome the 
prospects of elimination from 
the final three jumps with 17.13. 

Having received the early 







Triple jumper Jonathan Edwards failed to secure Britain's first gold medal at Athens yesterday. He finished second to Cuba’s Ybelvis Quesa da 


encouragement of seeing Har- 
rison no-jump on his first effort, 
Eduards took off well behind 
the board to get in a mark of 
17-33. It represented a guaran- 
tee of his continuing involve- 
ment. 

It was soon to pass, howev- 
er. by Quesada. who jumped 
17.60 before his second round 


attempt which beat Edwards’ 
world-leading mark of the year 
by 11 centimetres. Edwards, 
who ran through his second at- 
tempt and only managed 16.80 
on his third, slipped back, to 
bronze as Quesada’ s colleague 
Aliccer Urrutia recorded 17.64 
which was eventually good 
enough for third place. 


Earlier in the day came con- 
firmation that Richard Nerurkar 
had been forced to pull out of 
tomorrow’s marathon because of 
a virus infection he had picked 
up in the last few days. 

The 33-year-old had been a 
realistic medal hope for Britain. 
He had feared the worst on 
Thursday night, although he de- 


cided to give it an extra day to 
see if he recovered. But last 
night the Wolverhampton-born 
charity worker was forced to 
give in to the virus and withdraw 
from tomorrow’s race. 

“It’s really unfortunate, be- 
cause I felt I was in great 
shape," Nerurkar said. “Now 
well never know what would 


have been. Last week I wasn’t 
running normally. In the build- 
up to a marathon you need to 
be running easily and relaxed 
and 1 wasn’t able to do that. I 
sensed something was wrong 
and the blood test I had showed 
an abnormal reading." 

The double Olympic champ- 
ion, Michael Johnson, has 


Photographs: Allsport 


polled out of American’s 4*10 
metres relay squad because of 
the leg cramp which struck him 
in Tuesday’s world 400 metres 
final. Johnson's agent. Brad 
Hunt, said Johnson’s leg was still 
sore. “Michael and Clyde Hart 
[his coach] decided a few days' 
rest would be best for Michael 
for the rest of the season." 



Boldon delivers but Ottey foils again 


A to Boldon enjoys victory yesterday Photograph: Allsport 


Ato Boldon finally matched his 
words with deeds last night as 
he ran away with the 200 metres 
final, writes Mike Rowbottom. 

Two metres dear as the line 
approached, he was able to 
take a look either side before 
raising his arms to acclaim the 
victory which so many - and not 
least himself - had forecast 
would arrive in the 100m final. 

The fust man to run out and 
greet him as he sank to the track 
was his friend and training part- 
ner, Maurice Greene, who had 
come through to win the short 
sprint five days earlier. 


In the absence of the defend- 
ing champion, Michael Johnson, 
Boldon - who was hampered by 
cramp in the 100m final after 
recording 9.87sec in the second 
round -always said the 20ftn was 
his race. He recorded 20-04sec 
as he slowed before the line, with 
Frankie Fredericks taking yet an- 
other silver in 2023, and the 
bronze going to Claudini da 
Silva, of Brazil, in 2026. 

Boldon was less manic after- 
wards than he has been of late 
and seemed genuinely moved at 
winning his first major title. 

“This was probably my worst 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Aussie rules 

JOT: North Melbourne 17.14 ill® fir BrSDane 
9.5 l59>. 

Baseball 

NATIONAL LEMBUe Nw Yam M«b 12 Colorado 
4; PtHadetplsa 6 Houston 4: Ansoutfi 5 Fton- 
(to 1: Ctvchao Cite 6 Sen Francoco 3, Qrven- 
nsti 7 San ttego ft Los Angrtes 9 Montreal 4; 
Atunu 3 Si lAR O. 

AMERICAN LEAGUE DetrW 8 Kansas Cry 4; <**- 
bnl S Mfeautee 4; Toronto 4 Oevetond ft Saxon 
7 Mmesoc 6j New York Voiwes ATeras ft Seat- 
tle 3 Chcago White S« 2. 

Basketball 

Watforti Royals have signed the Amer- 
ican forward Jimmy Ratliff, wife was Der- 
by Storm's leading scorer last season. 

Bowls 

ENGLISH WOMEN'S NATIONAL. CHAMPION. 
SHIPS (Royal Leamington Spa) Pah* cham- 
ptanaNp quwter-flnata: A Seal aid C Oudworth 
iBrantree) tn L Dent ana M Bon** (BackmA. 
Deitwsrarol 23 19. Two Wood stogie*, qnartor 
BnaiB: A PwwtCaftton Conway. Nc*ra)&tRH«- 
tan* (PorWieafl. RBU 16-7: M Barter (Sectored 
« E FnwMW (Bottom 1A-H.-W Hawes (OwoAC 
end a btP Strong (Lincoln RaAwoyl 1&9. JBar- 
W-tmem (Hccm&vm Caeharv w W Day (Par- 
shore. Wans 16-13. SomUktak: Rater M Bator 
1 8 - 8 : Kawra K Bmv-Aooon 1M. 

Boxing 

Thatand's VbKtha SHJi Oar retained the 
ttaW doting Association junior ban- 
tan-wogit title yesterday in a unanimous 
decision over his Argentine challenger 
Jesus Rojas. 

Roy Jones Jnr knocked out his teflow 


American Monasfl Grfffin In the fist round 
to take back the World Boxtag Council 
light heavyweight title on Thursday at 
fbxwoods Castno, Ledyard. Connecnt- 
cul 

Cycling 

Christian Henn. of Germany, won the 
120km third stage of the Tour of Den- 
mark race between Nordborg and 
Hadeistev yesterday. Glovann Lombardi 
of Italy, who vren Thursday's stage, took 
over the yellow jersey as overall leader 
from Australia's Rotfoie McEwert. Henn 
and Lombardi are both with the six-man 
German TSetam team. The 859km race 
ends In Copenhagen on 10 August. 

TOM OF DENMARK ?tM stag* (120tan,fra*i 
NanOrorf to federate*, Don) LsaOkig placing*: 

1 C HertilGefl Tfefcom 2W 37rr«n 2Swc; 2 M 
Stete (Dent fest Danrra* *-2ttc 3 J Site (LaO 
fleacftabnrvi +iissc*8Hamtu^rirten)TVM 
m me Bma: 3 B Holm (Deni reteam -‘-l'Hec 6 
M BvfWlj iDen) OWWiartC 7 F Curt TO Scig- 

rxxB J Scnaffiwft (Gen Teteont 9 BRKs (Den) 
Tetetomr 10 p Merten (Den) US Postal a* at 
Overall rtndtop (MW three stage*) 16 ipnv 
baa* (Hi Teteom Wfrr 22mn 5S9BK 2 F Gwfl 
+ 3sec: 3 R McEwen ite*j fetxtenk seme m 
4CHon -LSsecflJSAios +llsec;6BHnw- 
Dur»r s-iasec: 7 P Meren sfl; 8 LVen Ban peai) 
Raoooanfc + iBsec fl B Rrs +£9see; 10 a Baf- 
ft «u us Posts! tZOsec. 


tei tear, rfwnawfcSenew Tees Hwauarin 
Srrwm dear. * bunx Virtual V»a# Gwwtfi 
u wtwaHert «ld nor sart (n fiat nrantf ; 8 Ms. 
Strateng* oa S a tmu ag Nations Cup safes: 

1 Groat Britain 30ipts; 2 USA2a5:3GeciTany 
35.5. Supraae Rkkteo Hunter ChanptonaMp: 
The General MTrevRNck); Resene: Co m pactor 
(D GUnai. Kanygotd HR te Hurry: IVte Dn- 
tosoer(EVMt«lerVtouBn. N«H 26«5. 65.0Ss«S 

2 Mighty Blue IR Smith, GB) 2S. 62.03; 3 Inno- 
cence (B (tots**. US) 25. 62.68. 

Footbalt 

Crystal Palace are ready to pay Wolves 
£2m far Neil EmtXen, who can play in 
defence or midfiek), but the deal is un- 
likely to go through until next week. 
Birmingham have railed with a joint of- 
fer for Paui Trollope and Ashley Ward, 
who prater to stay with Derty than make 
a £2m move to the Blues. 

Stoke have signed Stephen Tweed, the 
former Hibernian defender, from the 
Greek dub lonlkos. 




Hsritopoot Wat Qrant (ItaiwanJt Lutnn to MOaft 
NeB Mom Wjaflwaoed Southampton to Gimg- 
ham; DmM Seal iftywart) Bnsioi City to 
NanhanttKort; Dsrid Rainey (winftr) 

Comades QV *0 n fbrt vw* (traO 




technical race of the season. 
But what plan and what your 

body allows you to do are often 
different things What this was all 
about was the placing, ” he said 
Boldon, a noted student of 
his event, added: “I am defi- 
nitely the nerd of the sprints. Af- 
ter what I have done here, Vm 
somewhat disappointed be- 
cause 1 will have to go home 
with the statistic that I was the 
slowest winner of this tide.” 
That should not entirely ruin 
his sense of satisfactioa 
Merleoe Ottey’s last chance 
of an individual medal at a 


70 69; A Fontoraod Oat) 67 72: P Mrtchad TO 
69; J lam 69 to. 140 FTamaud (Ft) 70 TO; 
R fteflerty 73 67; P Bxadhnt 72 0B: C Roaa 
90 70 7ft M fee 69 7t M Oender (Sne) 73 
67; R anted 71 69: O Carter 70 70: S v*to- 
Her 71 39; M Gnrtw* C9wel 70 TOt I tVnwn 
73 67: J Rotson 69 7tM Fatty <Fi) 71S9:D 
Borrego (Sp) 70 70: J Wade iAusi Ti €9; P 
HH^snto ff*5rt 72 68; P UrtHat (Spl 70 7ft 
UStFQA HSBtDLrs CLASSIC (Maaaefe- 
M«to) Urodhto finirraaMl nm (US ortafe 
st>todc68JRKocACJDivcdn;69KMtott>(AM; 
TO S Sttmhauer. r, SaOO, P Hurot. A Frumwth; 
71 H Tacheoer. D Peeper, M House. AFrrtey, V 
Fagan, m Oobak. J McQR, J BrueMHottr. D Am- 
maoeapana, CH fecn (5mm). 


global championships disap- 
peared 40 metres from the line 
in last night’s 200m final. 

The withdrawal of the de- 
fending champion. Gwen Tor- 
rence and the Olympic 
champion, Marie-Jose Perec, 
appeared to have given Ouey an 
outstanding chance of signing off 
with a third consecutive 200m 
title. But despite being the dear 
leader as she turned into the 
final straight, the 37-year-old 
Jamaican came under challenge 
from Zhanna Pinrussevich, the 
100m silver medallist. 

For a moment, the self-styled 


“grandmother of sprinting” 
strained to hold off the advance 
of the Ukrainian, as if she were 
bolding off the advance of time 
itself. The crowd seemed to be 
willing her on. But it was not 
enough. 

The Ukrainian, whose jubi- 
lation after the 100m had been 
cut short when she realised 
that Marion Jones had taken the 
gold, was able to celebrate 
freely this time after winning in 
2232sec, with Sri Lanka's Su- 
santhika Jayasingbe taking sfl- 
ver in 22.39, O.Olsec ahead of 
the exhausted Ottey. 


retain his title #■■■ 

Kipketer 
strolls to 

800m 

victory 

W3son Kipketer rf Demote 

49 6S for the 6^ Jap. but al- 
though his victory was never in 
doubt be couldj notitoraten the 
record of 1:41.73 which he shares 
with Britain’s Sebastian Coe. 

The record, the oldest stand- 
ing mark in the sport, was set 
by Coe in 1981. Kipketer 
equalled the time last month in 
Stockholm. “I wasn’t worried 
about a record " Kipketer said. 

-I ran a race where 1 knew they 
couldn't catch me.” 

The 26-year-old, who also 
smashed the indoor fWOm marie 
twice in three days at the Eu- 
ropean Championships al Pare 
in March. hBS been undcfcalcd^ 
in the 800m over the last twc^.l 
years and is the only runner 
since 1984 to go under 1:42. 

Cuba’s Norberto Tellez look 
the silver in 1:44.00 with Amer- 
ican Rich Kenah running a lrfe- 
ume best of 1:44-25 to take the 
bronze. The Norwegian 
Olympic champion Vehjoem 
Rodal was never in contention 
and finished fifth. 

The Kenyan-born Kipketer 
missed out on the Atlanta 
Olympics last year because of a 
wrangle between the Kenyan 
federation and bis adopted 
Denmark after he renounced 
his Kenyan citizenship. 

Meanwhile, in the women’s 
events. Morocco’s Nezha 
Bidouaoe recorded one of the 
biggest shocks of the World 
Championships with a drairra^,.. 
ic late run to win the women’^* 
400m hurdles final. 

After hitting the home 
straight several strides behind 
the Olympic champion Dean 
Hemmings .and defending 
champion Kim Batten, the Mo- 
roccan produced a remarkable 
last 100 metres and pipped 
Hemmings on the line with a fi- 
nal burst after the last hurdle. 

Bidouane. who has never 
done anything of significance at 
a major championship before., 
finished in 52.97sec with Hem- 
mings second in 53.09. Work! 
record holder Batten hung on 
for bronze in 53.52. 

Bidouane is the second Mo- 
roccan gold medallist of the 
championships. Hicham El 
Guerrouj, who won the men's 
1500m on Wednesday, joined 
Bidouane on her on her victo-'f^ 
ry lap and helped hoist her into'"’/ 
the air. 

Bidouane first made her 
mark in 1990 by winning the 
African championship, but was 
unable to go further than the 
semi-finals at the 1991 World . 
Championships and 1992 
Barcelona Olympics. She went 
out in the heals in the 1993 
championships in Stuttgart. 
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TODAY 

Football 

3.0 unless stated 
Major football fievras: Page 27 
TENNENTS HIGHLAM} LEAGUE CUP Hrst 
round: CJactmacutkSn v Fort WiUam; Cone 
Rangas v Buckle Thisde; Roues Mechanics 
v Elgin; ftaseitouigi v DoverorwaJe; Keith v 
Humiy; Lossfemouhv Naim County. Rater- 
head v Rothes: V«ck Academy v Brora 



MTEHNAHONAI. ROBW (BaBRuora); Ufflt- 
ad Sraw 0 Bteoar 1 W SeneftB 83) 


ii* i v;.| j . 


WALKfJt CUP 7EMKS (Hotbed States m Ormttt 
Britain and ntond, fttecar RHrb, Nbw York, 
SMuntoy wf Sunday): Unfed States: 1 
Coorvtoe evafaro, Conneedut, age 38). D 
DMctar (HBor Head. S Carodna, 4ti.BOdK 
lO^tend Parv. Kansas. 22). J Oora (Vtoante. 
Calfomo. 23). J Hants (EiJna. MJnnaaots. 45). 
J Man caater*3, ?0), H Laen IDay- 

««v owa 21). B Mroucd (Msfcem. Pemafennta. 
4S), S Scott (Corto SpnngJ, Ftorte. 19). C Wo§- 
namiPame. own. 22). Hcantefec captfec 
0 bay (Pensacota, ferte). 




Speedway 

THURSDAY'S LATE RBSUUS: Bfe laafeC to- 
SMCti 45 (On© Lynrr 45. Rrentor Lea&xr. 
Shtftokl 49 Stoka 41. 





Tumle 


UAHS: Dafe Rapa tforefiod) BwnMey to son- 
tfwpa; feMn Oavla <*aaftaai»*J O*on ed 


WORL D ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 


UH0H 

200 metros final taW spsa* + 2 J 0 
t Ato Bokton (TVIb) 

2 Pcafela Frariaritea (Nam) 70 Jt 3 

3 Ctoadtaol Da Slw (Br) _20i6 

4 1 GW« (Cuba) 203t S G PBfegMMOU; 

)05 fflr) 20-32; 6 O Thompson fto) 2037. 
7 J DmnvnmdWS) 20.44;_S P Stawns (Befl 
20.44. 

800 in at ros fiaat 
lWBsonKfototer(Dea) 

2 MortMrts Taflai (CutiaJ 

3 Rich Keoab CUS) - 

4 P Koncte^h B V ^Wori 

U44^3; ® M KO&3 pieitl) 1 .44^5 , T P 
SS^rbten) H4S54; 8 M Everen (US) 
U49JJ2. 

WP ** JUn T am \ . HM.I 17 SB 

lYoeMs dutsade (Wba) — : — 

2 Jonathan Bferaixls {»? 




Women 

200 nctroa final hrind spaed: -0.7 raps) 

1 Zhanna PMmaavfcft (Ufa) ..22 32tec 

2 SnsanthBta Jayasingha (8 L*nfca)-2J9 

3 Merten Ottey (Lain) .. .7? 40 

4 YCeshchOW (RUS) 22.40; 3 I Mfer (US) 
2252; 8 M Trandenmva (Rus) 22.65; 7 M 
Garastad Taylor (Aus) 22.73: 8 S Rahc (Pr) 
22-81. 

400 mama hurdles final 

1 Nroha 8MoanB (Mod S2L97 

2 Daen Henantaga (lam) — -5a 09 

3 Win Batten (US) . -58 . 3 2 

4TTBreshchuk (Uh) 53.81; 5 0 Pams Uam) 
54.19: 8 T Buford Batfey (US) 54.77: 1 S 

Orf) 55.25; 8 ASacfett (BartM 55.63. 
AsOOO nMtros rofer aeniMInaM (lim( 3 (n 
each beat pkn 2 fastest kmn to final): 
Hut 1 : 1 UrSted Katas 41.52; 2 Ranee 
42.53: 3 Mgena 43.00: 4 Greece 43. 15: 5 
Austrate 43^1: 6 Ukraine 43.87; 7 Braol 
43.69: 8 te)y 44.1R Heal 2; 1 Bahamas 
42 19 ; 2 fematca 42J51: 3 Fintend 42.51; 

4 Russra 42.69; S China 42.92; 8 Oofomtta 
43.51; 7 Finland 44.08: 8 Japan 44^6. 
800 metres who«*cfetr 

1 Louise Sauv^a (fiua)~lP*n SZJtlxc 

2 Chantal Pntfctof* tcanj 

3 Tand Gray (GB) L-1S&A6 

4MW8na3Dum(Sro) t57.1ft 5LA»M^( 
(fial 137.7ft 6 E Hunhaiw (SunU 2K3.B7. 
7 y semfech (Geo 2:07^4: 8 1 Komwwni 
(Grt 3K)7^3. 


May* Bceedole > . 

&06«a: vrertroo’ajfiaRrtfenterf c - 

8JfeMntooto7rai«tifemA:4.' v : .' .,.V 
«SfemUtoinm'a8D0mfee- 
4JtscTNbnwi*a tarRjurae M •' .; > 

420: tterrH hsoOm imi ,. 

efiBt Woratfrt lOOiaiMieatetmrad?-' 
gjft fifotepS l a Md ffefe ■' Ail - : 
SOScMenV 4*400te aeaafeaiK 
B^R.Wmiwratodqom a a roFfiwfe ; . 
BOS: Waraerrs ROCXwi feu r ^ ;. v ■ - ; 
8AO:Han-* '-a*iaOm run l fe sh V; 

rJOs lMsitan's AxtOO w Brng. •- X 

TV TOAES: B8Ct 4^36raa .WC2 
r^spnw. dnaupote' frSaoi-AlSnJflfe 
3Jt>-Ta5prv 

Kwocnwr . 

BbOBaw Mart ™nBw One 

ajftMMYinetoarttmlv >' 
a^OpacMert pete wit «Mt •• ' v* r. 

<Wftpbfnert rttfjjgraoteroi ^ 

4 4&.M913 fetotofiaal - «. 1- ;r% . - 

6.00: Vteawn'a lliO)e.f«d»i> j»mal B ate 
SJKMevcS4ioemfimi . • - 

6&&i»fs«GCl)nSn *, r * ,V>vr 
«JJ5; Woerona tefeOra ttoaT . ' 

waiterfs loom fufea unto - > 
OMk am «£40flhi feat . 

TVTMEft BBCxOSJStoilL" 

repswrt oaj»*n.'4-2pr»\a^7jwt 1W 



WUWSON SWORD BUSH LEAGUE CUP 
first round: Aids v Brantwood; BaByctare 
Comrades v Royal Ulster ConstabtDay; Car 
n* Rangers v BantxWge; Chimney Comer 
v Cliftonvdje: Oookstown v Lame: Crusaders 
V Anna # iQnc txndela v Bafluriora utefc Dun- 
gannon Swifts v DtstWery, Glenavon v Har- 
^ Qemoean vTbhenZ. 

Utd, Uirwady un) y Bangor; UnfleW v 8a)- 
v Pbitadwm: 

Mcyote Park vCbterang- Wewiy y Batymorwy 
Utd ; Oma gi Town v Insumoon. 

^y STO NLEW KBIT IEABU& Beckentiam 

ftlktetone tovreta v VH*ers CrayfbrdDwL- 
fofo AOTeb« Greenuach v Timanj^ vwts: 
HemeBay vCrochermiii; HythevYWnwabte; 
^^v^;temsgaravSade Green: 
Swaoley FHjtdqss v Thamesrnead. 

22"! "SURANW COMHJOION First O*- 
^ kK K Portstnocm v Nonrich (2.0). 
^foPNDtY MATCHES: Ashford v Chelsea Xb 
Bow^WbodvWniWQdonM. 

Rn 0 >y Leagoe 
Speedway 

BimiSH GRAND PRK (7.0) fc» BiPdtoed). 


Other sports 

BOWLS: thud men’s Under -25 Test Extend 
* AuaOTto (Homchurcro: 0NBA Nadonal Cham- 
pans)*** tl£amm0nrv. 

EQUESTRIANISM: CtoMn Hwse Show. 

GOLR IMDonaW s WPGA Chamoionsrtp o( Eu- 
rape (GtofMagtes), 

MOTOR RACING: Brtosh Tounng Car Ctramn- 

wnship (SneroitDO). 

IBMUS: LTA SateHea Bwrwnenf (Southseai , 

TOMORROW ? 

Rugby League 

«»gt LEA8UE: Bradford BuVs v Leeds 
(^SShgWfoid vWAgen (6.30): a He- 
tens v Owuin (3XTi\ Wamogjon u Sotkxxi C3.QJ . 
OlVISIONM. PREMIBffiHH* Cunteie Poofc 
Barrow (3T»: Mvtehead v 
East YorfoMrc Root Huff 

V Bramtey (305): Huddersfield v Hunslet 13.0). 

Speedway 

* BraOfc") I64D; Em- 

nmMGR LEAGUE: Newcastle v Benmck 
(6J0). 

Other sports 

DOWJ&dvba Notfonaf Champfonshte (lea- 

iivngjtQn). 

EQUESTRIAMSM: Dutfin Horae Show. 

SSS , (SSS^^ ,Bah TDWingCarc? ^ 


■The Pressure's a» <5ri Jon hem. - 


husband, Jon 







COURT 1DURNA. 
MENT Glirtpes. MCQnd round: F MenOto (Spi 
«ta*de <ftt 6-4 4-tt W; c fS5s 

£|wl foJ “arn (So) 6-3 86 6-2; CCosta (Soi 

S^ronSS& fr3; iSancte rh 

A CW Ct ASStC tVDKEFTS TOURNAMENT 

asftasttif * 4 v »wSS 

WS) 7^ 6-4: N Tbuw (Ft) ht RPo lUS) 7< 

u IfeAL 1 1* M iCTDIal 7-5 tJ-B 

K>)*rtw IftJKv Soadta (US) $. ? 830-4. 


»ut>pies (IKB orsan - hfnfh'Tr ii7r n ■ ■ , 
stops- Rossr aadc.^ British u»F 

Jetes team captain, on tea- - . 

helped ran more tfian he 
me. Ato Bokton, World Champ- 
jonships 100 

favowae -who .flntenedifttv. on I 


£> li Ski 



frHE-i npependent^^ 
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Youthful 

5JJ Rose ready 

to blossom 
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A .*. rt ^ n ™ n become the youngest golfer 
in Walker Cup history today Amfrfi»r»n 
(, Ne» Vb*. ta,™, L 

Youth being the flavour of the 


-••-iqr 


sporting moment, Great Britain 
and Ireland set about their de- 
fence of the Walker Cup with 
the youngest player ever to 
compete in the biennial transat- 
lantic competition. Justin Rose 
is today 10 days past his 17th 
birthday but the does not slop 
him being a key member of a 
side which also con tains the 44- 
year-old Open silver medal 
winner Barclay Howard. 

Rose is younger than Ronan 
Rafferty, Peter Baker and the 
American Roland Mackenzie, 
who were all also 17 when they 
t i ^ two-day ama [ euf 



* 


■.11. 




rsion of the Ryder Cup. Tall 
and strong, but also mature be- 
yond his years. Rose, who left 
school last year with eight 
GCSEs, has been groomed for 
his occasion almost like Tiger 
Woods. 

Photographic evidence exists 
of Rose, who was bom in South 
Africa of English parents, using 
plastic clubs and balls at 11 
months. He does not remember, 
but he does recall breaking 70 
for nine holes for the first time. 
He was five. “Dad would give 
me little targets," Rose said, 
“and would give me a train set 
or something if when 1 did 
them." 

In this, his first su mm er as a 
lull-time amateur. Rose won the 
Si Andrews Links Trophy. “At 
mt start of the season 1 felt it 
was unrealistic to make the 
Walker Cup, but it was what I 
wanted to achieve. All the tour- 
naments I played were mapped 
out to tty to gel into the team." 
His selection became inevitable. 
Peter McEvoy, the former 
British Amateur champion who 
played against Sandy Lyle and 
Nick Faldo before they turned 
pro. says Rose is better than ei- 
ther of those two at his age. 

"His maturity is what strikes 
you,” said Gary Wolslenbolme, 
who played fomsomes with Rose 
in an England international 
agains t Spain earlier this year. 


"You think he's 22 or 23. Tech- 
EbcdfyJiu has an extremely good 

Wofetenholme. famously, heal 
Tiger Woods as Great Britain 
and Ireland regained the Cup at 
Royal Ponhcawl two years ago. 
But overall, America lead the sc- 
ries 30 to four, with one tie. On 
home soil the Americans have 
only lost once, at Peachtree in 
1 9N9, and four years ago. led by 
the new Open champion Jason 
Leonard, delivered a thundering 
19-5 thrashing at lnterlachen. 

Where the visitors are better 
off ihls time is in having had four 
of their number- Steven Young, 
David Park, Richard Coughlan 
and Keith Nolan - play Ameri- 
can college gelt This is Rose’s first 
experience over here and Quak- 
er Ridge offers a typical US 
Open set-up with the thick rough 
around the greens lo be avoided. 

“This is my favourite type of 
golf," Rose said. “I prefer target 
golf to links golf. No doubt ITJ 
be nervous, but I don’t think 
there’s any extra pressure on me 
being the youngest. If you’re play- 
ing well you can cope with any- 
thing.'' 

While the Americans are led 
by Steve Scott. 19, the runner- 
up to Woods when he won a 
third US Amateur last year, and 
45-year-old John Harris, Great 
Britain and Ireland also have a 
range of youth and experience. 
Up to five of the team may turn 
pro after the match - Rose will 
probably stay on for one more 
match -but their are also career 
amateurs in the form of Ama- 
teur champion Craig Wilson, 31, 
Graham Rankin, also 31, Wol- 
stenholme, 36, and Howard 

The reformed alcoholic was 
the only amateur to play all four 
rounds at Royal Troon and has 
decided lo retire after playing 
for Scotland in the Home In- 
ternationals next month. “It’s 
lime to go.” he said. "I want to 
go out on a high and there’s no 
way you can top all this." 

Ifeams, Digest, page 24 


Kelleher guides 
f Irish into play-offs 
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BILL COLWILL 

reports from Harare 

Sara Kelleher guided Ireland to 
an unexpected 3-2 win against 
Japan in the World Cup quali- 
fying tournament here yester- 
day. with the victory earning her 
team a place in tomorrow's 
fifth-to-eighth play-offs. 

Ireland, who had just one 
' point from their labours here 
before yesterday's encounter, 
^tadtowin against the Japanese 
[to keep alive any hopes of mak- 
riug next year's finals in the 
s^feffeiands. They started bad- 
< % taring in two goals in the 
* [aliening 14 minutes and look- 
; mg ragged. 

Towards the end of Ihe rust 

half they won a string of penal- 
ty comers but wmre unable to 
breach the Japanese defenpjs, 
‘ with Japan’s goalkeeper Nima 
■ Miyazaki quite outstanding in 
cove ring her line. 

' Krfieher, who had turned in 
moderate efforts at the tourna- 


ment until this game, led Ire- 
land's recovery eight minutes 
into the second half with a 
strong run down the right. The 
Slough midfielder found Lynsey 
McVicker inside to strike die first 
blow into the back of the net 

Spurred on by a large band of 
supporters, the Irish again drove 
forward, though their endeav- 
ours received a setback with the 
temporary suspension of Mary 
Logue. Reduced lo 10 players, 
they forced a penalty comer in 
the' 43rd minute and Arlene 
Thompson scored the equaliser. 

At a penalty corner with just 
seven minutes remaining, lhe 
ball was switched by Thompson 
to KcHeher, who drove in the win- 
ning goal. There was still time for 
Japan's captain Sahori Miyaza- 
ki to hit the crossbar at the oth- 
er end, but the Irish survived. 
Their coach Tfcriy Gregg was ec- 
static. “You can’t believe what 
this result means to me,” he said. 
WOMEN'S WORLD CUP QUAlin ERS 

4 ambedwe 0. 




Darragh’s clear win 
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Equestrianism 

AENEWEEVE MURPHY 
^pbrKifiipm Dublin 

v Paul Danagfe jumped two dear 
rounds on die mare Scandal to 
lead Ir elan d to success in the 
Nations Gup at the Kcnygold 
' Duhfi^Ffense Show yesterday 
white Britain, the joint leaders 
afterfcefcst round, trailed mto 
fifties® 

^swho received the 
ophy from their 
ary Robinson, 
«omis«*i«£victory without Ed- 
die -MaCkea having to jump a 

- ringTe jence.' Like Ireland, 
• Britain hadthree clear circuits 
: in' the fhst -round, from Nick 
Belton" on Virtual Village 
aowiimfiiGeoff BUlington on 
. It’s Otto and Robert Smith on 
&tatorTfees Hanauer, with 
dhfl'Whifaker thus not : re- 
red to- jump Graihnuscn m 
B fiist rbtmd'. . , . . 

,_But cfema followed, with 
the elhnmstion of Bill mgtton, 
flip was the best of the British 
tqntingsnt ^eD sixth at iast 





sport 




Swede misses 
out on record 


•rSsw 5 ? 

hreak 60 in a foil event, in the 
Sd round of the Cjecb 
bpen near Prague yaterday. 

TTie Swede’s 10-under-I^ ^ 
sliced three strokes off the Kari- 
stein course record and earned 
him a share of the 
Spam’s Ryder Cup prospm, 
iSado Garrido, and another 
Spaniard, Miguel Jimenez- 
Early evening thunderetorms 
halted proceSgpw^ 
ers left to complete tbe ^. se ^" d 
rounds this morning. The first- 
round leader, Britain s Scott 
Henderson, was nine under par. 

two shots off the lead, with three 

holes left when play stopped. 

Sjoland was a stroke off the 
European Tbur record for IS 
holes as he joined Gamdo and 
Jimenez on ll-under-par 131, 
two strokes ahead of the field. 
The Swede also equalled the 
best score of the year, by 
Britain's Jamie Spence at the 
Cannes Open, as he picked up 

10 birdies by the time he tame 

lo the eighth, his 17th hole. 


Needing two more birdies for 

the first 59, a putt of 18 feet spun 
out of the cup on the eighth and 
he just missed the hole at Lhe 
ninth, his last, from 15 feet. 

Sjoland had switched to an 
old putter and needed only x5 
putts in his round. "I started 
thinking about the record after 
I birdied the fourth, my 13th 
bole.” said Sjoland. who led last 
year’s Italian Open with five 
holes left but finished second. 
"But when I lipped out on the 
eighth I knew it wasn’t to be.” 

Garrido continued his chal- 
lenge for a Ryder Cup place 
with a 65, while Jimenez post- 
ed 64. Another Swede, Daniel 
Chopra, is in the clubhouse on 
133 after a 63. 

Garrido, 10th in the Cup table 
in his race for a place on Seve 
Ballesteros’s team against the 
United States next month, can 
clinch his Dip place three weeks 
before the qualifying deadline, 
but Italy's Ccstantino Rocca, 
ninth, is almost certain to miss 
the cut here by a stroke. He could 
akn be passed by in the table by 
Ireland's Padnug Harrington, 
who is sax off the lead after a 6S. 


fourth fence, a treble, where Its 
Otto refused at the final element 
and sent poles flying in afl di- 
rections. It took five mmutes for 

the fence to be rebuilt 

Billington's day went from 
bad to worse when he feD from 
the horse after the final s fence. 
The judges decreed that he 
had fallen before going through 

the finish, and therefore 

eliminated. After Showtime 
and Hanauer had made srn^e 
errors, Whitaker could taw 
retrieved lhe situation with a 
clear round on Gra^usch, 
forcing a jump-off with fre- 

ST - but I* dropped wo 

fences to leave the team m fifth- 
The Netherlands moved up 
from fifth W be runners-up af- 
rer three faultless ^second 
rounds. Eric van der Vlcuten 
was the only Dutchman to em- 
ulate Darra^'sperformance of 
rwo clear circuits. 

Van der Vleuten s team- 
mates Jan Tbps, on Qperetre Ta 
sSa. and Piet Raymakers, part- 
nering the leading th . e 

1992 Olympics. Jewel s Classic 
Touch, were faultless at their 

second attempts. 

Results, Digest, page 27 
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Overmars to provide cutting edge 


[the well-known: 

IMPORT 


Glenn Moore 

talks to the 
Dutch speedster 
who prefers to 
live life in the 
slow lane 

F rom Iceland's Bjami Gudjon- 
sson to Macedonia's Georgi 
Hristov, the foreign players 
have flown in this summer leaving 


fans scratching their heads and won- 
dering whether their manager has 
bought a carthorse ora diamond. Ar- 
senal. it appears, may have hough r 
both in one deal. 

Their main signing, the most en- 
ticing of the summer, is Marc Over- 
mars. a £6m recruit from Ajax. His 
pedigree is impressive - he is a Eu- 
ropean Cup winner and Wforid Cup 
quarter-finalist - and his past un- 
common. 

Overmars, who makes his Arsenal 
debut at Leeds United today, grew 
up on a family farm. It was a small- 
holding which had made little in- 
vestment in mechanisation. Thus, 
come time for the potato harvest. 
Overmars would yoke himself with 
a rope and haul along a cart while, 
behind him, other family members 
pulled out the crop. This, he thinks, 
may have contributed to his 
renowned pace. 

As muscle-building tales go, it is 
up there with the claim that Dickie 
Bird prepared for a season's um- 
piring by standing for horns with bags 
of sugar attached to his legs and that 
Anthony Nesty, Surinam's first 
Olympic swimming champion, 
gained his speed in shark-infested 
waters. This one, however, appears 
to be at least partially true. 

"I grew up on a farm," said Over- 
mars when wc met this week. “I used 
to help my grandfather who had no 
machines, no tractors. Each year 
when we harvested potatoes we had 
to do it with a rope from the front 
and few men standing on a platform. 
We would puli them along while they 
pulled up potatoes. They told me: 
‘This is good for you Marc’. Every 
year they would phone me and say: 
‘It is harvest time’." His grandfather, 
incidentally, still lives on the farm. 
He is, said Ovennars with noticeable 
pride, 94 years old. 

Overmars also attributes his pace 
to his mother - “she was quick but, 
being a farmer, had no time for 
sports" - and some weight-training 
he did as a small, slightly buili 
teenager. 

In those days, he was a junior with 



‘I want to win 
prizes. I ani used 
to doing that 
every year. I am 
24 and young 
and hungry' 

* Ti 

we thought: ‘We should enjoy this . j 
That was not always easy under 
Louis van GaaL the then Ajm 

who has joined Barodmia. Hcdow 

have a temper.” confirmed Over- 
mars. “There were many tunes we 
were meeting after the 
Mondav when be got so ancr\ his 
face went red. But he is so good as 
a coach. From player No I to No 20 
he <nves everyone the same ume, the 
same feeling that he is important. 
The quality of him was that he 
could see what you were doing 
wrong and get you training on it. 

“He was mv trainer for five years. 
He bought me and improved me a lot. 
He demands a tot but you hare to ad-, 

■ i ■ i l n In ii i lnr ■ 
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Marc Over mars will probably play In three positions this season - left mid right wing and, if necessary, just behind the striker or strikers Photograph: Colors port 


Go Ahead Eagles. Unlike most Ajax 
graduates, he did not come through 
the celebrated system but joined, at 
19. from Willem n. No sooner did 
he arrive than the team took off, win- 
ning everything available. 

“We were omy 22, 23 and we were 
so confident, every game we would 
go on the pitch whistling, expecting 
to win 3-1 or 4-1. And we were so 
popular, everywhere we went It 
was unbelievable.” His eyes are full 
of the happy memories but then his 
voice drops as be adds “but it is im- 
possible to keep a team at that kind 
of level.” 

Ravaged by Bosman, Ajax fell 
from grace, barely making the Uefa 
Cup test May as players came and 


went Eventually Ovennars joined 
the exodus consummating a move to 
Arsenal which had been long fore- 
cast. 

“I spoke to Dennis Beigkamp 
many times, though his being here 
was not the reason I came. He said 
he was much more settled than in 
Italy and felt good. I think this is a 
country where 1 can be successful and 
enjoy the footbalL When I see the 
Italian game it is like chess. I don't 
like playing against them as there is 
so much emphasis on defence.” 

Overmais will start the season on 
the left flank for Arsenal who have . 
reverted to a4-4-2 system. “I do more 
running but I export that," he said. 
“I used to be a midfielder at 15, 16 


so I am used to it. I have been told 
1 have three positions, left and right 
wing or, when lan [Wright] or Den- 
nis are suspended or injurea, I could 
play in the middle behind the cen- 
tre-forward.” Although two-footed, 
he expresses a slight preference for 
the left whence he bewildered Nor- 
wich in Arsenal’s 6-2 win on 
Monday night 

He has already noticed a few dif- 
ferences. “The speed of the game 
is much quicker. Even in training it 
is very fast At Ajax we have a few 
minutes passing, then attack, we wait 
for the moment Here it is so quick 
mistakes are made. There is also 
more space, with Ajax we were al- 
ways pushing to get through as 


other teams defended with 10 
against us.” 

He also believes the refereeing is 
lenient though his team-mates, af- 
ter 83 Premiership bookings and six 
dismissals test year, may not agree. 
Ovennars, who has had one yellow 
card in his career, said: “When they 
kick me around my personality is not 
such that I get angry. 1 stand up and 
walk away. I am not a diver either, 
1 prefer to try and score." 

Overmars first came to promi- 
nence in England for winning the 
penally which earned the Dutch a 2-2 
draw in a World Cup qualifier at 
Wembley. It was won after he 
demonstrated his pace by skinning 
Des Walker. That pace is a big com- 


ponent of his game and there were 
naturally fears that he would lose it 
when he suffered a serious knee in- 
jury early last year. 

“I have done tests since and 1 am 
just as test as before. Z^rsonally, I was 
never afraid I would not recover, it 
was amply a matter of time. I tried 
to get back for Euro V6 but ir was 
impossible. 

“While it was not nice. I learned 
from the experience. Not playing for 
six to eight months makes you much 
hungrier when you start again. You 
need the bad times to appreciate- the 
good. With Ajax we won so many 
prizes we did not enjoy it properly. 
We won the European Cup and a day 
later we were training as normal and 


neucvt.1 UUWW-..; Cl— - 

“But (here were tunes when there 
were too many orders. After a while 
you wanted to do some things by in- 
stinct not the system.’' . 

And so to a Highbury great with 
expectation. “1 don't feel under 
pressure because 1 expect things from 
myself also. When I was IS. Willem 
bought me for a lot of money, it was 
not a problem for me. Nor when Ajax 
bought me. 

“I want to win prizes. I am used 
to doing that every year. I am 24 and 
young and hungry- F° r 026 there are 
two important prizes, the League and 
the Cup. There is also the Coca-Cola 
and, yes, Europe, but it is not the 
Champions' League." 

That last line gives away the stan- 
dards this small, neat and com- . 
posed man is used to. Lookings 
through his words he appears anPjj 
gant, but that has not come acrosi' 
in person as we have sat in the Hert- 
fordshire hotel where he temporar- 
ily lodges. The afternoon is to be 
spent house-hunting tn the local til- 
lages. Rumours that he is a playboy 
appear unfounded as he say’s: “I 
come from a small village anB pre- 
fer to live in the country. 1 like to see 
the sights but London is so big. even 
Amsterdam is big for me." 

He leaves with the complaint 
“the houses are so expensive round 
here". It is an odd comment for a 
highly paid star, but not for a 
farmer's son brought up to seek val- ' 
ue for money and also to proride it. 
Arsenal may have found a diamond. 


Bringing colour to the Black Country 


A s the remarkable becomes 
ever more routine in Eng- 
lish football, it seems un- 
exceptional for a dreadlocked 
Dutchman and a bespectacled 
frenchman to be managing ma- 
jor dubs in the cosmopolitan 
capital The advent of a chunky, 
chain-smoking Scandinavian at 
Wdsall may take more getting 
used to. 

If Jan Sorensen, who is into 
his second month at Besoot Sta- 
dium, was not quite a Ruud Gul- 
lit as a player, he certainly boasts 
a more impressive CV than Ar- 
Stxie Wengjzr. A playmaker in the 
mould of his fellow Dane Jan 
Molby, Sorensen was in the 
Club Bruges side which lost to 
Liverpool in the 1978 Euro- 
pean Cup final. 

Six years later, following 
Graeme Sou ness’ departure to 
Sampdoria, Sorensen was close 
to taking his place at Anfield. 
There were also spells with 
Ajax (under Johan Cruyff) and 
Feyenoord, as well as numerous 
caps for the emerging Denmark 
side in (he company of Allan Si- 
monsen, Soren Lerbv and Jes- 
per Olsen. 

Scepticism was nevertheless 
rife when Walsall, a middling 
Second Division outfit, unveiled 


When ir was reported that Paul 
Merson was to be sold to 
Middlesbrough, most Arsenal 
fans simply could not believe 
that the story was true. The first 
1 knew of the transfer was via a 
phone call from a gleeful 
Tottenham supporter who 
clearly felt that Merson’s de- 
parture was potentially as dam- 
aging to Arsenal as the loss of 
Teddy Sheringham was to Spurs. 

Merson was the Arsenal 
player most coveted by Totten- 
ham fans, his inventive skills 
more in keeping with Totten- 
ham's traditions than Arse- 
nal’s. During his 11 years at 
Highbury, Merson had lit up 
many a dreary Arsenal perfor- 
mance. He wasa match-winner. 
He could go past defenders, he 
could create goalsconng 
chances for others and he could 
score goals himself, many of 

them spectacular. _ 

Moreover, Merson « Arse- 
nal through and through. He 
may have support^ Cbcb^ 
a boy, but as far as Arsenal fans 
are concerned the Mersc is 
one of their awn. When he con- 
fessed bis addictions to booze, 
gambling and cocaine two years 


Chris Nicholi’s successor. It 
was not just that they had en- 
trusted (heir fortunes to a for- 
eigner with no grounding in the 
domestic game or in manage- 
ment. The word was that he was 
a times hare salesman from 
Thmworth. 

Sorensen, now 42, separates 
fact and fiction with a hearty 
laugh and in near-perfect Eng- 
lish. He was indeed out of the 
game for eight years. "Then 
again Kevin Keegan had seven 
years away before going to New- 
castle ana I’m a bigger name 
than him in Europe,” he says, 
tongue not obviously in cheek. 

There is no attempt, either, 
to deny that he has been domi- 
ciled m the aforementioned 
town for five years, having mar- 
ried a Midlands girl he met 
while living in Portugal. That, 
he believes, was Walsall’s good 
fortune rather than something 
to apologise for. 

Yet the timeshare bit is, he 
suggests, somewhat fanciful. 
“After I stopped playing I lived 
in the Algarve, where there’s not 
much to do except get drunk in 
a bar, play golf or try to earn 
some money. I sold real estate 
for a major British property 
company, though for the past 
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THE UNKNOWN IMPORT 


Phil Shaw meets Jan Sorensen, the 
Dane who wants to make Walsall great 


few years 1 was European mar- 
keting manager for a tenpin 
bowling company." 

How did he make the leap 
from that to preparing to kick 
off at the FA Cup semi-finalists, 
Chesterfield, today? “The foot- 
ball kept coming back to me. I 
watched dozens of matches last 
season at ail levels. So when this 
job came up I wrote to the chair- 
man [Jeff Booser], 1 asked what 
be bad to lore ty speaking to me 
for an hour. 

“He invited me for a chat and 
it went on for about five hours. 
They checked me out in a way 
that probably no other candi- 
date was, but I was happy with 
that because it meant their de- 
cision was the right one. They 
seemed to like my ideas, plus 
the fact that Tve got contacts on 
the Continent, which is impor- 
tant now. 

“People say Whlsall axe tak- 
ing a risk, but I say I was the 
safest bet What makes more 
sense: to take on someone 
who's been sacked a few times. 


or someone that’s proved him- 
self at everything ne's done?” 

Walsall's set-up was already 
surprisingly European. The 
general manager, Paul Urylor, 
takes care of the scouting sys- 
tem, transfer negotiations and 
players’ contracts. Sorensen 
and Derek Moun (field, whom 
he re-signed as player-coach 
weeks after NichoQ released 
him, are free to concentrate on 
the team. 

Sorensen soon demonstrated 
a realistic streak in his revolu- 
tionary spirit, bringing the 
squad back in after lunch in- 
stead of letting them practise 
their putting or go shopping. 
*TVe tried to get across to (hem 
that it’s better to have a shit 
month now and be able to 
cruise through the season than 
to be constantly trying to catch 
up on fitness levels.” 

Before beginning ball work in 
earnest, Sorensen put his play- 
ers through two weeks of rig- 
orous running. He is adamant 
that stamina and discipline are 


prerequisites for playing the 
one-touch, attacking style in 
which he is steeped 
“You can’t expect Second 
Division players to perform tike 
Premiership stare. But you can 
still aspire to do it and I have a 
feeling my players fancy going 
for iL The British have always 
been good at (he physical side 
but less so the tactical and the 
technical, though it’s definitely 
improved in the last few years.” 
Crewe, under Dario Gradi. 
won promotion from Walsall's 
level adhering to what Sorensen 
hails as pore football values. 
However, it was Bury, “a very 
powerful side”, who took the ti- 
tle. Although that fact tempers 
his idealism, mention of top 
scorer Kyle Lightbourne's 
£500,000 switch to Coventry 


itive thinking that led Walsall to 
choose him ahead of Willie 
Donachie, Gordon Cowans and 
Frank Stapleton. 

“Kyle did brilliantly last sea- 
son, but other sides were able 
to say: ‘Stop him and we'll 
probably stop Walsall scoring.’ 
That made us easer to defend 
against. I want is to score goals 
from all over the team." 

Sounds not unfikelbtal Foot- 


ball, as exemplified by Cruyff 
and Co. “You could say that,” 
Sorensen ays. “Put it this way, 
I won't complain if my right-back 
scores 15 this season.” 

In reality, he will be look 
more to a French striker - 
Basfle Boll’s brother, Roger - 
whose capture this week has fu- 
elled his natural optimism. “I 
haven't promised toy chairman 
We’D go up this season. Our bud- 
get isn't the biggest, to say the 
least, but I do intend to do it 
within my two-year contract 
“Why not? There’s 300,000 
people in WaLsali, so we'd pack 
the place out if Wolves, West 
Brom and Stoke were coming 
here in the First Division. And 
I don’t plan to leave after that 
because the club would give me 
such a damn good contract 
that I’d have to stay!" 

The hype and hopes of Au- 
gust often turn to sawdust by 
September, but Sorensen is 
sure he will not buckle under 
the legendary pressure of his 
new profession. “I thrive on 
stress,” he asserts. “It can be a 
positive thing, to get the adren- 
alin going. It was fun doing a 
million-pound deal in the com- 
mercial world, but I’d sooner 
win 3-0.” 



Jan Sorensen: ‘People say Walsall are taking a risk but 
I say I was the safest bet* Photo^Tphl 


Paul Merson 




By Paul Elliott 

ago, the chib and the fans stood 
by him. Their faith was re- ; 
warded when Merson returned ; 
to peak form in the past two 
seasons. 

Merson andTbny Adams are 1 

A 1 MaM Inrtrl rtf nloti I 




why did Arsfcne Wenger sell 
Merson? So far. the Arsenal 

S t’s explanations have 
Kuffiaeat. Certainly, as 
stressed, £4.5in is a lot 
of money for a 29-year-old, but 
surely Merson still has a few 
good years in him? 

The sale of Merson is 
Wenger’s first questionable 
decision as Arsenal manager. 
Until now, his transfer dealings 
have met with universal 
approval among Gunners fans. 
Wenger’s first signing - Patrick 
Vieira from Milan - was rightly 
acclaimed as a masterstroke. 


Vieira is widely acknowledged 
as one of the strongest mkmeld 
players in the Premiership. 
Wenger has continued to buy 
wisely, strengthening the squad 
with a mixture of youth (Anel- 
ka. Upson, Boa Morte, Mau- 
nmger) and experience (Garde, 
Overmais, Petit), but was it nec- 
essary to sell Merson? Wenger 
insists that there was no pres- 
sure from the Arsenal board to 
sell the player, so why do so? 

If Arsenal are to challenge 
for the Premiership title this 
season they need the strongest 
squad possible and Merson 
was stul among the better 
players at the dub. 

The sale of David Platt will 
have few Arsenal fans com- 
plaining. On the contrary, many 
will sigh with relief. Platt came 
as England captain, but has 
underachieved. Merson may 
have been outshone by 


Bergkamp last season, but be is 
still a better player than Platt. I 

Arsenal fans shed no tears 
when Wenger offloaded David 
Hillier, Eddie McGoldrick and 
Steve Morrow - mediocre foot- 
ballers to a man. The Arsenal 
team had been foil of such play- 
ers during the latter part of 
George Graham’s reign but 
Paul Merson was different. 
Merson, tike Ian Wright, could 
win a game with one incisive 
piece of skill. It is conceivable 
that Arsenal have seen the best 
of Paul Merson, but if Wright 
can still perform to Premiership 
standard at 33. why not Mer- 
son? 

Of course, if Arsenal win the 
Premiership next May, Paul 
Merson will not be missed. 
Thai’s football, after alL No- 
body pined for departed heroes 
like Anders Limpar or David 
Rocastle when the Gunners 
lifted three cups between 1993 
and 1994. However, if Wenger's 
Arsenal fafl to win a trophy this 
season, questioifi wfil be asked 
in the public bouses around N5. 
Above all else, Arsenal tens may 
wonder Where was the Mersc 
when we needed him? - 
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Preparing for a season of boom or bust 
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Glenn Moore 

looks ahead to 
the ups and 
downs of the 
forthcoming 50 
weeks of action 

For a few days this summer the 
plans of Premiership managers 
were thrown into disarray/nicy 

f ted, mobile phones in hand, 
ii the British Airways strike 
lifted and they could co 
shopping again b 

The mmediate results of 
tneir xoOm summer spree on 
overseas players will be visible 
mis afternoon as new recruits 
from Portugal to Georgia, but 
mostly from Scandinavia, open 
the new season. 

They will run out in freshly 
painted stadiums, to the cheers 
of newly replica-kitted sup- 
porters, and all will seem riaht 
on planet football 
Dcwn in the basement, how- 
eveir, at places like Scarborough 
and Exeter, anxious chairmen 
wul be counting the takings and 
tendering whether a dutch of 
ffee transfers from their rivals’ 
reserves will somehow create 
enough interest to turn a prof- 
it come May. 

The game is in the midst of 
a boom, but it is also on the 
brink of bankruptcy. As this 
week’s Deloitte & Touche re- 
port underlined, the game’s 
wealth is increasingly bein'* 
concentrated within the Pre- 
miership. 

The combined turnover of 
Manchester United and New- 
castle United, for example, ex- 
ceeds that of all 48 clubs in the 
lower two divisions. 

The boom is largely down to 
Sky Television who, this year, will 
pay Premiership dubs £175m for 
the right to show their match- 
w/This is 60 times higher than 
v, Jecade ago. Undoubtedly this 
wealth has primarily been a 
force for good. The new and re- 
vamped grounds, the 
Bergkamps and Zolas, the in- 
crease in spectators of both 
sexes, all stem from this input. 



Ready for action: A groundsman at Cambridge United prepares the Abbey stadium pitch for the start of the season 


But opportunities are being 
missed - in the last 12 months 
£120m has been lost to the 
English game in transfer fees 
paid overseas. Vast amounts 
have also been spent on players' 
wages and agents’ commissions. 
Used more wisely, this money 
could have been used to improve 
facilities and youth develop- 
ment throughout the game. 

The Premiership chairmen 
have agreed to pay £5m a year 
to the Fbotball Trust and' the 
same to the Nationwide League 
for youth development, but this 
largesse is still only she per cent 
of their Sky income. There may 
be further grants as, despite six 
months' debate, they are still ar- 
guing about dividing the spoils. 


This may be an subject for the 
government’s football task force 
to address, although one sus- 
pects this well-intended but ill- 
considered initiative will soon 
founder through lack of teeth 
and poor leadership. It is hard 
to see how David Mellor can 
force dubs to reduce admission 
prices while there are people 
like himself prepared to pay 
them, or what he has in com- 
mon with those fans still pining 
for the terraces. 

While the condusion of the 
Winchester court case has re- 
moved one festering sore, we 
still await the bung inquiry's re- 
port more than a year after be- 
ing assured by Rick Parry, then 
the Premier League’s chief ex- 


ecutive, that it would be out 
within a fortnight Apparently 
it has been with the lawyers for 
months. 

On a more positive note, 
November sees the Football 
Association Council consider 
Howard Wilkinson’s Charter 
for Quality, which seeks to re- 
dress 30 years' raisjudgment in 
the coaching of young players. 
By then, England may have 

S nalified for the World Cup - 
so, one hopes the council do 
not use it as an excuse to resist 
As the season goes on, the 
World Cup will increasingly 
dominate thoughts. The glob- 
alisation of the English game 
(the Premiership has 133 for- 
eign players representing 37 


countries) means the tourna- 
ment is likely to be followed 
more closely than ever. 

England, if they qualify, have 
an outside chance of making 
the final but, given the prox- 
imity of France, there will be al- 
most as much resting on the 
performance of the fans as the 
players. 

Before then, we have a do- 
mestic campaign to savour with 
a quintet of high-spending dubs 
threatening Manchester Unit- 
ed's hegemony at home, while 
there is also room for op timism 
abroad. 

While changes in the struc- 
ture will make it harder for 
British dubs to progress in the 
Champions’ League, Liverpool 


Chelsea and Arsenal look 
strong enough to ensure Eng- 
lish interest in Europe well 
into the new year. 

The fortunes of the latter two 
will be followed by Channel 
Five, who have become the lat- 
est company to pin their for- 
tunes on football Advertising 
executives seem as besotted as 
those in television and it is 
hard to recall the days when 
football was so unloved it was 
restricted to two television high- 
lights programmes, a couple of 
boys’ magazines and a page or 
two in the newspaper. 

Next on the television agen- 
da is pay-per-view, with Sky 
likely to try an experiment lat- 
er in the season. By the early 
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years of the next century, 
digital television could be es- 
tablished with every game avail- 
able - at a price - and 
Premiership clubs rich beyond 
even current dreams. 

Even then, however, money 
will not guarantee success. That 
is why Middlesbrough and 
Manchester City are in the Na- 
tionwide League and Barnsley 
and Wimbledon in the Carling 
Premiership. 

This unpredictability is at 
the heart of football's success 
and, while it is hard to see 
Barnsley finishing above Man- 
chester United, with so many 
largely unknown foreigners in- 
volved this season could see 
more surprises than ever. 


Three players to watch this season.... 


...and three with something to prove 


Jason Euell 

Wimbledon 

Age: 20. . . 

Pram apps: 16. 

Injuries, and the 
Marcus Gayle/ 

Efan Ekoku part- 
nership restricted 
appearances 1st 
year but although 
competition for 
daces remains ln- 
EfETse. tbs Sooth 
ftondoner could make the breakthrough. 
Reminiscent of -a joiaig lan Wright 


Jody Morris 

Chelsea 



Age: 18. 

Pram apps: 13. 
The outstanding 
player in a crop 
of promising 
youngsters at 
Stamford Bridge. 
He may be small 
of stature but 
has poise and 



David Watson 

Barnsley 

Age: 23. 

Pretn apps: 0. 

Make or break for 
former England 
youth and Under- 
21 goalkeeper. WJB 
haw plenty to do 
as his home-town 
seek to establish 
themselws in the 
Premiership. One 
concern S his height, at 5ft llin he is 
short for a modem goalkeepec 



confidence to 

play alongside the Zolas and Dr Mat- 
teos. 

How Glenn Moore’s 1996-97 players to watch farecU. 

Emfle Hestaey - Continued progress highlighted by last-minute Coca-Cola Cup final equaliser. 

David Beckham - Young player of the year, a fixture for England. Hard to believe his dub place was in doubt last August 
Andy Gray - Disappeared amid Injury and management upheaval at Leeds. 


David Ginoia 

Tottenham 


Was losing his 
way at Newcastle 
even before 
Kevin Keegan 
went White Hart 
Lane's traditions 
will be to his 
liking but not 
Gerry Francis' 
emphasis on 



Stan Collymore 

Aston Villa 

No excuses now 
for missing train- 
ing, nor for wast- 
ing his talent 
Villa, the dub he 
watched as a 
boy, may prove 
the ideal stage 
for this compli- 
cated man, and 
Brian Little the perfect mix of tutor 
and nursemaid. 



Gianluca ViaUi 

Chelsea 

Given up smok- 
ing in an attempt 
to regain his 
place after the 
summer shock 
of finding no one 
wanted to buy 
him. Looking 
sharp but now 
has Tore Andre 
Flo to contend with as well as Gian- 
franco Zola and Mark Hughes. 



work-rate. Has a World Cup place to 
aim for but little chance of getting it 

.. and the verdict on last season’s players with something to prove 
Junlnho - Outstanding in a losing cause. Proved ability to everyone. 

Andy Cole - Goals remained scarce after pneumonia and Neil Ruddock cut season in half. Remains on trial. 
David Platt - Discarded by England, continued Injury problems. A move to Middlesbrough seems Imminent 


sport 


Law-changes 

for 1997-98 

MM - Hayarer equipment 

tf thermal shorts are worn, they 
are of the same, main colour as 
itte shorts., ’ 

Law Ffm - The referee 

Ensures' that any plajer Weed- 
ing from a wound leaves the field 
PFptejc. 

Law fife# - The start and 

.restart of ptay 

The tiwm which wtos the toss de- 
cides which goal it wdl attack m 
tfreiWt half of. the match. The 
other team tates the kick-off to 
start the match. 

A gpal may be scored from the 
kickoff* 

The bat is in ptay when it Is kicked 
and rrwes fonirard. 

Law 12 - Fotfe and nfeconduct 

An indirect free-kick is awarded 
if a goalkeeper handles the ball 

after receiving tt.from a throw- 
in from his own team. 
Unsporting, behaviour has re- 
placed ungentiemarty conduct as 
a cautfonable offence. 

Faffing to resp^tite rojuired dis- 
tance vtfien play ts restarted and 
delaying the restart of the play 
have become cautfonable of- 
fences. 

The International Football Asso- 
ciation Board decisions 13 arid 
14; which relate to the denial of 
obvious goaf-ecwirig opportuni- 
ties, have now become law. 
Using offensive. Insulting or abu- 
sive language hasreplaced foul 
Or abusa®. language ... ' 


Lawjl3 - free-kicks 

The bal is in play when it is kicKed 

and moves. 

Law 14 - The penalty kick 

The. defending goalkeeper re- 
mains on his goal line. feang the 
Jacks; between thegpai posts un- j 
til the ball has been kicked. The j 
phrase “without moving his feet” j 
has been deleted. 

Players who enter the penalty 
ares before the ball has been 
kicked need not now be cau- 
tioned. 

Law IB - The goal kick 

A goal may be scored directly 
from a goal kick. 

i 

Law 17 - The comer kkk j 

The ball is placed inside the cor - 1 
ner arc at the nearest comer flag | 
post • j 

The bal is in play when it is kicked | 
and moves. I 

Mandatory 
Instructions 
to referees ! 

i 

1: Referees mist not. permit; 
goalkeepers to take moire than \ 
four steps while folding the bal! 
as stipulated in Law 12. ' 

2: tf the goalkeeper hoWs the baH j 
for longer than 5 to 6 seconds, i 
the referee must adjudge it as 
time-wasting and award an in- 
direct fiee-klck. | 

• • i 

«■. Under no circumstances may | 
the referee take part m any ex- 
periment either with the laws or 1 
wife anything else, such as! 

a microphone during the j 
match, without proper author - 1 
satfon. ; 


Davenport back in 
search of century 


Celtic must beware 
the other Rangers 


-pteSbndde League 

. League sea- 

5 today with a new dub, 
" dTbwa, fielding a fa~ 
: - Peter Davenport, 
r-coacb - who stands 
oa 993jeague goals. 

While he uml be trying to 
bring up his century in a home 
match agains t Torquay in the 
Third Division. Chris Waddle 
will be making his debut as a 
player-manager, with Burnley. 
He will be taking on a Watford 
ride whose fortunes are in the 
hands of Graham Thy i or, the 
one-time England manager 
who did not recognise Wa ddTe’s 
international qualities. 

Bryan Robson, the former 
England captain, believes his 
Middlesbrough squad can win 
promotion bade to the Pre- 
miership at the first attempt, 
ey begin their Fust Division 
apaign against Charlton at 
: Riverside. 

Boro, galvanised by the sign- 
ing of Paul Merson, are the 
favourites to win the title. “I be- 
lieve I have the best squad in the 
First Divisions” he said. ?I 


would not swap my squad for 
any other.” 

Manchester City’s £3.5m 
striker, Lee Bradbury, will part- 
ner Uwe Rosier in attack against 
his former club. Portsmouth, at 
Maine Road. Another former 
Portsmouth player. Kit Symons, 
has shaken off a flu virus and 
Rosier has recovered from a 


tya Mazgeuon retains his place 
in goal as Tbmmy Wright, the 
NortbemlraJand international 
has a leg injury. ... 

John Aloisi, an Australian, in- 
ternational firward signed from 
Cremonese feu £300,000 this 
week, is in line to make his 
Fortsnouth debut His fellow 
Australian, Hamilton Thorp, 
could ateo play his first match, but 
Russell Perrett is ruled out of the 
defence with a knee injury. 

Steve Stone looks likely to 
start his comeback from serious 
injury in Nottingham Forest’s 
match against Port Vale. Last 
time they played at Vhle Park 
- exactly 40 years ago - they won 
7-1. 

Wolves give a debut to their 
17-year-old Irish forward, Rob- 
bie Keane, against Norwich 
City at Canow Road. 


Scottish League 


Celtic’s chief coach, Wim Jan- 
sea is confident that his ride will 
put aside thoughts of Europe 
and concentrate on their Coca- 
Cola Cup challenge that begins 
today with a second-round 
match against Berwick Rangers 
at Hearts' Tynecastle Park. 

A much tougher away as- 
signment awaits Celtic on Tues- 
day, when they travel to Austria 
for the first leg of their Uefa 
Cup preliminary round tie 
against Tirol Innsbruck. 

“First things first,” Jansen 
said. “We have a job to do 
against Berwick before the play- 
ers can think of Europe, rm con- 
fident we will have the righ t 
attitude. We only have to carry 
on from how we played on 
Wednesday in the 1-0 friendly 
win against Roma. The Berwick 
game is another good opportu- 
nity to jshow what we can do - 
it is an important matfth for us.” 

Jansen’s mam injury con- 
cern ahead of the game is the 
fitness of ' the French interna- 
tional Stephane Mahd, who 
Has an ankle injury. Regi Blink- 


er, who arrived a$ part of the ex- 
change deal which took Paolo 
Di Canio to Sheffield Wednes- 
day in midweek, is expected to 
make his debut. 

Berwick's manager, Jimmy 
Thomson, hoped the former 
Celtic goalkeeper, Pat Bonner, 
would join his side, but the for- 
mer Repubic of Ireland in- 
ternational rejected the move. 

Thomson sard: Tm confident 
the players I have will we be pro- 
fessional and not let everyone 
down, rm not going to stand 
here and say we wiD beat Celtic, 
but the players will do them- 
selves proud." 

Dumbarton’s manager. Ian 
VMace, hopes for the same lev- 
el of commitment as his side 
meet his former club, Ab- 
erdeen, at Boghead. 

“It is a big game for me per- 
sonally, but hopefully my play- 
ers can show people that while 
we might be in Third Division 
we can play,” he said. “I've 
signed a three-year deal here 
and intend to see it ouL Tm trap- 
py that Dumbarton are moving 
forward and see this as the ide- 
al place to leant the trade of 
management - with the next les- 
son tomorrow.” 


Phelan 
forgiven by 
McCarthy 

NICK HARRIS 


The Everton defender Tfcny 
Phelan will not be punished by 
the Republic of Ireland man- 
ager, Mick McCarthy, for going 
missing prior to the World Cup 
qualifier with Liechtenstein in 
Dublin in May. 
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named yesterday to face ] 
nia in another qualifier at Lans- 
downe Road on 20 August, 
had suffered a broken bone in 
his hand and thought his dub 
bad informed McCarthy that he 
would not be available. 

“Teny has since apologised to 
me,” said McCarthy, who is 
without the Sheffield United 
goalkeeper Alan Kelly and the 
Wimbledon striker Jon Good- 
man, both injured, and the sus- 
pended Liverpool midfielder 
Jason McAteer. Ttoo players are 
dropped - the Oldham goal- 
keeper Gary Kelly and the MiD- 
wall midfielder Dave Savage. 

The Middlesbrough manag- 
er, Bryan Robson, will hold 
more talks with the former 
England captain David Platt 
next week to persuade the Ar- 
senal midfielder to move north. 
A £l-5m fee has been agreed 
but Robson said: “I have not yet 
discussed personal terms. David 
has a few things to sort out and 
we decided not to rush it" 

Middlesbrough have been 
fined £25,000 by the Football 
Association for their poor dis- 
ciplinary record last season. 

Leicester have sealed the 
£l.Im transfer of the 23-year- 
old forward Graham Fenton 
from Blackburn, while Wolves 
have completed the £200,000 
si gning of the Finnish interna- 
tional striker Mixu Paatelainen 
from Bolton. 

The Everton striker Duncan 
Ferguson has signed a new five- 
year contract, tying himself to 
the club until 2002. 




The unpredictability of football 
is the key to its popularity 


New Labour, new season. Just 
as Tony Blair’s government 
swept into power in May on the 
crest of a wave of optimism, 
promising to be more dynamic 
and last longer than any previ- 
ous government, so the new 
football season bursts into life 
this afternoon promising to be 
more spectacular and last 
longer - it won't reach its con- 
clusion until next year’s World 
Cup final on 12 July- than any 
of its predecessors. 

The beauty of it is that, with 
last season’s slate wiped clean, 
none of us really have the re- 
motest idea who the winners 
and losers over the next 50 
weeks will be. That wonderful 
unpredictability is the key to 
football's popularity. 

Having said that, just as any 
government is guaranteed to 
suffer its fair share of crises dur- 
ing its term in office, so certain 
events occur each season with- 
out which... well it would be 
football but not as we know it. 

The season has barely seen 
the light of day, yet we've al- 
ready had a couple of familiar 
incidents: David James and Ian 
Walker dropping clangers in 
pie-season matches; and Roy 
Keane, who quite literally 
stamped his mark chi the season 
by running his studs down Gus- 
tavo Foyefs face in the Chari- 
ty Shield, eliciting the inevitable 
defence from his manager of 
Keane as “the most complete 
player in the Premiership”. 

Another of the most com- 
plete players in the Premiership 
is Ian Wright, who becomes 
rather less than complete when 
he oversteps the disciplinary 
mark. It's a safe bet that some 
time this season Wight will find 
hims elf hauled in front of the 
Football Association (the very 
organisation that has just paid 
him a hefty sum to promote it 
to potential sponsors). 

Barnsley, like many unknown 
entities before them, will rede- 
fine the notion of beginners’ luck 


Olivia Blair 



ON SATURDAY 


end of Augurt but evratualfy find 
themselves bat tling against the 
drop with Crystal Palace (where 
Ray Wilkins will be momentar- 
ily inspired by a player more fol- 
1 really challenged than him in 
Attfljo Lombardo) and Coven- 
try, who come May will reac- 
quaint themselves with HoudioL 
Aston Villa, so wonderfully 
bala n ced on paper but less so on 
grass, will suffer from the erratic 
nature of Stan Collymore’s 
timekeeping and Savo Milose- 


vic’s finishing. At Spurs, Darren 
Anderton will make his come- 
back but break down again 
when someone writes his name 
too heavily on the team sheet, 
and David Ginoia will backheel 
beautifully until November, 
when his indifference wili have 
Alan Sugar mumb ling under his 
breath about Carlos Kicka balls. 

Matt Le Ussier will score the 
goal of the season in Septem- 
ber, spark off a campaign tor his 
inclusion in England's team to 
play Italy, and do little else of 
note for the rest of the season. 
Ditto Gazza, who, after weeks 
of wiU he, won’t he debate over 
his role in Rome, will last 45 
minutes, give the ball away for 
Italy’s opening goal and spend 
the rest of bis season being 
linked with moves to Everton 
and Sunderland. 

In Scotland, Rangers will 
beat Celtic at New Year and ran 
away with their 10th consecutive 


title, causing all the other teams 
to complain about Rangers 
winning eveiything. The Scot- 
tish national team wfi] contest 
the title of most goal-shy team 
with Leeds, while Wiles will 
continue their search for goal- 
keepers with second cousins 
born in Swansea. 

Use of the word “gianlkilJer” 
will reach unprecedented levels 
as the third round of the FA Cup 
approaches in January but. for 
toe second consecutive year, no 
non-League club is likely to 
progress beyond the third round. 

% this time, the words “win- 
ter break” will have reared 
their ugly beads again as the 
weather causes havoc with the 
fixture list, causing Premier- 
ship chairmen to make noises 
about pulling out of the cup - 
the fizzy one, that is - and Alex 
Ferguson to start bis habitual 
campaign to get an extension to 
the season. 

Bobby Robson and Johan 
Cruyff will be linked with die 
managerial vacancy at every big 
dub going, as well as at Everton. 
where Howard Kendall fails to 
lift the cloud of despondency 
h angin g over Goodison. just as 
every Everton manager before 
him has failed since, er. Howard 
Kendall. 

Elsewhere, the Football As- 
sociation will cause the nation- 
al press to ay exploitation when 
it launches a World Cup com- 
memorative England strip in 
time for the Christmas rush, 
Reading will sign their ]2th 
keeper m 13 seasons and Trevor 
Brooking wili keep harping on 
about “my old team West Ham” 
and wearing his claret and blue 
tie op Match of the Day. 

Plus $a change. At least 
there’ll be no more oohing and 
aahing at Old Tr afford, and 
dear old Ronny Rosenthal is no 
longer around to miss his usu- 
al hatful of sittera down at 
White Hart Lane. Strangely, he 
will be missed. The words “dev- 
il you know” spring to mind. 
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Hill happy in Hungary 

World champion fifth fastest 
in first practice, page 22 
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Diamond speedster 

Arsenal look to Overmars for 
cutting edge, page 26 



£5m Le Saux back at Chelsea for big kick-off 


Chelsea saved one of the sum- 
mer's biggest transfer coups for 
the eve of the new season, re- 
signing Graeme Le Saux from 
Blackburn for £5m In time for 
him to play in today's Premier- 
ship opener at Coventry. 

Le Saux, rated at a mere 
£650,000 when he was shunted 
out of Chelsea by Dave Wsbb in 
1993 in part exchange for Steve 
Livingstone, had been valued at 
£7m by Blackburn. Arsenal 
backed off, but Ruud Gullit 
succeeded with a reduced offer. 

The England wing-back, 28, 
drove to London overnight, 
passed a medical at lam and an 
hour later became the FA Cup 
holders' record buy at £100,000 
more than Roberto Di Matteo. 
Their managing director. Col- 
in Hutchinson, admitted: “Sell- 
ing him was a mistake which has 
taken four and a half years and 
£5m to rectify.” 


Phfl Shaw keeps track of all the new 
faces in new places as the 1997-98 
Premiership season kicks-off today 


In his previous spell at Stam- 
ford Bridge, Le Saux’s Channel 
bland origins earned the dress- 
ing-room moniker “Bergerac”. 
The composition of Chelsea's 
squad under Gullit is now such 
that the joke would be lost on his 
new colleagues, who are more 
ame him “Ed 
jot trend is by no 
m eans confined to Chelsea. 
Tottenham also unveiled a late 
recruit In Jose Dominguez, the 
Subbuteo-sized winger who 
played for Birmingham before 
joining Sporting Lisboa and 
winning caps for FbrtugaL Spurs 
paid £1 .6m to lake him from un- 
der Southampton’s noses. 

Dominguez is ineligible to 


face Manchester United to- 
morrow. There is, however, an 
abundance of erotic new names 
striving to bum their way into 
the popular consciousness, 
much as Fabrizio Ravanelli did 
with his hat-trick 12 months ago. 

On the opening day of the 
1995-96 season, after a youth- 
ful Manchester United lost at 
Aston VlUa, Alan Hansen made 
an assertion that came back to 
haunt him.- “You win nothing 
with kids.” The question tonight 
- particularly pertinent to Ar- 
senal as well as Chelsea - may 
be whether it is possible to win 
the championship with a team 
largely made up of foreigners. 

Even Barnsley, whose badge 


depicts a British bulldog, have 
recruited almost exclusively 
overseas in preparation for their 

first campaign at the highest lev- 
el After being pattoiused by me- 
dia lawks, working through a 
shopping list of dicn& stretch- 
ing from Michael Parkinson 
and Dickie Bird to mining and 
whippets, Danny Wilson’s team 
win be more eage r than most for 
the end of the phony war. 

Oakwefl's inaugural Prem- 
iership visitors. West Ham, be- 
gin as they did Last August, 
ravaged by injury. They were 
then berm of forwards; now it 
is defenders, a problem Hairy 
Redknapp hopes to alleviate by 
giving D anny W iTKamsn n plus 
£lm for Everton’s David Uns- 
worth. 

Of the quintet who have 
filled the top positions for the 
past two years, Arsenal and 
Newcastle will parade most 



new faces. The Gunners’ visit to 
Leeds is the fourth time Ars&ne 
Wenger has pitted his wits 
against George Graham, each 
winning once. 

While a repeat of February’s 
04) stalemate at EUand Road 
would not surprise anyone who 
saw Leeds last season, Graham 


is looking to his new Dufcfe strik- 
er, Jxmmy-Flqyd Hassdbaink, to 
emulate a player he brought to 
Highbury. “Ian Wright is a goal 
machine," he said, “but hope- 
fully we’ve got one here.” 

At Newcastle, five of Kenny 
Dalglish’s six newcomers are set 

to start - against Sheffield 


Wednesday. Faustino Asprilla 
has the task of deputising for 
Alan Shearer - ana Les Ferdi- 
nand, come ro that -which will 
not necessarily be easier for 
Wednesday. The Colombian’s 
off-the-cuff style makes him 
unplayable on bis day. 

Liverpool’s bid to finish top 
for the first time since 1990 
opens at Wimbledon, where 
one point of interest will be the 
identity of Roy Evans’ captain. 
The smart money is on the self- 
styled “Guvnor", Paul Ince. 
John Barnes, having relin- 
quished the armband, guested 
on Celebrity Ready, Steady Cook 
last night; whether he appears 
on Match of the Day must be 
open to question. 

Tfeddy Sheringham assumes 
Eric Cantona’s mantle as Man- 
chester United’s link-man at 
White Hart Lane, and expects 
a warm reception from his 


former fens. Perhaps less naive- 
ly, the man who sold him. Ger- 
iy Francis, believes his job will 
be “on the line” if Spurs foil to 
win anything. 

The indisposition of Chris 
Armstrong is a reminder that 
ihe first weekend seldom reveals 
much about long-term pros- 
pects. A year ago, he scored 
both Spurs' goals in the 2-0 win 
at Blackburn. None of the trio 
who were eventually relegated 
lost, Kevin Campbell hiding/# 
hat-trick in Nottingham Fb rusty ft 
canter at Coventry. 

Leeds scored three - away - 
whereas Alan Shearer failed to 
find the target. Wednesday 
embarked on a run of four wins 
and Wimbledon suffered the 
first of three defeats, although 
David Beckham's 60-yard 
strike against them did prove 
to be a sign of the champions’ 
supremacy. 


Warne calls a 
halt to revival 
by England 


Cricket 


DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Trent Bridge 
Australia 427 
England 188-4 


From the moment the ther- 
mometer climbed above the 
90-degree Fahrenheit mark, it 
was always likely to be aday for 
the unexpected. In hot, humid 
conditions more reminiscent 
of Brisbane than Nottingham, 
England fougbt their way bade 
into a match with some of their 
best bawling of the series, tak- 
ing seven Australian wickets for 
125 runs. Like the good Lord, 
however, what this Australian 
team gives with one hand it 
takes away with the other, and 
by the dose England were 188 
for four, still some 40 runs 
short of saving the follow-on. 

As ironies go it could aot 
have been more cruel, and 
England, whose tuning for seiz- 
ing the moment is about as 
faulty as a two-bob watch, were 
essentially a day [ate. Had they 
managed to produce bowling of 


that calibre 24 hours earlier, the 
destination of the Ashes might 
not have been so dear cut as it 
appeared last night. 

However, on a ground where 
they have wan just one of their 
last 10 lest matches, England's 
stock, briefly buoyed alter their 
extraordinary morning with the 
ball, fell sharply once Shane 
Warne began to work the mag- 
ic of old. 

The portents, if never entirely 
propitious after Australia's first 
innings total of 427, took their 
biggest denting when Alec 
Stewart was dismissed for 87. 
Restored to his favoured open- 
ing position and batting like the 
sublime strokeplayer we saw last 
winter, Stewart provided the 
lion’s share of the centuiy open- 
ing partnership he shared with 
Mike Atherton, their fourth 
together in Test matches. 

On course for his first hun- 
dred against Australia, Stewart 
was, in the end, a victim of his 
own excesses. Having scored at 
almost a run a ball, and driven 
the Australian bowlers to dis- 
traction with his glorious stroke- 
play, his slash at Wkrne was an 


Trent . Bridge scoreboard 


AjStraBa wn toss 
AUSTRALIA -'Brat innfega ~ 

M EWautfirtw b Caddk* .... 66 

<174 mta.124 baas. 8 fours) 

S R Waugh t> Malcolm 75 

ftg&rnk 102 bafct 13 

tl A Heafc c A Hnteate.b MataHm_l6 

{29 mm, 18 bate. 3 found 

S K Warns e Thome b Mafcobn ..._0 

• • i 

P P RbHU cltnape b Headley 36 

<6 1 into, 45 oaBs ,. A fount 

J N CWBspte not out 18 

(52 nth, 34 beBs, 2 fours} 

G D McGrath b Haadty 1 

OO mto. 6 toBai 

Extra CM, IfalO, wl, nM) 19 

■fetal (524 into, 1215 over*) . 427 

Rrt (cad): 4-311 CM Wautfi), 5-325 
{PortmgJ, &-355 (HssM. 7*363 [Warm). 
8H38B IS wauffi) t B-41S tRdtfW). 
Botrtne Malcolm 25-4-100-3 <wl) 
<6-1-194, 2 -O-9-0, 5-2-164, 2-0-11-0. 
30-15-0, 7-1-30-3); Horttoy 3037-67-4 
(nb3) (7-3-100. 7-0-28*1, 5-1-17-0, 
3-0-17-0, 6-30-1. 2.50-6-2); CMkSck 
30-4-102-2 (jiblJ (6-1-17-0. 11-3-23-1, 


2 -0-9-0) 7-035-1. 4-0-13-0): BO. 
-HoMonto 10-1-57-1 (ribU (3-0-230, 
31-17-i, 2-0-17-0); Crxjft 13-7-43-0 
(5-4-l-0v 9:2-31-0, 20-5-0. 31-6 OKA 
J Hated* 7-0310 <2-0-70, 50-17-0). 
PRVfrinrc .'Second d 360: 435 ndn, 
103 ouers. 408: 485 mm, 112^3 wars, 
litocic 4038 (Rnfiel 19. Gn&qfeg) liB 
owra- tontogs-dosed: 2.06 pm. — 

S R Waugh 90: 125 min'. 77 bate. Stain. 
6NBLAND - rtnat bntogi : 
^AAtaaflxmcHeei^bWarna — -27 
fA j Stewart c Hoahr & Wtanie ' 87 

J P Crawley c Heafr b McGrath . 

N Hussam 0 Wane — .» 2 

G P Thorpe not put ^^30 


A J Hafitoato not our " ._15 

Extras (b2. to3, nb4) — ~__.9 

feta! (for 4, 57 avers). 

fWfc 1-106^3129, 3135. 4-141. 

To bet B C Hoflraofce, R.D tKSoft D W. 
HeatfloR A R-Caddtefc DE Malcolm. • 
Bowling: McGrath 13333k RelfW 
12-1-530; Giltespte 7-1-430;,. Wane 
22-7-533. . - . 

Umpires: CJ Mm^py and DKStephad. 


inglorious end to a memorable 
innings. 

It also brought a brilliant div- 
ing Caleb from wicketkeeper Jan 
Healy, who, recovering after the 
initial thick outside edge had 
proved too hot to handle, per- 
formed a neat twisting back- 
wards dive to snare the 
rebound. 

With Atherton already a vic- 
tim of the same combination, 
W^roe began to warm to his 
task. Except for the latter stages 
of the Old Trafford match, he 
has not really had a bone-dry 
surface like this one to work 
with, and he quickly settled 
into the role of tormentor. 

Once Stewart bad departed, 
his generous flight began to 
make the ball drift and grip dan- 
gerously. It is these two factors 
that makes him such a difficult 
prospect to play against, and the 
ball that removed Nasser Hus- 
sain was about as perfect as a 
leg-spinner s dismissal can geL 

Hussain, who normally plays 
spin well, had no answer to a 
bail that pitched on middle 
and leg and turned sharply to 
hit off-stump. If it was not 
quite as cataclysmic as the one 
that Mike Gatting received at 
Old Trafford fouryeare ago, its 
effect on the England dressing- 
room would have been no less 
demoralising. 

When John Crawley followed 
soon after, caught by Healy 
down the leg-side when fending 
at a short ball from Glenn Mo 
Grath, England's early mo- 
mentum had drawn to a 
standstill. 

It could have been worse, ami 
had Graham Thorpe not beaten 
Jason Gillespie's direct hit try- 
ing to scamper his fast run, Eng- 
land could well have been 
following on, a prospect look- 
ing less likely since Adam Hol- 
lioake brought his steadying 
influence to bear over bis oc- 
casionally hot-headed Surrey 
team-mate. 



Ian Healy makes a successful diving effort to catch Alec Stewart off Shane Warne at Trent Bridge yesterday 


Photograph; David Ashdown 


But if all prospects of victory 
had dwindled by the dose, Eng- 
land’s captain and bowlers must 
be given much credit for the way 
they raised their game. After a 
long hot Thursday, the England 
dressing-room would have been 
full of tired and dispirited 
players. 

With morning haze perhaps 
helping the ball to swing, Aus- 
tralia simply had no answers to 
Dean Headley and Devon Mal- 
colm, who took four and three 
wickets respectively, as they 


performed an about-turn on 
their first day’s efforts, when 
Australia had scored more than 
300 runs. 

Only Steve Waugh managed 
any semblance of dominance as 
Australia's middle-order was 
suddenly made to look frail 
With brother Mark falling lbw 
in the middle of an excellent 
opening spell from Andrew 
Caddick, and Ricky Ponting 
dragging one on to his stumps, 
Steve was once again left to 
work his miracles with the taiL 


He nearly managed it as 
well, eventually felling for 75 to 
a beauty from Malcolm that 
squared him up before remov- 
ing his off-stump. 

As Wbugh trudged off the 
ground, to the raucous delight 
of the capacity crowd, Eng- 
land once again began to taste 
those elusive sweet flavours of 
Edgbaston. 

By the dose though, and 
after Warne had played his 
part, a familiar bitter after- 
taste had returned. 
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ACROSS 



1 


witn speed tn a watering- 
hole (12) 

9 Alien group likety to have 
a freld-day? (7) 

10 Attached? Infatuated 

11 Secure Knight facing de- 4 
dine (4) 

12 Further dam, mile off 5 

13 Wt up tent's second stay 6 

16 Lioorted old lady in (7) 7 

17 Revoke? American’s tak- 
en aback, in g ame, fay 8 
East (7) 


DOWN 

Not the type to have a 
flutter?... (7) 

_. Grand’s very good in- 
vested in Gty (4) __ 
Brought into play? Ed- 
ward^ holding King 
back, note (7) 

Chemist’s stiff mixture 
put on edges of ulcer 0 
It’s just like L3y, having 
a drink (4) 

Elected man harbouring 
Liberal idea (7) 

Like tough material, onto 
partly worsted (4,3,3,35 
Discount for European 
articles? Tm bolding out 



of lime (7) 

23 Gin in one’s mouth (4) 

24 Hound’s exit of car, in the 


25 




Friday's solution 
[si 
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EEEIQEEflGlQGSBQH 

0 a da □ 

0QQQOQQQ HEJB000 
H Q E a a H 
0QB0Qtn aEdEDdan 
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Last Saturday’s solution 
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QUEUE! 
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19 Pink fish (7) 

20 Vivid Grreek character 
HaH in trimmed elegance 

rt and formal 21 Sand- reportedly rough 
one, getting about (7j 

28 Loose ulna she fractured 22 Peer over letter, insensi- 
(7) five to the tone? (7) 

29lfycndii^quietstudy(7) 26 An attribute of prevalent 
30 Sixth Bonn elite? (5,7) depression (4) 

27 Croaks? Not right for 
these creatures (4) 

Tbe flwt five correct sotatioos to this ■week’s puzzk opened mat Tbnrs- 
dAy receiTe hartflsickcdcopiM ottbcOxferd IMctioiMxyrtr Qoooi lions- Aii- 
swers and winners’ nanws will be published nerf Saturday Send sdatfena 
loSaiarday Croswonl, B O. Box 4015, TbC Independent, 1 Canada Square, 
Canaiy Wharf, London E145BL. Please use the boot number and postcode 
and gi»« your own JXrticodc. Last week’s wlnnonc R Lanjcdcm, Lower Oftd- 

tngta«i C Carksa, VHureham; G Bate; Woodstoc*; K Phai^ps, Beading 
M CoQIju, Loadon SWLL 


Edwards claims a 
fourth silver for GB 


Athletics 


Jonathan Edwards failed to re- 
tain his triple jump title at the 
Warld Athletics Champions hips 
in Athens yesterday. Following 
the British partem at the cham- 
pionships, Edwards had to set- 
tle for silver, the fourth such 
medal for a Briton this week. 

The 31 -year-old Edwards has 
been bothered by a heel injury 
for the last six weeks. His saver 
means that Britain’s last realis- 
tic hope of a gold medal lies in 
tomorrow’s 400 metres relay. 
Britain have won at least one 
gold in each of the five previ- 
ous world championships. 

Yesterday's triple jump gold 
went £o the Cuban Yoctvis Que- 

sada^ with a jump of 17.85m. Ed- 
wards' leap of 17.69m secured his 
silver and another Cuban, 
Aliecsr Urrutia, claimed the 
bronze in 17.64. Edwards also 
had to settle for silver at the 
Olympus in Atlanta last year. 

Meanwhile, Trinidad’s Ato 
Boldon claimed the first of 
whai promises to be many ma- 
jor tides with a searing victory 
in the men's 200m. Boldon, who 


was disappointed at finishing 
fifth in the 100m after com- 
plaining of muscle problems in 
his legs, came off the bend in 
front and stretched his lead over 
the last 100 metres to win by 
some five metres. 

The Olympic bronze medal- 
list could afford the luxury of 
raising his arms in triumph as 
he erased the line in 20.04sec. 
Namibia's former world cham- 
pion Frankie Fredericks, who 
finished second at the last 
ebampfonships in 1995, took the 
silver again m 20-23. 

There was further disap- 
pointment for Jamaica’s Mer- 
lene Ottey, who was beaten in 
the women’s 200m by the fast- 

finishing Ukranian Zhanna Pm. 

tusevich. Ottey made a superb 
start and looked on course for 
the title as she led for the first 
150 metres, onfy to lose out with 
the finishing line in sigh t. 

Pin tusevich took the gold in 
2232 while Ottey then had to 
settle fbT bronze in 22.40 as she 
wasoutdipped on the line by Su- 
san thika Jayasinghe, who 
claimed Sri Lanka's first-ever 
championship medal in 2239. 

Reports, results, page 24 
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A LANDMINE 
SHATTERED HER LIFE 

An ann-pcnonrtcl orimr can't 
tell the difference betwern a 
soldier and j licde ^ul. Hundreds 
of mnoa.ru people - many of % r / 
them children - are kilk-d and ■■ 
maimed by landmines cver\ 
month. Those who survrw have 
little chance of earning a living. 

And without .support, they have 
no future. 

Landmines mutt ht stopped 
Right now, the Red Cms is 
helping to save lives with 
emerge n cy surgical and medical 
aid. We are abo providini; false 
limbs and teaching rehabilhanon 
skids - which give hope, and the 
chance of a better future. 

By joining Diana. Princess of 
Wain in supporting work in countries affected by landmines, you can 
help us save more innocent lives. Ad it takes is £2n. Please send it now. 

For a little girl Nkc this it could make all the difference. 

Plant mae lint coupon to make four donation or call M7f 201 SOM. 

Thank pm. 

r YDUR £20 CAN HELP HER~i 
I PICK UP THE PIECES I 


1 rnrfcur a f>wipr/go«af adrr u Dntnb Rol CidwiJ tor 

£!'«□ OdmjC- 


I 

I 

| Or plene ddtenwVisa/'MMnCaid/Awet'IJioco i lib -Simdit aid. 
WImusct ww sad hr pa w pauJ mt 

1 / I II H 1 I L.LLM 


nr 


Espo line. 


| Tici hue ifwii wwld Ifcmt vad piu a irionawm p>-k. [ | Tmbt\ |ijw . 

Mr'Mn/Mu/Ms 

*■*■*— ■ 


"Mnd.'. 


Tdephoor. 


I 

I 

■ -r“““ ,r — 

■ IV* Kai Ut TO Britt* Rad Cnas, Reora CP77, FB££POST, Lraxiiia SW*IX TUB. 

. Ski io » yurk OCT ai* B> rtvow nmiirr «mna 6m fod Uosi Q] 

| ‘Hoviakta>tw^'«anow»mre>-n 

+ British Bed Craa I 

nantoanUm-mu 1 




Mil i.n/uvn 






